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CHAPTER I. 



VSrtt BevohtioMfy Symptoms in Smith America. Morales and Quiroga 

......Character of Morales Of Quiroga Disco?ery made by Capftain 

Salinas to two Friare Their Report to the Government 

Imprisonment of Morales, Quiroga, Salinas, and Riofno Character 

of Salinas jof Dr. Riofirio Liberation of the Prisonere 

Junta formed at Quito. Advice of to the President, Connt Ruis. 

Manner in vrhich the ReTolutioo was conducted New Oath 

Marqais of Sdva Alegre Character of. Dissensions in the New 

Government.... ..Count Ruis reinstated Arrival of Troops from Lima 

and Santa F6.» Imprisonment of the Insnrgents......Trial of. 

Character of the Count Ruis Of the Oidor Don Felipe Fuertee Amar 

Of the Fiscal Arrechaga Of Colonel Arredonda. ^.Froce» 

sent to Santa ¥L 

Shortly after the arrival of his Excellency the 
Count Ruis de Gastilla at Quito, the capital of 
his govemment, the collegians of San Fernando 
presented him with four theatrical representa- 
tions, at which the whole of the nobility attfended 
as spectators. The pieces chosen were Cato, 
Andromacha, Zoraida, and the Auraucana, the 
whole of them tending in their design and 
argument to inculcate a spirit of freedom, a 
love of liberty, and principles of republicanism. 
However, as is often the case with people wha 
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2 TRAVELS IN 

visit public exhibitions with a predetermination 
to be pleased, this tendency passed unobserved 
by the president and the other members of the 
government. Inattentive to what the state of 
affairs in the mother country might produce in 
the colonies, the American rulers judged that 
they themselves were surrounded by the same . 
obedient vassals whom their predecessors had 
governed, without ever dreaming that the 
people were awake to what was actually passing 
in the parent state ; for, although the opportu- 
nity of deriving information from the press was 
prevented by the government, yet the Ameri- 
cans who resided in Spain at this period were 
very actively employed in communicating to 
their friends In America the ti'ue state of affairs, 
and the natives were generally better informed 
of what passed in the mother country, than the 
Spaniards resident in America or even the 
government itself; because Spanish correfiu 
pendents being loath to place their property 
in America in jeopardy, or judging that the 
colonists had only to obey whatever orders they 
might receive, either gave indistinct or favour«> 
ably exaggerated accounts; or else treated the 
Americans with that contempt which as their 
superiors they fancied they had a right to 
exercise. 
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SOUTH AMERICA. 9 

AAser the performance of the pieces, I be- 
came gradually acqaainted with the individuals 
who had selected them^-Dr. Quiroga and Doa 
Manuel Morales; the former an advocate of 
some respectability, a native of Arequipa iu 
Peru, married ip Quito ; the latter, a native of 
the city of Mariquita in the Viceroyalty of Santa 
F6 de Bogotd, had been secretary to the 
government when the Baron de Garondelet was 
President; but having offended him. Morales 
tf as discarded from his situation by the' orders 
of the Baron. He hoped to have been restored 
on the arrival of the Count Ruis ; but this chief 
having in his suite a young advocate of the name 
of Dcm Tomas Arrechaga, whom be had edu- 
cated, and for whom he wished to provide, the 
claims of Morales were disregarded, and 
Arrechaga was nominated secretary to the 
government. 

Morales was possessed of a strong mind« 
had received a liberal education, and having 
been employed many years in the secretary's 
office, had obtained a knowledge of the affairs 
of the government and an insight into the 
intrigues of the Spanish court. He considered 
himself unjustly dealt with by the Baron de 
Garondelet, and more so by the Count Ruis, 
who could only know his failings through the too 
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4 TRAVELS IN 

often distorted medium of report : he s&W his 
situation filled by a stranger, himself an exile, 
and was determined to be revenged on those 
whom he regarded as the supporters if not 
the authors of his disgrace. To this end cir- 
cumstances that could not possibly escape his 
observation aided him ; and had not rashness 
prompted him to execute his designs pre- 
maturely, he might have succeeded, and have 
lived to receive the thanks of his countrymen ; 
whereas, his ashes can only be revered by 
them, his name can only dwell in their memo- 
ries with painful regret, or gratitude drop a tear 
at the recollection of his untimely death. 

Quiroga was of an unquiet aspiring disposi- 
tion, rash and undaunted in his undertakings, 
but very self-opiniated : unable to brook con- 
troul in any shape, but open to conviction 
M hen persuasion was the medium. He was 
successful as a pleader at the bar, loquacious 
and eloquent, but even here his hasty temper 
drove him into difficulties ; he was repeatedly 
reprimanded by the tribunal, and at length was 
not only mulct, but even suspended from the; 
exercise of his office as an advocate. In one 
instance, when a fine was imposed upon him, he 
declared that he could in no manner pay it, 
because the tribunal was not competent to levy 
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it; that the Regent and Oidores had taken 
poasession of their seats on the bench contrary 
to law, or held them contrary to justice; and he 
proved his assertions by stating the cases, 
quoting the laws, and citing the regulations of 
the tribunal. This necessarily drew down upon 
him the hatred of the members, and obliged 
him to leave the bar. Quiroga was the con- 
stant companion of Morales, and, like him, 
expected that on the arrival of Count Ruis, an 
appeal to his Excellency, as President of the 
royal audience, would restore him to the exer- 
cise of his profession ; but a report from the 
Regent Bustillas prevented the fulfilment of 
his expectations, and this circumstance drove 
him to despair. 

These two disappointed individuals chose 
the dramatic pieces which were performed at 
the college of San Fernando in October, 1809, 
sdected perhaps in order to probe the govern- 
ment ; if so, the result was completely sa- 
tisfactory to their views, for not the least 
sutspicion was evinced, nor any alarm taken. 

In February, 1809, Captain Salinas, who 
was commander of the infantry at Quito, in- 
formed two friars. Father Polo and another, 
of a plan that was about to be formed to 
depose the Spanish authorities in Quito, and 
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to elect others from among the most respectable 
citizens, as substitutes. The informatioii was 
immediately reported by the friars to the Pre^ 
rident, and a secret commission was given to 
the Oidor Fuertes Amar to proceed against all 
suspected individuals according to law. Don 
Pedro Munos was appointed to act as privy 
secretary, but this man had no other qualifi- 
cation than that of being a native of Spain. 
Quiroga, Morales, and the parish priest of San^ 
golqui. Dr. Riofrio, and Captain Salinas, were 
apprehended, and placed under an airest in tiie 
eonvent of la Merced. Their declarations 
were taken down in writing by Munos, and 
every possible means . employed to prevent 
the people from becoming acquainted with the 
state of the proceso; no person was allowed to 
see the prisoners, and they were deprived of 
the means of communicating to their friends 
any particulars relating to their sitiimtion ; the 
secretary was not allowed the assistance of an 
amanuensis, and every inquisitorial practice was 
brought into action. In the beginning of Aprili 
when Munos was going in the evmiing to the 
palskce to report on the proceedings to the Pre<^ 
^ident, the papers were stolea from him. This 
accident produced considerable confumm; many 
who were really concerned in the plot were 
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wmred that their names had never been men^ 
tkmed by the prisoners, who uniformly denied 
having any knowledge of it; and Salinas 
protested against having mentioned any thing 
concerning it .to the friars. Thus by a fortunate 
accident the plans of the government wer^ 
frustrated, the prosecution ceased, and the 
^isoners were liberated. This occurrence, 
however, taught them to be more on the alerts 
and to be more careful in future ; but the torch 
was lighted, and although the flame had been 
mothered for a short time, it was not extin^ 
goished. 

The character of Salinas was well known to 
Morales and Quiroga. He wasatrueQuiteno, 
volatile and variable, embracing every novel 
object with avidity, without reflection, or dis* 
crimination ; the pursuit of any new scheme 
was as ardently begun by Salinas, as it was 
easily abai»ioned the moment it ceased to be 
new, or the moment Uiat another was suggested; 
bnt as this officer was at the head of the infantry, 
which consisted of about four hundred men» 
with part of which he had been formerly sta^ 
tioned at Panama, and which in their opinioti 
was considered a campaign in a foreign country, 
lie had become the idol of the soldiers; so that 
it was absolutely necessary that Salinas should 
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be brought over to second the plans of Morales 
and Quiroga ; and this was easily effected — the 
plan was novel, and promised a succession of 
what was most congenial to his feelings. 

Dr. Riofrio was a secular clergyman, of a 
sullen morose temper, ready to coincide with 
any set of men whose plans were calculated to 
bid defiance to any thing that did not please 
him ; yet, whether from natural imbecility, or 
natural cowardice, he seemed to be only an 
instrument, and probably became acquainted 
with the plans in agitation by being a frequent 
visitor at a house in Quito where Morales had 
lived, and on account of his own house being 
sometimes the residence of Morales, when he 
was estranged from Quito by the President Ca- 
rondelet. This man and Salinas were both na-^ 
tives of Quito, but neither of them of families of 
rank or fortune, although from the situations 
which both had held they were very re- 
spectable. 

After the release of the four denounced 
conspirators, Salinas and Riofrio returned to 
their former occupations ; Quiroga to his home, 
more injured than ever; and Morales went into 
the country, without having reaped any advan- 
tage except experience. The government now 
appeared quite satisfied in having declared the 
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SOUTH AMERICA. 9 

mcqoittal of the prisoners honourable ; thej 
were pleased that no act of injustice had been 
comniitted, and flattered themselves that the 
papers lost by Munos had fallen into the hands 
of some pick-pocket, or that having been dropt 
in the street, they had ceased to exist in a 
shape which might betray their intentions. 
But they were deceived ; the papers found their 
way into the study of Quiroga, who drew such 
conclusions from them as best suited his own ends, 
and disseminated their contents among such 
individuals as he judged most proper to entrust 
them with. From April to August, 1 809, nothing 
particular occurred, except new- advices from 
Spain; so that the abdication of Carlos, the 
accession of Fernando, the imprisonment of the 
King, and the invasion of the country by tha 
French, were the subject matter of every con- 
versation. But still tranquillity reigned in every 
part of the colonies, and their inhabitants seemed 
to vie with each other in enthusiastic demon- 
strations of loyalty and attachment to their 
amado Fernando. Every new advice from Spain 
served to increase the apprehension and the 
dismay of the governments and Spaniards 
residing in America ; and their whole attention 
was so engrossed with the state of affairs in 
the country to which they belonged, that they 
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had not time to meditate on the effects whicb 
might be produced hy it in the country in which 
they were stationed — satisfied that the colonies 
must follow the fate of the parent state, just as 
if it had been annexed to it by the ties of nature, 
instead of being attached to it by the most un- 
natural connexions. But the bubble burst whea 
)Bind where it was perhaps least expected to 
happen, and although the effects of the explo* 
sion were soon repressed, yet it rent the veil, 
and laid the foundation of that emancipation 
which the whole of the heretofore enslaved 
nations of the new world now enjoy. 

On the morning of the 10th of August, 
1809, at an early hour, two natives of Quito, 
Ante and Aguire, waited on the president with a^ 
letter. The orderly who was at the door of the 
antechamber objected to carry any letter or 
message to his Excellency at so unusual an hour; 
but Ante persisted in the necessity of its imme* 
diate delivery, saying, that it contained matters 
of importance from the Junta Soberaka, sove- 
reign junta, a name as new in the ears of the 
orderly as was the body itself new in America. 
The orderly awoke the president, delivering 
the letter, and repeated the words which he had 
heard, as an excuse for his untimely errand. 
The president having read the superscription— 
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^ From the sovereign junta to the Count Ruis» 
ex-president of Quito," dressed himself, and 
read Ae following : 

** The present unsettled state of Spain, the 
total annihilation of the lawfully constituted 
authorities, and the dangers of the crown of the 
beloved Ferdinand VIL and his domains falling 
into the hands of the tyrant of Europe, have 
impelled our trans-atlantic brothers to form 
provincial governments for their personal 
security, as well against the machinations of 
Bome of their traitorous countrymen, unworthy 
of the name of Spaniards, as against the arms 
of the common enemy : the loyal inhabitants of 
Quitoy resolved to secure to their legitimate King 
and Master this part of his kingdom, have 
established a sovereign junta in this city of 
San Francisco de Quito, of which, and by the 
command of his Serene Highness the President 
and the vocal members, I have the honour to 
infbrm your lordship, and to announce to you> 
that the functions of the members of the old 
government have ceased : God preserve your 
lotdship many years. Hall of the junta in 
Quito, August 10th, 1809: Manuel Morales 
secretary of the interior/' 

After reading this unexpected epistle, his 
Excellency entered the antechamber, and walked 
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towards the messengers, who inqaired whether 
he had received the note, and on being answered 
in the affirmative, they bowed, turned round, 
and retired. The count followed them to the 
outer door and attempted to pass it, but he was 
prevented by the sentry. He now sent his 
orderly to call the officer of the guard, who 
politely answered, that he could not consistently 
with the orders he had received, speak with 
the County pronouncing the last word with 
considerable ' emphasis. A great number of 
people began to assemble in the square 
before the palace, at six o'clock, when a royal 
salute was fired, and the military music, sta- 
tioned on the esplanade in front of the palace, 
continued playing some national airs till nine 
o'clock. At this time the members of the new 
executive government met, the Marquis of 
Selva Alegre, president, the vocal members, the 
Marquis of Orellana, Marquis of Solanda, 
Count of Casa Guerrero, Marquis of Miraflores, 
Don Manuel Zambrano, Don Manuel Mateus, 
and Don Pedro Montufar, the two ministers. 
Morales and Quiroga: the declaration of liie 
installation was published, and the form of liie 
oath to be administered to all persons employed 
ubder the new government was drawn up. The 
Bishop of Quito was elected vice-president, but 
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• 

hh refused to assist at this or any subsequent 
meeting. 

The whole of the revolutionary change was 
efiected in the night of the ninth. Morales came 
to Quito, and, with Quiroga, convened a meet* 
ing ; he informed the members of the risk in 
which the country at large stood, set forth the 
intention of the government to acknowledge 
Napoleon as their sovereign, because the Kings 
of Spain had ceded their sovereignty to him, 
and exhorted them at the same time to preserve 
themselves and this part of the Spanish domin* 
ions from the fate that awaited the rest ; and 
this he told them could only be done by estab- 
lishing a provincial government in the name of 
Fernando, and of removing all suspicious per^ 
sons from their offices. This harangue was 
nothing but a matter of form, because all the 
preliminaries had been agreed on beforehand, 
Salinas, being present, was deputed to bring 
over the soldiers, which he immediately did ; 
he went to the barracks, and having formed the 
infantry in the square or patio— he informed 
them that their beloved King was a prisoner 
in France ; expatiated on his sufferings ; told 
them that the existing governments in America 
were determined to deliver up the country to 
the conunon enemy> and concluded by asking 
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thtm, whether they would defend their beloved 
Ferdinand, or become the slaves of Bonaparte? 
The deluded soldiers immediately shouted Viva 
Fernando Septimo ! Viva Quito ! The command*- 
ant of the cavalry^ Don Joaquin Saldumbide» 
received orders for the same purpose, and exe- 
cuted them in the same manner. On the return 
of these two individuals to the junta, they 
were commanded to give the necessary orders 
to the different guards, and to administer to the 
troops the following oath : 

'' I swear by God and on the cross of my 
sword, to defend my legitimate King, Ferdinand 
VIL ; to maintain and protect his rights ; to 
support the purity of the holy Roman Cadiolic 
Church; and to obey the constituted autiio- 
rities." 

After the conclusion of this ceremony, the 
necessary orders were given to the officer of the 
guard at the president's palace, barracks, and 
prisons : a guard was placed at the door of each 
suspected person, particularly at those of the 
Regent and Oidores ; and the members of the 
government retired to their houses. 

An express was immediately sent to Chillo, 
an estate belonging to the Marquis of Selva 
Alegre, with the news of what had taken place, 
and a request that his lordship would unmedi^ 
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attely come to Qmto, and take possession of the 
supreme command of the government of the 
idngdom. Thus, in one night, without blood* 
shed or even virithout any popular commotion, a 
government which had been established for 
more than three centuries was displaced, and a 
new one erected on its basis. 

The Marquis of Selva Alegre arrived on the 
morning of the tenth, and was visited by the 
members of the new government, while the 
two ministers proceeded on their duty to place 
new officers and clerks in the secretary's office, 
and to take charge of the archives belonging to 
the royal audience. 

The character of Selva Alegre is almost in- 
iiefinable. As a private inan he was extremely 
kind and polite, having more of the polished 
courtier about him than might be supposed to 
exist in an individual bom in what may be 
termed a sequestered country. Both in his 
town and country house a great deal of taste 
and splendour were exhibited, in a manner 
somewhat uncommon at Quito ; yet neither his 
income nor his popularity could in any way be 
compared to those of Miraflores nor Solanda. 
As a public character Selva Alegre was ex- 
tremely unfit; wavering and timid, wishing 
raUier to reconcile the two parties than to sup- 
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port either; fond of show and parade, bat 
frightened at his own shadow, as if it mocked 
him. At the gaze of the people he would, like 
a peacock, have allowed his gaudy plumage to 
fall to the ground ; he would have endeavoured 
to hide himself, or, as the most enthusiastic 
Quitenos expressed themselves, '' his shoes did 
not fit him/} 

On the thirteenth the new government visited 
the church of the Carmen Alto, the different 
members dressed in their robes of ceremony; 
His Serene Highness in the full costume of the 
Order of Charles III., of which he was a knight; 
tixe members of the junta in scarlet and black; 
the two ministers were distinguished by large 
plumes in their hats ; the corporation, officers 
of the treasury, and other tribunals, in their 
old Spanish uniforms, and the military in blue, 
faced with white instead of red, as heretofore. 

After the thirteenth of August, anarchy be» 
gan to preside at all the meetings of the junta. 
Morales insisted on a reform in the regulations 
of the tribunals ; Quiroga, that preparations 
offensive and defensive against the neighbouring 
provinces which did not follow the example of 
Quito should be made ; Selva Alegre and the 
members wished that every thing might remain 
as it was. However the army was increased^ 
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and detacbmento s^nt to Guallabainba against 
the Paiitusos, and to Huaranda, to prevent an 
invasion by the Goayaquil^os. The people 
began to shew marisiB of discontent, particularly 
dreading a scarcity of salt, which article was 
procured from Guayaquil. The governor of 
Guayaquil first threatened to invade the pro- 
vinces, next the Viceroy of Santa F^, and lastly 
the Viceroy of Peru. Advices arrived that 
troops from these diflferent quarters were abso- 
lutely on their march, and to complete the 
cmistemation of the people, the Count Ruis 
retired from his palace into the country, to a 
small qmntOy or country seat, two leagues from 
the city, where he remained, till on the night of 
the eighth of November a deputation from the 
sovereign junta waited on him with proposals 
for his reinstatement in the presidency, to which 
he acceded. On the part of the president the 
condition was, that the members of the junta 
should retire to their respective homes, and 
become quiet citizens, as before the tenth of 
August ; and on the part of the junta, that what 
had passed should be referred to the central 
junta in Spain, and that no prosecution should 
take place against them until the resolution of 
the representative authority of Spain should be 
known. These simple preliminaries being 
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agreed to, his excellency the Count Ruis entered 
Quito on the following morning, and was re- 
ceived with the most enthusiastic demonstrations 
of joy ; the inhabitants and the members of the 
ex-junta presented themselves, and made a 
tender of their several titles, which were ac- 
cepted by the president, and with all the acts 
and other papers belonging to the intrusive 
government, as it was stiled, were ordered to 
be burnt; but Arrechaga, instead of obeying 
the order given to him, kept them with the most 
depraved intention for the most execrable pur- 
poses. 

On the second of December the auxiliary 
troops arrived from Lima and Guayaquil, com- 
posed of five hundred infantry, and fifty artillery 
men, under the command of Colonel Arredonda. 
The inhabitants of Quito, relying on the fulfil* 
ment of the conditions agreed to by the Count 
Ruis, erected triumphal arches to receive them, 
and strewed flowers along the streets as they 
passed ; but scarcely had they taken quiet pos- 
session of the city, and disbanded the native 
troops, than Arrechaga, who had been appointed 
fiscal on the death of Yriarte, advised Arre- 
donda to solicit of the president an order for 
the apprehension of all persons who had taken 
an active part in the late revolt, grounding hit 
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jolicitude on the law of power, that good faith 
ought not to be kept with traitors. The count 
had the weakness to accede to the request of 
Arredonda, and an order was immediately issued 
commanding Don Manuel Arredonda, Colonel 
of Infantry, . and Commandant of the Pacifying 
Troops, tropas pacificadoras, to arrest all the 
persons who had been concerned in the late 
rebellion, the names of whom were subminis- 
tered by Arrechaga, and on the twelfth of 
December upwards of fifty of the most respect- 
able inhabitants of Quito were dragged from 
their homes, and immured in cells in the bar- 
racks. Judge Fuertes Amar was again appointed 
to form the proceso criminal. Every succeeding 
day brought new victims to the prison, for not 
only those who had taken an active part in the 
affidr were apprehended, but many individuals 
also to whom letters had been written by the 
insurgents ; and some because they had not 
dedared themselves hostile to the revolutionary 
government ; however the Regent, Oidores, Fis- 
cals, and other persons who had remained 
neuter, and some Spaniards in office who had 
kept their places during the administration of 
the junta, were not included in the number; 
bat the Bishop, who, being an American, was 
included in the list of insurgents, and accused 
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of having Comiiyed at the treason of his flocks 
because he did not anathematize them^ intei^iot 
the places of public worship, and sentence to 
everlasting toiments ali schismatics to roydty 
ftnd passive obedience. 

Two hundred more soldiers arrived flrom 
Santa F6 de Bogoti, and brought with them 
a greater security to the ministers of despotism^ 
and the whole of the provinces of Quito groaiied 
under their tyranny. Many of the most 
wealthy inhabitants fled to their estates in the 
country, and many, although totally uncon- 
nected with the affairs of the junta, were 
aftuid of being swept away by the torrent of 
persecution. Among those who fortunately 
absconded, and eluded the vigilance of the 
government, was the Marquis of Selva iUegre : 
the Marquis of Miraflores died of grief in his 
own bouse, and a guard of soldiers was placed 
over him even till he was interred* 

Not content with imprisoning dKMse persons 
who might be termed the ringleaders, the sol*- 
diers were ^ken into custody, and placed in a 
separate prison, called the presidio. This 
alarmed the lower classes, who began to steal into 
the country, and seek in the mountains and 
woods an asylum against the systematic perse* 
cution that now pervaded the miserable hut of 
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the tabouret ad well as the residence of his em- 
ployer--the cabin of the indigent as Mrell a!» the 
mansioo of the wealthy* Provisions became 
daily more scarce in the city, the soldiery in the 
same ratio became more insolent, when, to 
crown the state of desperation among all 
clMaes of the inhabitants, except the natives 
of Spain who resided here, the examination of 
the prisoners was concluded, and the tdsta 
Jiscal was drawn up. This horrible production, 
worthy of its author, Arrechaga, divided the 
prisoners into thi^ee classes, but sentenced them 
all to death: their number was eighty-four, 
including the prisoners^ and the absent, who 
were outlawed ; even the Bishop was nc^ ex-« 
doded, although, according to the laws of 
Spain, he could only be tried by the council of 
Castile. Distress, affliction, and grief now 
reigned triumphant: mothers, wives, and daugh- 
ters filled the air with their cries for mercy on 
their sons, their husbands, and their brothers, 
who bad been torn from them and immured in 
ditiigeons, where they were not allowed to 
Tifflt them; and who lay under sentence of 
an ignominious death, no hopes being left, ex- 
cept that the president would iM)t confirm the 
sentence, and in this hope they were not 
deceived* . 
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When the proceso was concluded, and re- 
quinsd no more than the veto of the president, 
it was presented to him ; but instead of con* 
curring in the opinion of the fiscal, and giving 
way to the entreaties of Colonel Arredonda, he 
ordered the papers to remain in his cabinet. 
The agitation of the old count was now truly 
distressing, and he frequently said to me, that 
he would prefer signing his own death-warrant 
to the sacrificing of so many deluded victims, 
the greater part of whom had only committed 
an error of judgment, founded, perhaps, on a 
mistaken sense of loyalty ; at last he deter*- 
mined to refer the case for revision to the Vice- 
roy of Santa F^, to the inconceivable chagrin 
of Fuertes, Arrechaga, and Arredonda, who 
all founded their hopes of preferment in Spain 
on the execution of Uie prisoners, who had been 
denominated traitors. 

The Count Ruis was at this time eighty- 
four years of age ; he had resided in Americia 
upwards of forty; first in the capacity of 
Corregidor of Oruro, then of Grovemor Inten- 
dent of Huancavilica, afterwards as President 
of Cusco, and lastly of Quito. When at Huan- 
cavilica he commanded the troops, in 1780, 
against the unfortunate Tupac Umaru, who was 
taken prisoner, and quartered alive m the plasa 
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mayor at Cusco, by being tied to four wild colts^ 
which were driven to the four opposite angles 
of the square. 

When President of Cusco, the unhappy 
victims of Spanish jealousy and cruelty, Ubal* 
de and Ugarte, in 1796, were executed on an 
ex-parte evidence. This proceso was conducted 
by the Oidor B^riosabal, afterwards Count of 
San Juan and Marquis of Casa Palma, and who 
was afterwards, in 1821, proscribed in Lima by 
San Martin. The Count Ruis as a private indi^ 
vidual was remarkably kind and familiar, and 
excessively charitable : in his public capacity 
he was too easily overruled, especially by 
persons in authority under him, and when 
he could be induced to believe them to be 
actuated by motives of justice; but he was 
obstinate in the greatest degree if he once sus^ 
pected their integrity. The court of Spain was 
so well convinced of the virtuous character of 
this nobleman, that in 1795 a royal order was 
issued inhibiting him from a residenciary inves- 
tigation at .the expiration of his first government 
of Cusco : an honour which I believe Was never 
conferred on any other governor in the Spanish 
colonies ' 

The Oidor Don Felipe Fuertes Amar was 
remarkably timid, in hct he was a complete 
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coward, and this weakness brought him to the 
gallows, during a commotion of the indians in 
1810. 

The Fiscal Don Tomas Arrechaga vras a 
native of Oruro, said to be the offspring of a 
friar of San Juan de Dios and a mestisa of 
Oruro. The Count liuis took him when a h6y 
under his protection, educated him, and brought 
him to Quito to establish him in the profession 
of the law, which he had studied. Arreobaga 
was brutal in his looks, his manners, and his 
actions ; he was possessed of all the subtle 
cruelty peculiar to the caste of chinos, which is 
a mixture of African and indian blood : has 
mother was of the latter race, and his father 
was not entirely exempt from the former. Ar- 
rechaga would have waded through the blood of 
bia countrymen to secure promotion ; and from 
the first discovery of the country this had 
been too often the means of obtaining it. 

Don Manuel Arredonda was the son of the 
Viceroy of Buenos Ayres, and nephew to the 
Regent of the Royal Audience of Lima ; he was 
in search of reputation, fame, and promotion*-* 
not in the cannon*s mouth — no, for indeed he 
was the original fop described by Hotspur, he 
was effeminate, proud and cruel, the general 
qualifications of a coward soldier ; an imperious 
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tyrant when in prosperity, but the most abject 
of all wretches when in adversity. 

The person chosen to convey to Santa F6 
the whole of the procesa waa Dx. San Miguel, a 
young advocate who had become the constant 
riwnpftgioa to Axreehaga. Not less than six 
reams of written paper formed the important 
diarge» for Xhe^ safety of which a piquet of hprse 
was ordered to escort San Miguel as fistr as 
Pasto, lest some, of the outlaws might surprize 
him on the road. The prisoners expected no 
ftvour at the hands ef the Viceroy, because he 
waa the uncle of the Oidor Fuer tes who had 
tried them. It was natural to suppose that he 
would not extend his mercy against what bo 
would consider the ji»8tiee of the taw as ex« 
pounded by his nephew; for, although it 
may appear very strange in E^land, that the 
incKnations of persons in such elevated situa^ 
tions should be biassed by persona) interest, this 
was too frequently the case in South America. 
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CHAPTEE II. 

Seeond RcvohitkNi at Quito MasMcre of the PriMiiert......6eMnl MmUbig 

held Spaniah Troops leave Quito. Revolutioo at Santa F6.....« 

ArriTal of Don Carlos Mootoiar at Quito Arredonda invades Quito 

Arrives at Huaranda......Flies fit)in......Montafia> marches towards Cnenar 

..<i..I>eei8ts ixnm attacking the City....-Retam8 to QaitoM....M7 Appoints 

moot to Esmeraldas Capture and Eso^ General Montes enters 

Qnito Death ofMontnfir Quito taken by General Sacra. 

Aft£r the departure of Saa Miguel for Santa 
¥6 many of the soldiers who had belonged to 
the insurgent army returned to the city^ sup- 
posing that the prosecution had closed ; but 
they were apprehended^ and sent to the presidio. 
Several individuals also who came from different 
parts of the country were apprehended on 
suspicion^ and, although they were liberated 
after examination, the alarm flew from one 
place to another, so that none would bring their 
produce to market, and a consequent dearth of 
provisions began to be experienced in the city^ 
This, instead of producing conciliatory measures 
for procuring them, enraged the Spanish sol- 
diers, who committed several depredations, and 
the injured individuals through fear abstained 
from complaining to the officers, or if they 
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Tentared to do it, they were insulted with the 
epithets of rebels, insurgents, and traitors. 
Thus the evil increased daily till the second of 
August, 1810, when some of the soldiers con- 
fined in the presidio surprized the guard, and 
depriying them of their arms, and putting on 
tiieir uniforms, ran to the barracks at one o'clock 
in the afternoon ; the di£^iise prevented all 
suspicion on their approach, and they succeeded 
in driving the sentry from his post at the door, 
and securing the officer of the guard : at this 
moment a bell was rung in the steeple of the 
cathedral, as an alarm : the officers who had 
just sat down to dinner in the palace rushed into 
the plasa mayor, and observing a considerable 
degree of commotion at the door of the barracks 
not fifty yards from that of the palace, the 
guard was ordered to fire on those at the bar- 
racks, which firing was returned by the oppo- 
site party. This lasted about ten minutes, 
when, all being silent, an officer ran to the bar- 
racks to inquire into the c^iuse of the disturb- 
imce : on being informed of what had taken place, 
as well as that all was then safe, be returned 
with the report to his commandant, Arredonda. 
Another officer was immediately sent to inquire 
into the state of the prisoners, and he as briefly 
returned with the news, that they were all 
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dkad. Sonke had been tfabt during Ihe uproar by^ 
the 'sentriM placed ofvet them, aad m^aij bad 
ipeen murdered by a zuabo boy, oi» of tfae 
<^ooks to tbe soldiers, who had entered the&r 
•oells^ mid deerpatcbed them wkh an axe. Teiv 
Tor and tconstentttttom for a momont were i^ble 
in the countenances of the president and 
^officers, when, on a sudden, the Sfutnish soldiere 
rushed from the barrecks into the streets, sbouft- 
iiig revenge ! revenge ! our caqptain is murdered. 
Scarcely (was the alarm gtveii, when the tnfint- 
ated soldiers abandoned their posts, and run* 
ning up and down the streets, murdered every 
individoal they met with, without distinction 
either of age or mx : the drnms in difierent 
parts of the city beat an advance, and murder 
and pillage raged in this horrid manner ^1 
three o'clock, all the cAoers standing on the 
-esplanade of the palace, without making aay 
effort to cfaedc the massacre: at lengdi, the 
soldiers kaving expended their stock of car- 
tridges began to retttm to the inarracks, some 
of them so laden with pkmder, that they had 
left their airms they knewuot ^ere« 

The nimiber of prisomers confined in the 
cells, many of whom were secured with irsns, 
and who fell a sacnftee to tJK insufaovdination of 
the soldiery, and the infaecibty of the eiffioers. 
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wftB setTMly-two ; a clergy mmii of tlie name of 
Cwteie, and ad iftdividiial ^ the aame of Ro- 
meroi were the only priscmers lAMit escaped, aikl 
Aey sarod their lives by feigaiDg to be dead, 
M^ndes, Qiiir(|ga» Siofirio, and Salinas perished; 
but to the memory of these, aad their fellow 
4nifier6r89 the government of Yenezuela ordered 
a dfty of mottmifig to be kept annually ; thus 
payAgto then the greatest possible respect; 
they also afterwards determuied to call them the 
Martyrs of Quito. In the streets of Quito about 
three httadred isdividuids perished, includuig 
seven of the Spanish soldiers^ who were killed 
by sMue Indian butchers, whom they had re- 
peatedly insulted. Such was the fury displayed 
by the pacifying troop«» that a party of them 
having wet a captain in his uniform, who be- 
longed to the Guayaquil cavalry, a soldier seized 
the swcord of his captam, and ran him through 
Ike body with it, laying him weltenng in his 
gcre not fifty fBxds from the door of the bar- 
neks. 

No pewecs <of language can describe the 
mxiety which this dreadful afiair excited in the 
jnkids of the inhabitants^ who, ignorant of the 
niagin, considered it as an unprovoked slaqghter 
mi tlwir conntrymen, and consequently dreaded 
that it ma^ be i^ain Mpeated in the same 
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manner. Only five of the soldiers ^o left the 
presidio entered the barracks — had twenty en- 
tered, they would doubtlessly have succeeded 
in liberating the prisoners ; but these were 
murdered while those were engaged with the 
guard at the door. 

The streets of the city were entirely de* 

serted ; groups of people were scattered about 

on the neighbouring hills, looking wistfiiUy at 

their apparently desolated town ; dead bodies 

were strewed about the streets and squares^ 

and all was horror and dismay. During the 

night the bodies of the prisoners were conveyed 

to the church of San Augstin, and those that 

were murdered in the streets, to the nearest 

churches. The two succeeding days, the third 

and the fourth of August, the inhabitants kept 

within their houses, and, except the soldiers, 

not an individual ventured into the streets. The 

government now began to fear that the whole of 

the provinces would rise en masse ; and as the 

news of the revolution at Caracas, which took 

place on the nineteenth of April, 1810, had 

reached their ears, this, with their ignorance of 

what was passing in the mother country, except 

that Bonaparte had taken possession of Madrid^ 

suggested to them an effort at reconciliaiticm^ 

but wiUiout in the least reflecting on their owa 
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baseness and treachery, in having violated the 
oonditions which had replaced the president in 
his authority, and thus branded themselves with 
tile name which they most justly deserved, that 
of mfames traidares, infamous traitors. 

On the fifth an order was published for the 
heads of all the corporate bodies, officers, and 
principal inhabitants to meet at the palace, and 
resolve on such means as were most likely to 
restore peace, tranquillity, and confidence to the 
eountry. Accordingly the persons who were 
summoned met ; the president took the chair, 
having the Bishop on his right, and Colonel 
Arredonda on his left, the Regent, oidores, 
fiscals, attorney-general, and other officers and 
persons of distinction took their seats. The 
president rose, and in very few words ex- 
pressed his sorrow for what had happened, and 
his sincere wish to restore peace and unanimity 
among the people. The Bishop in a short 
speech answered, that he was afraid such wishes 
would never be fulfilled, until those persons 
who had advised his Excellency to forget his 
promises made to the people were removed 
from that part of the country. Arrechaga rose 
and observed, that his lordship recriminated 
on his conduct ; to which the prelate replied, 
that years and dignity precluded anyrecrimi- 
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nation on Don Arrechaga from kin. TMs de^> 
bate induced the president to nqnesl; thftft 
Arrecfas^ wookl leave the htU, which stquest 
was relnctantly complied Mrith ; althou|^ sueti 
a rebuff from die Bishop would only fonr day» 
before that of the meeting htTe shewn him the 
way to a dungeon. 

Dr. Rodrigues^ a secular poriest, greatly 
levered for his ¥ri8dom and his virtue by aU 
who knew him^ rose from his seat, and, ad-^ 
Tancing to the centre of the halU delivered a 
most eloquent and animated speech, whiek 
Iluited for more than an hour. He portrayed 
ike character of the Quitenoa in general, esc- 
plained the causes of the late revolution wkk 
tvangeUcal d^ty, and dwelt on the fetal 
results with the truest symptoms of grieC i» 
suoh a manner, that, not through sympathy 
but sensibility, conviction, shame, Md remorse* 
the big tear flowed down the dieeka of 
his hearts* He conoluded by repei^g what 
hts prelate had said, and added further, that 
the people of Quito could no longer consi- 
der their lives and property secure, unless tkoAe 
mdividuals who had so lately forfeited their title 
of pacificators were removed from the country. 
** I allude," said he, '' to the officers and troops ; 
they lunre already made upwards of three hnn^ 
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dred unoffending, feltow-creatures^ as fSuthful 
GbristiaBS and as loyal subjects as themselveer, 
the peaceful tenants of the grave, and, if not 
•topped in their career of slaughter, they will 
soon convert one of the most fruitful regions, of 
the Spanish monarchy into a desert ; and future 
travellers, while execrating their, memory, will 
exclaim, ' here once stood Quito ! ' " 

Don Manuel Arredonda, trembling for his 
personal safety, now rose. He observed, that 
he was folly convinced the government of Quito 
ought to rely on the loyalty of the Quitenos, and 
allow, him to retire with the troops under his 
command. This was immediately agreed to, 
and the act of the meeting haying been draiwn 
up, was signed by the President, the Bishop, 
the Commander of the troops, and several other 
members. Preparations for the evacuation of 
the city immediately commenced, and the 
troops under the command of Arredonda began 
^ir march on the following morning, leaving 
the two hundred soldiers from Santa ¥6 and the 
govermnent to the mercy of a. populace driven 
afanost to despair by their cruel and nmrderous 
conduct* 

A fi^Tv.days after the departure of Arredonda 
and tlie soldiers. Dr. San. Miguel returned from 
Santa^ F^, bringing tidings of an insurrection 

VOL. III. F 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



d4 TRAVBLBm 

having taken place inthat city. It commencedoB 
the twenty-third of July, 1810, the day belioire the 
arrival of San Miguel with his cargo of papers. 
When he presented himself before the new 
authorities at Santa F^, he was comoianded te 
repair to the plasa mayor with his papers, and 
here he was ordered to deliver them into the 
hands of the hangman, who immediately com« 
aftitted them to the flames. Thus a trial was 
concluded, which, perhaps, in point of infiuaouf 
intrigue was unparalleled in any age or nation ; 
and bad the conducters of it suffered a similar 
fiite at the same time, numbers of Americans 
would have had just cause to have been satis* 
fied. The return of San Migu^ only served to 
throw the government of Quito into greater 
iDonstemation, and the ci&xens who had lost their 
relatives or their friends on the second of Au* 
gust into deeper sorrow. 

The insurrection of Santa F6 wasooodocted^ 
like that of Quito, without any bloodshed ; the 
news of the commission conferred on Villavien* 
cio by the central junta of Spain, to visit his^ 
native place, and to make any sudi alteratioos 
in the form of the government as might appeur 
necessary for die preservation of the couotry, 
had arrived at Santa F^. The fnends ef tUs 
American wished to prepare a house for his 
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reception ; one of them begged the low of a 
ekatMk^er of a European Spaniard^ who, cha» 
grined at the idea of a rojral commissioD haviag 
been conferred on a colonist, insulted the bor- 
rower; thk condnct produced an altercation 
between the parties, a mob collected at the 
door, the Spandard attempted to dri^ the people 
away with threats and insults^ which at last 
produced a cry of CabUdo Ahkrto! an open 
meeting at the City liall. Scarcely had the shout 
been re-eduyed by the mob, when it was ex^ 
tended to every part of the city, and Cabildo 
Abterto became the watchword. Crowds of peo« 
pie ^eked to the pksa mayor^ the doors of the 
town haU were thrown open, and several indi* 
viduaiB, aU natives, ranged themselves round 
the table. At this juncture some one advanced to 
tie door, and asked the populace why they had 
coHected in that manner, at this particular time? 
Someone zxkwwwed^queremMgobiemo tmccojuera 
Btpohoks / We want a new government — out 
with the Spaniards ! Nantio was then sent to re- 
^piest die presence of the Viceroy Amar, as presi- 
dent of the meeting. His exoeUency refused ; a 
seeond message was sent, and met vnth the same 
refusal: thisconduet exasperated the people, and 
the cory of fuera Espanoles ! fuera chapetones I 
resranded from every quarter. A third 
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mes^efnger was shortly after sent to inform Doot 
Antonio Amar^ that his functions, with those of 
all European Spaniards in the government, had 
ceased. Amar now volunteered to go and pre- 
side at the meeting ; but he was told, that only 
his baston of command was requested ; this, 
after a little altercation, he delivered up. The 
new government took possession of the bar* 
racks, the park of artillery, and the govern* 
ment stores. The ex- viceroy and some of the 
ex-oidores were sent to Gartbagena to be eoi* 
barked for Spain. In one day the change in 
the government was completed, and on the fol- 
lowing the people retired to their several homeB 
and occupations in the most perfeet order, after 
witnessing the public burning of the papers 
brought by San Miguel. 

In the month of September of the same 
year, Don Carlos Montufar, son to the out- 
lawed Marquis of Selva Alegre, who with several 
others had again presented himself puUicly 
in Quito, arrived, bringing with him powers 
from the central junta of Spain, to establish 
such a government, or make such changes in 
the one existing, as might ensure the allegiance 
of the country to Ferdinand on his restoration. 
The joy which this arrival would have occasioned 
a short time before it took place was consider 
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nUy damped by the recollection of the second 
of Ai^st. However, to support, and as it were 
to exculpate the conduct of the government 
with respect to the treatment of the unfortunate 
victims who had perished <m that day, Montufisur 
and his friends determined on re-establishing the 
junta* A meeting was convened at the ball of 
the university, at which the Count Ruk pre^ 
sided ; the commisdon conferred on Montufar 
was read, and the formation of a junta pn> 
posed, which was immediately agreed tov The 
Count Ruis was nominated president, and the 
Marquis of Selva Alegre vice-president ; the 
members for the city were elected by the five 
parishes, and those for the country by tiie 
parishes of the heads of the provinces. 

Don Carlos Montu^eir, desirous of preserving 
tranquiltity, and maintaining a good understand* 
ing with the Viceroy of Peru in particular, 
immedkitely forwarded to his Excellency Doa 
Jose de Abascal his original commission ; but 
the innovation was so great, and die decrease 
of Spanish authority so alarming to the Viceroy^ 
that he returned the papers widi an assurance^ 
that he '' should exert himself in the support 
of his own authority, and that of all the faithful 
subjects of the crown of Spain." This impra- 
dent and ill-timed answer, accompanied by 
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ii knowledge of the present state of aEffiBurs m 
Santa F^ and Venezuela ; of the revolt of Saa 
Miguel and el Valle de los Dolores in Meiueo^ 
which tock place on the nineteenth of August ; 
of that of Bu^MB Ayres on the twenty-sixth 
9f May, 1819; together with the condition 
of the mother country — distracted the atten* 
tion of the Spaniards, and first disseminated 
the whisper of Independence : a whisper which 
was confined to private conversations, and was 
keard only among the higher classes. 

Colonel Arredonda and his troops were at 
first ordered to remain at Gruayaquil; but on 
the arrival of the news communicated by tl^ 
newly-established government of Quito, he was 
commanded to invade the territory belonging to 
tiiat jurisdiction, and to declare war against the 
newly ^estabUshed authorities, as being traitors 
to the Crown of Spain. At the same time that 
Arredonda began his march* Montufar coUedel 
the armed fbnce of Quito, began to discipline 
sew troopSi and proceeded with them to Bio- 
bamba. Popayan and Pasto, under the influence 
of Samano the governor of the former place, 
declared their adherence to the <M government 
and avowed their intention of invading Quito to 
the northward, while Arredonda shoald at- 
tempt the same to the southward. A few 
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troop* placed by Montufar at Ouaitarapre^ 
duded all fear with regard to Samano, and 
Mootoiar waited at Riobamba the advance of 
Arredonda. 

A sentinel placed at an advanced post at the 
EnsiDada was alarmed early one morning by a 
sudden report, caused by the ice on Chimboraso, 
which, when the rising sun first illumes it, some« 
times cracks with a tremendous report Alarmed 
at what he heard, he abandoned his post, and 
communicated intelligence of the approach of 
Montufar with a train of artillery. Arredonda 
was now filled with the greatest possible con- 
sternation, and without waiting to inquire into 
the cause of the alarm, or to investigate the 
report, he mounted his horse, and fled : the 
officers and soldiers followed the example 
of their cMef, and, leaving every thing behind 
diem, placed their safety in their heels. Mon- 
tufer, being immediately apprised of what had 
passed at Huaranda, Arredonda's late head 
quarters, went and took possession of the 
tbandoned stores, consisting of eight hundred 
muskets, six field-pieces, a quantity of ammu- 
nition, the military chest, and all the public as 
well as private property belonging to the tropas 
pacificadoras. 

The city of Cuenca declared its attachment 
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to the royal cause, as it now began to be caUed, 
in opposition to the insurgents, and Montufar, 
flushed with his good fortune at Huaranda, 
marched towards that city ; the Bishop, Quiii* 
tian Aponte, who with a crucifix in one hand 
and a sword in the other had marshalled the 
patives, and exhorted them with more than 
pastoral eloquence, fled on receiving advices 
that the insurgents were within ten leagues of 
the city, and left his flock at the mercy of the 
very man whom he had described the day be- 
fore as a ravenous wolf. 

In this state of afiisurs, when every thing 
seemed to promise success to the insurgents, a 
post arrived from Spain, bringing the news of 
the dissolution of the junta central, and the for- 
mation of a Regency and Cortes, and command* 
ing all his Majesty's faithful subjects to abjure 
the traitorous junta, and to take the oath of 
allegiance to the newly-constituted authorities. 
An order of the Regency commanded that every 
thing in the colonies should remain in the same 
state in which it might then be, until the Regency 
and the Cortes should decide. Carlos Montufar, 
on the receipt of this intelligence, communi- 
cated to him by the Viceroy of Peru, answered 
his excellency, that as a loyal subject, and 
trusting that the conduct of his excellency 
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mmld evince equal loyalty and deference to the 
supreme order received, he should imme- 
diately retire to Quito with the troops under his 
command. 

A small detachment of soldiers continued 
on the heights of Guaitara, and every thing irf 
Quito remained tranquil until the middle of 
November, when General Molina arrived at 
Coenca, and, by the order of the Viceroy Abas- 
cal, peremptorily insisted on the dissolution of 
the junta, which was objected to. Captain 
Vfllavicencio arrived from Guayaquil to treat 
with the government on the proposals made by 
General Molina, and such was the spirit of 
party, and the dread of again being oppressed 
by pacifying troops, that on the arrival of Villa- 
viccricio, a woman, named Salinas, a servant to 
Captain Salinas, who was murdered on the 
second of August, collected a body of females, 
who armed themselves with lances, and escorted 
Villavicencio to the house prepared for him, 
where they remained on guard till he quitted 
the city. Nothing could be more ridiculous 
than the appearance of this naval hero when he 
had to attend the meeting of the junta, marching 
along the street with an Amazonian guard, 
composed of twenty -five females with lances, 
who conducted l^m to and from the hall, 
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During the time that Montuiar was ab«^ 
from the eity with the troops Mveral popular 
commotions took place, partioularly of the in^ 
dians ; these were principally etcited by a natite 
of the name of Pena, who had bad a son slain in 
the massacre of the second of August. During 
this time, the Oidor Fuertes and the post^ 
master-general attempted to escape, with fl» 
intention of proceeding down the Maranon, but 
they were seized by the indians, brought badk 
to Quito/ and before. the respectable part of 
the inhabitants could relieve them from the 
danger in which they were placed, the indians 
erected a temporary gibbet in the plasa mayor, 
and hanged them : being in the atteet myself, 
the indians seized me also, and were hiirrping 
me along towards the place of execution^ but I 
was providentially rescued by the interference 
of an old clergyman, to whom I was kiiown» 
and to whom I undoubtedly owe the preaerva^ 
tion of my existence. 

The adherence of Popayan and Paste to the 
Spanish governors precluded all communication 
between Quito and Santa F6, Venezuela, and 
other places. The junta determined to open a 
communication by the coast with Gali and Baga, 
and also with those parts of the country which 
had established the same form of government as 
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timnt^ves. Owing to the knowledge wliick 
I had acquired of the ooftst, the title of govern 
nor of Esmeraldaa^ and military commander of 
«he coast) with the rank of lieutenant-colo&el 
of artillery was conferred on me; imd on th« 
fifth of December I left Quito with fifty soldijbr8> 
took poMeasion of my command^ opened the 
communication, and secured the dep6t of arms 
telongtng to the Spaniards at Tamaco« 

During my residence on the coast of Bsme^ 
raldaa^ nothing particular occurred in the capital, 
except preparations for defence : General Mo^ 
Una died at Cuencja, and the Bishop of Cuenca 
at Gruayaquil. Aymerich, the governor of Po* 
payan, soUcited a brig of war, which was 
4mot by the governor of Guayaquil ; with this 
assistance EsmersJdas was invaded, and I was 
taken {sisoner itv May, 1811; but with the 
permission of Captain Ramires I made my 
escape from the brig. Don Toribio Months was 
appointed by the Regency president of Quito, 
and immediately took the command of the 
troops 49tationed at Guayaquil and Cuenca, and 
began his march on Quito. The president; 
Count Ruis, retired to a small convent in the 
suburbs of Quito ; but a popular commotion of 
the indians in the city occurred, a party of 
them went to the convent and dragged the vene^ 
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'rable good old man into the street, where ihej 
murdered him. Montes had a few akirmiahe* 
with the Quitenos; but he eptered the city, and 
caused several of the principal individuals who 
had been concerned in the late transactions to 
be put to death. Among these was Don Cariot 
Montufar, who> being sentenced as a traitor, 
was shot through the back» his heart taken out 
and burnt Some of the indians who had been 
the ringleaders in the death of the Count Ruis 
:were hanged, and their heads placed in iron 
cages in different parts of the city, where they 
remained until taken down by order of (Jenerai 
Sucre. 

From the year 1811 Quito continued to be 
governed by the Spanish authorities, till May, 
1822* when General Sucre entered by force of 
arms, and at that time it became a part of the 
republic of Colombia* 
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CHAPTER III. 

^late of Lima in 1811 Coostftntioii proclaimed Some EffiKta of...... 

Wiflbes of tlie Inlmhitonts oTLima Manifest of Veneniela. 

On my arrival in Lima I found the same spirit of 
revolutionary principles disseminated among all 
ranks of creoks, excepting some few individuals 
who possessed lucrative employments under the 
government. The Viceroy Abascal endeavoured 
to check the spirit of rebellion by the mildest 
measures possible, avoiding all acts of persecu- 
tkm; he established a regiment, called de la 
Cqncordia, of concord, from the respectable 
inhabitants of the city, constituted himself the 
colonel of it, and nominated the officers from 
among the more leading individuals, whether 
Spaniards or Creoles : this for a short time lulled 
the spirit of insurrection. The victory of Gua-* 
qui, gs^ined by General Goyoneche over the 
army of Buenos Ayres, was welcomed with 
feasts and rejoicings ; but the scarcity of wheat, 
the ports of Chile being closed^ began to be 
very apparent. 

In 1812 the constitutional government was 
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proclaimed, and copies of the constitntion of 
the Spanish monarchy were the only books that 
were read, consulted, and studied by all classes. 
The formation of a constitutional corporation, ca- 
bildo, and the election of constitutional alcaldes, 
caused some uproar in the city ; but the mea* 
sures became alarming to the Spaniards when 
the election of deputies for the cortes took place. 
The Spaniards, accustomed to consider the na^ 
tiyes as inferiors, and almost as intmders in 
their own country, had now to brook their con^ 
tempt in return, to bear with their oppoeation, 
and sometimes with their reproaches. The poll 
was cdMiucted in the patio, or principal cloister 
of the convent of La Merced ; several collegians 
of San Carlos placed themselves on the hus- 
tings, and, according to the Ley de PartUh^ no 
native of Spain is permitted to re^e in the 
colonies without a special license of the Casa 
de Contratacion of Seville, or in the emffloy of 
the government, and the latter were declared 
by the constitution, tit. 2, cap* iv. art. 24, to hare 
no vote. Thus as no Spaniards in Lima could' 
produce a license, or passport, they wer6 not 
allowed to vote ; and this excited in them the 
most frantic rage and chagrin. One tBpaniard 
presented himself with his passport, and io^ 
sultingly advanced towards the hustings to vote ; 
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biit OQf of tbe coUagt«Liiet looking over the. papery 
fouod diat the voter was a oative of the Canary 
Ialaii4s, which beipg African islands, and al} 
Ai)rica9s, or descendants of Afncans, being 
declared by art. 22, tit 2, cap. i v. of the concttitu^ 
lions as not having an elective vote, unless they 
had obtained a letter of denizensbip from the 
-cortes, he was obliged to retire amid theshonts 
of the Creoles, and the curses against the cartes 
of the Spaniards* 

Nothing could possibly be more favourable 
to the colonies than the publication of a consti^ 
tutional form of government, and the liberty of 
the press, as it was sanctioned by the cortes. 
The restrictions were such a3 would have pro+ 
dttced a clamour in £n^and, but to a slave an 
hour of rest is an hour of perfect freedom, and 
to men whose pens had been chained by politi'* 
eal trammels and inquisitorial anathemas, a 
relief from such restrictions was hailed as an 
absolute immunity. Those colonies that still 
remained faithful to the mother conntry had 
an opportunity of reading the periodical papers, 
a thing unknown at this time, unless we except 
the government gazette; and although such 
news as was unfavourable to the Spanish sys* 
tern did not appear in print, yet the barefaced 
falsehoods of the old ministerial paper were 
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diedced in their exaggeratioiis, by the ap* 
pearance of authentic inteNigence in the new 
papers, and the public w«re informed of such 
&cts as had taken place : they were apprised of 
the establishment of republican governments in 
Mexico, Colombia, Buenos Ayres, and Chile—* 
fieicts that would have been disguised by the 
old established authorities, and the people 
would have been stigmatized by the name of 
banditti, of discontented indians, a gang of 
traitors, or a horde of highwaymen and free- 
booters. 

The inhabitants of Lima wished for a change 
in their form of government as ardently perhaps 
as those of any other part of America ; and for 
not having established one, they have beea 
considered by many as a race of effeminate 
listless cowards, and have been reported as 
8uch--but most undeservedly. Although in a 
cause adverse to their own interest, for many 
years they sustained the brunt of the war agahist 
all the forces that could be brought to the field 
by those whom they were taught to consider 
as enemies. Soldiers are instructed by the pre- 
cepts and the examples of their commanders, and 
rarely reflect on what is right or wrong; otherwise 
history would not present us with such number- 
less instances of armed forces acting in open 
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l^ » QuUtary force, tbe k^alntftats m mwU as. 
the a»l^r0 nrast subnut lo the vrill of tbe oom" 
manders. Such wa» the state oC lima : iMsy ol 
die aoIdieiB it is true iv^ere Limenos, but memy 
irere from diffiMrent parts of Peru, and naajcly^ 
the whole of the officers were Spaniards, and. 
those who w«re not were under lite auspicMwa 
eye of jealous masters. 

At first, tiie several provinoes that revolted, 
and which had esUbilished new governn^ewts.. 
SBOst solemnly declared, that it was not their 
hitention to separate from the crown of $pain, 
but to govern Uiemselves ux auoh a loanner as 
would secure to that crown tbepossessionof Ame- 
rica. The Regency of Spain, however, invested 
with the authority to govern the peninsula, 
insisted on the prerogative of govefning th^ 
American colonuas, forgetting that f^ famous 
grant of America made by Pope Alexander YI. 
annexed America to the crowns of Castile and 
Arragoo, wad not to the nation wff to any re- 
^sentative body belonging to that nation. 
Every individual that was apprehended during 
the first years of commotion was treated aa 
a traitor. At Quito the words " oonstitutecl 
autharities" cpntai»ed in the oath ^^fih was 
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administered were eonVerted into high treason, 
and there is no doubt but Arrechaga would have 
sdicited the sentence of capital punishment on 
all those who had taken it» had not their mim-< 
ber included many of his friends.' 

Declarations of independence, and manifestos 
containing the motives foft at once separating 
from the mother country, now began to circulate 
among the natives of Peru; and although sotne 
of them contained exaggerations^ and the govem*- 
ment of lima became possessed of copies of 
them, yet such was the apathy or the timidity 
of the chiefs, that no attempt at refutation was 
ever made. The following are translations of 
papers from Venezuela, which fully express all 
the grievances of which the Hispano- Americans 
complained. They were drawn up for the pur- 
pose of instilling into the minds of their coun* 
trymen a determination to shake off those 
grievances, and to convince the world at lai^ 
that the insurrection of the Spanish colonies had 
become a matter of necessity and not of choice : 
' ". Manifesto made to the world by the con- 
federation of Venezuela in South America, of 
the reasons on which it founds its absolute inde- 
pendence of Spain, and of every other foreign 
power. Done by the general Congress of tfae^ 
United Stated, atel cnrdered to be published. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



''Spanish America^ coBdeqatted tat loore 
tliaji tbxee centuried to exist only for the pur- 
po0e of increasing the political preponderance 
of iSpaki> without the least influence in, or par- 
tkdpation of her > greatness, would, accordiog 
to the oi:der of events in which she had no 
other part than that of sitferance, have been 
the victim and the sacrifice of the disorder, 
corruption, and conquest, which have disor- 
gaiw^ the nation her conqueror, if the instinct 
pf ^IC-pqeservation had not dictated to the 
Aoiericans, that the mom^it of action had 
arrived, and. that it was time to reap the 
fruits of three centuries of patience and for- 
bearaace. 

" Jf the discovery of the new worid was to 
the humaiU race an occurrence highly interesting, 
jthe rege)Q^]:ation of this same world, degraded 
frpmi that period by oppression and servitude, 
wiUnotbe less so. America,, raising herself 
from the dust, and throwing off her chains with- 
out passing through the political gradations of 
4)ither countries, will in her. tvm triumph over 
thei vorld, without deluging it in blood, witli- 
4>ut enflaying it, without brutifying it Are- 
volution most useful to mankind will be that of 
^Aitoerica, when, she. shall constitute her own 
authorities and govern herself, opening her 
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«nM to receive tbode peofde of Buro]p^ Who 
may be tntmi^ed on by policy, wiib to fly ftott 
the evils of war» or eecape the persecution txA 
the fury oJT party. Theinbabita&ts of one he^ 
uifpbere will then cross the oeeAn to the other 
in smirch of peace add tttttiqtiillity ; not wick 
the lust nor peiftdy of conqnest, hke the heroes of 
thesixteenth century^^as friends^ not as tyrairts { 
as men willing to obey, not as lords to ctMnnMuid 
-Miot to destroy, but to sare«--not as raveao«a 
tigers, but as human beings, who, horror^sfruck 
at the account of our past misfortunes, weM 
taught to estimate them by their own— -who wiH 
not convert their reason into a spirit of blind 
persecution, nor wish to stain our annds wHk 
ble^d and misery, then shall navigation, geo- 
Ifraphy, antronomy, mdustry, and tfade pet«- 
feded by tbe discoveiy of America, thoi^ 
until now the source of her debai^ment, be 
converted into the means of accelemting, 
consolidating, and making more perfect Ao 
happmess of the two worlds. 

'"This is not a flattering dream^ but the 
homage of reaton to prudence, whose ineffiaiblo 
wisdom deidgned that one part of the human 
race should not groan under (he tyiatmy of 
another ; consequently, the great ftat of whut 
riiould precede the diasoiutiott of Hke wotM 
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«(Hdd fiot tike plam befon one pitft of iii 
inhabittuito had eit)oy6d theit inbureni tigkt^ 
Erery tkdng has lofig bM& pfreptriug fer tidi 
epoch of f(»lidty wd ooMoliutioii. lb fiiirop« 
^ shodi and the fermofit&tio^ of optoioiid, did 
tonteiiipt aftd the invotnon of the lawii ; tho 
prbittMltion of those bonds wUoh ought to hato 
held siatM together ; the hiimry of Mmtii^ tho 
etidtton of ii^ustry, the eOiMteqiieiit titipiNH 
iactilreBess of laiidi^ the oppresmm of tiitue> 
ttd the triumph of tic^ accderated the ptogf eM 
of evil in one worlds while the increase of 
iKiptdatioii in Americtt, of the wittti of fef feign 
ooantries dependent cm her, the dOvelopment 
of mgrfeolture in a new and fertile soil, iSM 
germ of inddstry under a bentfieent dhnsil^, 
tiie eimtaentaof science tinder a privileged 6t^ 
ganiMion, Ihe means of a rich and pit)BperouS 
trade^ and the strengtfi of a political adoles^ 
oence, aU, aU contribntAd to accelerate the 
progresn of good in the othen 

'' Such was the odvantageOM alttfmittite 
that eoshit^d America presented to het mistress, 
Spaiti, on the other dde of the ooean^ when 
oppress^ by the weight of every evil, and 
nodermined by etefy prmdj^ destructive to 
society, America called upon her to ease her Of 
her chains that rtie might fly to her sadcoor* 
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Fortunately [Hrc^udice triiiQq>hed, the geniiui of 
evil and disorder seized on the goyermnent; 
goaded pride usurped the seat of pruden<ce; 
ambition triumphed over liberality, and substi- 
tu]ting deceit and perfidy for generosity and 
integrity, thote very arms were tuoied against 
us which we ouraelves used when unpelled by 
fidelity and good faith ; we .taught Spain heraetf 
the way to resist her enemies^ under the banners 
pf a presuming king, unfit to reign, and void 
of all title except the generous compassion of 
the people and his own misfortunes. . > 

'* Venezuela was the. first in the new world 
to pledge to Spidn that generous aid which fine 
considered as a necessary homage ; Venezuela 
was the first to pour the consoling balm of 
friendship And fraternity into her wounds when 
afflicted i Venezuela was the first that knew the 
d^rders which threatened the destruction of 
Spain; ^e was the first to provide for her own 
safety, without severing the bonds that linked 
lier to the mother country ; the first to. feel the 
offects of her ambitious ingratitude; she was, die 
ifif0t on whom war was declared by her bre;thm ; 
and she is now the first to recover and declare 
her independence and civil dignity in the new 
world. In order to justify this measure of ne^ 
f^essity and of justice, she considers it an in« 
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cmnb^it daty to preeent to the universe the 
reasons which have urged her to the same, that 
her honour and principles may not be doubted, 
nor endangered when she comes to fill the hi^h 
rank which Providence restores her to. 

*' All those persons who are aware of our 
determinations know what was our fajte previous 
to die late inversion of things, which alone dis- 
solved our engagements with Spain, even grant- 
ing that these were legal and equitable. It 
would be superfluous to present again to impar- 
tial Europe the misfortunes and vexations she 
has so often had cause to lament, at a time 
when we were not allowed to do so ; neitiier is 
it necessary to assert the injustice of our de- 
pendance and degradation, when every nation has 
viewed as an insult to political equity, that 
Spain unpeopled, corrupted, and plunged into 
a slate of sloth and indolence by the measures 
of a despotic government, should have exclu- 
sively usurped from the industry and activity 
of the rest of the continent, the precious and 
incalculable resources of a world constituted in! 
the fief and monopoly of a small portion of the 
other. 

^* The interest of Europe cannot oppose the 
liberty of one quarter of the globe, which now 
discovers itself to the interest of the other 
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thr^e; y«t a iQene p^nm^ula is found to pppo«ft 
tbe ^nterfi9ts pf its gpyenupQAt to tUwe qf i^ 
ni^tipD, ip owler to raise the q1c( hproispteri? 
9^p8t the new o»e, si»ce the impossibility of 
oppressing it fdone for wy loog^r period i^ now 
visible. lu opposition to these end^yours^ 
wore fatal to our trwquilKty than to our pro- 
spi^Tityi we will disclose to the wQrld tho caup^ 
which operated on our conduct on th? fifteenth 
qf July, 1808, and the acts that have wreste4 
bqm us the resolutions of the nineteenth of 
April, 1810, and of the fifth of July, 1811, 
Thef^ three epochs will form the first period of 
the glories of regenerated Venei^uela, when th» 
in^pajrtial pen of history shall record the first 
lines of the political existence of South America. 
<« Onr maiufests and public papers testified 
tJnpst all the reasons that influenced our reso* 
lution9> 9s well as our designs, and all the just 
and decorous means that were employed to re^Uw 
them I it might be supposed that an ex»ct and 
impartial comparison of our conduct with thftt 
pf the late governments of Spain would of 
itself snfifiee to justify not only our moderation, 
not only our measures of security, not only OUT 
independence, but also even the declaration of 
^^ irreconcilable enmity to those who dl^ 
rectly or indirectly have contributed to the 
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unnatural system now adopted against us. No- 
thing in truth should we have to do if good 
faith had been the spring of action, used by 
the partisans of oppression against liberty ; but, 
as the last analysis of our misfortunes, we can- 
not extricate ourselves from the condition of 
slaves without being branded with the disgrace- 
ful epithets of ungrateful rebels. Let those 
therefore listen and judge us who have no part 
in our misfortimes^ and who are now desirous 
of having none in our disputes, in order not to 
augment the prejudices of our enemies, and let 
them not lose sight of the solemn act of our 
just, necessary, and modest emancipation. 

'^ Caracas was apprised of the scandalous 
scenes which took place at the Escurial and 
Aranjues at a time when she was already con- 
vinced of what were her rights, and the state 
in which they were placed by those extraordinary 
occurrences ; but the habit of obedience on the 
one hand, the apathy that despotism had pro- 
dueed on the oth^, and in fine our fidelity and 
good faith, were at that moment paramount to 
every other feeling. After the communication 
of Murat, the kingly substitute of Joseph Bona- 
parte, had reached the capital of the monarchy, 
the authorities did not even hesitate respecting 
the reception of it, the people only thought df 
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being faitfaiiil, couBiBteat, and generous, with^ 
out premeditating on the evik to which thii 
noble and gallant ^conduct would expose thenu 
Without any other view than that of honour^ 
Venezuela refused to follow the opinions of the 
leading characters in Madrid, some of wheoi^ 
in support of the orders of the French Regei^ 
of the kingdom, exacted of us the oath of aQe<- 
. giance to the new king ; others declared and 
IHiblished ttett Spain had received a new ex«- 
istence since her old authorities abandoned her, 
since the cession made by the Bourbons and 
ibe entrance of the new dynasty ; that they 
had recovered their absolute ind^>endence and 
liberty, and that they offered the same alluring 
terms to the Americans, who by the same meau 
might procure the same rights. But the first 
«tep we took for our own security convinced the 
junta central that there was something in us 
besides habits said prejudices^ and they begam 
to change their tune respecting liberality and 
sincerity; they perfidiously adopted the talis- 
man Ferdinand at first practised in good fkith^ 
they suppressed, but with cunning and suavity, 
the plain and legal project of Caracas in 1B08 
to form a junta, and to imitate the representa- 
tive system of the governments of Spain<; and 
ihey began to set up a new specieaof despotistt 
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under Uie factitious name of a king, acknow* 
ledged only from a principle of generosity^ and 
destined to oppress and tyrannise us by those 
who had usurped the sovereignty. 

^^ New governors and judges initiated in the 
new system projected by Spain against America^ 
decided in the support of it at our expense, 
and provided with instructions for even the last 
political change which might occur in the other 
hemisphere, were the consequonces resulting 
from the surprize tiiat our unparalleled and 
unexpected generosity caused to the central 
jonta. Ambiguity, artifice, and disorder were the 
springs employed to keep in motion diis short- 
lived administration : as. they saw their empire 
exposed and tottering, they wbfaed to gain in 
one day what had enriched their ancestors for 
many years; and as their authority was backed 
by that of their parasites, all their endeavours 
were directed to the support of each other 
under the shadow of our illusion and good 
faitk No statute or law against these plans 
was effective; and every measure that fieivour- 
ed the new system of political freemasonry 
was to have the force of law, however opposed 
it might be to the principle of equity and 
justice. After the declaration of the Ciqptain« 
general Emparan made to the audienda^ that in^ 
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Caracas there was no other law nor will but 
his own, and this fully demonstrated in several 
arbitrary acts and excesses^ such as placing on 
the bench of the judge the King's accuser-ge- 
neral; intercepting and opening the papers 
^ent by Don Pedro Gonsales Ortega to the 
central junta; expulsing from the provinces 
this same public functionary, as well as the 
captain, Don Francisco Rodrigues, and the 
assessor of the consulate, Don Miguel Jose Sanz, 
who were all embarked for Cadiz or Porto Rico, 
as well as sentencing to labour in the public 
works .without any previous form of trial a con- 
siderable number of men, who were dragged 
from their homes under the epithet of vagrants ; 
revoking and suspending the resolutions of the 
royal audience, when they were according ,to 
his caprice and absolute will, after naming a 
recorder without the consent of the corpora- 
tion ; creating and causing the assessor to be 
received without either title or authority for the 
same, after he had supported his pride and 
his ignorance in every excess; after many, 
scandalous disputes between the audience and 
the corporation, and after all the law characters 
had been reconciled to the plan of these des- 
pots, in order that these might be more inex- 
pugnable to us, it was agreed to or^nize wd , 
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carry into, effect the project of espionage and 
duplicity. 

''Of all this there remains authentic testimony 
in our archives, notwithstanding the vigilance 
with which these were examined by the friends 
of the late authorities : there exists in Cuenca 
an order of the Spanish government to excite 
discord among the nobles and among the differ- 
ent branches of American families. There are 
besides many written and well-known docu- 
ments of corruption, gambling, and libertinism 
promoted by Guevara, for the purpose of de- 
moralizing the country ; and no one can ever 
forget the collusions and subomings publicly 
used by the judges, and proved in the act of 
their residencia. 

'' Under these auspices the defeats and mis- 
fortunes of the Spanish armies were concealed. 
Pompous and imaginary triumphs over the 
French on the peninsula were forged and an- 
nounced ; the streets were ordered to be illumi- 
nated^ gunpowder was wasted in salutes, the 
bells announced the rejoicings, and religion 
was prostituted by the chanting Te Deums and 
other public acts, as if to insult Providenceji 
and invoke a perpetuity of the evils we groaned 
under. In order to allow us no time to analyze 
Qur own fate^ or discover the snares laid for 
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Ma, conspiracies were invented, parties and 
factions were forged in the imagination of our 
oppressors, every one was calumniated who did 
not consent to be initiated in the knysteries of 
perfidy ; fleets and emissaries from France were 
figured as being on our seas, and residing^ 
among us ; our correspondence with the neigh<^ 
bouring colonies was circumscribed and resH 
tricted; our trade received new fetters, and 
the whole was for the purpose of keeping us in 
a state of continual agitation, that we mi^t not 
fix our attention on our own situation and 
interests. 

'' When our forbearance was once alarmed^ 
tod our vigilance awakened, we began to lose 
all confidence in the governments of Spain and 
their agents ; through the veil of their intrigues 
and machinations we percdved the horrid futu* 
rity that awaited us; the genius (rftrul^, ele* 
vated above the dense atmosphere of oppresiuoa 
and cahunny, pointed out to us with the finger 
of impartiality the troe £ate of Spain, the dis- 
orders of her governments, the unavailing 
energy of her inhabitants, the formidable power 
of her enemies, and the groundless hopes of 
her salvation. Shut up in our own houses^ 
mrrounded by spies, threatened vnth infamy 
and banirfiment, scarcely daring to bewail our 
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town sitattBOD, or eren secretly to complain 
^•gtiiMt our Tigilant and cmimng enemies; the 
eotiMttance of our btinded sighs exhaled in the 
momests of the most galling oppresmon, at 
length gave uniformity to our sentiments and 
nuted our opinions. Shut up within the walls 
lof oar own houses, and debarred from aU com- 
nunicatioa with our fellow-citieens^ diere was 
«earcdy an individnal in Caracas who did net 
think that the moment of being for ever free» or 
ai sanctioning irrevocably a new and horrid 
slavery, had arrived. 

^' Every day discovered more and more the 
nuHity of the acts of Bayonne, the invalidity of 
Ae rights of Ferdinand, and of all the Bourbons 
who were privy to the arrangements ; the igno- 
miny with which they delivered up as slaves 
those who had placed them on the throne in 
jq>poski(m to the honse of Austria; the con- 
nivance of the head ftmctionaries in Spain to 
tiie plans of the new dynasty ; the fttte that 
these same plans prepared for America, and the 
necessity of forming some resolution that might 
4AMd the new world from the calamities whidi 
^m its relat]«ms vrith the old were about t6 
viflit it. All saw tiieir treasures buried in the 
unfothomable disorders of the peninsula ; they 
w^t for the blood of Americans spilt in defence 
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ol* the enemies of America, in order to support 
the slavery of their own country. Notwitiir 
standing the vigilance of the tyrants, all saw the 
very interior of Spain, whwe they beheld no- 
thing iHit disorder, corruption, factions, mis- 
fortunes, defeats, treacheries, dispersed armies, 
whole provinces in the hands of the enemy ami 
their disciplined troops, and at the head of all 
a weak and tumultuary government formed out 
of such rare elements. 

" Dismay was the general and uniform im- 
pression observed in the countenances of the 
p^ple of Venezuela by the agents of oppres- 
sion sent from Spain to support at any hazard 
the infemous cause of their constituents; a word 
might cause proscripticm, or a discourse banish- 
ment to the author ; and every attempt to do in 
America what was done in Spain, if it did not 
shed the blood of the Americas, it was at least 
suflScient to occasion the ruin, infemy, and deso- 
lation of many femilies, as may be seen by the act 
of proscription of several officers and citizens of 
rank and probity, decreed on the twentieth 
of March, 1810, by Emparan.* Such a mis- 
calculation could not fail to produce or multiply 
the convulsions, to augment the popular reaction, 

* Th>occmfWPcwatQiutoalw>bMrta^}«M»jiA*i4,. 
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to prepare the combustible, and disp6se it in 
•acb a mantier that the least spBtk would kindle 
it, and create a blaze that would consume, and 
even efiace every vestige of so hard and me- 
4wphoiy a condition. ${)ain needy and almost 
desolate, her fate dependent on the generosity 
o£ America, and almost in the act of being 
blotted out from the list of nations, appeared 
asif transported back to the sixteenth or seven- 
teenth centuries, she again began to conquer 
America with arms more destructive than iron 
or lead ; every day gave birth to some new 
proof of the fate that awaited us, a fate that 
would place us in the sad alternative of being 
sold to a foreign power, or obliged to groan for 
ever under a fresh and irrevocable bondage, 
whilst we alone were expectant on the happy 
moment that might bring our opinions into ac- 
tion, and join us in such a manner that we could 
express them, and support them. 

'' Amidst the sighs and imprecations of ge- 
neral despair, the entrance of the French in 
Andalusia, the dissolution of the central junta 
brought about by the effects of public execra- 
tion, 9nd the abortive institution of another pro- 
tean government, under the name of regency, 
reached our ears. This was announced under 
ideas more liberal, and on perceiving the efforts 
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of the Americans to avail themselves of the 
opportunity wfaich the rices and nullities of so 
strange a government presented to them, they 
ewteavonred to strengthen the iUitsion by bvit- 
Mant promises, by theories barren of refbim, 
and by amioundng to us that our fate was no 
kmger in the hands of viceroys, ministers, or 
goverfiotB ; at the same time that all their agents 
received the strictest orders to watch over our 
eondttct, and even over our opinions, and not 
to suiter these to exceed the limits traced by 
the eloquence that gilded the chains forged in 
the captious and cunning promise of emancipa'» 
tion. 

^ At any other period this would have su^ 
fioed to deceive the Americans, but the jimta 
of Seville, as w^H as the central junta, had 
alceady gone too liBNr in order to remove ihi 
bandage from our eyes, tod what was theA 
combined, meditirted, and polished to subject 
us again with phrases and hyperboles, only 
served to redouble our vigilanoe, to c<rflect our 
opinions, and to establish a firm and un^akea 
weolution to perish rather thim remain any 
longer the victims of cabal and perfidy. The 
eve of that day on which our religion celebraftes 
the most august mystery of the redemption of 
the human race, was that designated by Provi- 
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it9tot to be the oofmmenoemefit of the pobtkal 
redemption of Ameriea. On Holy Th«r9day> 
AptH nifteteenth, IdlO^ the colo^diMi o^ de0pot^ 
iftin w2^ thrown down la Yenesraeli^ the empire 
of law proclaimed, and the tyrants expelted 
with all the suavity, moderation, and tranquil- 
lity that they themselvea have confeased, m 
much to in £iet» as to have filled with adnura^ 
tion of, and friendihip for us the lert of the 
impartial worId« 

'' AU senaible persons would have supposed 
that a nation recovering its rights, and freeing 
itself from ita ^^ressora, would in its fahnd 
fury have broken down every barrier that might 
plate it directly or indirectly within the readi 
of the influence of those very govemaenta ikaA 
had hitherto caused its mi^ortunes, and its op» 
pression. Vei^zuda, faithful to her promisesy 
did no more than ensure her own security in 
CHrder to eomi^y with them, and if vrith one 
strong and generous hand she deposed the au- 
thors of her misery and her slavery, with the 
other she placed the name of Ferdmand VIL 
at the head of her new {government, swore to 
maintain his rights, promised to ackttowledge 
the unity and integrity of the Spanish nttion, 
opened her arms to her European brethren, 
offered them an asylum in their miafortunes and 
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csklamities, equally bated the^* enemies of the 
Spanish name, solicited the generous alliance of 
England, and prepared to take her share of the 
success or misfortunes of the nation from whom 
she could and oiight to be separated. • ^ 

'* But it wais not this that the regency ex- 
acted of us, when it declared us free in its 
theories, it subjected us in practice to a «mall 
and insignificant representation, believing that 
those to whom it considered nothing was due, 
would be content to receive whatever was 
granted to them by their masters. Under so 
liberal a calculation the regepcy was desirous 
of keeping up the illusion, to pay us with 
words, promises, and inscriptions for our- kmg 
slavery, ai»d for the blood and treasure we had 
expended in Spain. We were fully aware how 
little we had to expect from the policy and in- 
trusive agents of Ferdinand, we were not igno^ 
rant, that if we were not to be. dependent on 
viceroys, ministers, and governors, with'^greater 
reason we could not be subject to a king, a 
captive and without the rights of authority; nor 
to a government null and illegitimate, nor to a 
nation incapable of holding sway over another, 
nor to a peninsulai* comer of Europe, almost 
whdly occupied by a foreign force. Neverthe- 
less, desirous of effecting our own freedom by 
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tfaie means of generosity, moderatimi, and civic 
▼irtues, we acknowledged the imaginary rights 
of the son of Maria Louisa, we respected the 
misfortunes of the nation, and officially an^ 
nonnced to the regency that we disowned, that 
we promised not to separate from Spain so long 
as she maintained a legal government, established 
according to the will of the nation, and in which 
America had that part given to her, required 
by justice, necessity, and the political iojpor 
tance of her territory. r 

"If three hundred years of former servitude 
do not suffice to authorize our emancipation, 
there has been sufficient cause in the conduct 
of the governments which arrogated to them*- 
selves the sovereignty of a conquered nation, 
which never could have any property in Ame- 
rica declared an integral ] art of the same, 
whdst they attempted to involve it in coi^quest. 
If the governors of Spain had been paid by her 
eneinies, they could not have done more against r 
the felicity of the nation, bound in its close 
union and correspondence with America. With 
the greatest contempt of our importance, and 
of the justice of our claims when they' could 
not deny us the appearance of a riepresentation, 
they subjected it to the despotic influence of 
their agents, over our municipalities, to whom 
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the election was committed ; aocl whilst Spam 
allowed eveo for the provinoes iD possessioii of 
the French^ the Canaries an|d Balearic idands» 
one representative for each /KO^OOO souls, freely 
elected by thesci in America a 1, 000^000 
scarcely sufficed to have the right of one repre- 
sentative, named by the Viceroy or captaio- 
general, under the signature of the munici- 
pality. 

** At the same time that we, strong in the 
right of our own justice and the moderation ol 
our proceedings, hoped that if the reasons we 
alleged to the regency to convince them of the 
necessity of our resolution did not triumph^ at 
least that the generous disposition with which 
we promised not to become the enemy of our 
oppressed and unfortunate brethren would be 
successful, dispositions which the new gpvernr 
jnent of Caracas was desirous should not be 
limited to barren promises ; and the unprcja- 
> diced and impartial world will know, that 
Venezuela has passed the time which intervened 
between April 19th, 1810, to July 5th, 181 U in 
a bittnr and painful alternative of acts of ingrap 
titude, insults, and hostilities on the part of 
£ipain ; and of generosity, modesty, and for- 
bearance on ours. This period is the most 
interesting of the history of our revolution, so 
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mmth m, that its events present a clontrast no 
frroiireble to our cause, that it cannot have 
fiBoledto gain over for us the impartial decision 
of those nationa that have no interest in dispar^ 
aging our efforts. 

^^ Previocra to the result of our politieaA tran»* 
formation, we received daily new motives suf^^ 
fioieiitly strong for each to have caused us to 
do what we have now done, after thrive cen- 
turies of misery and degradation. In every 
vessel that arrived from Spain new agents witb 
fresk ]ii8truoti(»is came to strengthen those 
who supported the cause of ambition and per- 
fidy. For the very same ends, those Europeanv 
who wished to return to Spain, and assist io' 
the war against the French, received a refusal 
to dieir request On the tenth of April, 1810, 
the schools were ordered to be closed, to the 
end, that under the pretence of attending solely 
to die war, both Spain and America might be 
sunk deeper into a state of ignorance. It was 
dso ordained, that rights and rewards iriiould 
be forgotten, and that we should do nothing 
hot send to Spain our money, our men, pro^ 
visions, prodoctiaDS, submisaions, and obedt^ 



^ThepuUic press teemed with nothing bitt 
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triumphs and victories, with dooations and 
acknowledgments wrested from the people, as 
yet uninformed of our resolution ; and under 
it^ most severe threats of punishment, a poll- 
tical inquisition with all its horrws was estab- 
lished against those who should read, possess, 
or receive papers, not only foreign but even 
Spanish that were not issued at the manufactory 
of the regency. Contrary to the very orders 
of the self-constituted sovereignty, previously 
issued to deceive us, every bound was over- 
leaped in the re-election of ultramarine fime- 
tiooaries, whose only merit consisted in swear- 
ing to maintain the system contrived by the 
regency. In the most scandalous and barefaced 
manner, that order which favoured our trade 
and encouraged bur agriculture was annuUed, 
condemned to the flames, and its authors and 
promoters proscribed. Every kind of aid was 
expected of us ; but we were never informed 
of its destination, inversion, and expenditure. 
In contempt of even a shadow of public faith, 
and without any exception whatever, all epis- 
tolary correspondence from these countries was 
ordered to be opened, an excess unheard of 
even under the despotism of Godoy, and oidy 
adopted to make the espionage over America 
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mor^ tyra^jbpal. In ^xm, tiUe plmihls^d $)r the 
puxpqs^qf perpetu^tii^ QW l>9n4ag^ w>W b^gun 
ta be jur^wdici^ly ^aaU»?4. 

" ^A the m«9,a time, Veueaw^, free, a^ 
mi^tres^ of he|$elfr thought p|*^iK>thi]iig le^a 
than ipnits^tiog the 4e^9talp^ cQpckict of tbe 
regjwcy wd ita agents : cooteot with bavkvg 
secured t\er ^9 agi^t the {iinbitiQA of fm ^r 
trusive ^d illefiptiiya^ ^u^hor^ty, ^nd shielded 
Ufigai^ist tl^ bL^eat ^^4 nioat cQp^pUoa^ted 
plaosi waa sati«fiec( wHb shewing by positive 
4ct« her 4p«ire for peRpe, friead^p, coyres- 
poodenc^ and co-oppratiqn with her European 
brethren. AU th^set of thia cli^aa who were 
iimoiigus^ asaopb wer^ considered, and two* 
thir<te of the political^ civile and military 9fn- 
ployme^tSt both of the bigh and middle classes, 
remained or were placed in the hands of Eu- 
ropeans without any precautioo, but with a 
ttneerity ai^d good faith that nearly proied 
fj^al to p|ir owA interests. 

'^ Qur treasnr^s were g^^ero^aly opened to 
Qur enpmi^^ that they might enjoy eyery oon^ 
venience and profusion in their passage fT<>m 
our country : the captains of the packets. Car- 
i)i)en,Fortuna, and Araucana were received into 
our ports, and assisted with money to enable 
VOL. in. L 
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them to proceed on their voyage, and fulfil 
their respective commissions, and even the 
insolence and crimes of the captain of the For- 
tuna were referred to the judgment of the 
Spanish government Notwithstanding the 
junta of government of Caracas made manifest 
the motives of precaution which obliged them 
not to expose the public funds which were des- 
tined to recover the nation, to the veracity of 
government they allowed and exhorted the 
people to be generous, and use their fortunes 
according to the impulse of their own sensi* 
bility, by publishing in the public papers the 
mournful statement of the regency, in which 
was portrayed the agonizing state of the na- 
tion, with the view to solicit our aid, and the 
same time that they represented it, through the 
medium of their public prints, as vigorous, 
organized, and triumphant; but these were 
destined to deceive us. The commissioners of 
the regency sent to Quito,* Santa F^, and Peru 
were hospitably received, treated as friends, and 
their pecuniary wants supplied to their own 
satisfaction. But we lose time in thus analyzing 
the dark and cunning conduct of our enemies, 
as all their endeavours have not sufficed to 

■ MoBtafiur, VflkiiooMio^ Goxooecheb 
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wttp tb« imperkms and triumphing impression 

of (HUTS. 

** The arrogant mandataries of our country 
were not, however, the only persons authorized 
to support the horrid plans of their constituents; 
the same uniform and universal mission was 
brought out by. all those who inundated Ame- 
rica from the sad and ominous reigns of the 
junta of Seville, the central junta, and the 
regency, and under the system of political 
freemasonry, founded on the Machiavelic pact ; 
Uiey all accorded in mutually substituting, re- 
placing, aud assisting each other in the com- 
bined plans against the felicity and political 
existence of the new world. The island of 
Puerto Rico was immediately made the haunt 
of all the agents of the regency ; the place of 
equipment for all the expeditions; the head 
quarters of all the anti- American forces ; the 
workshop of all the impostors, calumnies, tri- 
umphs and threats of the regents ; the refuge of 
all the wicked ; the rendezvous of a new gang 
oi bucaniers, in order that there might not be 
wanting any of the calamities of the sixteenth 
century in the new conquest of America in the 
nineteenth. The Americans of Puerto Rico, 
oppressed by the bayonets, cannons, fetters, and 
gibbets which surrounded the bashaw Melendes 
and his satellites^ had to add to their own 
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Wtii^fortiities thb {iftiiiftil^ief^e&sky of cS6tftHb«tlfig 
to ours. Such was the fate of the AmeiicftDB^ 
condemned not only to betgaHey-isfeves, l>tit to 
Ibe the drivens of teach other. 

" The cdnduct observed by iSpftin to Ameri- 
ca is "hardter atid •mdre^irisulting ^an that t^bich 
she appears to fextircise towards trainee. It ift 
Well known that part of <he dynasty, «flll i^ 
listed by part of 'the nation, has had dedd^4 
^partizahis in many df those *who considered 
'themselves the firet national ^igiiiftaries, fojr 
their rank, offices, talents, and kndwltedge^; 
among these may be cdutited Moiici, -iAz^nza, 
'Oferrill, tJrquijo, Masarredo, dtid many ddiers 
df^verydla^ and profession; biit still there 
has not appear^ed one of 4hdse who so much 
desire (he liberty of independence attd regene- 
ration of the peninsula, thbt has itiiised hk 
voice in favour of the American 'proTiin^ceB. 
These, therefore, adopting the same «prindpl6!9 
of fidelity and national integrity, haredf their 
own accord been ambitious of preserving thetth- 
selves independent of such intrusivte, illegiti- 
mate, weak, and tumultuary govemtnents, a!s 
have been all those that have hitherto called 
themselves the agents of the king, or represent 
tatives of the nation. It is 'vexing to see so 
much liberality, so much civism, and so mvoA, 
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ia the oortM vhk Tegani to dift- 
orgaBiied, «]diau0ted, a&d nearly conquered 
fipain, 'ud foil of «o nuioh meammtsB^ suspicion^ 
ftnfudBoe and foriAe, towards America; tna^ 
qmikf tfinthfiil, giraercms, decided to assiat her 
hreikresk, when she alone can give reality, al 
kaat m the most essentiai point, to the theore- 
tical and brilliant plans which make the Spanisk 
CSoi^p^ess 80 anrogant. How many treasons^ 
«iurders, aasassioations, iperfidies and convul^ 
aioDS harre appeared in Spain ; these have passed 
jby BB tlie ioBeparable miafiiMtunee of circnmr 
^tancedi, yet ast ione of the 'provinces that snr- 
jrendeE^ or ww altadied to the Frendi do- 
«inati«i, has jbeien treated l&e Venezuela ; their 
conduct 'must iiCfWeimr )have 'been analysed, an4l 
charafitfirised according to veasons, motifea, 
and jcnrcumstances that dictated it; dhis mu0t 
liatfebeen judged in oonforanity to the rig^S'Of 
war, and thfe •senthnisnts ^ the nation muA 
iiajre been pronounoed according to the states 
anents kid ibefom it, but not one of them has 
ryetibeendedared^ttaitorous, in openrebelliim, 
and iunoaturalised as was Venezuela; for none 
-of diem .has been created a public cominission 
ofdiplomaticin«tineers,to«rm Spaniard againcrt 
•Spaniard, to fanthe flame of civil war, mid to 
bumandaiMHfaiiate all that cannot be lield in 
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^e name of Ferdinand VII. America akne m 
condeoiDed to endure the until now unheard of 
condition of being warred upon» destroyed^ or 
enfilaved with the very means of aaaiBtaoce 
which she destined for the liberty and common 
felicity of the nation of which she was led to 
believe for a few moments that she constituted 
apart. 

''It appears that the independence of America 
creates more irritation to Spain, than the fo«- 
reign oppression that threatens her, for against 
her are in preference employed measures that 
have not even been adopted against the very 
provinces that have proclaimed the new kingL 
The incendiary and turbulent talent of a minis- 
ter of the council of Indies could not have a more 
dignified employment than that of again oon- 
quering Venezuela with the same arms as those 
of the Alfingers and the Welzers, those first 
tyrants of Venezuela, audionzed by Charles V., 
and the promoters of civil war amongst her 
primitive inhabitants, now re-assumed in the 
name of a king placed on the throne against the 
pretensions of the family of him who let oat 
these provinces to the Grerman hctMs. Under 
this name of Ferdinand all the sluices of ini- 
quity are opened upon us, and the horrors of 
conquest are renewed, the remembrance of 
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which we had generously endeavoured to bkt 
out from the memory of our posterity ; under 
Ais name we are treated with more severity 
Aan thoee who abandoned it before we did ; 
and under this name it is attempted to continue 
the system of Spanish domination in America, 
which has been*lo<^ed upon as a political phe- 
nomenon even in the times of the reality, energy 
and vigour of the Spanish monarchy. And can 
Aere be found any law that obliges us to pre- 
serve it, and to suffer in its name the torrent of 
distresses heaped upon us by those who call 
thems^es the agents of the peninsula ? By 
their means this very name obtained the trea* 
ssres, the obedience, and acknowledgments of 
America, and by means of their flagitious am- 
duct afterwards, in the exercise of their powers, 
ihe name of Ferdinand has lost every consider- 
ation amongst us, and consequently we ought 
to abandon it for ever. £r qua persona quia 
Mtcrum capit, ejus factum prcsstare tenetur. 

** The tyrant of Borrigum (primitive name 
of Puerto Rico) not content with constituting 
himself a sovereign, to declare war against us, 
and with insulting and calumniating us in his 
flimsy, mean, and self-flattering papers; not 
satisfied with creating himself the gratuitous 
gaol«keq)er of the embsaries of peace, and 
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oonfeieratioD awU to hixa by h» cMomi^ AH- 
garea from the castle of Zap4ra3 de Man^il)«; 
because they overturned the pki^ he had rer. 
ceivedt aud accepted from the regency and 
the new kwg of Spain, in exchange for the c$fr 
taitt-generabhip of Venezuela, purohsMd at a 
cheap rate of the regents ; not conaidefing such 
superior merit sufficiently rewarded with tb^ 
honour of faithfully serving his king; in the aioat 
barefaced manner plundered upwards of a hun- 
dred thousand doUars from the public fuiMla 
belonging to Caracas, that had been embarlied 
in the ship Ferdinand VIL in order to purchaae 
stores and military clothing in London, where 
the insurance was effected ; and in order that 
his insult might be the more complete, h^ alleged 
that the Spanish government might waste and 
misapply them, that England might appropciate 
them to herself, disowning our resolution, so 
that in no place they could, or ought to be more 
secure than in his hands, negociated by mean$ 
of his partners in trade, as in fact they were in 
Philadelphia, adding that an account diould be 
given in when Puerto Rico had conquered Vene* 
zuela, when the latter should deliver herself up 
to the regency, or when Ferdiiiand VII. should 
return to reign in Spain. Such it appears weie 
the period^ that the governor of Puerto Hieo 
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imposed upon himself to . render an account of 
so atrocious and scandalous a depredation ; but 
this is not all that this worthy, agent of the re- 
gency has done in favour of the designs of his 
constituents. 

" Notwithstanding so much insult, robbery, 
and ingratitude, Venezuela maintained her re- 
solution, not to vary the principles she had 
traced out for her conduct ; the sublime act of 
her national representation was proclaimed in 
the name of Ferdinand VI t.; under his phan- 
tasmagorical authority all the acts of our govern- 
ment and administration were maintained, 
^ough they required no other origin than the 
people who had constituted them. By the laws 
and regulations of Spain a horrible and sangui- 
nary gang of European conspirators were tried, 
and these laws were mercifully infringed to save 
Aeir lives, in order that the philanthropic me* 
mory of our revolution might not be stained 
with the blood of our brethren, although they 
were perfidious. Under the name of Ferdinand, 
and through the interposition of the bonds of 
fraternity and patriotism, endeavours were used 
to inform and reduce the imperious mandataries 
of Ck>ro and Maracaibo, who kept separated 
fipom our interests our brethren of the west ; 
under the auspices of reciprocal interests, we 
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triumphed over the oppressive acts of Barc^na, 
and under the same we will conquer Guayana, 
twice snatched from our confederation, as was 
Maracaibo^ against the general wishes of its 
inhabitants. 

^* It would appear as if nothing now remained 
to be done to secure a reconciliation with Spain, 
or the entire and absolute separation of Ame-> 
rica, equally as ruinous and calamitous to the 
onC) as it was ungratefully despised by the 
other party; but Venezuela was desirons of 
draining every means left within her reach, in 
order that justice and necessity should leave 
her no other alternative than that of total inde- 
pendence, which ought to have been declared 
on the fifteenth of July, 1808, or on the nine* 
teentb of April, 1810. After appealing to sen* 
sibiUty and not to vengeance, in the horrid 
scenes that took place at Quito, Pose, and La 
Pas ; after beholding our own cause supported 
by the uniformity of opinions in Buenos Ayres» 
3anta F6, the Floridas, Mexico, Guatemala, 
and Chile ; after obtaining an indirect guarantee 
on the part of England ; after having our con* 
duct applauded by impartial individuals ia 
Europe ; after seeing the same principles tri* 
umph from the Orinoco to the Magdalena, and 
from Cape Codero to the And^s ; we have still 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



mxrm aiorica. ^ si 

to endure fVesh insults/ before we fly to the 
estrone of breaking with our brethren for ever. 
'' Caracas, without having done more than 
imitate the conduct of many of the provinces of 
Spain, and practised the rights that the regency 
declared to appertain to America ; without hav«- 
ing had in this conduct other designs than those 
inspired by the necessity of not being involved 
in an unknown fate, and to relieve the regents 
flrom attending to the government of countries 
as remote as they are extensive, at the same 
time they protested to attend to nothing but the 
expulsion of the French from Spain ; without 
having rent her unity and political integrity with 
Spain ; without having disowned as was possi- 
ble and proper the lame rights of Ferdinand ; 
the regency, far from applauding on the right of 
convenience, if not of generosity, so just, modest 
and necessary a resolution, and without even 
answering or submitting to the judgment of the 
nation our complaints and our claims : Caracas 
is declared in a state of war, her inhabitants 
are proclaimed rebels and unnaturalized, every 
communication with her brethren is cut offt 
England is deprived of her trade, the excesses of 
Melendes are approved of, and he is authorized 
to commit whatever the malignity of his heart 
may suggest to him, however opposed to reason 
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and to justice ; all this, is proved by tke order .of 
the fourth of September, 1810, unparalleled for 
its enormity even among the despots of Con- 
stantinople or Indostan ; and not to deviate in 
the least from the plots of the conquest, a nevr 
encomendero is sent out, under the title of a pa* 
cificator, (pacificador) who with more preroga- 
tives than conquerors and settlers themselves, 
was to fix his residence in Puerto Rico, and 
thence to threaten, rob, pirate, promise, de- 
ceive, excite civil disturbances, and all in the 
name of the beloved Ferdinand VIL 

" Till then the progress of the system of 
subversion, anarchy, and depredation, which 
the regency proposed to itself on hearing of the 
movements of Caracas, had been but slow ; now 
the principal fears of civil war being transferred 
nearer to us, the subaltern agents acquired 
more strength, the flames of passion were in- 
creased, as well as the efforts of the parties 
guided by the directions of Cortavarria and 
Melendes. Hence originated the incendiary 
energy acquired by the ephemeral sedition of 
the west ; hence the flame of discord, newly 
formed by Myares, rendered vain and arrogant 
by the imaginary and promised captain-general- 
ship of Venezuela ; hence the American blood 
spilled in spite of ourselves on the plains of 
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Goto; hence. the robberies and assassiuatiobs 
committed on our coasts by the commissioned 
pirates of the regency ; hence that miserable 
blockade, intended to reduce and disaffect our 
settlements on the coast; hence the insults 
committed on the English flag; hence the falling 
off of our trade ; hence the conspiracies of the 
valleys of Aragua and Cumand ; hence the hor- 
rid perfidy in Guayana; and the insulting 
transportation of its leading chsuracters to the 
Moorish dungeons of Pueno Rico— dungeons 
constructed like those of Tunis and Algiers ; 
hence the generous and impartial offices of re- 
conciliation sincerely interposed by a represen- 
tative* of the British government in the Antilles^ 
and rejected by the pseudo pacificator ; hence, 
in fine/ all the evils, all the atrocities, and all 
the crimes which are and ever will be attached 
to the names of Gortavarria and Melendes in 
Venezuela, and which have impelled her go- 
vernment to exceed what was proposed when 
it took upon itself the fate of those who honored 
it with their confidence. 

<« The mission of Gortavarria in the nine- 
teenth century, and the state of Spain which 
decreed it, compared with America, against 

* Adnirel Sir Akmite Cochniie. 
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iRfiiom it 18 directed^ evmces to what an extent 
^ illvnion of ambition Minds those who found 
all the origin of their authority on the depravity 
of the people. This act alone sufficed to ati«- 
ttK>rize our conduct. The spirit of Charles V., 
the memory of Cortes and Pizarro, and the 
names of Montesuma and Atahimlpa, are in<^ 
voluntarily reproduced in our imagination, when 
we see the adelantados, the pesquisadores, and the 
(mcamendero8, officers peculiar to the first settle^ 
ment of America, renewed in a country which, 
having suffered three centuries of sacrifice and 
debasement, had promised to continue faithful 
on the only conditicm of being free, in order 
that accidents of slavery might not tarnish the 
merit of fidelity. The scandalous plenitude of 
power conferred on a man who is authorised by 
an intrusive and illegitimate government, under 
the insulting name of pacificator, to tyranniw 
and plunder, and to crown the vexation, that he 
might pardon a noble, generous, tranquil, inno- 
cent people, who were masters of their own 
rights, could only be credited in the impotent 
delirium of a government that tyrannizes over a 
disorganized nation, stunned by the fory of the 
tempest that reaches her; but as the evils of 
this disorder, and the abuses of such an usurp* 
ation might be considered as not derived from 
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Ferdiaaiicl, already aoknowledged in Veoesmelat 
at thf^ time that he was. unable to prevent such 
accumulated insults, such excesses, and so 
much violence, committed in his name, we con* 
•iderit necessary to retrace the origin of these 
rights, that we may descant on the nullity and 
invalidity of our generous oath, by which we 
adcnowledged him conditionally ; notwithstand* 
ing, we have in spite of ourselves to violate the 
spontaneous silence we had imposed upon our* 
selvM respecting every thing that occurred 
prior to the affairs at the Escurial and 

Aranjues. 

*' The fact, that America does not belong to 
the territory of Spain is self-evident, and it is 
equally evident that the right which the Bour-* 
bons justly or unjustly exercised over it, and 
notwithstanding this was hereditary, yet it 
could not be disposed of without the consent of 
the people, and particularly of those of America, 
who, on the election between the French and 
Austrian dynasties, might have acted in the 
seventeenth century as they now have done in 
die nineteenth. The bull of Alexander VI., and 
die titles which the house of Austria alleged in 
1}ie American code had no other origin than the 
right of power and conquest, partially ceded to 
the conquerors and to the settlers for their 
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aslsuitance rendered to the ciown in extending 
its dominion in America. Without taking into 
consideration the scanty population of the 
country, the extermination of the natives, and 
the emigration which the self^all^ mother 
country sustained; it appears that when the 
fury of conquest had ceased — when the thirst 
for gold was satisfied — ^when the continued 
equilibrium was declared in favour of Spain, by 
the advantageous acquisition of America — the 
feudal government destroyed and rooted out 
from the time of the Bourbons in Spain, and 
every right extinct that did not originate in the 
new concessions or commands of the prince, 
the conquerors and the settlers then became 
absolved of theirs. As soon as the faultineaa 
and invalidity of the rights which the Bourbons 
have arrogated to themselves are demonstrated, 
the titles by which the American descendants 
of the conquerors possessed these countries re- 
vive — not to the detriment of the natives and 
primitive proprietors, but to equalize them in 
the enjoyment of liberty, property, and inde- 
pendence, which they always held by a right 
stronger than that of the Bourbons or any other 
person or persons to whom they may have ceded 
America, without the consent of its natural 
owners, the Americans. 
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^ Tbkt Americft dbes not ftdong to fiietet* 
nUxtj of Sp^ is a principle of nutural, aaid 9 
law of pmitiYe right No title: just cm vrngmt 
wldoh ejrittts of American davery caa belong 
to the Spaniafdfi of Europe, and all the liberar 
hty of Alexander VI. could only declare the 
AvBEtrian kings promoters of the faith, in order 
to find out for them a pcetematujrai right by 
which to make them lords of America. Neither 
the pre-eminence of the parent state, nor the 
prerogative of the mother country, could at any 
time cimstitute the origin of lordship on the 
part of Spain. The first was load; the moment 
the monarch who was acknowl^ged by the 
Aoiericans left his country and renounced his 
ri|^rta ; and the second never was more than a 
scandalous abuse of words, as great as that of 
catting ouET davery felicity; that of calling the 
fiscids protectors of the Indians ; and that of 
saying that the sons of Americans were divested 
of every right and civil dignity. By the mere 
act of even passing from one country to another 
to settle in it, those who do not leave tbcif 
homes acquire no property, nor do tbey expose 
themselves to the hardships of emigratioii. 
Those who conquer and obtain possesnon of a 
country by means of their labour, industry, 
cultivation, and connection with the natives 
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thereof, are the ihdividuals who have a right of 
preference in preserving it» which right they 
trrasmit to their posterity bom therein ; for if 
the country where one is bom possessed die 
origin of sovereignty, or gave the right of ac- 
quisition, the general will of nations, and the 
fate of the human race, would then be riveted 
to the soil, as are the trees, mountains, rivers, 
and lakes. 

*' Neither could it ever be considered as a 
title of property to one part of a nation, the 
other haviug ^one to another country to settle 
in it ; for by such a right Spain would belong to 
the Phoenicians, or their descendants, or to the 
Carthagenians, wherever these may be found ; 
even the whole of the nations of Europe would 
have to change their abodes to make room for 
and re-establish so singular a territorial right ; 
home would then become as precarious as are 
the wants and caprices of men. The moral 
abuse of the maternity of Spain, with regard to 
America is still more insignificant, for it is well 
known that in the natural order of things, it is 
the duty of the father to emancipate the son« 
so soon as his minority expire, and be is able to 
use his strength and reason in providing for his 
subsistence ; and also that it is the duty of the 
sou to emancipate himself, whenever the cruelty 
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or extravagance of the father or tutor endanger 
his wel&re« or expose his patrimony to become 
the prey of a miser, or an usurper. Under 
these principles let a comparison be made of 
the three hundred years of our filiation to Spain; 
and even when it is proved/ that she was our 
mother, it still remains to be proved that we 
are yet her minors or pupils. 

'' At any period when Spain haa entertained 
any doubt of the rights of the Bourbons, or of 
any other dynasty, the only source, and that 
not a very clear one, of the Spanish dominion 
in America, it would appear that the Americans 
were excluded from alleging any reasons that 
might destroy such claims, though doubtful from 
dieir very origin ; but as Venezuela may here- 
after be reproached for the conditional oath by 
which the representative body that now declares 
its absolute independence of any foreign power 
previously acknowledged Ferdinand YIL, the 
same august body feels anxious that no room 
should be left for scruples of conscience, for 
the illusions of ignorance, and for the malice 
of wounded ambition, whereby to discredit, 
calumniate, and weaken a resolution, taken with 
such maturity and deliberation as best suited 
its magnitude and importance. 

'' It 48 well known, that the promissory oath 
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ia question is wo more than an «oee60ory bond, 
idbioh always pre*siippotes the vaUdity. and 
legitimacy of the oontract ratted by ihe sane. 
Wbea in the eoBtract tbei^e is no defect that 
may render it null and iUegitimate* it is thoa that 
we «i¥0JDeGod byaa oath, b^eving that b^ 
9villaot refiise to witness it, and guarantee the 
fulfilment of our promises, beoauae the obl^^ 
tisn to ccnsply with them is founded on an 
ei^ideot naxim of the natural law iii^titiited by 
the divine author. God can at no tin>e guarao^ 
toe any coaitraet that is not binding in the 
ttatural order of thiags* nor can it \fe supposed 
that lie Ball accept any contract opposed to 
those very laws which he himself has established 
for the Cdicity of the human race. It wouM 
be insulting his wisdom to believe that fa^ 
arould listen to our vowa when w« implore his 
divine concMNrrence to« contract that is opposed 
to our own liberty, the only origin of the right 
of our actions^^^sucfa a supposition would 
incujieate sai idea ttsat God had an interest ia 
flMkiplyingottr duties by means of such agree* 
meots, to die prejudice of our national liberty* 
Even in case the oath could add any new obli* 
gation to thai of the contract thereby conftnned^ 
the nullity of the one would consequently 
be inseparable from the nullity of the other ; 
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ud if be "who violatee a sworn contract be 
mminal, and worthy oi punishmeat, it is be- 
canae he has vidaied good faith, the ooly hood 
of society, without the peijary beii^ more 
cQDcemed than to ioorease the crime, and to 
aggcavate the punishment. That national law 
which binds us to fulfil our promises, and that 
divine one which forbids us to invoke the name 
of Grod in vain, do not in any manner alter the 
obligation contracted under the simulumeous 
and inseparable effects of both laws, so that 
the ii^raction of the one supposes the infraction 
of the other. For our good we call on God to 
witness our promises, and when we believe that 
he can guarantee them, and avenge their viola- 
tion, it is only because the contract has nothing 
in itself that can render it invalid, illicit, un-* 
worthy of or contrary to the eternal justice of 
the Supreme Arbiter to whom we submit it. 
It is according to these principles that we are to 
analyze die conditional oath by which the con- 
gress of Venezuela has promised to preserve the 
rights legally held by Ferdinand VII., without 
attributing to it any other which, being contrary 
to the liberty of the people, would conse* 
qnentiy invalidate the contract, and annul the 
oath* 

♦' We have seen that the people of Venezuela, 
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impelled by the gdvermneDt of 8pBin, becslrae 
insensible <of the circumstances that rendered 
the tolerated rights of Ferdinand void, in coiiiie- 
quence of the transactions of the Escurial and 
Aranjues, as well as those of all his house, by 
the cessions and abdications made at Bayonne ; 
and from the demonstration of this truth, fol* 
lows, as a corollary, the invalidity of an oath, 
which, besides being conditional, c(Mild not 
subsist beyond the contract to which it was 
added as an accessory bond. To preserve the 
right of Ferdinand was all that Caracas pro- 
mised on the nineteenth of April, at a time 
when she was ignorant that he had lost them — 
Judicio caret jurumentwn, incantum Div. tarn. 22, 
p. 80, art. S. Si vero sit quidem pasibikjmi ; 
mLJwrinon debeat, vel quid est perse malum, vel 
quia est bom impeditivum, tunc juramento deeH 
justitia, et ideo non est servandum. Quest cit 
art 7. Even if Ferdinand retained them 
with regard to Spain, it remains to be proved, 
whether by virtue of the same he was authorized 
to cede America to another dynasty, without 
the concurrence of her own consent. The 
accounts which Venezuela, in spite of the op^ 
pression and cunning of the intrusive govern- 
ment, was enabled to obtain of the conduct of 
the Bourbons, and the fatal effects that it was 
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Hkelyto entol on America^ have constituted. a 
body of irrefragable proofs, evincing that as 
Ferdinand no longer retained any rights, the 
preserration of i^hich Venezuela promised, as 
well .as the oath by which she Gon&i:med this 
promise, consequently are, and ought to be 
cancelled — Jurabisinveritate^ etinjudicio, et in 
Jusiicia. From the first part of the position,. the 
nullity of the second becomes a legitimate con- 
sequence. 

*^ But neither the Escurial, Aranjues, nor 
Bayonne were the first theatres of the transac- 
tions wh^ch deprived the Bourbons of their 
rights to America. By the treaty of B^sil, made 
July fifteenth, 1795, (by which Godoy obtained 
the title of Prince of the Peace), and in the court 
of Spain the fundamental laws of the Spanish do- 
minion were broken. Charles IV., contrary to 
one of them (Recopil. de Indias, law 1. tit. 1.) 
ceded the! island of Santa Domingo to France, 
and disposed of Louisiana to the same foreign 
power, which unequalled and scandalous infrac- 
tions authorised the Americans^ against whom 
they were committed, as well as the Whole of 
the Colombian people, to separate from the 
obedience, and lay aside the oath by which 
diey had bound themselves to the crown of 
Castile, in like manner as they were entitled te 
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proteM against the immineat danger winch 
threatened the integrity of the monarehy in 
both worlds, by the introduction of French 
troops into Spain previous to the trannctiona at 
Bayonne, invited no doubt by one of theBour* 
bon factions, in order to usurp the nstional 
sovereignty in favour of an intruder, a foreigner, 
or a traitor ; but as these events are prior to the 
period that we have fixed on for our discussion, 
we will return to those which have authorised 
our conduct since the year 1808. 

"Every one is aware of the occun^ices 
that took place at the Escurial in 1807, but per<^ 
haps all are not acquainted with the natural 
results of those events. It is not our intention 
to enter here into the discovery of the origin of 
the discord that existed in the famUy of Charlee 
iV.; let England and France attribute it to 
themselves, both governments have their ac« 
cusers and their defenders ; neither is it to onr 
purpose to notice the marriage agreed on be- 
tween Ferdinand and the daughter-in-law of 
Kapoleon, the p^tce of Tilsit, the conference 
at Erfuhrt, the secret treaty at St. Cloud, and 
the emigration of the house of Bragansa to the 
Brasils. What most materially concerns us is, 
Aat by the transactions of the Escurial, Fer- 
dinand VIL was declared a traitor to his father 
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Charles IV. A hundred peoi and a hundred 
presses published at the same time in boUi 
worlds his perfidy^ and the pardon which at 
his prayer was granted to him by his father ; 
but this pardon, as an attribute of the sovereignty 
and of paternal authority, only absolved the son 
from corporal punishment ; 1^ king his father 
had no power to free him from the infamy and 
inability which the constitutional laws of Spain 
impose on the traitor, not only to prevent him 
from obtaining the royal dignity, but even the 
lowest office of civil employment ; Ferdinand 
therefore never could be a lawful king of Spain, 
or of the Indies. 

*' To this condition the heir of the crown re* 
mained reduced till the mcmth of March, 1608, 
when while the court was at Aranjues, the pro- 
ject that was frustrated at the Escurial was 
converted into insurrectioQ, and open mutiny, 
by the friends of Ferdinand* The public exas^ 
peradon against the ministry of Godoy served 
as a pretext to the faction of Ferdinand, and as 
an indirect plea to convert to the good of the 
nation what was perhaps allotted to other de* 
signs. The fact of using force against his father, 
instead of supplication and convincing argu- 
ments ; his having excited the people to mutiny ; 
his having assembled the mob in front of the 
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palace, in order to take it by surprise, to insult 
the minister, and force the king to abdicate his 
crown, which, far from giving Ferdinand any 
title to it, tended to increase his crime, to ag- 
gravate his treachery, and to complete his ina- 
bility to ascend the throne, vacated by violence, 
perfidy, and faction. Charles IV., outraged, 
disobeyed, and threatened, had no other alterna- 
tive suitable to his decorum, and favourable to 
his vengeance, than to emigrate to France to 
implore the protection of Bonaparte, in favour 
his offended royal dignity. Under the nullity 
of the abdication of Aranjues, and contrary to 
the will of the people of Spain, all the Bour- 
bons assembled at Bayonne, preferring their 
personal resentments to the safety of the nation. 
The emperor of the French availed himself of 
this opportunity, and having under his controul, 
and within his influence the whole family of 
Ferdinand, and several of the first Spanish dig- 
nitaries, as well as many substitutes for deputies 
in the cortes, he obliged Ferdinand to restore 
the crown to his father, and then the latter to 
cede it to him, the emperor, in order that he 
might afterwards confer it on his brother Joseph. 
"When the emissaries of the new King 
reached Caracas, Venezuela was ignorant or 
knew but partially what had happened. The 
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innoceiice of Ferdinand, compared to the inso- 
lence and despotism of the favourite, Godoy, 
directed the conduct of Venezuela when the 
local authorities wavered on the fifteenth of 
July, 1808; and being left to choose between 
the alternative of delivering himself up to a 
foreign power, or of remaining faithful to a 
king who appeared to be unfortunate and per» 
secuted — the ignorance of what had occurred— 
triumphed over the interests of the countryt 
and Ferdinand was acknowledged, under the 
belief, that by this means, the unity of the 
nation being maintained, she would be saved 
from the oppression that threatened her, and 
the king ransomed, of whose virtues, ¥dsdom» 
and rights we were falsely prepossessed. But 
less was requisite on the part of those who relied 
on our good faith to oppress us. Ferdinandi 
disqualified, and unable legally to obtain t\m 
crown— ^previously announced by the leaders 
of Spain as dispossessed of his right of suc- 
cession — incapable of governing in America, 
and held in bondage by a foreign power^^from 
that time became by illupion a legitimate but 
unfortunate prince. As many as had the 
audacity to call themselves his self-created heirs 
and representatives became as such, and 
taking advantage of the innate fidelity of the 
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Spaniaids of both worldii> and ibrming* tbtrn^ 
selves into mtrusive governments, tb^y tppit>^ 
piiated to themselves the sovereignty of th6 
people^ under the name of ft chimericat king, 
began to exercise new tyrannies^ and, in a word, 
the bommercial junta of Oadi:3 songht to eittend 
her controul over the whole of Spanish Ame^ 
rlca. 

''Such have been the antecedents and eon- 
seqii^ces of an oath> which> dictated by ean-» 
dour and generosity, and conditionally main- 
tained by good fisuth) is now arrayed against us, 
in order to perpetuate those evils which th€ 
dear-bought experience of three years has 
proved to be inseparable to so fatal and ruinous 
im engagement Taught as we are by a series of 
evils, insults, hardships, and ingratitude, during 
the interval of from the fifteenth of July, 1808, 
to the fifth of July, 1811, and such as we have 
already manifested, it became Aill time that we 
iriMyuld abandon it, a6 a talisman invented by 
ignonamce, and adopted by a misguided fidelity, 
as from its first e^tence it has constantly 
heaped upon us all the evils that accompany an 
ambiguous state of suspicion and discord. The 
fights of Ferdinand, and the legitimate repre*- 
dentation of ttem on die part of t^e intrusive 
governments of Spain on the one «ido> d«m<m- 
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strations of oompassiou and gratitude on the 
other^ have been the. two favourite springs alter*^ 
nately played on to support our illusion, to 
decrease our substance, to prolong our degrada* 
tion, to multiply our evils, and ignominiously 
to prepare us to receive that passive fate pre-* 
pared for us by those who have dealt with us 
io kindly for three centuries. Ferdinand VIL 
fad the universal watch-word for tyranny, as well 
in Spain as in America. 

** No sooner was that vigilant and suspicious 
fear, produced among us by the contradictory 
acts and artiScious falsehoods of the strange 
aid short4ived governments which bate sue* 
ceeded one another since the junta of SeviUe, 
made known to these governments, ikmi they 
recurrtd to a system of apparent liberality 
towards us, in order to cover witiii flowers die 
very snam we had not perceived while covered 
by the veU of candour, which was at length 
r^nt «t8tttider by mistrust. For this ^^urpose of 
deceit were aoceleraited, and tumultuously as* 
sembkKl, the coftes, so wished for by the nation, 
luid iQGpposed by the commercial government of 
Cadks, but which were at length considered as 
tteoesMry to restram tlie torrent of liberty and 
justke, M^ch on every side burst the wounds 
of oppt ession and iniquity in the new woi4d ; it 
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was evea still supposed that the habit of obedi- 
ence, submission, and dependence, would be 
in us superior to the conviction which at so 
high a price we had just obtained. 

^rlt is most strange by what kind o£ decep- 
tion, fatal to Spain, it has been believed, that 
the one part of a nation which crosses the ocean, 
or is bom under the tropics, acquires a habit 
united to servitude, and incapable of bending 
to the habits of liberty. The effects of this 
strong-rooted prejudice, as notorious to the world 
as they are fatal, were at length converted into 
the welfare of America. Without it Spain would 
perhaps not have lost the rank she held as a na- 
tion, and America in obtaining this blessing 
would have had to pass through the bitter or* 
defilofa civil war, more ominous to its promo- 
ters than to ourselves. 

'' Our public papers have already sufficiently 
demonstrated the defects under which the cortes 
laboured respecting America, and the measures 
as illegal as insulting adopted by that body to 
give us a representation which we could not but 
object to, even though we were, as the regency 
had loudly boasted us to be, integral parts of 
the nation, and had no other complaints to 
allege against their government than the scan- 
dalous usurpation of our rights at a moment 
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when they moat irequired our aid. They have, 
no donbt, been informed of the reasonings we 
used with their perfidious envoy, Montenegro, 
at a time that the former missions being frus- 
trated, the great shipments of newspapers filled 
with triumphs, reforms, heroic acts, and lament- 
ations, being rendered useless; and the inefficacy 
of blockades, pacificators, squadrons and ex- 
peditions, made known ; it was thought conve- 
nient to dazzle the self-love of the Americans, 
by seating near to the throne of the cortes de- 
puties whom we had never named, and who 
could not be chosen our substitutes by those 
who created them such, in the same manner as 
they did others for the provinces in possession 
of the French, submitting to, and alleging them- 
selves content under their domination. In case 
this puerile measure of the prolific |;enius of 
Spain should not produce a due effect, the envoy 
(and for this purpose an American, a native of 
Caracas, was selected) was ordered, that in 
case the energy of the country, now called re- 
bellion, should prevail against fraternity, (the 
name given topei^dy), he was to add fuel to 
die flame already kindled in Coro and Maracaibo, 
and that discord, again raising her serpent head; 
might lead the herald of the cortes by the hand 
under the banner of rebellion through those 
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(Jeceived districts of Venezuela that had not 
been able to triumph over theif oppressing 
tyrants. 

^' Stratagems and artifices were repeatedly 
forged, in order that duplicity and cunning 
might prepare the road for the sanguinary armiee 
of the chiefs of Core, Maracaibo, and Puerto 
Rico ; and when the cortes were conyinced that 
the conduct of Ferdinand, his bonds of affinity 
with the emperor of the French, and his in** 
fluence o?er all the Bourbons already placed 
under his tutelage, began to weaken the insidi* 
ous impressions, which fidelity, sustained by 
illusion, had produced in the Americans ; pre^ 
ventatives were employed to stop the flame 
already kindled, and limit it to what was yet 
necessary for their vast complicated and daik 
designs. For this purpose was written the elo^ 
quent manifest which the cortes on the ninth 
of January directed against America, worded 
in a stile worthy of a better object ; but under 
the brilliancy of diction the dark side of the 
argument, designed to deceive, was discovered. 
Fearing that we should be the first to protest 
against the whole of these nullities, they began 
to calculate on what was already known, not to 
risk what was yet hidden. The misfortunes of 
Ferdinand were the pretexts that had obtained 
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^ hia pfleudd-^rtpresentativea the treasures^ 
ttfa[ini09wn> and afai vary of America; and Fer- 
dioand seduced, deeeiTQd^ and prostituted to 
the designs of the toiperor of the French, is 
now the last resource to which they fly to ex- 
tinguish the flames. of liberty which Venezuela 
had kindled in ,the soutji continents We:have 
disocnrered and published the true spirit of the 
manifest in question, reduced to the following 
reasoning, which may be .considered as an^:^^ 
act commentary : — * An^oa is threatened. with 
becoming the victim of a foreign power> or of 
continuing to be our slave ; but in order tp re- 
cover her rights, and to throw off all dependency 
whatever, she has considered it necessary not 
violently to break the bonds that held her to 
this country. Ferdinand has been the signal of 
reunion which the new world had adopted, and 
we have followed; he is suspected of con- 
nivance with the emperor of the French, and 
if we give ourselves up blindly to binw we 
afibrd the Americans a pretext for believing us . 
still his representatives ; and as these designs 
already begin to be understood in some parts 
of America, let us previously manifest our in- 
tention not to acknowledge Ferdinand, except 
under certain conditions ; these will never be 
carried into effect, and whilst Ferdinand neither 
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in hid nor right is our king, we shall ragn oir^ 
America, the country we so much covet, wfaidi 
although so difficult to preserve in slavery, will 
not then so easily slip through our &igers/ 
Such are the expressions illustrative of the ofn- 
nions of Spaniards, agitated in the cortes, re* 
spectiiig the allegiance to Ferdinand. 

" The above brilliant appearance of liberality 
is now the real and visible spring of the com- 
plicated machine destined to excite and stir up 
commotions in America ; at the same time that; 
within the walls of the cortes justice towards us 
is overlooked, our efforts are eluded, our reso- 
lutions are contemned, our enemies are sup- 
ported, the voices of our imaginary representa-* 
tives are suppressed, the inquisition is renewed 
against them, when the liberty of the press is 
proclaimed, and it is controversially discussed 
whether the regency could or could not declare 
us free, and one integral part of the nation. 
When an American, worthy of that name, speaks 
against the abuses of the regency in Puerto 
Rico, endeavours are made to silence his just, 
energetic, and imperious claims, that distin- 
guish him from the slaves of despotism, and by 
means of a short, cunning, and insignificant de- 
cree, they strive to avoid the conflict of justice 
against iniquity. Melendes, named by the 
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Mgracy king of Puerto Rico, k by a decree 
of Uie cortes left with the equivalent iiiY«8titure 
of a governor, names synonymous in America, 
because it now appeared too monstrous to have 
two kings in a small island of the Spanish An* 
tflles. Cortavarria only was capable of eluding 
tiie effects of a decree dictated merely by a mo- 
mentary fit of decency. It happened that when 
the investiture, granted by the regency to Me- 
Imdes was declared iniquitous, arbitrary, and 
tyrannical, and a revocation was extended to 
all the countries of America, then situated as 
was Puerto Rico, nothing was said of the ple- 
nipotentiary Cortavarria, authorized by the same 
regency against Venezuela, with powers the 
most uncommon and scandalous ever registered 
in the annals of organized despotism. 

*' After this decree of the cortes the effects 
of discord promoted, sustained, and denied at 
the fatal observatory of Puerto Rico were more 
severely felt ; it was after this decree that the 
fishermen and coasters were inhumanly assas- 
sinated in Ocumare, by the pirates of Corta- 
varria, after the report of which Cumana and 
Barcelona were blockaded, threatened, and 
.summoned. A new and sanguinary conspiracy 
against Venezuela was formed, and organized 
by a vile emissary, who perfidiously entered the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



M ' «RAT£IBIir 

pettceaUe l>0Mm of his cotmtry, ia order to 
destroy it; deeeptions were Buccesfdvely prac-* 
iised on' tbe most hmooent and laborioas cdassM 
of the imported ooiooists of Venesiiela, priaci^ 
pally emigrants from the Canary Islands, and 
in spite of our endeaipours the chief instigators 
were led to tbe block as a sacrifice to justice 
and to tranquillity. By the suggestions of the 
pncificator of the cortes, and posterior to their 
said decree, the political union of our constitii^ 
tion was lacerated in Valencia ; attempts were 
made in vain to reduce other cities of the inte« 
rior ; a fals^ summons was sent to Caiora, by 
tbe factious leaders of the west, to the end that 
Venezuela might on the same. day be deluged in 
blood, and sunk in affliction and desolatioo, and 
be hostilely assaulted from every point within 
the reach of the conspirators, who were scat- 
tered amongst us by die same government that 
issued the decree in favour of Puerto Rico and 
of all America. The name of Ferdinand VIL 
is the pretext under which the new world is 
about to be laid waste, if tbe example of Vene* 
zuela does not henceforward cause tbe standard 
of our undiaken and established liberty to be 
distinguished from the banners of a seditioua^ 
sod dissembled fidelity. 

'' The bitter duty of vindioating ourselves 
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wodd carry US still further, if we ^ uot dread 
iqilittiDg on tke same roeks dd have the govern-^ 
meuta of Spiau, by subatitutiug resentment for 
lOBtice ; at the same time that we can charge her 
with three centuries of acts of injustice^ we 
have opposed three years of lawful, generous^ 
and philanthropic efforts to obtain what it was 
ftever in our power to dispose of, although by 
nature ours. Had gall and poison been the 
chief agents of this our solemn, true, and can** 
did manifest, we should have begun by des- 
troying the rights of Ferdinand, in consequence 
of the illegitimacy of his origin, declared by his 
mother at Bayonne, and published in the 
French and Spanish papers; we should have 
^ved the personal defects of Ferdinand, his 
ineptitude to reign, his weak and degrading 
conduct in the court at Bayonne ; his inefficient 
education, and the futile securities that offered 
for the realization of the gigantic hopes of the 
governments of Spain; hopes founded in the 
fllusion of America, nor any other support than 
the political interests of England, much opposed 
to the rights of the Bourbons. The public 
opinion of Spain, and the experience of the 
revolution of the kingdom, furnish us wi^ «ul^ 
ficient proofe of the conduct of the mother, and 
the qualifications of the son, without recurring 
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to the manifest of the miiuAter Axnask, puln 
lisbed after the transactions of Bayonne, and 
the secret memoirs of Maria Luisa ; but da^ 
oeacy is the guide of our conduct, to which we 
are ready to sacrifice even our reason. Suffi* 
eient has already been alleged to prove the jus- 
tice, necessity, and utility of our resolution, 
for the support of which, nothing is wanting but 
the examples by which we will strive to justify 
<mr independence. 

'' It were necessary for the partizMs of 
slavery in the new world either to destroy, or 
to falsify history, that unchangeable monument 
of the rights and of the usurpations of the buman 
race, before they could maintain that America 
was not liable to the same changes that all other 
nations have experienced. Even when the r^^hts 
of the Bourbons had been incontestible and 
indelible, the oath that we have proved never did 
exist» the injustice, force, and deceit with 
which the same was exacted of us would suffice 
to render it null and void^ so soon as it was 
found to be opposed to our liberty, grievous to 
pur rights, prejudicial to our interests, and fotal 
to our tranquillity. Such is the nature of an 
oath made to the conquerors and to their heirs» 
at the same time that the crown holds them in 
oppression by means of the same additional 
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sUfM^^ tliat it obtauled by means of tke rMult 
of tbeir conquest It was in this manner that 
Spaia herself recovered her rights, after die 
had sworn allegiance to the Carthagenians, Ro* 
mans, Goths, Arabs, and almost to the French; 
nerertheless she yet disowns the rights of Ame- 
rica, no longer to depend on any nation when 
she is capable of throwing off the yoke, and 
following the example of Spain and of other 
nations. 

^'It would be superfluous to remind our 
enemies of what they already knew, .and in 
what they have themselves founded the sacred 
right of their own liberty and independence ; 
epochs so memorable, that they ought not to 
have been tarnished with the slavery of the 
greater part of a country situated on the odier 
side of the ocean. But unfortunately it is not 
they alone whom it is necessary to convince 
by palpable examples of the justice and com- 
mon resemblance that our independence bears 
to that of all other nations which had lost and 
again recovered it. The illusions of slavery, 
kept alive by the candour of the Americans, 
and supported by the most criminal abuse that 
superstition can form of the established belief 
and religion, which one would suppose were 
only dictated for the happiness, liberty, and- 
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9»lvatioa of tlie. ftwpie, nwmlfr hy tbe ii»m«*i 
municatioM de^Qum^ c^inst th« poofitkof. 
Cara<^ |br cbangiiig their gov^rnifteat^ rovider 
it necdsmry t^ tranquUUxe tl>e deceived piety^. 
jiotne, to inptruct their uBwary ignoranoe^ aini 
stimulate their apathy, that had slucnbered 
i^ce the unusual trauquillity of the new order of 
^iogs: in short, it is time to inculcate,! that 
g^yemments never had nor ever can hayd any 
other duration than the utility and happin^sa of 
tfie human race may require ; that kings are not 
oi any privileged nature, nor of ai^ order supe^. 
r|or to other men; that their authority emt^itfM 
ffom the people, directed and supported by the 
[i^ovidence of God, who leaves our actions to 
our own free-will ; that his omnipotence does 
npt interfere in favour of any peculiar form of 
government; and that neither religion nor its 
ministers can anathemati^ the efforts of a na* 
tiois, struggling to be free and independent in the 
poUtioal order of things, and resolved to depend 
pyilyonQod and his ministers in a moral and 
rjsligious sense. 

, *'The very people of God, governed by 
himself, and guided by such miracles, portentous 
signs and fUvors as will perhaps never again be 
i»peated, offer a proof of the rights of insure 
rfiction on th« part of the people sufficiently 
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r to the ortbodox piety of the frieiids 

•£ pttfalic orden The subjeets of Pharaoh, and 

boiind by force to obey him, colleet round 

Moaesy and under hist guidance triumph oyer 

their enemieB, and recover their independence 

withoot being blained by Grod or his prophet 

and legislator, Moaes, for their conduct, or 

being subjected by them to the least malediction 

or anathema. This same people being after- 

terwards subjected by the forces of Nebuchad^ 

nezaar; first — under the direction of Holofer- 

aes^ Judith was sent by God to procure their 

independence by the deadi of the Babylonian 

geoeraL Under Antiochus^ Bpiphanes, Mat* 

tntfaias and his sons raised the standard of 

iadependence, and God blessed and aided their 

etfbrte till he obtained the entire liberty of his 

people against the oppression of that impious 

king and his successors. Not only against the 

foreign kings who oppressed them did the 

Israelites resort to die right of insurrection by 

breaking through the obedience to force ; but 

even against those whom God had given them 

ilk their own country and of their own nation do 

we behold them claim this imprescriptable 

nght wherever their liberty and their advantage 

required it, or when the sacred character of 

those facts by which God himself bound 
VOL. III. a 
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them to those he chose as their governors, had 
been profaned. David obtained the allegiance 
of the Israelites in favour of his dynasty, and 
his son Solomon ratified it in fietvour of his pos- 
terity ; but at the death of this king, who had 
oppressed his subjects by exactions and con- 
tributions to support the splendour of his court 
and the luxury and sumptuousness of his 
pleasures, then the tribes of Judah and Benja- 
min alone acknowledged his son, and the other 
ten, availing themselves of their rights, recovered 
their political independence, and in excuse 
thereof deposited their sovereignty in Jerdbo- 
am, the son of Nabath. The momentary and 
passing hardships of the reign of Solomon were 
sufficient for the Israelites to annul their obedi- 
ence sworn to his line, and to place another on 
the throne without waiting for an order from the 
Deity, informing them, that their fate no longer 
depended on the kings of Judah, nor on the 
ministers, chiefs, or priests of Solomon. And 
shall the Christian people of Venezuela and of 
all Spanish America be still in a worse plight, 
and after being declared free by the government 
of Spain after three hundred years of captivity, 
exactions, hardships, and injustice, shall they 
not be allowed to do what the God of Israel, 
whom they equally adore, formerly permitted 
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to his people without being spurned, and with- 
out vengeance being hurled upon their heads? 
It ia his divine hand that guides our conduct^ 
and to his eternal judgments our resolution 
shall be submitted. 

" If the independence of the Hebrew people 
was not a sin against the written law, that of a 
CShristian people cannot be such against the law 
of grace. At no time has the apostoUcal see ex- 
communicated any nation that has risen against 
the tyranny of those kings or governments 
which had violated the social compact The 
Swiss, Dutch, French, and North Americans 
proclaimed their independence, overturned 
their constitution, and varied their forms of 
government without having incurred any other 
spiritual censures than those which the church 
might have fulminated for the infringements on 
the belief, discipline, or piety, but without 
their being connected with poUtical measures or 
alluding to the civil transactions of the people. 
The Swiss were bound by oath to Germany, 
as were also the Dutch to Spain, the French to 
Louis XVI., and the North Americans to 
George III.; yet neither they nor the princes 
that favoured their independence were excom* 
municated by the Pope. The grandfather of 
Ferdinand VIL, one of the most pious and 
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catholic kings diat ever filled th^ tkron^ dT 
8pain, together with his nephew^ Louis XVI., 
protected ^e independence of North America^ 
without dreading ecclesiastical censures or th6 
anger of heaven ; and now that the order aiid 
succession of events more justly place it within 
the reach of South America, those who call 
themselves the authorized agents of the graad*^ 
son wish to abuse that same religion so much 
respected by Charles III.^ in order to prolong 
the most atrocious and unparalleled usurpa^ 
tions. Just, omnipotent, and most merciful 
God! Till when will fanaticism dispute the 
empire of that sacred religion which thou sent 
to the uncorrupted regions of America for thy 
glory and her felicity. 

*' The events which have accumulated ia 
Europe to terminate the bondage of America^ 
beyond doubt entered into the high designs 
of Providence. Placed at a transatlantic 
distance of two thousand leagues^ we have 
done nothing in the three years which Imve 
elapsed since we ought to be free and inde* 
pendent, till the period when we resolved to be 
so, than pass through the bitter trials of strata* 
gems, conspiracies, insults, hostilities, and 
depredations on the part of that same nation 
whom we invite to partake ofthegtodof our 
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regeaeratioD, and fcur whose welfare we whhed 
to open the gates of the new woi:ld, heretofore 
closed to all c(»Bnniiiicatioti with the old one, 
now wa^ed and inflamed *by war^ hunger, and 
desolation. Three distinct oligarchies have de- 
clared war s^nst us, have desjased our claims, 
have excited civil dissensions amongst us, have 
sown the seeds of discord and miisrtxust in our 
great fieunily, have planned three horrible c(m-; 
spiracies against our liberty, have interrupted 
our trade, have suppressed our agriculture, 
have traduced our conduct, and have sought to 
raise against us an European power, by vainly 
implcmng its aid to oppress us. The same flag^ 
the same language, the same religion, the same 
laws, have till now confounded the party of 
liberty with that of tyranny : Ferdinand VIL 
as liberator, has been opposed to Ferdinand 
VIL as oppressor ; and if we had not resolved 
to abandon a name at the same time synony- 
mous with crime and virtue, America would in 
the end be enslaved by the same power that is 
exercised for the independence of Spain. 

'' Such has been the nature of the imperious 
impulse of conviction, tending to open our eyes, 
and to impel Venezuela to separate eternally 
from a name so ominous and so fatal. Placed 
by it in the irrevoci^e alternative of being the 
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slave or the enemy of her brethren, she has pre- 
ferred the purchase of her own freedom at the 
expense of friendship, without destroying the 
means of that reconciliation she desired. The 
most powerful reasons, the most serious medi- 
tations, the most profound considerations, long 
discussions, contested debates, well analyzed 
combinations, imperious events, imminent dan- 
gers, and the public opinion clearly pronounced 
and firmly sustained, have been the precursors 
of that solemn declaration made on the fifth of 
July, by the general congress of Venezuela, of 
the absolute independence of this part of South 
America; an act sighed for and applauded by 
the people of the capital, sanctioned by the 
powers of the confederation, acknowledged by 
the representatives of the provinces, sworn to 
and hailed by the chief of the church of Vene- 
zuela, and to be maintained with the lives, for- 
tunes, and honour of all the citizens. 

'' Freemen, companions of our fate! Te 
who have known 1k>w to divest your hearts of 
fear, or of hope ; give from the elevation on 
which your virtues have placed you an impar- 
tial and disinterested look on the portrait that 
Venezuela has just traced out to you. She 
constitutes you the arbitrators of her differences 
with Spain, and the judges of her new destinies. 
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If you have been affected by our evils, and are 
interested in our felicity, unite your efforts 
with ours, that the artifices of ambition may 
not any longer triumph over liberality and 
justice. 

'' To you it belongs to convince Spain 
of what an unfortunate rivalship places beyond 
the reach of America. Refrain the giddiness 
that has seized on her new governments ; point 
out to them the reciprocal advantages of our 
regeneration ; unfold to them the soothing pros- 
pect that they are prevented from beholding in 
America by that monopoly which has hardened 
their hearts ; tell them what threatens them in 
Europe, and point out to them what they may 
expect in America, tranquil, uncorrupted, and 
already covered with all the blessings of liberty; 
nay swear to them in our name, that Venezuela 
awaits her brethren with open arms to share 
with them her happiness without asking any 
other sacrifice than that of prejudice, pride, 
and ambition, which for three centuries have 
produced the united misery of both countries.'' 

"Juan Antonio Rodriguez Dominguez,Pre«Vfe»^'* 
"Francisco Isnardy, Secretary'' 

''Federal Palace of Caracas, July 30th, 181ir 
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1817 Battle of Chacabnco in Chile Extract of a Jonmal New 

EzpedltioQ to Chile under Osoria News of Battle of Maypn Loss of 

the Spanish Frigate Maria Isabel^ and part of ConToj....... Aimal of Jbord 

Cochrane off CaUao. 

The precediDg manifest from Venezuela, sheW'* 
ing the principal giievances of the Americans 
in that particular part of the country, was 
equally applicable to the colonists in general ; 
but many of the provinces laboured und^r pecu- 
liar disadvantages and oppressions, particularly 
those situated on the western side of the conti- 
nent; nor were the Creoles the first nor the 
loudest in their clamours. The Spanish mer- 
chants felt very severely the decrease of their 
monopoly, by the non -arrival of vessels from 
Cadiz, as well as by the arrival of several ves- 
sels, under Hamburgh colours, with British 
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cargoM and woMttm, imder the protection of 
passports from the constitiitecl soyereignties of 
Spain; the large jdantera also felt the want 
of new importations of slaves, and although 
tte Creoles si^ered equaBy with the Spaniards, 
yet accustomed to suppress their feelings, they 
raaanied silent, while the former were loud in 
dieir deprecatioos. The sugar planters began, 
under the sanction of the new taws of the ccmsti- 
totion and the cortes to manuiacture mm, to the 
detriment of the owners of vineyards at Pisco 
and Canete, many of whom were Spaniards. 
Secret meetings were held in every part of the 
city; those of theSpaniardswere permitted by the 
government under the pretence that they were 
innocent or virtuous, while those of the natives 
were called seditious and unwarrantable. Every 
opportunity was taken to hill the people with 
stories of victories obtained against the insnr- 
g^its in Upper Peru, and the most tyrannical 
espionage was set on; foot by the government, 
for the purpose of thwarting any communication 
of the true state of affairs in America, when the 
goiremment of Peru could only expect support 
from the native troops. Every thing seemed to 
augur to the government in Lima the fete of 
Aose of the otiier capitals of South America ; 
indeed Mexico and Lima were the only two 

VQl. Ill* % 
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capitals that preserved their ancient authorities; 
the other two viceroyalties, Buenos Ayres and 
Santa F6, and the captain-generalships and pre^ 
sidencies of Chile, Chuquisaca, Quito and 
Caracas, with the greater part of the govern* 
ments of South America, were under the pro* 
tection of their own constituted authorities, and 
declared by the Spanish Viceroys in open war 
with the mother country. 

Colonel Gainsa was sent with an expedition 
against the revolted Chileans in 1812, and hav- 
ing landed at Talcabuano, he marched towards 
the capital : his successes were the continued 
boast of the Spaniards in Lima, who insulted widi 
taunts the Creoles respecting their inferiority, 
forgetting that the army of Grainsa was almost 
exclusively formed of natives ; however, in 1813 
it was found that the career of Gainsa was at an 
end, and that he had come to terms with the 
insurgents, the principal import of which waa» 
that things should remain as they then were, 
until the decision of the cortes in Spain ; for the 
purpose of obtaining which the Chileans should 
send their deputies. This treaty was guaran- 
teed by Captain Hillyer, and sent to Lima for 
the ratification of the Viceroy, who, expecting 
troops from Spain, deferred its signature. In 
April, 1813, the regiment of Talavera arrived, 
and Abascal followed the example of the Count 
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Hois; he declared that Gainsa had no powers 
to capitulate, and prepared another expedition 
against Chile. 

The arrival of Spanish troops made the re- 
sident Spaniards more imperious and insolent 
than ever ; but they had soon cause to regret 
having solicited the assistince of an armed 
force from Spain, for all the Expenses incurred 
in the equipment of the expedition at Cadiz were 
ordered to be defrayed by the merchants of 
Lima. The officers and soldiers were also of the 
worst character, the former having been ex- 
pelled from different corps in the mother coun- 
try for crimes which they had there committed, 
and the latter were taken from the common 
gaols, places of exile, and the galleys. The 
insolence of these protectors was not limited to 
any class of people in Lima : they had been in- 
formed in Spain, that the booty or plunder of 
the insurgents in America would make them as 
rich in the nineteenth century as that of the 
indians had rendered their forefathers in the 
sixteenth; thus robberies and even murders were 
committed under the sanction of rich promises ; 
and it was dreaded by the government, that the 
very force sent to protect them would cause a 
revolution, or perhaps head one in Lima ; how- 
aver an opportunity presented itself to dispose 
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of two bimdred of tke Bine that hftd arm^ 
The OMkpie Pucatoro revolted at Hitamaaga^ 
deposed the Spanish authorities, and dechired 
himself in fitvour of the Bttenos Ayres army : 
thk Mow BO near to Lima called fiM:;^^ imme- 
diate remedy. Two hmidred soldiers of Taia^ 
rera were seat to qadl the rebel indaan^ who 
led them intoaiianow ravine, and aseended the 
Bunmtains on each aide, where large piles of 
stones had been so artfully placed, that by re* 
moving one, placed as a key«>itone, the whole 
mass rdiled down the sides of die momitaiDS^ 
and not one of the Spaniards escaped. The 
victorious indians dien contiuiied throwing and 
rolling down pieces of rock till they had com* 
pletely buried their eneniies* Tins patriotie 
Cacique was afterwards taken prisoner by a 
party of tio<^ sent from Cusoo, and was 
hanged and quartered at Huamaaga. 

This dii^raceftil expedition only tended to 
reader the Spanii^ soldiers more insolent ; and 
it became a difficult matter to prevent an opea 
revolt. 

Early in July, 181.% the transports ftr • 
new expeditian to Oute were ready, siid, oa 
the thirteeath, Colonel Maroto and the troops 
of Talavera emlnuked foi Taleahuana iiima 
ber tianqiBlltty, with what dbe coui^ 
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dered iier MtfiMijr, and the departun of the pro- 
tecting force was hailed as that of an insotent 
ud oppressive ettemj. Bat the ^^alm was Mt 
of long duration. The news from the north, of 
die oonqoests in Quito by Genend Montee was 
accompanied by that of the rerdution of Ousco 
in the south, smd the possession of Arequipa 
by the Cacique Pumacagua ; this threatened the 
most Altai consequences to Liina; however, 
General Ramires was sent from Upper Peru 
with a dinsioa of Ihe army, then under tht 
command of General Pesuela, and retook 
Ctmco and Arequipa, where he put the old 
Cacique and upwards of a hundred of his fot* 
lowers to death, among whom was my particular 
friend, ^ose Maria Melgar. 

Friendship and admiration demand of me a 
short account of this virtuous youth. He was a 
native of Arequipa, and educated for the bar 
at Lima : he had retired to his niAive city, and 
was on the eveof marriage with a female whom 
he loved. Pumacagua arrived at Arequipa, and 
to^ it; Melgar was a patriot, he offered his 
services to the Caeique^general, they were 
accepted, and he was appointed judge advocate 
to the army. On tht capture by Ramires, Mel^ 
gar was apprehended, tried^ and sentenced to 
be «hot Bis parents, his relaitioM, and his 
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friends solicited his pardooi* which wts pro* 
mised, on condition that he would publicly 
recant : to this he objected, and he was led to 
the place of execution. 

The assisting priest seated himself on the 
stool, and Melgar knelt to confess his sins, in- 
voke a pardon, and receive absolution ; but h^ 
suddenly rose from bis knees, and, in a state of 
agitation, said to his confessor, ''Is it possible 
that you should here speak to me of things of this 
world ! It was your duty to speak to me of diose 
in the next, which I am on the verge of witness- 
ing : this world must soon cease to exist for me, 
and I had hoped to have left it in peace ; but 
your request and promises have unsettled my 
mind, and agitated .my soul. I took a part in 
the cause of my country ; 1 believed it to be my 
duty, I did it, I considered it just; I embraced 
it, and I die for having done my duty, and only 
regret at this moment that I shall npt die so 
calmly as I expected. You, father, who ought 
to have endeavoured to create tranquillity in my 
soul in my last moments, have destroyed my 
peace r — He then asked the adjutant if he might 
be allowed to smoke a segar, which being grant* 
ed, he turned round and said, '' will any one for 
the love of God give me a segar r A soldier 
{landed him one ; he sat down on the stool, and; 
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siiioked about half the segar, knocked off the 
ashes, and threw it aside ; he then thanked the 
adjutant and the soldier, and said 'Hhank 
heaven I am again calm and resigned -, now, Sir, 
do your duty/' The bandage was ordered to 
be tied over his eyes, but he begged that this 
ceremony might be omitted : '' I am not afraid 
to die," said he, and clasping his hands over his 
eyes, he exclaimed, '' this will do ! "* The fotal 
signal was then given — the soldiers fired, and 
the virtuous patriot Melgar fell! The execu- 
tioners muttered, " so may the enemies of Spain 
perish ; *' but the genii of American liberty sang 
for joy, and the response was — so may the 
sons of America evince to posterity, that no 
sacrifice is too great for a true Patriot! 

The arrival of new troops from Spain in 1814, 
the defeat of the Chileans, and the occupation of 
Santiago by General Osorio; the victory of Vil- 
eapugio in Upper Peru by Pesuela, all seemed 
to threaten American independence, and the 
Spaniards grew more insolent and haughty. The 
colours taken by Osorio in Chile were brought 
to Lima and carried in procession to the church 
of Santo Domingo, where they were presented 
at the altar of the Rosary, and there deposited. 
The new president and captain-general of Chile, 
Don Casimiro Marc6 arrived, and proceeded to 
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bis pffMidcBcj. Tkie &KUcet began to be is* 
tafickDt for the pajBMttt of tbe troops, and 
tfaoae from Spam marcbed from their bamcks 
in la Recoleta^ and took poasessioBof tbe citadel, 
Santa Catalina, wbeve tkey declared, that unleas 
tbe govenuQMnt paid them dieii arrears, they 
would pay themseWra; assuring the natires at 
tbe riame time, that no koatilities should beeom* 
nutted against them. Tbe alarm was aa great, 
Ibat tbe Yieeray Abttscal sent a message ta tbe 
soldiers, declaring, that their request sboald be 
complied with ; btit be received for answer, that 
tiwy would not aher their determination untii 
tbe mottey due was actually paid to them* Tbe 
Vicctoy then went in person, and harangned 
the troops ; but be received only a repetition of 
the ibrmev answer ; nor did they desist until 
their arrears were paid. 

In t815 tbe Viceroy Abascal was super* 
seded by Qeneral I>on Joaquin de \h Pesuela, 
when he immediately retired to Span. On tbe 
arrival of tbe new Viceroy, tbe city was eiiter- 
tained with the entrada jmbUat, public entry, 
baUs, feasts, and bulUflgbts, with aU of wbidk 
bis predecessor Abascal, had dispensed or his 
wrival, not wishiDg to oppress the city witk 
such unnecessary expefises. 

It is due to tbe Viceray Abascal ta say, that 
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^ pradenoe prdMTMd di# capital to tke crown 
of Spam ; and altiiough no Viceroy of Peru had 
ever more aecidental dutiea to attend to^ or 
more critical afiktrs to manage, yet lima ia in^ 
ddMed to him for tho fomidaUoa of the coQe^ 
of Sao Fernando, imrtituted for medicine and 
rargery; the pantheon or general cemetery^ 
and the aboolute prohibition of burying within 
the widla of the city ; the rebuiUtng of the 
co&ege del Principe, for the study of Latin; the 
thorough repair of the city wailla ; as wtell as 
several excellent police establishments; and 
notwithstanding the public feeling at this time 
in Lima, he was accompanied to Callao by all 
the respectable inhabitants, and his departure 
was a day of mourning tn the city : such are 
generally the sentiments, even towards an ene* 
my, when moderation has presided at his coun- 
^b, and justice has guided his actions. 

Pesuela, the hero of Huiluma and Vikar 
pugio, on taking cognisance of the treasury, 
discovered what was too well known to his 
predecessor — the few state of the funds : many 
plans were proposed for replenishing them ; do- 
nations were at ^rst solicited, and afterwards 
contributions were exacted; but these were 
incompetent to support the expenses of the 
government and the army, which, during the 

VOL. III. s 
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firrt years of vmxhxe^ kviad lai^ sums of 
money, as wdl on fnrads m on enemies, and 
derived some support from the different royal 
treasuries at Arequipa, at Cusco, Charcas, and 
other citiea in Upper Peru; but, notwithstand- 
ing these temporary resources, the means 
continued to fail, and the exigences continoed 
to increase. The equipment of expediticms to 
Quito, Upper Peru, and Chile ; the demand of 
arrears by the troops that arrived from Spain, 
and the necessary remittances for the sup- 
port of the royal armies; preyed heavily on the 
national funds, so much so, that the treasury 
dreaded a bankruptcy.. The pay of all civil 
officers was reduced one-third, and at last a 
viceregal decree was issued, augmenting the 
tithes from ten to fifteen per cent.: this im- 
post caused the greatest consternation through- 
out the country, and met with strong oppositicm 
from the inhabitants ; many of the provinces 
refrused to pay, and the governors were unaUe 
to exact it for want of an armed force to pn^ct 
them against the fury of the people. 

General Ramires was left by Pesuda in the 
command of the army of Upper Peru ; but he 
was soon superseded by General Don Jose de 
la Sema, who Ismded at Arica, and proceeded 
direct to head quarters. This general was sent 
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by tile kmg to command the army, and with 
power to act independently of theViceroy, at a 
tune when any change in the establkihed ordei* 
of things was likely to be most productiTe of 
k^nry to the Spanish cause, and to this may 
be attributed the inactivity of the army under 
La Sema. 

The tranquillity experienced in Lima till the 
beginning of 1817 induced the Spaniards to 
believe that all was well : Chile was quiet, die 
enemy made no advances in Upper Peruj Quito 
was under the dominion of Spain, Morillo vie* 
torious in Yeirezuela and Santa F6 ; ihe Mexican 
kuiurgent chief, Morelos, had ceased to exist; 
Ferdinand was restored to his throne ; the con- 
stitutkn was abolished; the inquisition was 
re-established, and monarchical despotism had 
resumed its seat ; new auxiliary troops werp 
preparing in Spain to give the last blow to the 
patriots in America, and the most sanguine 
American began to droop for the cause of his 
country. But a change, unexpected by the 
Spaniards, and unhoped for by the Americans, 
took place in Chile on the twdhh of February, 
1817, the news of which reached Lima on the 
ninth of Bfarch. This was no less than the 
entire defeat of the Spanish army at Chacabuco 
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by Geftieral O'Higgios : the riotory has ^;pm^ 
vaUy bom ttuibuted, but moat w^ustlyi. te 
Geoeral San Martin, who was not eTW piesort 
k^tt^^otioQ* ThefoUowingiaan^eactract feonoi 
tbQ joutnal of a Spaniard with whom I wiets 
acquainted ia laOka. 

" February 4th, Don Miguel Atoro^ chief 
of the stfaff^ informed the goveriuneat of Siinti- 
ago^ that the enemy had aorpriaed the guieuxEs of 
thisAndea, placed about twelve leagoeak in ad* 
vaoe^ of Santa RoBa, (twenty-five leagues £ram 
the capital) and thstt of seventy-fiye mes^ tbir* 
teen cady had escaped, bringing with them the 
news, that the enemy was advancing ; at the 
same time Major Vfla reported to the goTon- 
BBbont,. that the advanced guard at the paao de 
loa PatoB had reconnoitred die enany, and re* 
quested a reinfofccteent Atera hhmedi a tely 
aeot a company of Talaveia iit£uitry, aad Aen 
retreated with the division of the army stationed 
at Santa Rosa, to Ohaoabmco, leaving bdund 
him two pieces of artillery, ammunition, bag^ 
gage, attd warlike atorea : the Ibarce stationued 
M Santa Rosa aatounted to about four hundced 

'' February Sth, the Captain-general Mftrc6 
ordered Cofcmel QuiataniUa to yoist the army 
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at Ckaoaboco, with the battalion of cafabiniers ; 
t&ej arriTeil on the fltfa, when Qaintanilla im» 
mediately advanced to the ooaTent of Gnrimon 
to recoanoitFe the enemy in Villa Yieja, and haT-* 
ing rq[>orted to Atero that their namber did not 
exceed six hnndred^ an attack waa immediately 
avdered^ which took place on the morning of the 
aereath. 

'' The caTalry engaged that of the enemy in 
a place called de las Comas ; the crafty «nemy 
retired towards the Cordillera, and halted at 
Putendo, where they were joined by an ambus* 
cade isi a hmidred horse"! Our infantry did not 
advance with the cavalry, so that as soon as 
tbey were overpowered by the enemy they fled 
hi the greatest disorder towards our in^ntry for 
mipport; on tkeir return, to their great surprise 
they found that the infantry also was in a dis- 
otdered retreat^ without having taken part in the 
action, and also that the commander in chief, 
Atero, had flsd» Colonel Quintanilla now took 
the command, and coUec^ed the dispersed so^ 
diers ; he placed the infhntry in the centre, and 
flanked it with the cavalry, although harrassed 
in the rear by the enemy in his retreat Hav- 
ing at length reached Villa Vieja, a council of 
wat was held by the officers, and it was re* 
solved to continue their march to Curimon; on 
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thek arriytl they learnt that tiie enemy waa 
about to renew the attadL ; on hearing which, 
Cokmel Marqueli, to whom Atero had given the 
oommand, continued his march to Chacabuco. 
The victoriom army took up its quarters in 
Villa Vieja : our loss was abmit thirty carabi* 
niers. There is no doubt that the whole of ovr 
loss is to be attributed to Atero, who, observing 
a party of the enemy's cavalry on an eminence 
to the right, exclaimed, *^ we are cut offP when 
he hnmediately mounted his horse and fled. At 
ten o'clodL at night the news arrived at San^ 
tiago, and the greatest confusion began to 
prevail. 

*' On the morning of February 8th, the two 
judges, Pereyra and Gaspi, and the general of 
brigade, Olaguer Feliu, fled to Valparaisa 

'' On the 9th, Colonel Baranao arrived at 
Santiago with Colonel Eloriga, and 360 hussarSb 

*' On the 10th, Lieutenant-colcmel: Morgado 
arrived with 460 dragoons; at ten o'clodL at 
night Brigadier-general Maroto was i^pcnnted 
by Marc6 to take the chief command: our 
whole force consisted of 1000 cavalry and 1100 
infantry. 

*' On the 12th, at six o'clodc in ^ after- 
noon» an officer arrived at Santiago with a 
verbal communication from General Maroto^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



fiOirrH AMBllCA. 13S 

dedtring^ that lie had suffered a total defeat 
Thk waa coDfirmed on the 13th by the arrifal of 
MarotoandQuintanilla; Marc6 had left the city 
with about 1500 men, and resolved on renew* 
ing the attack ; but after more private conversa- 
tion with Maroto, he returned to the capital, and 
summoned a council of war. After a long con- 
Isrence nothing was determined on, and the sub- 
inspector-general Bemedo, the judge advocate 
Lescano, and the commandant of artillery, 
Cacho, fled to Valparaiso. From the ISth at 
noon to the evening of the 14th, officers, sol- 
diers and civilians continued to arrive at Val- 
paraiso, where they embarked on board several 
vessels then at anchor in the bay, and fled to 
lima; but it was not known till our arrival at 
€allao, that the president Marc6 was left be- 
hind at the mercy of Bernardo O'Higgins, to 
wbom the insurgents owe their victory, and we 
our difi^frace.'" 

The most astonishing diference in the be- 
haviour of the Spaniards was now observable. 
The haughty Maroto, who, when in Lima with 
his regiment of Talavera, despised and insulted 
every one, now that he had neither an officer 
nor a soldier left, was humbled, and the bow of 
a negro or an indian was most courteously an- 
swered by this vaunting coward. 
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New inMrneotioBt ia the proviaees of Upper 
Peru begia to break out; the yictonee of Ge- 
neral BolWar in Colombia became known^ and 
although reports from the mother Country were 
Attttering, yet the repeated requiiitioDS for 
money were distreaemg. 

Notwithstanding this state of affiurs, die Yice^ 
roy Pesuela determined on another expedition 
to Chile, the command of which was again givea 
to General Osorio. The Spanish troops consist* 
ed of a battalion of hussars and the regiment of 
Burgos, the best troops that had arrived firom 
Europe. Their destination was to Takahuaiio, 
which place, as it had been fortified by the 
Spaniards, was still held by them, with the auz* 
iliary troops of Chile. For the equipment of 
this expediticm, the Viceroy took possession of 
the treasury belonging to the commissariat of the 
crusades, money, which in the opinion of all the 
lower classes^ could only" be appropriated to tlie 
support of war against Turks, Moors and Infidels, 
and the greatest clamour was raised when it 
was applied to the purpose of waging civil war 
with Christians. This treasure being insufficient^ 
diat called of the holy places, sanlos lugares, at 
Jerusalem, was also added to that of the bulls. 
' After many difficulties had been surmounted^ 
the expedition left Caltao in October, 1817 ; and 
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^aloubting on its socceM, the Spaniards again 
reaumed Ibeir arrogance, wkich in some was 
carried to such an extreme as to enter into a 
bond with one anodier of two thousand dollars 
ne?er again to employ a creole. A Spaniard 
said to me one evening, that he had six children, 
hut if he thought that they would ever be msur- 
fents, he would go to their beds and smoth^ 
them. 

This chiralrous fansfticism had risen to 
9tich a height, that a Peruvian officer, Landa- 
suri, said, in the presence of Pesuela, that he 
hated his father and mother, because he was 
bora in America, and that if he knew in what 
part of his body the American blood eircuiated, 
he would let it out; however Pesuela repri- 
Vianded him severely for such unnatural ex*. 
pressions. 

Nothing but reports of victories arrived from 
Chile, the bells scarcely ever ceased ringing in 
lima, and the choristers were hoarse with 
chanting Te Deums ; the haughtinera of the 
Spamards became insupportable ; they paraded 
the streets in triumph, and, forming themselves 
into groups, insulted every creoIe who chanced 
to pass them. But their insolence was at its 
highest pitch in April, 1818, when the news of 
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the lictmy over San Martin and O'Higgfks it 
Cancha^rayada arrived ; they, considered Oaorio 
more than a human being; his wiadom and Tar 
lour were the theme of the pulpit, the palaoe, 
the coffee-house, and the brothel. The hevo 
Qsorio was at Santiago ; he would soon cross 
the Andes, and release his virtuous and brave 
countrymen from their dungeons at San Luis 
and las Bruscas, and with the reinforcements 
expected from Spain, in a convoy under the 
protection of the Spanish frigate Maria Isabel, 
he would conquer the Buenos Ayreans, and re* 
turn to lima with the heads of San Martin, 
O'Higgins, and those of all the other chiefe of 
t)ie banditties. 

This ferment of insolence and insults con- 
tinually increased till the evening of the fourth of 
May, when about ten o'clock at night a valan^ 
cin, post chdse, drove up to the gates of the 
viceregal palace, bringing the hero Osorio, and 
the news of his total defeat at Majrpu. On 
the morning of the fifth a Creole was allowed to 
pass the streets ummrfwted, and might even 
presume to seat himsdf in a coffee-house at the 
same table vidth a Spaniard. Confusion and 
dismay were visible in ibe countenances of the 
royalists, the great. Osorio suddenly became 
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an %Mlnnt cowaxd, who had sacrificed his 
countrymen, and indecently fted to save his 
own life ; even the Americans were now courted 
to join the Spaniards in declamations against the 
late demi-god Osorio, and no hope was left but 
that the arrival of the expedition from Spain 
would retrieve the losses occasioned by the 
dastardly conduct of this chief. 

The first news, however, which they ob- 
tained of the issue of the boasted expedition 
was, that the soldiers of La Trinidad, one of 
the transports, had murdered their officers, 
taken possession of the vessel, and carried her 
to Buenos Ayres ; this was seconded in Novem- 
ber, 1818, with the news, that the Maria 
Isabel and part of her convoy had been taken 
at Talcahuano and the island of Santa Maria 
by the insurgents of Chile ; and this blow was 
aggravated with the abandonment of Talcahu* 
ano, the strong hold of the Spaniards in Chile, 
by General Sanches, who took the command 
after Osorio fled. Still there was gall in reserve 
for the humbled Spaniards. The Chilean 
squadron, commanded by the Right Honour- 
able Lord Cochrane, made its appearance off 
Callaoon the twenty*eighth of February, 1819, 
hi« lordship's flag waving at the main of the 
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ex^Spanish frigate Maria Isabel, now tke Chi- 
lean flag ship O'Higgins. 

It became impossible for me to remain' 
bnger in lima, so I left that city for the Bar* 
lanca, where I arrived on the first of March. 
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CHAPTER V. 
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The pirrival of die Chilean squadron on the 
ooast of Pern produced at onde a dread that 
this part of South America would become 
die theatre of war, and that retaliating fate 
w<mld inflkt on this part of the colonies all the 
distresses which had been so universally spread 
among the others : it was feared, that the ca* 
bunities produced by invasion would now be 
wreaked on it in return for those that had been 
exp^enced in the provinces of Upper Peru, 
Quito and Chile. War was at the very door, 
and the syiri:em of offence had almost rendered 
diat of defence nugatory. It was believed 
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that an army accompanied the squadron ; and 
the patriots of Lima busied themselves in sur- 
mising which would be^ the point of debarkation. 
On Wednesday, the third of March, a rumour 
arrived at the capital, that the land forces 
would debark at Ancon, five leagues to the 
northward of Lima ; at midnight the report of 
rockets was heard in the large street in the 
suburbs of San Lasaro, called Malambo; thi» 
was supposed by the patriots to be a signal for 
reunion ; and by the royalists, of the landing of 
the army : upwards of a thousand of the former 
immediately repaired to Malambo, and so 
completely filled the street, that the cavalry 
sent by the government could not pass the mob, 
and they retired to the bridge : both parties 
were anxiously inquiring the cause of the 
reports, and both retired without obtaining any 
satisfactory information: had the squadron 
landed five hundred more, and marched to the 
city, there is not the least doubt but that with 
the assistance of the native inhabitants, they 
would have entered and taken possession of 
Santa Catalina and the different barracks, as the 
number of Spanish troops at that time did not 
exceed three hundred. 

On the 29th of March, part of the squadron 
anchored in the bay of Huacho, for the purpose 
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fA obtamiBg news from the patriats on shore^ 
and also of landing two spies, sent down by 
the Chilean goverament, as well as for the dis- 
^bution of proclamations and other papers. 
LoM Cochrane here received the intelligence, 
that a (quantity of money, belonging to the 
PhilUpine company, had been sent down to 
Huarmey to be embarked in ihe North Ameri- 
can schooner Macedonia, and that another con- 
siderable sum was on the road to the same des- 
tination ; and as the port of the Barranca was 
better calculated for the purpose of intercept- 
ing ihe treasure than that of Huacho, the 
O'Higgins and the brig Gblvarino dropped 
down to it, and a party of marines were 
sent ashore, and took the money in the river 
of the Barranca . before the muleteers could 
cross it. This was effected without any opposi- 
tion from the Spanish soldiers that were sent to 
protect it as a guard. Mr. Eliphalet Smith, of 
the United States, at first claimed the money; 
but he afterwards signed a document which 
specified the names of its true owners ; this was 
also eorroIxMrated by several documents which 
Mr. Smith delivered to his lordship. 

During the few days that the Chilean ves- 
sels of war remained at Huacho, the Indians 
were at first allowed by the governor to take 
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4own to the beach their fruit and regetables^ 
and 3ell to them ; but the commandant of the 
county militia having collected about two hun* 
dred of his troops^ ordered the indians to desisti 
and in the most insolent manner commanded 
Lord Cochrane to depart, unless he wished td 
be driven out of the port. On receiving this 
message his lordship immediately ordered the 
marines to land and march to Huauiu, wbl^ 
was doae» and the town taken: indeed the 
troops never attempted to defend it, but fled 
with their chief at their head : the property be- 
longing to the government at the custom house 
and the estanco of tobacco were taken on board : 
no private property was touched. After this the 
trade with the indians was resumed ; however, 
on the departure of the squadron, five young 
indians were apprehended, tried by a court 
martial, without their even having been soldiers ; 
and, contrary to the laws of the country, 
they were sentenced to death and shot, witib- 
out any other reason being assigned to their 
protector-general, Manco Yupanqui, in Lima, 
than that it was necessary to set such an ex- 
ample, because it niight deter others from hav-^ 
ing any communication with the insurgents. 

Such were the feelings of the pe(^le ia 
this part of Peru, that the inhabitants of the 
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village, called Supe, depcNsed the alcalde, wIk^ 
was a Spaniard, and declared themselves inde^ 
pendent; but after the departure of the squad- 
ron, the principal ringleaders, Villanueva and 
Aranda, retired to a farm in the interior, where 
they bade defiance to the Viceroy and his 
powers. These two, with Reyes, a respectable 
farmer. Franco, Requena, a priest, and myself^ 
were summoned to a court martial ; but having 
embarked in the flag ship, we could not appear, 
in consequence of which we were sentenced tof 
death, declared contumacious, and all justices 
were authorized to apprehend any or all of us, 
and put the sentence into immediate execution. 

Before I proceed with the (Operations of the 
Chilean squadron, I shall give some account of 
its oiigin, and the arrival of Lord Cochrane to 
take the command. 

The brig Pueyrredon of fourteen guns was 
the first vessel of war that the state possessed : 
the brig Araucana of sixteen, and the sloop 
Chacabuco of twenty-two, were afterwards 
purchased. Captain Guise brought out the 
brig Galvarino of eighteen guns, formerly in 
the British service, and sold it to the govern- 
ment ; the San Martin of sixty- four guns, and. 
the Lantaro of forty-four, were two East India- 
men, purchased by the state, and converted 
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mto vei^els'of war. When Chile wad posaesisfed 
ef this force^ the news arriyed of the sailing of 
the expedition from Cadiz^ under the convoy of 
the Maria Isabel^ and having obtained posses- 
sion of the orders given to the captains of the 
transports from the Trinidad that entered 
Biienos Ayres, and of their rendezvous in the 
Pacific> Don Manuel Blanco was appointed to 
command the Chilean vessels of war, San Mar^ 
tin, flag ship, Captain Wilkinson, commander ; 
Lantaro, Captain Worster ; and the Araucana : 
they had the good luck to take the frigate» 
Maria Isabel in the bay of Talcahuano on the 
twenty-eighth of October, 1818, and four of 
the transports off the bay and at the island of 
Santa Maria. On the seventeenth of November 
the victorious Blanco entered Valparaiso with 
his prizes, amid manifestations of joy in this 
port. The governmient of Chile, to comme- 
morate the action, ordered a badge of honour 
to be presented to Commodore Blanco and 
each of his officers : this was a scutcheon of 
a pale green colour, having a trident in the 
centre, with the motto, ** this first essay gave 
to Chile the dominion of the Pacific" — este primer 
ensayo did a Chile el dommo del Pacifico. 

The naval force of Chile having a native as 
commander in chief, and the captains^ officers. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SOOTH AMERICA. 147 

^md crews composed principally of foreigners^ 
must of course have been conducted in a very 
irregular manner ; and as Don Manuel Blanco 
had never served in a situation higher than that 
of an ensign^ alferes, in the Spanish navy, it 
could not be expected that he was competent to 
fill that of a commander in chief, and to con* 
duct with either honour to himself or profit to 
his country the operations of a body composed 
of such discordant materials as the squadron of 
Chile then was* It must be recollected, not* 
vnthstanding, that he added a page of glory to 
the annals of South American naval triumphs 
by the capture of the Maria Isabel of forty- 
eight guns, and part of her convoy. 

For the future success of the Chilean navy, 
the welfare of the state, the progress of inde- 
pendence, and the consummation of South 
American emancipation. Lord Cochrane ar- 
rived at Valparaiso, on the twenty-eighth of 
November, 1818. The known valour of this 
chief, his love of rational liberty, and the volun- 
tary sacrifice which he had made by accepting 
a command in the new world, had reached 
Chile before the hero himself, and his arrival 
was hailed with every demonstration of jubilee 
by the natives. Before his arrival, however. 
Captain Spry, an Englishman, and Captain 
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Worster, a North American, both in the Chitea^ 
Bervice, had been very loUd in declaiming against 
him ; without alleging any other reason^ than 
that it was quite contrary to all republican prin- 
ciples to allow a ** nobleman" to retain his title 
in the service; but the true motive was too 
visible to escape the most blunted apprehension* 
Commodore Blanco had then the command of 
the squadron, and these gentlemen had assured 
themselves that they could controul him just as 
they chose, on accountof his indifferent knowledge 
of his duties as commander in chief, and esper 
cially as he had to manage British seamen. This 
with all possible delicacy had been mentioned 
to Blanco, together with many whispers detri- 
mental to the character of Lord Cochrane. On 
the arrival of his lordship, Commodore Blanco 
was one of the first to hail him as the preserver 
of the liberties of his country, and to oflfer his 
services under the command of his lordship ; 
and thus the patriotic Chilean smothered dissen- 
tion in the bud, and left its cultivators to feel 
the rankling of those thorns which they them- 
selves had planted. 

A few days after the arrival of Lord Cochrane 
he received from the government of Chile jiis 
commission as Vice-admiral of Chile, Admira) 
and Commander in Chief of the naval forces of 
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tlie Republic ; and on the twenty-second of De- 
cember he hoisted his flag at the main of the 
ex*Maria Isabel, now the O'Higgins, which 
flag Chile can exultingly say, was never hauled 
down until the last Spanish flag in the Pacific 
had acknowledged its empire, and either di- 
lectly or indirectly struck to it. At the close, 
when the fleet had finished its career of glory, 
it was lowered by the same individual who 
hoisted it ; it dropped like the sun in the west, 
while the descendants of the Incas blessed it, 
for the benefits they had received, with songs of 
heartfelt gratitude. 

On the sixteenth of January, 1819, Lord 
Cochrane left the port of Valparaiso on board 
the O'Higgins, Captain Forster, with the San 
Martin bearing the flag of Rear-admiral Blanco, 
Captain Wilkinson, the Lantaro, Captain Guise, 
and the Galvarino, Captain Spry ; the Chaca- 
bueo. Captain Carter, followed, but a mutiny 
taking place on board, he entered Coquimbo, 
where the principal mutineers were landed, sen*- 
tenced by a drum head court martial, and shot. 

Lord Cochrane chose the first day of the 
carnival for his first entrance into the bay of 
Callao, suspecting that the whole of the inha* 
bitants would be engaged in the follies of the 
season — but he was deceived. The Viceroy 
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Pesuela had chosen that day for one of his visito 
to Callao, and was sailing about the bay in the 
brig of war Pesuela ; when the Chilean squadron 
appeared off the headland of San Lorenzo, the 
captain at first mistook the Chilean yessels for 
Spanish merchantmen expected from Europe ; 
however, fortunately for himself and the party, h6 
immediately came to an anchor under the batte- 
ries. The circumstance of the visit of the Viceroy 
bad caused the whole of the military force to be 
under arms, and the whole of the batteries were 
manned. A thick fog coming on, the San Mar- 
tin, Lantaro, and Galvarino, lost sight of the 
flagship; however, without waiting for them, 
the admiral stood close in under the forts, and 
dropped his anchor ; a very brisk cannonading 
immediately commenced, and the dead calm 
^hat followed obliged his lordship to remain 
alone nearly two hours, under the continued 
cannonading from ashore, besides a brisk fire 
from the two Spanish frigates Esmeralda and 
Vengansa, brigs Pesuela and Maypu, and 
seven gun-boats. As soon as the breeze sprang 
up, the O'Higgins stood out, having sus- 
tained very little damage either in her hull or 
rigging, and without a single person on board 
having been killed. The north comer of the 
Real Felipe was considerably shattered by the 
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shot from the O'Higgins^ and thirteen persons 
were killed on shore. 

His lordship next entered into a correspon- 
dence with the Viceroy^ concerning the treat- 
ment which the prisoners of war (Chileans and 
Baenos Ayreans)had received, and were actually 
receiving in the Casas Matas of Gallao; the 
Viceroy denied that they had received any ill 
treatment, asserted that they were considered 
as prisoners of war, although rebels, and 
traitors to their king, and concluded by express- 
ing his surprise, that a nobleman of Great Bri- 
tain should so far have forgotten his dignity, as 
to head a gang of traitors against their legiti- 
Biate sovereign, and his lawfully constituted 
authorities. To this his lordship replied by 
saying, that the glory of every Englishman was 
his freedom, aiid that this had entitled him to 
choose to command the vessels of war of a free 
country, in preference to that of a nation of 
slaves — ^a command which had been offered to 
kim by the Duke de San Carlos in the name of 
his master, Ferdinand VIL 
. The following proclamations were distri- 
buted along the coasts of Peru, and sent also to 
the Viceroy, 
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Lord Cochrane to the inhabitants of Lima^ 
and other towns of Peru : 

Compatriots ! I flatter myself, that ere 
long I shall address you more cordially with 
this epithet. The repeated echoes of liberty in 
South America have been heard with pleasure 
in every part of enlightened Europe, and more 
particularly in Great Britain ; I, not being able 
to resist the desire of joining in the defence of 
a cause that was interesting to all mankind, the 
felicity of half the new world to thousands 
of generations, have determined to take an 
active part in it. The republic of Chile has 
confided to me the command of her naval forces. 
To these the dominion of the Pacific must be 
consigned; by their co-operation your chains 
of oppression must be broken. Doubt not but 
that the day is at hand, on which, with the an* 
nihilation of despotism, and the infamous con- 
dition of colonists which now degrades you, 
you will rise to fill the rank of a free nation ; 
that august title to which your population, your 
riches, your geographical position in the world, 
and the course of events naturally call you. 
But it is your duty to co-operate in preparing 
for this success, to remove obstacles, and to 
pursue the path to glory : under the assurance 
that you will receive the most efficacious assis- 
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tanoe from the government of Chile, and your 
true friend, Cochrane. 

Don Jose de San Martin, to the soldiers of 
the army of Lima : 

Soldiers of the army of Lima! — ^The object 
of my march towards the capital of Peru is to 
establish an eternal reconciliation for the hap- 
piness of all. Nine years of horror have inun- 
dated America with blood and tears. You 
have been oppressed and fatigued with the evils 
of war, undertaken by the proud agents of Spain, 
to satisfy their own passions, and not for the 
good of the nation. The opinions and the arms 
of this part of the world will soon be presented 
before Lima, to put an end to so many mis- 
fortunes. You will only prolong the sterile sa- 
crifice, i^ blind to the irresistible force of the 
general will, you attempt to support so rash 
an enterprize. Each of you has belonged to the 
cause of the people ; each of you belongs to the 
cause of humanity ; the duties of a soldier can- 
not alter those of nature. The soldiers of the 
Patria, as faithful in the path of honour as in 
that of victory, are terrible only to the enemies 
of liberty. They set a higher price on the value 
of a victory, more from the injustice which it 
prevents, than for the glory they acquire. Fly 
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then from the igtiominy of perishing with yonr 
detestable tyrants. In the ranks of your 
brother patriots you will find the path to 
honour, to felicity and peace. A general who 
has never asserted a falsehood ensures this to 
you.-^Head quarters, Santiago de Chile, 30th 
December, 1818. Jose de San Martin. 

The Supreme Directs of Chile> to the itiha* 
bitants of Peru : 

Liberty, the daughter of Heaven, is about 
to descend on your fertile regions ; under her 
shade you will occupy among the nations of the 
globe that high rank which awaits your opu-^ 
lence. The Chilean squadron, now in sight oil 
your coasts, is the precursor of the great expe* 
dition destined to establish your independence. 
The moment desired by all generous hearts ap* 
preaches. The territory of Chile, and her ad< 
jacent islands are free from the yoke of the op-^ 
pressor. Our naval forces may compete with 
those of Spain, and destroy her commerce ; in 
them you will find a firm support 

It will be an inexplicable enigma to posterity, 
that enlightened lima, far from aiding the pro* 
gress of Columbian liberty, shall endeavour to 
paralyze the generous efforts of her brothers, 
and deprive them of the enjoyment of their im* 
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{uresoriptible rights. The time is arrived for 
you to wash out the stain, and in which to re- 
venge the innumerable insults you have received 
from the hand of despotism, as the rew^trd of 
your blindness. Fix your eyes on the havoc 
occasioned by the tyrants in your delightful 
country; at the sight of them engraved in its 
depopulation, want of industry, monopoly and 
oppressioii; observe the insignificancy under 
which you have so long groaned ; fly to arms, 
and destroy in your just indignation the standard 
of that despotism which oppresses you, and you 
vi^^ then soon arrive at the summit of pros- 
perity. 

Believe not that we wish to treat you a^ a 
conquered country ; such an idea never had ex- 
iitence except in the heads of our enemies — of 
your common oppressors; we only aspire to see 
you free and he^py. You* shall establish your 
own government, selecting that which is most 
uaktgoasto your customs, situation, and in- 
dinatioa; you shall be your own legislators, 
and of course you will constitute a nation as free 
and independent as we are. 

Peruvians ! why do you he»it{ite ? Hasten 

* From the verf first piockmatioor this promise was made to the Perufians ; 
tat we skaUsooDsee how it was ftJfillad hy San Martin. 
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to break your chains ; come and sign on die 
tombs of Tupac Amaru and Pumacachua, the 
illustrious martyrs of liberty, the contract that 
must ensure your independence, and owr ever* 
lasting friendship. 

Bernardo O'Hig^ns. 

On the twenty-sixth a Spanish merchant ship, 
called la Victoria, laden with cedar planks and 
horses, from Ghiloe, was taken by the San Mar- 
tin, and on the twenty-eighth the attack was 
made on Callao, and two of the gun-boats were 
taken, after which his lordship dropped down to 
Huacho, and ordered rear admiral Blanco to 
continue in the blockade of Callao with the San 
Martin and Lantaro, and any other vessels that 
might arrive from Chile ; but Blanco, after re- 
maining a few days, raised the blockade, vA 
sailed to Valparaiso, where he was imme- 
diately placed under an arrest by the govern- 
ment until the arrival of the admiral, when he 
was tried by a court martial for a dereliction of 
duty, but acquitted. Lord Cochrane proceeded 
from Huacho to Barranca, and thence to Hu- 
armey and Huambacho, where he found a 
French brig that had received on board part of 
the money belonging to the Phillipine company. 
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and which the captain immediately delivered 
up. 

The bay of Huambacho^ about fifteen 
miles to the southward of Santa, is one of the 
most convenient on the western shores of Ame* 
rica : it is completely land-locked: the anchorage 
is capital, and the landing is very good: a 
small river of excellent water enters the bay, 
and in the valley abundance of fire-wood may 
be procured. This valley formerly belonged to 
the ex-Jesuits ; but on account of the decrease 
of water in the river at certain periods of the 
year, there not being sufficient for the ordinary 
purposes of irrigation, the government has 
never yet found a purchaser for it 

The soil is sandy, with a mixture of vege- 
table mould ; but like the generality of the lands 
cultivated in Peru it is extremely productive 
when irrigated. This is evinced at the small 
Indian hamlet of Huambacho, about two leagues 
from the sea, and it would doubtlessly be a very 
fit situation for a cotton plantation, which does 
not require so much water as the sugar-cane or 
lucem. The hills that surround the valley are 
covered with the remains of houses belong 
ing to the indians before the conquest ; great 
numbers of huacas are found here, and probably 
much treasure is buried in them. 
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Lord Cochrane, after the OHiggins and 
Galvarino had wooded and watered, proceeded 
down the coast to Paita, where having anchored, 
be sent a flag of truce on shore, by Don Andrea 
de los Reyes, a Peruvian, who embarked at hi 
Barranca, stating that the town and inhabitants 
should receive no injury, and that nothing but 
the treasures belonging to the government 
should be taken, as had already happened at 
Huaura. He requested that no resistance should 
be made, as it would be unavailmg, and only 
subject the town to the destructive effects <d 
war. The answer was, that the town and 
the lives and property of the inhabitants be- 
longed to the king, and that all should be 
sacrificed in defence of the Spanish flag. The 
same individual was sent a second time, to re^ 
quest that the military fiDrce would not expose 
the town and its inhabitants; but instead of 
receiving the message they fired on the flag, and 
opened their battery on the Galvarina. This 
insult was immediately resented ; the marines 
were landed, and soon drove the Spaniards from 
the battery and the town, which was then 
pillaged ; the artillery was embarked, and the 
fort blown up. The O'Higgins and C^varino 
went to the port of Barranca, and took some 
cattle, sugar, and rum from die fiurm of San 
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Nidiolas, belonging to Don Manuel Garcia, a 
Spaniafd. It was the constant practice of Lord 
Cochrane to quarter on the common enemy, and 
nothing was ever taken from a native by force, 
or without paying for it. Hence we proceeded 
to Callao, and thence to Valparaiso, where we 
arrived on the fifteenth of June. 

Valparaiso, situate in latitude 33* T 46" S., 

and longitude 7V 30' 66" west of Greenwich, 

is the principal port in Chile. The natives 

flatter themselves, that this name was given 

to the port by the first Spaniards who visited 

it, and that it is a syncope of Valle del 

Paraiso, valley of Paradise ; but it is equally 

possible, that the Spaniards, who had received 

exaggerated accounts of the country, comparing 

it to Paradise, on their first approaching this 

part of the coast, mi^t have exclaimed, valde 

Paraiso ! vain Paradise t which designation its 

appearance at present would better justify. The 

bay is of a semicircular form, surrounded by very 

steep hills, which rise abruptly almost from the 

edge of the water, particularly to the southward 

ud about half of the range to the eastward ; the 

other half forms a kind of recess, and the hills 

aie not so perpendicular. During the winter 

smsim tbey are covered with grass, with some 
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stunted trees and bushes, such as moUes, myr^ 
ties, espino, and maytenes ; but the soil be^ig 
a red clay, the verdure soon disappears when 
the summer sun begins to diine on them and 
the rain ceases to fall 

The principal part of the town is built be* 
tween the clifl^ and the sea, forming a row of 
houses, or rather shops; a few good houses 
stand also in a narrow street, but they cannot 
be seen from the bay, because a row of low 
houses with their backs to the sea prevent the 
prospect. The greater number of the inhabitants 
of this part of the town, called the port, to 
distinguish it from the suburbs, called the 
Almendral, reside in the ravines of San Fran- 
cisco, San Augustin and San Antonio, where 
the houses rise one above another, forming a 
species of amphitheatre; in many of them a 
person may sit in his parlour, and look over the 
roof of his neighbour's house ; at night the ap- 
pearance of this part of the town is pleasing, 
the lights being scattered about the hills in 
every direction. The Almendral, or suburbs, 
stands in a kind of recess in the hills, on a 
sandy plain, and most probably was in times 
past a part of the bay of Valparaiso; in- 
deed it is now often inundated by the spring 
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tides. Some reguhurity begins to be adopted 
here in the fiurmation of streets, and some of 
the houses are neat At the bottom of the 
AlmCTMlral there is a small rivulet. 

Valparaiso is defended by a fort on the 
south side of the harbour, one at the residence 
of the governor, €md one on the north side of the 
bay : a citadel <m the bill behind the govemor^s 
palace on an extensive scale is and vnXl perhaps 
remain unfinished. The places of worship are 
the parish church, the conventuals of San Fran- 
cisco, San Augstin, La Merced (in the Almendral) 
Santo Domingo, and the hospital chapel of San 
Julm de Dios. Some of the principal houses are 
built of stone, but the greater part are of 
adoves; all of them are covered with tiles, and 
those dii^ have an upper story have a balcony 
in front 

Since the revolution many English conve- 
mences and luxuries in dress and furniture, as 
well as improvements in the manners and cus- 
toms <tf the inhabitants, have been adopted, 
a&d almost any thing a la Inglesa meets with 



The market of Valparaiso is well supplied 
with meat, poultry, fish, bread, fruit, and ve- 
getables at very moderate prices and of good 
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qmdky. The climto icr agneabte except y^bseia 
the strong winds fMeevail. la tbe months d 
June asd July tiie winds from the nertbwMrd aore 
at times very, heawy ; cm tiuM aceount the an« 
ohorage is inaeoure, because the bay is not 
sheltered in that quarter. 

Fiooi the time of the discovery to the year 
INOthis poet. was only visited by vessels froB- 
Ltma» bringing sugar^. salt» tobaoco^ a satil. 
quantity of European mafnufoctured goods, and 
some other artadesiof minoc importance; ship* 
piig in return, wheat, charqui,. dried fruite, and 
other produce of Chile and Peru; The popular 
tionamottttted to about five thousand souls.; the 
Oommerce waa in; dw: hands of four or five mep^ 
chsAta» Spaniards^, and the aanuttlduties «t tiie 
cmtodohhoiise amounted ^o about twenty^Ave 
thousand dollars. After the victory obtained^ 
by the Chileans at Chaoabuco almost two- 
thirds of tiie pQ|nilation of Valparaiso abandoned 
theis homes* or were fbicedon board Spanish 
vemels and taken to Peru, and the town wa» 
nearly depopulated; but since the revolutien it^ 
has been constantly increasing in sixe^ popul^^ 
tiottk and riches, la IB2SL it oouaincpd about 
fifteen, thousand. SQuhr» three thousand of whom' 
were foreigners. From >lfil7 to 1822^ upwards 
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of two hmidred houses were bttiH ; at tke ktter 
date there were thirty-one established wholesale 
merchants, besides an incalculable increase of 
retail dealers : there were sdso twenty-six inns, 
cofiee-houses, &c. Besides the vessels of war 
belonging to the state, forty-one traders bear 
the national flag ; and the bay, formerly empty 
tttore than half the year, contains on an average 
fifty foreign vessels either of war or commerce 
during the whole year. 

Hie hospital of San Juan de Dios has been 
transferred from the centre of the town to the 
«tiburbs, and a Lancasterian school is es>- 
tablished in the old building. 

A general cemetery for catholics is building 
by subscription, and upwards of two thousand 
dollars have been collected Cm* another for the 
dissenters. As a proof of the increase of trade 
and speculation, a ddly post is established 
between the port and the capital. 

DOLLARS. 

The receipts at the custom-house in 
1809, Chile being then a Spanish 
colony, were 26738} 

Do. in 1821, being a free port . . 464387| 
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Number of vessels that entered and left 

Valparaiso in 1809, all Spanish. . . 13 

Do. that entered and cleared out in 1821 • 142 

That is : — ^Vessels of war ... 21 

of commerce 121 

It is quite unnecessary, to dwell on the ad- 
vantages of commerce to any nation ; but here 
the result is peculiarly apparent, not only 
among the higher and middle classes, but among 
the lowest : the peasant who at the time of my 
residence in Chile, 1803, if possessed of a 
dollar, would bore a hole through it, and hang 
it to his rosary — the same peasant can now 
jingle his doubloons in his pocket. Those who 
in ] 803 wore only the coarsest clothing, of their 
own manufacture^ are now dressed in European 
linens, cottons, and woollens ; those who were 
ashamed to present themselves to a stranger or 
who dared not even speak to a master, now 
present themselves with confidence, as if con- 
scious oif the importance of their civil liberty ; 
they boast too of Christian patriotism, genero- 
sity, and valour. The monopolizing Spanish 
merchants who purchased the wheat and other 
produce before it was ready for market at al« 
most any price, especially if the owner were 
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necemitated, or who leat the former money, to 
be paid ia produce at his own price — such 
merchants have disappeared, and a regular 
market is substituted, where the natives of 
every class enjoy an opportunity of speculating 
and of reaping the advantages of experience. 
Labourers of every class have a choice of work 
and of masters, and this secures to them a just 
remuneration for their labour. The higher and 
middling classes now know their importance as 
citizens of a free and independent country, in 
tiie prosperity of which they are interested, be- 
cause they are aware, that with it their personal 
prosperity is connected; they can express 
and discuss their political opinions, and in short, 
from the lowest order of colonial vassals they 
have become the subjects of an elective govern- 
ment and citizens of the world. 

The road from Valparaiso to the capital, 
Santiago,, crosses the first range of mountains 
at the northern extremity of the Almendral, and 
after passing over very uneven ground for about 
five leagues, a dismal Iboking plain presents 
itself; the grass is entirely parched in summer, 
and in winter the water forms itself into several 
•mall lakes or swamps; and scarcely a tree is 
to be seen in the vicinity. A small number of 
homed cattle is fed, but the prospect is cold 
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Mid dreary. After croamig this plttn move un- 
even ground prcaeots itoelC but being covterdl 
with grass, brushwood, and trees^ fonuBg 
seversd smsdl ravines, quebradas, with a few 
cottages straggling in different directaons, ibst 
country afipears beautifuUy romantic. 

The plain of Casa BJanca next praaanka it- 
self, baring the town of the same nanw nearif 
in the ocfitre.^ The plain is pcffsctly lerel» 
about two leagues brcuid, and two and a lialf 
bng; it has the appeancnce (rfharingbeen at 
some leniote period a laige lake, but as the 
race of Pramancian Indians, who ii^bited thb 
pert cf ibB conntry before the conquest, bap 
become extinct, all oral traditions have been 
extingntshed with them. The soil is a laad 
clay, scantily coviered wkh grass, and the only 
trees are a considerable number of espinoA 
Hie town contains about twothounnd inha- 
faitants, who are generally employed in the cul<- 
tiration of die surroanding fieains. Hairing 
dept here I proceeded on the following ijiay to 
BustumntOt passing the cuesta dePrado, and the 
somlU town and riier of GurucaT^. Some parts of 
the road are remaikably picturesque ; in tfieta^ 
vines or valleys die Tiew of the mountain scenery 

*Tki8 toimwaf conplettlj daftrojed bj tlie «rthq^iak« in 18SS. 
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mgnoA; fromtkenountainatfae prospect of die 
ravines and T«ileys^ as well as the diBtanit; view 
of te snow^topped Andes^ is magnificent. The 
mjrrtle^ of three or four vaarietias^ the different 
species of cactaa, tiie aerayan^ tbe peiimasv the 
Mdos^ and the b«»tifuUy ^drooping Mayteil^ 
adbnr die sides* of the raTine% offiodng a sbada 
awl rich pastore, oa which a consideraMe vmu- ' 
beref homed catde^ faforses, and aialesy meaeem 
feeding; 

B<istamante is a posfc house, wfa»e travetttra 
oAeii: pass a night when on thieir jbumej t9 
Qv from- tbe capitiEd; the accommodations aw 
indifferent, but a few years ago nothing of d>e^ 
kind existed : it must therefore be considered 
an improvement After leaving Bustamante 
the road gradually ascends, and at the dis- 
tance of about a league from the house the 
cuesta de Zapata commences. From the top of 
this eminence the view of the Andes is most 
enchanting; the snow-covered mountains rise 
majestically, one range behind another, until 
their summits are lost in the clouds, or, when 
the sky is clear, till they are most exactly de- 
fined in the azure vault of heaVen. When 
nearly at the foot of the cuesta, the city of San- 
tiago, the capital of Chile, makes its appearance ; 
it is situated in a large plain, having a small 
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rocky mountain, called Santa Luciai almost in 
the centre of which is a small battery. 

The excellent road from Valparaiso to San* 
tiago was made by the order and under the di-* 
rection of Don Ambrose Higgins, when presi* 
dent of Chile. Before the formation of this 
road all goods were carried to and from the 
capital or the port on the backs of mules, but 
the greater part is now conveyed in heavy carts, 
carretas, drawn by two or three yokes of oxen. 
A coach was established in 1820 by Mr. Moss, 
a North American; it went from Valparaiso 
to Santiago, and returned twice a week. The 
distance is thirty leagues. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

SMilMgo...^Po«idition.^...DeMriplm of th« Citj.,**-C<Mrtn8t bttWMo tht 

Society here and at Lima. Stale of Chile Manners and CastoBs 

Retolotioa ...Carrera8......0*Higgin8 Defint at Rancagoa...... 

CUieana tmw tiM Cordillera..... JketioB of ChaflBbaoo......Of Maypa...— 

Death of Don Joan Jose, and Don Lois Cairera. Murder of Colonel 

Rodrigiies...l..Komiation of a NaTal Force Death of Spanidi Prisoners 

at San Lais.....J^aval Ezpeditisa ander l..ovdCQdnaae......VyiBra of tlto 

AttadL on Callao. Attack at Pisco Death of Uentsoant^Colonel 

CharieB......Captnfe^ Vessels at Goayaqoil Squadron retnms toChihsb 

Santiago, the capital of Chile, Mras founded oa 
the 24th February, 1541, by the Spanish con- 
queror Pedro de Valdivia. Its situation is in an 
extensive valley called de Mapocho, bounded 
on the east by the Cordillera, on the west by 
the hills or mountains de Prado and Poanque, 
on the north by the small river of Colina, and on 
the south by the river Mapocho, or Topocalma, 
which passes the city on one side, and feeds 
many o^e^ui^, small canals for irrigation; it 
also supplies the city with water. 

About the year 1450 Chile was invaded by 
the prince afterwards the Inca Sinchiroca^ who, 
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more by persuasion than by force, possessed 
himself of this valley; it was called at that 
time; Promocaces, the place of daocing, or mer- 
riment. The Peruvian government was not es- 
tablished here on the first arrival of the Spa- 
niards, owing perhaps to the opposition made 
by the Promaucians, who resided between the 
rivers Rapel and Maule, and whom they never 
subdued ; thus, although Crarcilaso de la Vega 
Inca places the boundary of the territory 
governed by the Incas on the river Maule, it is 
more probable that it was on the Rapel, for 
near the union of the Cachapoal virith the 
Tinguiririca, taking the name of Kapel, there 
are some ruins of a Peruvian fortress, built in 
the same manner as those of Callo and Asuay, 
in the province of Quito ; these s^parently mark 
die frontier, and especially as none are found 
more to the southward. 

Santiago is divided into squares or quadraSf 
containing in the whole, if we include the 
suburbs, about a hundred and fifty, which are 
marked out by the streets ; but many are in- 
complete, wanting bouses to finish the bounda- 
ries. The principal public btrildings are the 
mint, the palace of tiie supreme director, and 
the cathedral, which, like that of Conception, 
is in an unfinished state. The mint is a very 
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bi^Mine e^Kfioe, vieing in elegance with any 
other in South America, and equal to many of 
considerable note in Europe. It was built by 
Don Francisco Huidobro, at the expense of 
nearly a million of dollars : he presented it to 
the king, and in return received the title of 
Marquis of Casa Real ; but this and all other 
titles are declared extinct by the indepoident 
government The palace of the supreme direc- 
tor is incomplete ; the right wing, which should 
correspond with the left, is entirely wanting. 
In it are the different offices belonging to the 
government, and also the public gaoL The 
unfinished state of the cathedral is likely to 
continue ; for large funds are wanting to finish 
so extensive a building. 

The bridge across the Mapocho is a hand- 
some structure of brick and stone. The tigamar, 
breakwater, serves to preserve the city from 
being inundated by the river when the waters 
increase, either by heavy rains in the CordiUera, 
or the melting of the snows in the summ^, ak 
which time this streMi, though at other times 
insignificant, becomes a rapid torrent Here is 
a public promenade, like the Alamedas at lima, 
having a double row of Lombard poplars oti 
each side, forming a shady walk for foot passen- 
gers, while the middle -one serves for carriages 
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and horses. The tajamar is formed of two walbi 
of brick-work, and the interior is filled with 
earth ; a very agreeable promenade is made 
on the top, having several flights of steps to 
ascend it ; some seats are also placed in the 
parapet which fronts the river ; the whole being 
two miles long. The snow^covered Andes 
are about twenty leagues from the city, yet 
they seem to overhang it, and the view of them 
from the tajan^ar is very majestic. 

Santiago is divided into four parishes ; San 
Pablo, Santa Ana^ San Istdro, and San Fran- 
cisco de Borja. It has three Franciscan con- 
vents, two of the Dominicans, one of San Au- 
gustin, and two of La Merced : those belonging 
to the Jesuits were five. Here are seven nun- 
neries, two of Santa Clara, two of Carmelites, 
.01^ of Capuchins, one of Dominicans, and one 
of Augustinians; a house for recluse w<mien 
called el Beaterio, and a foundling hospital. 

Santiago was made a city by the king of 
Spain in 1552, with the title of very noble and 
very loyal;. its arms are a shield in a white 
ground, in the centre a lion rampant holding a 
.sword in his paw, and orle eight scallops. Or. 
It was erected into a bishopric by Paul IV. ia, 
1561. It was the residence of the President, 
and Captain-General of the kingdom of Chile, 
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tmd counts fifty gOveAiors from Pec|to de Val- 
divia, the first, to Don Casimiro Marc6 del Pont, 
the last; also tweiity-three bishops, frcun Don 
Rodrigo Gonsales Marmolijo to the present Don 
Manuel Rodriguez. Here was also a tribunal 
of royal audience, one of accompts, a consulate, 
or board of trade, treasury, and.commissariate 
of bulls. The whole of the territory extends 
from the desert of Atacama to the confines of 
Arauco, and was subje^ to the aboye^mentioned 
authorities from the foundation of the govern* 
ment in 1541 to the beginning of the fortunate 
revolution in 1810. 

The contrast between the si^ciety which I 
had just quitted in the capital of Peru and that 
which I here found in the capital of Chile was of 
the most striking kind. The former, oppressed 
by proud mandataries, imperious chiefs, and 
insolent soldiers, had been long labouring un* 
der all the distressing effeicts of espioni^, the 
greatest enemy to the charms of every society : 
the overbearing haughty Spaniards, either with 
taunts or sneers, harrowing the very souls, of* 
the Am^cans, who suspected their oldest 
friends and even their nearest relations. In 
this manner they were forced to drain the cup 
of bittemesss to the last dregs, without daring 
by participation or condolence to render it less 
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unpalatable; except indeed they could find 
an Englishman, and to him they would unbosom 
their inmost thoughts, believing that every 
Briton feels as much interest in forwarding the 
liberty of his neighbour, as he does in pre- 
serving his^ own. In Lima the tertulias^ or 
chit-chat parties, and even the gaity of Hie 
public promenades, had almost disappeared, 
and quando se acabard e9to ? when will this end ! 
was the constantly repeated ejaculation. In 
Santiago every scene was reversed ; mirth and 
gmty presided at the pauos, confidence and 
frankness at the daily tertulias; Englishmen 
here had evinced their love of universal liberty, 
and were highly esteemed ; friendship and eon- 
viviality seemed to reign triumphant, and 1^ 
seeority of the country, being the fruits of the 
labour of its children, was considered by each 
separate individual as appertaining to himsdf ; 
liis satitimentson its past efforts, present safety, 
and future prosperity were delivered vrith un- 
controlled freedom, while the supreme magis- 
trate, the military chief, the soldier, and the 
peasant hailed each other as countrymen, and 
only acknowledged a master in their duty, or 
eke law. 

Another prominent feature in Chile is the 
state of her commerce, entirely formed aince 
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the revtJutioii ; it has rendered her not only 
independent of Spain, but of Peru also. For- 
merly the fruits and produce of this fertile 
region of the new world were entirely indebted 
to Peru for a market ; but with the spirit of 
freedom tiiat of speculation arose, and markets 
and returns were found in countries, of whose 
existence ten years ago (1819) even the spe* 
culators themselves were ignorant. Several 
of these provinces were c(Miceived to be so sttu-^ 
ated, that no one attempted to visit them, judg- 
ing that such a journey would be attended with 
almost insurmountable difficulties; dangers as 
great as the majority of the inhabitants of Eu- 
rope supposed were to be encountered by a 
visit to the coasts of Peru. 

The manners and customs of the inhabitants 
of Santiago are now very diffident from those of 
Conception in 1803, which was at that time 
nearly as affluent as the cs^tal ; the estrado 
is almost exploded; the ladies are accus- 
tomed to sit on chairs; the low tables are 
superseded by those of a regular height, those 
on which the family, who at that period crossed 
their legs like turks or tailors, sat on a piece 
of carpet, are now abolished ; formerly dl ate 
out of the same dish, but now they sit at 
table in the same manner as the English, tod 
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their meals are served up with regularity and 
neatness. The discordant jarring of the old half 
Btrung guitar has given place to the piano, and 
the tasteless dance of the country to the taste- 
ful country-dance. In many respects, indeed, 
the Chileans here appear half converted into 
English, as well in their dress as in their di-^ 
versions and manners. 

The following brief statement of the revolu- 
tion in Chile, extracted from official documents, 
and faithful reports, will I flatter myself be found 
interesting to all classes — its details, however, 
must necessarily be confined within short limits. 
One of the peculiar features in all the South 
American revolutions was the accomplidiment 
of the principal object, which consisted in de- 
posing the constituted authorities without blood- 
shed. This was the case at Caraoas, Santa F^ 
de Bogoti, Quito, Buenos Ayres and Chile ; and 
at a later period at Guayaquil, Truxillo, Tarma, 
and even at Lima ; for the Spanish forces quitted 
the city, and the Chilean entered without the 
occurrence of a skirmish either in the capital or 
its vicinity. 

The same causes which operated in Vene- 
zuela and Quito, and have been already stated, 
were felt ia Chile, and produced similar effects. 
On the 18th July, 1810, the president Carrasco 
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was deposed; by the native inhabitants^ under 
the plea of his incapacity of preserving this part 
of the Spanii^ dominions for Ferdinand, when 
he should be freed from his captivity^ and a 
junta which was formed of the Gabildo tocdc 
upon itself to govern according to the old sys* 
tern,, but with the secret intention of following 
the course and example of Buenos Ayres in 
deelaring her independence. In 1811 Don 
Juan Jose Carrera, the son of Don Ignacio 
Carrera of Chile (who had been sent to Europe^ 
and in the continental war had attained the 
rank of a Ikutenant-colooiel and commandant of 
a regiment of hussars) crossed the Atlantic 
to succour his native country, which he waa 
considered by his friends as the only person 
capable of saving from the impending ruin 
which threatened it from the result of the stepa 
taken ; and he was in consequence nconinated 
by the junta supreme president of the congress 
which was convened^ besides which he was ap* 
pointed general in chief of the army about to be 
foormed* The first step which Carrera took was 
to establish a defensive army, which he imme- 
diately began to recruit and discipline, choosing 
' his officers from among the most zealous friends 
of liberty. He constituted himself colonel of 

the national guards, appointed his elder brother, 
yoL. III. 2 A 
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Don JoM Miguel, cdonel of greaadier8« snd hni 
younger, Don Luis, colonel and commandant of 
artillery. At this time the prineipil military 
force of Chile was at Ck>no^tion; indeed the 
whole of the force, excepting two companies, 
which had always been on duty in the capital, 
and about fifty stationed as a garrison at Valpa- 
raiso, was employed on the firontiers of Arauoa 
On hearing of what had taken place in the capi- 
tal, the troops at ConceptioQ declared them* 
selves in fevour of the cause of liberty. The 
inhabitants of Conception pretended that thdr 
city was better calculated to be the seat of 
goremment than Santiago ; and as the troops 
were pf incipally composed of Pencones, natives 
of die place, they were persuaded to join in 
the request, which occasioned some difficulties 
to Carrera, and it was feared that this untimdy 
pretension would be the cause of a civil war ; 
but it was finally adjusted that, for a specified 
time, the troops of Conception should remain to 
the southward. of the river Maule, and those of 
Santiago to the northward* Thi§ gave Carrera 
an opportunity to gain over the troops, which he 
did by sending emissaries to Conception, when 
a general reconciliation took place, and the* 
whole of the troops were jdaced under the com* 
mand of Don Juan Jose Carrenu 
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: Hie IBpftoisll troops from Lima, Coqtiimbo 
tad Chitoe, uQder the command of Gobnel 
Gainaa, began hoatilities in the south of Chile; 
various actions and skirmtriies occurred be* 
tween them and the undisciplined Chileans, die 
result being farourable to the latter. In IS1% 
Don Bernardo O^Higgins (then a captain of 
mMitia) joined Garrera, who bestowed on him 
the rank of Ueutenant-colonel of the line, and 
shortly afterwards raised him to that of brigadier 
general, for the important services he rendered 
with -the Guerilla parties. 

In 1813, the three Garreras, with a comide^ 
raUe number of their officers, were retaken pri^ 
Sonera by the Spaniards, and conftned at Talcal 
The command of thq army devolved on (VHig*- 
gins» he being the senior officer. He availed 
htmself of this opportunity, assumed the civil 
power, caused . himself to be proclaimed presi* 
dent» and appointed a sufa«titnte in the capital 
to govern during his absence. The Carreras 
being possessed of money bribed the soldiers 
at Tidca and made their escape. (yHiggins 
instantly offered a reward for their apprehen^ 
moo. The three Carreras immediately set off 

to Santiago, disguked as peasants, and made 
fthesMielves known to some friends; Don Luis 
apprehended and imprisoned; Don Juan 
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Jose went in his disguise to the nttSXL&jlynT^ 
racks, and baring entered, discovered himself 
to the officers and soldiers, who welcomed.his 
arrival, and promised to support him; inconse- 
quence of which he marched with the soldiers 
to the plasa, and liberated his brother Lnis* 
The citizens promptly reinstated the Carre^ 
xas, and the news being convejred to O'Hig- 
gins, he marched his army towards the capital, 
leaving the enemy to avail himself of the >civU 
discords of the Chileans. Oarrera proposed to 
unite their respective forces, proceed igainBt 
the common enemy, and leave their private 
quarrels to be decided by the fortune of war, or 
by the suffrages of the people. To these pro* 
pdtals O'Higgins objected, and the two generals 
prepared for action. Carrera chose the plain erf 
Maypu, when O'Higgins soon began dieattad:, 
Jmd was repulsed ; the peasantry, mider the 
command of Carrera, although victorious, called 
jon their countrymen to desist, not to fly, but to 
surrender to their first and best chief; this they 
<did, were generously received, and forgiven* 
O'Higgins and his principal officers were Bttde 
prisoners. They all expected that their ofifended 
general would bring them to judgment as trai« 
tors ; but they were pardoned, restored to thenr 
ibrmer situations in the army, and O'Higgins 
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-was reinstated in the comEaand of the van-guard, 
and received orders to march towards Kan- 
•cagoa, where Carrera soon afterwards repaired 
-with the remainder of the army. The Spaniards 
profited by the dissentions of the patriot chiefsi 
irecruited and disciphned more troops, and in- 
vested the town of Rancagua on the first of 
October, 1814. Ciurrera and hU troops de- 
fended themselves here forty-eight hours, and 
when their ammmiition was expended and they 
were obliged to evacuate the place, they cut 
tiieir vray through the ranks of the Spanish 
soldiery sword in hand. General Carrera and 
his two brothers, O'Higgins, Benevente, the 
unfortunate Rodrigues, and several of the more 
wealthy citizens, crossed the Cordillera, leaving 
<^^eral Osorio in possession of the whole of 
Chile. 

The Spanish regime being thus re-^established 
in Chile, the different functionaries who had 
been deposed resumed their offices, and a new 
tribunal called de la purification was established^ 
through which ordeal all those natives who 
wished to be considered as loyal subjects to 
Spain had to pass. It was composed of Span-* 
iards, principally offiK^rs, having the celebrated 
Major San Bruno as president. Nothing can 
4)e imagined more arbitrary than the conduct 
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of this tribunal; its aaramed duties were 
to examine the proceedings of the inhabitants^ 
and, independently of any established laws or 
set forms, to sentence or acquit . The prisons 
were filled with the objects of persecution, 
the places of exile were crowded witb the 
victims oi this political inquisition, and Cfaiie 
groaned under the unwise administration of 
Os0rio« This tyrannical general and Marc6, 
instead of pursuing conciliatory measures^ 
which would have attached the mal*contttits 
to their party, adopted every kind of perse* 
cution, and cultivated distrust; until enmity^ 
which ripened in secret, at the first favourable 
opportunity produced conspiracies and all the 
fetal effects of revenge. 

(General Carrera pursued his route to Buenos 
Ayres, where he embarked fi)r the United 
States to solicit assistance; while 0*Higgins, 
Rodrigues, Mc Kenny, and Calderon began to 
recruit and discipline a new army for the res^e* 
cnpationof Chile: the command of the army 
was given to San Martin ; it crossed the Cordili 
lera, and the battle of Chacabuco was fought 
on the twelfth of February, 1817, the result of 
which has already been stated. On the arrival 
of the patriot troops in Santii^ an elective 
government was formed^ ctf which General Sat 
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Maititt was' nottiiiated the supiema cUrecfaHT) 
bnt he declined the offer^ and recommended 
his friend, Greneral O'Higgins, to fill the place. 

The refusal of San Martin to accept the 
first and highest post of hcmoinr in Chile was 
misunderstood at the time; it was construed 
into a deference to the saperior abilities of 
O'Higgins, and to modesty on the part of the 
hero of Chacabuco; whereas some who knew 
him better were persuaded, that he intended to 
govern the government, and to make it subser-* 
vient to his own purposes. Besides, a wider 
field for the amlntion of San Martin now pre-* 
sented itself. He began to look forward to 
Peru, which afterwards became the theatre of- 
his warlike virtues. 

The Spaniards kept possession of Talcahu- 
ano, as well as the southern provinces, and 
received supplies from Peru, principally cbm^* 
posed of the regiment of Burgos, one of the 
finest bodies of troops ever sent from Spain. 
General Osorio again took the command of the 
army, and marched towards the capital, while 
the patriots mustered all their forces to oppose 
him. The Spanish force was composed of about 
five thousand regulars, and it gained several 
advantages, particularly one at Ganchara3rada, 
where they surprised the Chilean army in the 
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ni§^t, and completely dispersed it; and had 
Osorio continued his march^ he might have 
entered the capital without any opposition ; but 
he remained at Talca, and allowed the patriots 
to collect their scattered forces. This they wepe 
not slow in performing, for on the fifth of April 
they presented themselves on the plain of May- 
pu about seven thousand strong, including the 
militia; indeed very few of them could be 
called veterans, except in their fidelity to the 
cause of their country. O'Higgins having been 
severely wounded in his right arm at Cancha- 
rayada, could not take the field, but remained 
in his palace at Santiago. San Martin and 
Las Heras commanded the patriots, and Osorio 
the royalists on this memorable day, which 
sealed the fate of Chile. The conflict was ob- 
stinate and sanguinary during the greater part 
of the day ; in the afternoon fortune appeared to 
favour the Chileans, when lieutenant-col<mel 
O^rian observed, that the regiment of Burgos 
were endeavouring to form themselves into a 
solid square; he immediately rode up to (xeneral 
San Martin; and begged him to charge at 
the head of the cavalry and prevent the com* 
pletion of this manceuvre, stating^ that if it 
were effected nothing could prevent their 
marching to the capital. San Martin, instead of 
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i^hargiBg at the head of the cavalry, ordered 
O'BrSmi to charge, which he did, and completely 
touted the Spaniards, and gave the victory to 
the patriots. Osorio on observing the fate of 
the regiment of Burgos fled with a few officers 
and part of his body-guard* When O'Brian 
returned to the commander in chief and re- 
ported to him the news of the victory, he was 
answered by a bottle of rum being offered ta 
him by the hero of Maypu, accompanied with 
diis familiar expression, tama I take hold ! 

Of the five thousand men commanded by 
Osorio two thousand fell on the field, and two 
thousand five hundred were made ]^soners, 
with one hundred and ninety-three officers, who 
were immediately sent across the Cordillera to 
the Punta de San Luis and Las Bruscas ; Ge- 
neral Osorio, with about two hundred follow- 
ers, escaped from the field of action and fled ta 
Conception. 

This victory over the Spaniards gave to the 
Chileans that complete independence for which 
lliey had been struggling ever since 1810 ; but 
the glory of the achievement was tarnished by 
^hat took place as well at Mendosa on the east 
iride of the Cordillera as at QuiUota on the 
Irest. On the tetum of General Carrera from 
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Ae United States » bring^uig yntix him «j9?earil 
officers and some supplies of arms, for the 
parpose of equipping an expedition for tb^ 
Kberation of his country, he found, on his arrivai 
at Buenos Ayits, thai his two tnothem wtam 
ant their parole of honour in this^ty, and were 
not allowed to return home nor to join the army^ 
This proceeding astounded Carrera, hut he had 
scarcely time to inquire i&to what had taken 
place, when he was himself arrested and placed 
on board a gun brig belo^ging to Buenos Ayres ; 
a;t whiph time bis two brothers, fearipg the same 
fttA» fled. Pen hvd^ on the nineteenth of July* 
l$17, and Dffm Jose Miguel, on.the eighth of Aiirr 
gusfr : on the seventeenth they wei;e s^pprehend** 
ed near Mendosa» and thrown into prison^ 
when Uiey were in hopes of havii]^ been able to* 
ciosa the^ Cordillera and ^gain to serve their. 
Qwntry. 

It appears that Don Jose Miguel Carrera^ 
when at Bio Janf$i|rohad obtained a copy of the 
negociatioh. which had been carried on in. 
France by Dpn Ajitonio Alvarea Jont^, the 
^gent of the supreme director pf Buenos Aynth 
Pueyrredon, for the purpose of establishing a 
monarchy in this place, and of giving die 
throve to Charles Louis Prince of laicca, the 
son of Don Louis of Bourbon, heir apparent to 
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(be Dukedom of F^arma, and Dona Maria Louisa 
^ Bomlxmf daughtet to Charles lY. of Spaio^ 
^dt^rwards called the king and queen of Etruria; 
The possession of these documentSi and a know-* 
ledge of all that bad transpired, rendered Car-- 
f era an unwelcome visitor at Buenos Ayres, and 
& suspicious ch&racter to Pueyrredon, who^ to 
proTide for his own safety, determined on the 
destrtictioti of this inditiduali but he escaped 
from the brig and fled to Monte Video. 

Don Jose Miguel and Don Luis were equally 
dangerous opponents to the vices of San Marttny 
wbo on hearing of their being arrested settt over 
bis arch-secretary Don demardo Monteagudo td 
brkig them to their trial ; and as it was neMi-* 
sary to forge some ostensible motive for their 
execution, as that of having disobeyed the or-^ 
ders of a government to which they had <iever 
promised fealty could not be accounted suf^ 
icient, Don Juan Jose was accused of hav-' 
tng murdered the son of ttie postmaster of 
San Jose in the year 1814, of which act, how- 
ever, Monteagudo himself says, m his Ejptracto 
dt la Causa seguUa contra h$ Carreras^ p. 7, 
^ lAthough from l^e nature of the circumstances 
the^ murder could not be proved by evidence, 
Vfet the whole of the procured evidence wai 
dtich, that the probability of the aggression was 
in the last degree approaching to a certainty.'' 
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A^ this accttsation did not iiliclude D(m,Liii» 
suiother plan; was laid that should iqculpojbe. the 
two brothers. Someof the soldiers then on duty^ 
at Mendosa were directed to propose to the 
prisoners the means of escaping, to which they 
acceded, and on the 25th of February, 1818,, 
Pedro Antonio Olmos informed the governor o^ 
Mendosa that Don Juan Jose and Don Luifr 
Carrera had formed a plan to escape from pri-. 
son on the following night, and brought in Man* 
muel Solis to support the information. This put 
the machine in motion, and five other soldiers 
were adduced as evidence against the unfor- 
tunate brothers* On the 10th of March the 
examinations clpsed, on the 1 1th, they were re- 
quested to appoint their counsel, and on the 4th; 
of Apiil the Fiscal solicited the sentence oC 
death; on the 8th the solicitation was approved, 
of, as being according to law, by Miguel Joser 
Galigniana and Bernardo Monteagudo, to which 
was subjoined the following order : '^ let the sen-; 
tence be executed — Don Juan Jose and Don Luis. 
Carrera are to be shot this afternoon at five 
o'clock." (Signed) ToribiodeLusuriaga. Tlietwo, 
unhappy brothers heard their sentence at three 
o'clock in the afternoon, and they were slapghn 
tered at six. 'they left the dungeon arm in.ai^, 
walked to the place of execution, and having 
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timbraced each other, rat themselves down on 
a bendi, and ordering the soldiers to fire, 
they again embraced each oAer in death* 
The conduct of General San Martin in this 
affiur may perhaps be defended by his friends 
and partisans; but the prevalent belief is^ 
that on finding a considerable party in Chile in 
fiivour of the Carreras, he was determined on 
th^r destruction, and that the order for the exe*- 
coticm of Don Juan Jose and Don Luis wa» 
sent by him to Lusuriaga the governor. Nothing 
however can- be conceived more brutal than 
what occurred at Santiago after the execution of 
the two brothers. San Martin sent to their un-** 
ha^py father an account of the expenses incur-^ 
red on their trial and execution, with an order. 
lor immediate payment, or that the father should 
be committed to prison. The venerable old man> 
defrayed the bloody charge, and two days after*^ 
wards he expired, the victim of malice and of 
persecution. I was at Santiago at the period^ 
and followed the corpse to the grave. 

At the same time that this tragedy was per^ 
formed on the eastern »de of the Cordillera, 
another, which for its midnight atrocity exceeda 
even the fabulouslegends of cold-blooded cruelty, 
was performed by the same manager on. the 
western side: an act that would curdk the 
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milk of sympathy into a clotted maas of 
Do& Manuel Rodriguea obtained the rank ot 
colonel in the service of his country ; he croaaed 
the Cordillera after the defeat of Uie patriots aC 
Rancagua, remained with O'Higgins, and bm^ 
sisted to discipline the army commanded by^ 
San Martin; the battle of Ohacabuco addad 
honour and glory to his name, and the field of 
Maypu crowned him with laurels. His o6ndn<st 
aa a sddier and his manners as a gentlema* 
had endeared him to all who knew )iim ; bot 
the record of his virtitea was the instrument el 
his destruction; the jeafeusy oi San Martift 
could not brook a rival in those ghurtes whicii 
he ocmsidered exdnsively his owui. and that thii 
popidarity of Rodriguea might withdrttW for oner 
Aomeat the attention of a single individual 
fimm cimtemplatmg the greatness of the heso el 
Maypu. Rodr^^ues was apprebended;^ and seat 
to QuiUota^ where after be had remained a few 
days». San Martin sent a corporal and two msi^ 
diers, with an order for Rodrigoea to be deU*^ 
veted up to them; he was- eendueted alopg the 
coad. leading to the capital, and not pernntted 
to ctop^ at night at a house whkh the^ passed^ 
and wheie he requested tbey would allow hiw^ 
te rest. The moaning <faiwned on Ike everlastini^ 
resting place of thia gallant C!bile«kH-he waa^ 
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Miirddnd at mtdsigfat by hit raAm gusad^ Md 
buried at a abort diatasce from the high to&iL 
Inqairies were afterwuds made by the relatiirea 
of BftiBigae%biit no salas&ctory accooDts eeuld 
be obtained at head-qnartera ; the soldiers wl^o 
upere the only persona capable of giving mioit* 
aM^mi wcaie not to be found; thia waa easily 
acooiiBted for ; General San Martin had sent 
tbam to the Pnnta de SanLuis^ to be takes 
€ace of by his confidant Dnpuy, who was at thia 
time under training for another nsene of bloedh 
abed» aMre horriUe, if possiUe, than the past 

After the expnlsion of tibus Spaniuds, thsr 
fiipreme dimctor^ 0'Higgins» knowing the im^ 
portaaee of a naval force» whiioh might jntitect 
ikm Amew <if Chile and ita commercial interesta 
against the Spanish vessds of war, applied 
himself seriously to die.ac^piisition not only o( 
veasds but of offieers airi orews. The two 
SaatriodiBmen, the Cumberland and the Windr* 
hao^ afterwarda tbe San Martin and the Lau^' 
tanov werepuidiased; du Ghacabuco and the 
Paejrenedoa were equipped; theiialvarinowia 
poidbaaad, and the Maria Isabd waa talien. 
But aftec aU this the posaeasion of vesada^ 
wenld han^ been attended only widi eiEpenaer 
had net the good fcnrtm^ of South America been; 
aapported by the devoted aervicea of Lord 
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GochraQe, to ^ whom, the wefltemjihores of liio 
new world owe their emancipataon, and Eiig^ 
land the commerce of this quarter of the glbbe» 

O'Higgins being desirous of lightening the 
burden -of the administration which had been 
eonMed to him, nominated five individuals a» 
•msulting senators ; but he unwarily gfanted 
to them sueh powers as made them indepaideQt 
ef his own authority, and consequently rea- 
dered himself subservient to their determina^ 
tions. This caused innumerable delays in the 
despatch of business, and prevented that secresy 
which is often indispemably necessary in the 
afiairs of state ; indeed these two defects of 
tardiness and publicity were often visible in 
Ciufe, &r by such delays the enemy was in- 
fMrmed of the designs of the govemm^it, and 
jpvepared to thwart their execution. 

After the squadron had sailed from Valpar 
raiso on the fifteenth of January, 1SI9, under 
the cOTdmand of Lord Cochrane, the wlmle- 
attentioD of the Chileans was eng^rossed with 
the expectation of decisive victories whidi were 
to be obtained over the Spaniards in Peru ; diey 
Mt themselves secure under the protection <^ 
tliefleet^and congratulated each odier on having^ 
now transferred the theatre of ¥rar from their 
own country to that of their enemy; but a new 
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SM&e of horror presented itself, sufficieiit not 
only to ^astonish the inhabitants of this part of 
the iiew world, but to call down on the head 
of its Author iduversal execration. The following 
extract is from the ministerial gazette of San- 
tiago of the fifth of March, 1819 :^ 

** On the eighth of February last, between 
eight and nine o'clock in the morning, my orderly 
infermed me that some of the Spanish officers 
confined here wished to see me. I ordered 
Inmto allow them to enter ; I was at this time 
conversing with the sUigeon Don Jose Maria 
Gomes and my secretary Don Jose Manuel 
Riveros. OoloAel Morgado, Iieufeiiant*Colonel 
Maria, and Captain Carretero entered ; Carre^ 
tero sat himself down on my left hand, and 
after a few compliments, he drew from his 
bi^st a poignard, ahd struck at me with it, but 
I fertuniitely parried the blow. Carretero ex- 
claimed at the same time, ^' these are your last 
moments, you villain, America is liost, but you 
shall not escape 1'' I. drew back to defend my- 
self against Colonel Morgado, who attempted a 
second blow, at which time General Ordones, 
Colonel PrinM, and Lieutenant Bui^illo en- 
t^ed; Gomes, the surgeon, immediatdy left 
the room, calling fbr assistance, and my secre- 
tary Riveros aideavoured to do the same, but 
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irai l^wnnited by Butfgi:^. ¥w a cMiddw^ 
aUe tune I had to d efa a d my tei^ agtiimt ^ iiz 
aMMsiUi wha began to desiot on beaiteg tiie 
ibootsof the people Hmt earrooiMled tbe h&mt, 
and were asiag every effnrtiee&terk; I re- 
quested they would aUow aie to go out afid 
quiet tbe populace^ to which they ooDsbhted : 
but tbe BMiueDt I opened the door leirfing fh)m 
Ibe patio to thp piaea^ the people rushed iu^ and 
pot the whole of them to death, estcept Colouet 
Morgado, whom I killed, and thus the attiek 
en my person was reretfged. 

^' I imiaediately discovered that a plot had 
been formed by the whole of the officers con- 
Asedhere, to liberate themselves, and topasr 
over tD the Guerilla parties under the commaai 
9i Cavrera and Alvear; howevi^, the pof>ulace 
and dM soldiery tocdE the alarm, and several of 
tiMT prisoners have paid with their Hves the 
temcnty of the plan they had laid. I immedi- 
ately ordefed Don Bernardo Monteagudo to 
form a summary process, which on tile fourth 
day after receiving the order he informed me 
was finished, and I agreeing with his opinion, 
ordered the following individuals to be shot^ 
oaptams Oonsales, Sierra and Arriola; ensigns 
Rksco, Vidanrwaga and Caballo; privates, 
Moya and Peres. The number of enemies who 
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ItfMre «e«Md to exiat iiw ovegtnefal, Urnvi Qito»^ 
m1% two li6uUMiitr«o)«Mls» wmtmpkmM, 6m 
jllffiffflmiitp, jpevQn e&9i9i% ^^ intondent of tho 
w»jt pM ^ onw»ft aw r y> one wifoaftt aodtiM 
l»yfi^»." TJbM WM sig»ed by Vicente Dttpuy, 
toU^P^<'^govCTaor »f JSiw hxuth 

Many other ^tatemeaiUi of tlie trauatlMi 
jiirei^ cur<;ulated by tfai& friemda of euhpartyv 
I veoe^yed ,t)]^ foUowbg fron apenKmoirtir^ 
i94cfie9dei^ of both> tidwlio jkad no «MtiiPi 
ffNT iuniiBtotg me witbeo exaggerated ateoiint : 

'' Oa the lugbt of the ameath of Felnruiqr# 
^BIS^ when the Sfiaiuah field officera confined at 
^^ l^ w«^ playing at earda wkk Des Vir 
^i^pte .Piqp)iy» thia Heirtenantrgo v a n ie # h^ 
fim^ ^ IcM »ome ttooey^ and iquMdiateigr 
aeJVEPd yt^t WM lying before Golonel Ribeio; 
fiiifam «9poitiileted» and notwitetandiag the 
J99treatie8 of hi9 fii»de, at knglii ataadc Dnjnif 
on the face, whoae friends inuoudiatebir aaked 
fone^ ^m*, wbi^ loui been ^plaoed in ti^ foom, 
Wid the iSpa»ienla alao availed thenaaivea of 
part of them. The apioar tbat^woa Imned 
alfurmed th<^ glilupd» and the Spanish priaonen^ 
ffou^ of the reaitlt, laid down thmr tanna and 
begged Di^pay's pardon ; it waa granted, and 
he pledged his word and honour, that if*4)bey 
wsooldfittowhintogooiit, he wwld pacify the 
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tmmlt mwki ^ Vy^ the gMrd and populace ; Hie 
iBpaniards.beHered b^ he went out; btiC in* 
stead of quieting tiife tdisturbaace he spread tiie 
ahurm^ and called upon te people to revenge 
the insultg he had received from the Oodos 
(Goths, the name by irhich the Spaniards were 
faiown); Dupny re-entered the house with some 
soldiers and other armed individuals, and Gene- 
Tal Ordones, Oolonel Morgado,* with six other 
efieen were immediately butchered by them i 
Oolonel Primo seewg that he could not escape 
took up a pistol and shot hknself ; every Spa* 
ntard found in the streets was also massacrell 
et tl» same time, and msny were murdered in 
Huast booses ; in all fifty Spanish officers were 
maasacinl, and only two escaped of ^be whole 
jonmber, . which at that time were at San Lois. 
Fbr thib meflMrable action Dupuy was created 
a cddnel^inqor, and a member of the Legimi 
ofHerit of Chile. 

, ** Dupuy was afterwards tried, by order of the 
govmunent of Buenos Ayres, for several acts of 
asnMninstion and cruelty which- he had comr 
imttod, and he defended himself by producing 
isriitten. orders from San Martin for the assassin 
nation of BiqKMbo and Gonde, as also for the 
murder of the unfortunate Rodrigues—^these 
oHtn werfe very laconie— fMsri p» Skn Lmt, 
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Umtmpamportir recUmki Men, pff9 fm n6pa$cd 

knm, tftrv emwimtfmra tlUen db in Patria : will 
pun tbroogh Swtt Luis^ he 4Kt» my pwsport, re* 
neiTe him politely; but allow him not'to pa^s tlM 
wood oa the other side of San Liii8.-^^Fompt|^ 
tndeand ale&ee, this ie aeceteary forlbe good 
of the country. However, Dupsy weft eadled to 
La Rioja/ whence he escaped, and followed San 
Martin to Pern*- He aleo proved, tluit the-order 
fer die ^eoutioii of the Carreraa wat a verbal 
one given by San Mart&n^before he left MendMiu'* 
i Wit^ respect 4o, Geaeml San Martin, i« may 
be observed, tbat as his character and aotlowi 
fasfe been so grosriy misHstBted byodMr^wii^ 
ters, it becomes . jMieessaty that some tnito 
whmh have hitherto been withheld diM|d be 
paUished,. as well for the purpose of historicwd 
truth, as for that of dissipating the dlond>wh]dl 
envelopes the conduct of several indifiduais 
who have lent their assiataooe to thejeause of 
Amecicaii^ libetty. . The preaende of Moii-^ 
feagudo at Mendoza for the egecutjatr o( tlw 
CatjmBB, and of bia being empli^d bn a aknUer 
nnsskrn at Ban Luis, areratfier strangOioeiiiei'A 
dences ; with the. additional ^icoamstanoe, tftat 
^e was arrjss^ ia the honse^of an Bnglisfa vnt4 
obant residing at Santiago, and in the supposed 
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lohMMlMr of « prvoMr,/m6 mmk lif tk* onhr 
ofSaalforliiiloSaiiLm mhem Iw vvm fionr 
flUered a pmoner imcil callad iipoa te ibrai 
tkeproceaa* aiiA drmr op the aci^ttli^ itf dml| 
•gaioat the Spaniah ^tfioera, which aehtaoeo 
an^rslo^haFe decreed hiaxnrn hbccalien^ Cor 
he wBHiiPdmtely inesMmi. the Gcwdillen^ and 
wmaitied with hispatroiu 
^ la 1819 the Spanieaide under die cMEimaad 
tfOeoeral^Saiiches eTacaated Cooception and 
V)rf4whaano^. eroeeed the Biohki^ andpioeeeded 
thiouigh the Arancanian terrkorjr to VakUm* 
Ranches phinderad the city of Oooeefrtion of 
•fery Taluable whkh be coald take with him ; 
thA<4wdiidi|dateaiidoniaiaeiM and even nway 
•f the UDDa windows hf longing to the hoiiees ^ he 
alio Imnmaded thenunatolecrethdurclaisteri 
ted^ M<iw4he £9PtiHM9 of the anay : they di^ 
Md w€lre lOMttdcwed at Tucatpd, and leit among 



A natiM of Cfade named Benavidea 
left hy fianeheaat the town of Axauco, lor «he 
ptffp^ieofhaiBning thepatriota at Conoiqplion^ 
and aevend Spaniarde ct the moat tioentious 
cheneteia dkoae to rmnaia witfi him. B«m- 
ladee.waa a native of the provinoe of Concep- 
tioot and served some time in the armyof Ms 
«onntry« but deserted to the foyaliats: at the 
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iMttle of Majpn he was taken priMMMf , and, 
Miong other ddiuqurats^^ was oiidered to be 
sliotif i* die dttsfc of die evemog. However, 
BenaTides was not kiUed, although Us face wall 
stainsd with die gnnpo^ei', and faaymg fttHen, 
he attde some modeo, wldcb the officer ob- 
MnriDf, cot him across die neck M^ifh his sword, 
and left him for dead ; but eveft after this he re- 
covered suflfeient strength to crawl to a small 
boose, where he was received and cured of his 
wooadsw It is said that after his recovery he 
held a private eonferenee with San Martin ; I 
have been perfectly satisfied on this head, and I 
am certain that no such interview overtook 
place ; indeed Sma Martin is not the man for 
SQch actions, nor would it have been prudent 
for any chief to have risked his existence with 
adesperado like Benavides. This monster fled 
firdia Santiago, joined General Sanches at 
Conception^ and was left by him in the com* 
■Mmd of the smaU town of Arauco, where thel 
most atrocious hostilities commenced that have 
ever disgraced evira the war in America, e 

The attentfen of the government was em« 
ployed in iGttting out a second naval expedi- 
tion to the coast of Peru, for the latest advices 
from Europe confirmed the former, which 
stated, that a naval force preparing in Cadiz, 
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and GompoMd of the two liiie of battle MpB 
Alexander aad San Tehno, the frigate Pmdm, 
and some smaller vtsa^, was destined to the 
Pacific; The Chilean squadron was by no 
means competjent to cope with such a force; 
besides which, two frigates, the Esmeralda and 
Vengansa, three brigs of war» and some ssiaU 
craftt as well as armed merchantm^oi at Caltao» 
being added to what was expected froni Spain, 
the force would have been overwhelming. It 
was therefore determined, that the squadron 
shoukl attempt the destruction of the vessek in 
Callao, by bumii^ them. Mr. Ckridsadc, who 
had come to Chile, was employed in making 
Pongreve's rockets, of whicb an experiment was 
made at Valparaiso, and which answered the 
expectations of Lord Cochrane. 

. Every necessary arrangement being conn 
pleted,^ the squadron, csoasisting of the O'Hig- 
gins, San Martin, Lautaro, Independencia, 
(which arrived on the 23rd May, 181*9, having 
been built in the United States for the go-' 
veminent of Chile) the Galvariho^ Araucttno, 
the Victoria, wid Xeresana, two merchant 
vessels which were to be converted into fire- 
ships it necessary, left the port of Vai-^ 
paraiso on the twelfith of September, and 
having first touched at Coquimbo, arrived in 
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the' bty of Gailao xm the twenty-eighth. Lord 
Cochtane annouiiced to the Viceroy Pesnela hi» 
inteotioa of d&itfoying tte shifpptng id the bay,, 
if posftihle ; but he proposed to him terms ou 
which he wouM deeifit; namely, that he 
would diminish the number of his vessels, 
by sending part of them to leeward, and 
fight the Spanish force man to man/ and gua 
to. gun, if they would leave thdr anchorage^ 
and this, said he, might be the means of pre- 
Aerviqg the property of individuals then in the 
bay^ His cixcellency, however, declined the 
ohallenge, observing, that it was of a nature 
which had never been before heard of • The 
preparations for throwing rockets among the 
shipping immediately commenced, and on the 
night of the first of October several were 
^rown, but without effect: the firing from 
the batteries and shipping began at the mo^ 
ment the first rocket was thrown, which ap* 
peared as a signal to the enemy. From our 
anchorage we could distinguish the heated shot 
that flew through the air like meteors in minia-* 
ture; however, little injury was sustained on 
either side: our loss consisted in lieutenant 
Bayley of the Galvarino and one seaman. One 
of the rafts under the direction of lieutenant* 
colonel Charles was protected by the Indep^i^ 
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denda; the aecondby twaaMtara imdertlMiit 
•f Major HiUer, now (18^) Gtoaiml Miliar, waa 
protected by the Oalfuiiio ; and the thkd uadef 
Captain Hmde was dafimded by the Pueyrre* 
don. By acoidant Captain Hinde kwt hia lights 
od match rope, and aent on board the brig finr 
another, which the aoktier dropped on ateppiag 
fromtheboatto the raft; it fell amimg the 
rocketa, and an expIoBion took plaoe, but no 
serioua injury waa experienced. 

In the nights of the second, third, and 
IfHirth several more rocketa were thrown, witfa^ 
oat particalar snccess: some dmnage waa 
done to the enemy's reaaels, but on the fonith 
they were completely imrigged, which was un«^ 
dottbtedly a wiae precaution. Several of the 
rockets exploded almost immediately after they 
were l^phted, others at about half their range> 
ethers took a contrary direeticm to that m which 
they were projected, and it became evid^it that 
some mismanagement had occorred in theif 
construction. On examining them, some were 
found to cmtain rags, sand^ sawdust, manure, 
and similar materials, mixed with the com* 
position. Colonel Charies, who had been com* 
miuioned to superintend the making of the 
rockets, was at first incapable of acoounting for 
thia insertion, but at length he recoUeeted, ^at 
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Hit gofttnmeort of Odle, with m view of tataig 
th^wagM of hktid penong^ had emfloyed the 
Spanish ptiMberg to fill the rockets, to whiok 
ioittaken policy^ whole squadron mi^ bavt 
fiedleB a sacrifice; for had the vesaehi ^irioek 
were expected ftom Spain arrired, the Cfaileaft 
^MToeB would never have been aUe to cope with 
the Spanish, eiqpecially when joined by what 
was in the bay <tf CaIlao« 

On the fifth a large vessel was observed 
to wkdward« It proved to be the Spanish 
frigate la Praeba^ part of the OKpected squad- 
roti: advices whidi we received him shore 
infbnased us, that the Alejandro had returned to 
Spain, and the general belief was, dutt the itai 
Trimo had been lost oif Cape Horn, whidi was 
^rfterwards proved to be die ease. 

The ireniMp being ready was sent into the 
t«y under thedirecdon of Lieutenant Morgel; 
an unceasing cannonade was kept up both firom 
the batteries and the shipping ; the wind died 
away» and such was die state of the fire-ship, 
that lieutenant Morgel waii obliged to abandon 
her, and she eitploded before die came to a po- 
si^B where she could ii^ure the enemy. Owing 
to the news which we received the following 
day, the admiral determined not to send in the 
second fire-ship, but to proceed to the north- 
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ivmrd, to pr€feure fresh provisbnft: and water, W 
"well as to ebtidn news respfectiug the Spanith 
frigate, the crew of the Saa Martin being un^ 
ihealtby, his lordship ordered her, the Indepen* 
^eocia and Araucano to Santa, and the Lautaio 
4nd Gralvarino to Piscb,^to procare spirits and 
trine, die royal stored beii^g foil at this place. 
A military force being stationed at Pisco, part 
of the marines were sent from the O'Higgins 
!and Independehcia, and the whole were placed 
under the orders of Colonel Charles. On the 
14th of October we anchored in the harbour oi 
Santa, .and immediately began to drive the cat- 
tle from the farms belonging to the Spaniards 
jdown to the beach ; but whatsoever was re- 
t^ived at any time from the natives was always 
punctually paid for ; this so enraged a Spaniard, 
Don Bemto del Heal, that he headed some of 
his own slaves and dependents, and came from 
NepeAa to Santa, where he surprised one of our 
sailors, and took him prisoner ; he immediatdy 
returned, and reported by an express to th^ 
Viceroy Pesuela, tiiat he had secured Lord 
Cochrane's brother in disguise. This news 
made its appearance in llie Lima Grazette, and 
nodiing could exceed the dis8q)pointment of the 
royalists in Lima, when they discovered that 
their noble jnisoner was only a common sailor. 
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On the Ifiththe Lautaro aoti Galvarino a]> 
4rived froin Pisco, aud as nothing c^ia give a betr 
ter account of what occurred atthia pbtce thitn 
the oflScial. dispatch of the admiral to the Chi- 
lean government, the following translation is 
subjoined : , 

^^ The absolute want of many indispensable 
articles in die squadron, as I have already m- 
farmed you, left me no other alternative than to 
abandon the. object of the expedition, or to take 
the necessary provisions from the enemy. I 
adopted the latter, and sent the Lautaro and the 
Oalvarino to Pisco for the purpose of procuring 
spirits, wine, rice and some other articles* 

'^ The result of this expedition has heea 
glorious to the arms of Chile in the valour shewn 
by her officers. and soldiers when fighting hand 
to hand with the enemy, and in the assatdt on 
the city of Pisco, and the fort to vdiiohthe 
forces of the Viceroy retired. It is my painAii 
duty notwithstanding to inform you, that the 
unfortunate Lieutenant-Colonel Charles closed 
in this action his career in the cause of liberty, 
to which his soul was devoted, at a moment 
when it promised to be the most brilliant which 
the human mind could desire. The courage and 
judgment of Charles were not more visible than 
the talent and general knowledge which he 
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po80eM6d ; duch aft could only receive an addi- 
tioiial lustre firom his peealiarly agreeable simh 
nty ^refined manDers^and from tiiM dUMeBce 
in his behayiour, as if he cooMdered that he 
had not arrived at the pertal of wisdom, niMS 
all who surrounded him saw that he was otte oC 
die iamtes of the temple. 

^' Woidd to God that ihat wmnA, the com* 
fukm t^i his travels over the gteater part of 
the globe» in search of iaformatioa, in the tey 
of danger, and in the hour of deadt, beem^ 
ployed by.his brother, to whom in his last mot- 
mettts he bequeathed it, with eqoal leal tn the 
just and glorious cause, in wtich my ever to 
be lamented fUend Charles has prMiaturely 
Mfett. 

^ Lamenting the loss which the cause of 
liberty a^d indepeadeace has suffered m the 
deatb of Charles, as well as alt those who knew 
this able and meritarious officer, I subscribe 
myseM' wi(^ an anguiriied heart, your most 
obedient serrant, (signed) Cochrane." 

*' To the miaister crf^mmine of Chile, Novem- 
ber sevesfteenth, ISIO."" 

The Spanish force at Pisco was compOMd 
of fisx hundred inftmtry and two hatred ca^ 
valry, pmt vetemn and part ti^itia ; siit pieces 
o# efglMeen pound calibre in the fort, and two 
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fidd pieces, oumnted awl sefved in Hke city* 
Hie feme under the miioftiinate Chariea oon^^ 
gitted of two hundred ftnd eigkty manner 
After taking the fort they advanced OB die city» 
aadtookit Cdbnri Chariea fell about a hundfed 
yards from the town, and was immediately coin 
Teyed on board the Lautaro, vdiere he died on 
the fi^wing day. His last expressions wnre, 
*^ I hoped to have lived loBf^r, and to have 
served Chile ; however, £tte decrees die con^ 
trary; but, Captain Guise, we made 1^ Spa* 
mards run T' Miyor Miller took the command 
of the troops, and having arrived at the plasa; 
he was severely wounded by a musket rfiol 
passing through his body, but he recovered, and 
has continued to serve the cause of liberty in 
the new world. A considerable quantity of 
t^irits and wine was embarked, but the siM* 
men, owing to the facility of obtaining their 
iavoprite beverage on shwe, became so unndy; 
that Captain Ouise was obliged to bum the 
stores, consisting at that time of about fourteen 
dK>usand eighteen gallon jars of spirits and 
wine. 

Health being in some degree established 
among the crew of the San Martin, she, with 
die Independencia, was ordered to Valparaiso, 
and his lordship with the O'Htggins, Lautm^^ 
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and OalvariiM), proceeded to tbe river of Gtua^ 
yaquiU in the hc^es of ialUng in with the 
Prueba. On the twentyns^venth we. entered 
the mouth of the river^ at eleven p. m., and at 
five the following mornings to the astomshment 
of the nativM> we were at the anchorage of the 
Puni, where we found two large Spanish mer** 
chant ships, La Aguila and La Begoita, ahoiost 
laden with timber; after some resistance the 
crews cut their cables, and allowed thtm 
to drop down the river, as the ebb tide had 
begun to run; however the boats from the 
O'Higgins, the only vessel that had arrived, 
manned them before they received any damage^ 
Th^ Spaniards took to their boatiSt and fled up 
the river. 

A flight dissention happened here between 
Lord Co<;hrane and Captam Guise, who asserted, 
that the prizes had heea plundered by the 
officers of the flag ship ; but on being ques^ 
tioned by his lordship respecting tbe assn* 
tion, he denied having ever made it. A report 
was afterwards circulated by Captain Spry^ that 
it was the intention of the Admiral not to allow 
the Lautaro and Galvarino to share in the prizes, 
they not having been in sight when the vessels 
were captured^ nor until the boats from the ftig 
ship had taken possession of them ; however^ 
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jCaptain Spry declared to the admiral, '' on boa 
lionour,'* that the report was absolutely ialse. 
Spry being now convinced that no objection 
would be made to the vessels that were not pre- 
sent at the capture, sharing in the prizes, next 
circulated a rumour, that Lord Cochrane had no 
right to share in the double capacity of admiral 
and captain; but he also declared, '^on his 
honour," that he had neither made nor even 
heard such a report. These trifling circum- 
stances would be unworthy of detail, were they 
not connected widi future transactions in the 
squadron of serious importance, which it will 
be my painful duty to relate. 

The Spanish frigate la Prueba had arrived at 
the Pund on the fifteenth <rf October ; and hav- 
ing placed her artillery on rafts, she went up to 
the city, where, for want of pilots, it was impos- 
sible for us to follow. Having watered, and 
purchased a large stock of plantains and other 
vegetables, we left Guayaquil river on the 
twenty-first of December. The vessels of ww 
and the prizes received orders to proceed to 
Valparaiso; the O'Higgins appeared to have 
the same destination; but having made the 
island of Juan Femandes, the admiral gave 
orders to stand towards Valdivia instead of 
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Talpskraiso, isayitig, that he wished to e:itaminfe 
that port, because the Viceroy of Peru had 
assured the Pertrvians, that one of the line 6( 
battle ships had entered Valdivia, and was 
there tufting, for fhe purpose of making an 
attack on Valpdraiso. 
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CHAPTER VIL 



Vmtngt from Goa^fvqiul River tp V«^ia......I«Qid Cpchnme fWMVojtfet 

the Harbour Ceptnre of the Spameh Brig Potrillo Arrival at Taka- 

faMae.M...n«|iantloiia ftr ja lapediftMo to VaUMa ^.^IVoops fcr- 
iMad fay General Freire......O*Higgiiii ram ^fr9ai94—.**Afmal off Val- 

diTia. G^ytiire of VakJiria. Attenpt oo Chiloe fidli. Return of 

LotdGochfaBe......Laa;ves Vayhk fcvValptfaiaa. Vlgtny fayBitB* 

chef....«»...Arriyal of the IndependMicia and AjrancMO .O'Higgfw 

repaired Retnra to Valpandao. Coodnct of Chilean Goverament.... 



On£ peculiarity which accoH)|)a9ied our yo^aga 
WBS3 that having tiUe larboard tacks on board 
at our departure from the mouth of the Gkiaya^ 
quil rivier, they were never started uintil ottr 
arrival off Valdivia^ the diifereuce oflatitode 
being 36^ 27'. The currents which run fiKMii 
the southward seem to decrease in about 92« 
west loogil^de, and at 98"* in 33'' of south latitude 
they are scarcely perceptibly. Here also die 
wind grad^ly draws round to the eastward, 
mi in twenty*seven Spanish jouraals which i 
have examined of voyages made at all reasons 
of the year, this has been universally observed. 
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On the seventeendi of January^ 1820, we 
made Punta Galera» the south headland of the 
bay of Valdivia, having die Spanish flag hoisted. 
Early on the morning of the eighteenth the ad- 
miral entered the port in his gig, and returned 
on board at day-break, having examined the 
anchorage, and convinced himself that the Spa- 
nish ship of war was not there, the only vessel 
in the harbour being a mierchantman. 

For an excursion of this nature the spirit of 
enterprize of a Cochrane was necessary. When 
the strength of this Gibraltar of South America 
is considered, the number of batteries, forming 
an almost uninterrupted chain of defence, 
crowned with cannon, the shot of which cross 
the passage in various directions ; under such 
circumstancesi the resolution to brave all danger 
f(Nr the advancement of llie Chilean service re- 
flects the highest possible honour on the admiral; 
besides, to this brief and perilous survey Souti^ 
America owes the expulsion of her enemies from 
this strong hold. 

At half-past six o'clock a boat with an 
officer, three soldiers, and a pilot, came along- 
side, having been deceived by the Spanish 
flag which we hoisted; they were detained, 
and proved an acquisition of considerable 
importance. Immediately afterwards a br^ 
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hoiw in tighty which we chased and cap- 
tured i she proyed to be tiie Spanirii brig of 
war the Potrillo ; she had been sent from Gsdlao 
with money for the governments of Chiloe and 
Valdivia^ and was at this time on her passage from 
the former to the latter place. Afier the capture 
I was most agreeably surprised to find, that two 
of the daughters of my kind friend Don Nicolas 
del Rio, of Arauco, were on board ; and that^ 
at the expiration of seventeen years, it was in 
my power to return part of the kindnesses which 
I had received from their family, when a forlorn 
and destitute captive in Araucania. 

On the 20th we anchored in the bay of Tal- 
cahuano, and in the course oi two hours Glene* 
ral Freire, the governor of the province and suite 
came on board to welcome the arrival of Lord 
Cochrane. I availed myself of this opportunity^ 
and solicited permission for the two Miss Bios 
to return to their home, to which the general imr 
mediately acceded ; although, said he, with the 
exception of their brother Luis, all the family 
have been determined enemies to the cause of 
their country. Late at night an officer came on 
board and informed me, that two soldiers were 
nnder sentence of death at Conception, that 
they were to be executed on the following 
morning for the crime of desertion, and that 
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he had heoD deputed by some of his broAet 
officett to 90^1 tbo iotervientioa of the^ admiittl 
ia their b^uJf . I reported this to his lordahip^ 
aad a letter was sent in the mcmiiiig^ to. wbidi 
jtfie foUowii^ answer was received : 

'' My LoDd^— Clnle and Chikans are every 
iby moreand more indebted to yon; the favour 
which you have this day done me, in relieving me 
fjKom the necessity of enferciog the exeeution of 
another sentence of dealh^ is equal, in the seals 
^ my feelings, to the pardon. I shall send the 
two deserters to thank your lordshqp, for I have 
impressed on their minds what they owe to ymu 
todahip s goodness. I have to beg that they be 
incorporated in the nwrines, where, fighting 
mider yotor immediate orders, they may evince 
their love of the patria, and erase die stain with 
which they have scnied a cause which has the 
henoiif of counting Lord Cochrane among ite 
most worthy defenders &c.*--R9unon Fn^e."' 

On the day after our arrival. Lord Cochrane 
had a private conference with Oeneral Frem, 
amd proposed to him an attempt on Valdivia^ 
whidi his kyrdship oftired to undertake with feur 
htndred soldiers, if the generd would plaee 
them at his disposal, secresy being a posteivf 
omdition. lliis truly patriotic <^ef immedi^ 
ately acceded to the terms, and pledged hmsdf 
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not tbt^onittramcat^ ike plan ereti to*the supreme 
government, tmtSl the result should be known. 
It is impossible not to admire this generous con- 
duct of Freire. He lent part of Im army, when 
he was on the eve of attacking Benavides, and 
exposed himself/by thus weakening his division, 
to iSxt displeasure of his superiors, shouM Lord 
Oodhrane not succeed. But %is lore for lifs 
country, and the high opinion which he entei^ 
tained of the admirsd, overcame every objection. 
Hie generosity of Freire is equally praiseworthy 
in ahother point of view : he gave pttrt ctf hili 
ibrce to another chief, for the purpose of obttito- 
ing a victory, in the glory of whitihhe could net 
be a participator, except astm American intei*- 
ested in the glorious cause of the liberty of 4^ 
country. 

Orders were immediately give& to prapue 
for ^ seeret expedition ; but to this proeoisA- 
ing Was so novel, h MnM was put in eferotAtf- 
Hon, that the deMination was to Tuttapel, in 
order to harass the enemy^ 4bFce at Araneo^; 
ttod the Instance being so very sAiort, mfiflier 
iMBceirs nor privates ^encutt^bered ^tiiemsdtMii 
with harggage. AM was reiady on Uie afteMdoti 
of the 2ech, ondtwo tmndred ^nA fifty m«ib, 
with their respeotive 'Oficers, "under tte MWi- 
tnand of Mb^ Beaudief, "Were ^embatk^ en 
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Jboard the O'Higgaos, the brig of wiur Intrepid, 
and the schooner Montezuma, which were at 
.Talcahuano on our arrival. We got under weigh 
in the morning, . because the wind continued 
calm during the whole of the night. 

About four o'clock in the mwbing his lord- 
;ship retired to his cabin to rest, leaving orders 
;with lieutenant Lawson to reportif the wind 
Jihould change, or any alteration should take 
^plaoe. As soon as his lordship had left the quar- 
ter deck, Lawson gave the same orders to Mr. 
:George, a midshipman, and also retired to his 
cabin. TThe morning was so remarkably hazy, 
that it was imposaible to see twenty yards ahead 
joi the ship, and a slight breeze springing up^ 
the fr^te ran aground on a sand-bank off the 
island Quiriquina, and so near to it, that the 
jib-boom was entanfi^ among the brancjiesc^ 
J&e trees on shore. This accident brought the 
.admiral on deck, half-dressed, when to his 
.astonishment he saw large pieces of sheathing 
and fragmentsof die false keel floating abo«t 
;the ship. A hedge anchor was immediately 
isarried out astern, ai)d in a few minutes we warp 
.again afloat The carpentn sounded, and re^ 
ported, ^'three feet water ia the hold:" the 
jnen at the pun^ werealmost in despair^ all 
imagining that the expedition had; fidled at its 
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very outset : in half an hour the carpenter re- 
ported, no abatement in the depth of water : 
well, said his lordship, but does it increase ? no, 
said the carpenter, and orders were immediately 
given to stand out to sea. 

On the second of February, to the south- 
ward of Punta Galera, the whole of the troops, 
including the marines of the 0*Higgins, were 
placed on board the brig and the schooner ; his 
lordship embarked in the latter, and proceeded 
to the bay of Valdivia ; having anchored at 
sunset near to a small bay, called Aguada del 
Yngles, English watering place, Major Beau- 
chef took the command of the troops, embark^ 
ed at Talcahuano, and Major Miller, having 
recovered of the severe wounds vrhicfa he re- 
ceived at Pisco, took the command of his brave 
marines, and assisted in adding new lustre to 
the arms of Chile. 

An advanced party of six soldiers and a 
sergeant was despatched under the command of 
the Ensign Vidal, a young Peruvian, having as 
a guide one of the Spanish soldiers, who came 
off to the O'Higgins in the boat on our first ap- 
pearance off Valdivia : they drove the Span^ 
lards from the two guns stationed at the avan- 
sada, aiid foUowhig their footsteps, arrived at 

VOL. III. 2 F 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



21B t^vraB uc 

the battery of Sao Carlw, bat not before the 
gate was closed. 

This battery is formed 00 the knd side by 
placing pi^es of the trunks of trees one upon 
another to the height of ten feet; and Vidal 
finding it impossiUe to scale the wooden wall 
lexerted himself in dragging out two of the 
logs» and then crept through the hble, followed 
by his piquet. Having entered, he formed his 
veteran gang and began to fire on the Spanirii 
soldiers, who not bemg able to distinguidi 
either the number or i^ituation of their enemy 
fled in disorder, some clambering over the 
palisade, while others opened the gate and 
fled in less apparent disorder. Two officers 
came to Vidal, and said to him, why do yon fire 
onus, we are your countrymen, we do notbe« 
long to the insurgents ? I beg your pardon^ an- 
swered Vidal, you now belong to the insurgents, 
being my prisoners of war. The two astonished 
cheers immediately surrendered their swords. 
At this moment Captain Erescano, a Buenos 
Ayrean, arrived with forty marines, and withn 
out any hesitation butchered the two officers^ 
heedless of the remonstrances and even threats 
of Vidal, who told him, that at another time he 
should demand satisfaction : he now immedi'^ 
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mtely left Erescano, and with his braTe aoUien 
followed the enemy. The batteries of Amargos 
and the two Cborocamayos fell in the same man- 
ner that San Carlos had fallen, and Yidal had 
passed the bridge of the Castle del Corral when 
Oaptaift Erescano arrived with forty marines: 
thus in five hours all the batteries on the south 
aide of the harbour were in oar possession. 

At nine o clodc in the morning of the thirds 
the O'Higgins laid to at the mouth of the bar* 
hour, tinder Spanish colours. The Spaniards at 
Niebla were a second time deceived; for be- 
Having her to be a vessel from Spain, they made 
the prirate signal, which not being answered by 
the frigate» the soldiers immediately abandoned 
the battery, and fled in the greatest disorder. 
After the O'Higgins was brought to an anchor, 
detachments of troops were sept to Niebla and 
the battery of Mansera on the small island 
bearing die same name. The vessd at anchor, 
in this port was the Dolores, formerly under 
llie Chilean flag; but in November, 1819, ps^ 
of the crew took possession of her at Talcahu- 
ano, and having slipt her cables, sailed her to 
Arauco, where Benavides Im^ed those of the 
crew who were accused of being insurgents^ 
and immediately ordered them to be shot on the 
beach : a boy who witnessed this horrid specta- 
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de began to cry» whidi being observed by 
Benavides, he iinmediately b^t out his bndiui 
with his baston. This murderer not knowing 
what to do with the ship, sent her to Valdivia^ 
where she became our prize; the ringleader, 
a native of Pmta» was also secured, sent to 
Valparaiso, tried and executed. 

The important strong hold of Yaldivia was 
thus annexed to the republic of Chile by one of 
those inexhaustible resources in war which 
have marked the career of the hero under whose 
immediate directions and unparalleled intrepi- 
dity the plan was formed and executed. Lord 
Codirane having personally attended to the land-> 
ing of the troops, and given his final orders to 
Miller and Beauchef^ took his gig, and, notwith* 
standing the shot from the battery of San Carios, 
rowed along the shore, watching the operations 
of the troops, and serving as the beacon to glory. 

In fifteen hours from our landing we were in 
possession of the advanced posts of Aguada del 
Yngles, el Piojo, de la Boca, and de Plajra 
Blanco ; of the batteries of San Carlos, Amar- 
gos, Chorocamayo alto and bajo, Mansera, and 
Niebla ; and of the Castle del Corral,mounting 
<^ the whole one hundred and twenty-eight 
pieces of artillery. 
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In tbe autgazmes there were eigbA hundred 
and forty barrels of gunpowder, each weighing 
one hundred and twenty-five pounds^ one hun« 
dred and seventy thousand mui^t cartridges, 
about ten thousand shot, many of copper, be- 
sides an immense quantity of all kinds of war- 
like stores. Our loss consisted of seven men 
killed, and nineteen wounded ; that of the ene- 
my of three officers and ten soldiers killed, and 
twenty-one wounded ;- besides six officers pri-i 
soners, among whom was the Colonel of Gan- 
tabria, Don Fausto del Hoyo, and seventy?six 
Spanish sergeants, corporals, and privates. 

Every thing being secured in the port, his 
lordship went with part of the troops to the 
city, which had been sacked by the Spaniards, 
who had fled towards Chiloe. A provisional 
government was immediately elected by the 
natives who were present, at which, by his 
lordship's orders, I presided, and received the 
elective votes ; the .person chosen being after- 
wards confirmed in his situation as governor ad 
mterim by the admiral. On examining the 
correspondence in the archives, I found that 
many serious complaints had been made by 
Qumtanilla, the governor of Chiloe, to Montoya 
the ex-governor of Yaldivia, stating his fear of 
a revolution at San Carlos, the principal town^ 
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Tkis induced his lorddbip to appeat off Cfailoet 
and evea tc land part of the ibrce that could be 
#{ a e 1 at Yaldivia. He gave orders to prepare 
^r e nbarkadon on the 12th, but unfortunately 
the brig Intrepid was driven from her anchorage 
by a strong northerly wind, and wrecked on a 
sand-bank that stretches into the bay from the 
island of Mansera. This very serious loss was 
Regarded by the admiral like otur former ac- 
cident at Talcahuano, and orders were imme* 
diately issued for the soldiers to embari^ in the 
Montezuma and Dolores. The short respite 
from active duty allowed his lopdship to inform 
the supreme go\ erument of Chile of his success 
at Yaldivia; which he effected by sending a 
unall pira^oia, with orders to touch at Talca- 
buanoy and to report to General Freire the re- 
sult of the i xpeditioD« 

The receipt of the unexpected news ai 
Valparaiso was a moment of exultation to the 
friends of Lord Cochrane, and a very severe 
check on the tongues of his detractors ; some of 
these had been busily employed in forming 
matter wherewith to tarnish the rocket ex- 
pedition; and they generously attributed its 
failure to the unskilfukiess, not of those who 
had prepared the missiles, but to the persons 
who bad used them. His absence from Chile was 
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flddaced m a proof of his disobedience to die 
onlers of the gorenunent Now, however, all 
WES hashed, and every one exclaimed, '^W0 
knew that oar admiral would not return to Chile 
without adding new laurels to his brows*'* This 
was re-echoed in Valparaiso; and long live 
Cochrane ! was the general cry ; long live tht 
hero of Yaldivia ! resounded in every street. 

On the 13th, Lord Cochrane went on board 
the schooner Montezuma, and sailed with the 
Dolores for Chiloe, where the troops were 
landed, and two small batteries taken, and 
afterwards demolished. The young Ensign 
Vidal was again appointed to command an ad*» 
vanced party of twenty-four soldiers, and when^ 
ascending the hill on which the Castle de la 
Corona is built, he lost eleven of his mei| 
by a volley of grape from the battery, he im<» 
mediately ordered the drummer to beat a retreat! 
that is impossible, said the boy, knocking the 
sticks together, for my drum is gone. In fact 
it had been shattered to pieces by a shot ; how* 
ever Vidal retired, carrying three wounded men 
with him, and Miller being wounded at the same 
time by a grape shot which had passed the fleshy 
part of his thigh, the retreat to the boats was im- 
mediately ordered. The resistance niade at this 
place by the natives, headed by several friars. 
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was a coDTioEcmg proof that diey were deter- 
mined supporters of the cause of Spain, and 
as the patriot force was not sufficient to attempt 
a conquest of the town, the soldiers were re- 
Embarked. 

During the absence of the admiral with the 
tearines, part of the troops embarked at Ckm- 
ception were left on duty at the Castle del Cor- 
tal, under the command of Ensign Latapia/ who 
in cold blood, and without the slightest provo- 
cation, ordered two of the prisoners, a corporal 
ioid a private, to be shot. I immediately or- 
dered four officers who werie on shore to be sent 
on board the O'Higgins, fearful that they might 
|>e treated in the same manner. Dn the return 
of his lorddiip on the twentieth, Latapia was 
placed under arrest on boiard, and the necessary 
declarations were taken, according to the Spa- 
nish forms, for his trial by a court-martiail. He 
was conveyed to Valparaiso as a prisoner ; his 
conduct, together with that of ErescanO, wieus 
reported to the government, and when we ex- 
pected to hear of their being sentenced to some 
kind of punishment, we were surprized to find 
that they had been pronioted. These two indi- 
viduals were afterwards employed by San Mar- 
fin, and by him they wdre again promoted in' 
Peru. 
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Wa htAMfr tonng given orderv for Hm 
0'Hig^ii& to be orettenled and repured, tQ» 
flklmiif it oiiflajfe to YMtikre agawfo 8eiBi;inter> 
hA eubarked on the tweilty-eighth ki Hm Mo&^ 
tetuma^ for Yalpftraiso; taking with him fi?t 
SpftAttii^ officers, and forty privmtes, prisoners, 
leaving dif ections with me ti> dupeiintend what 
WM goiog on here, until I should reoeive ontovs 
fipom the supreme government* 

Major Beauehef bafving coUectad ril die 
forte he was able, whiob, including the troops 
embaiind at €k>aceptioD, and some volaateers 
of Yaldivitf, amoontiag.onfy to two hundred and 
eighty individuals, maidied to the LknK>s, 
hKfinff received information that the Spmiards 
who fled from Valdivia had sworn at Cfailoe that 
they would return and either c<mquer or die in 
the attetnpt The twa amries met near the 
river Tore, on the sixth of March, and after aa 
engagement of less thaa an hour, the Spanish 
offiKsers moonted their horses and fled, leaving: 
the soldiers to their fote. On the tenth Beau-* 
chef arrived at Valdivia, bringing with him two 
hundred and seventy prisoners, with all the 
arms and baggage belonging.to the Spaniards. 

The Ittdependencia and Aran^no arrived on 
the twelfth, with the nei^ssaty workmen and 
tools for the repairs of the 0*Higgins ; aftetr she 
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was hove down, it was discovered that besides 
a great quantity of sheathing, she had lost nine* 
teen feet of her fklse keel, and about sevea of 
her main keel On the eleventh of April the 
iepairs were finished, and we embarked for 
Valparaiso^ where we arrived on the eighteenth. 

The Spanish force stationed at Yaldivia con- 
sisted of part of the regiment of Cantabria, part 
of the Casadores dragoons, artillery, pioneers, 
marines, infantry of Conceptimi, artillery of 
ditto, battalion of Yaldivia, dragoons of the 
frontier, and lancers of the Laxa; these were 
the remains of the Spanish army which left 
Conception, under the command of Greneral 
Sanches, in 1819, besides the regular garrison 
of the port, amounting in all to about one thou* 
sand six hundred, while the expedition under 
Lord Cochrane amounted only to three hundred 
and eighteen. 

The government of Chile ordered a medal 
to be struck in commemoration of this important 
victory, and it was distributed to the officers. 
His lordship expected some remuneration for 
his men as prize-money, but the government 
could not understand how prize-money could 
be due to a naval expedition for services done 
onshore. The Dolores had been laden with 
warlike stores at Yaldivia; the fidmiral requested 
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tint tlie value of these might be decreed to the 
captors, but the answer to this request was an 
order for the stores to be disembarked in the 
arsenal at Valparaiso, and the following para- 
graph from the pen of the hireling Montei^dtf 
made its appearance in the Censor de la Revo-* 
lucioU) which was conducted by this patriotic 
scribbler : — 

^* We are informed that Admiral Lord Coch- 
rane is determined not to allow the debarkation 
of the warlike stores brought from Valdivia in 
the ship Dolores, on the plea of their being a 
prize to the squadron which has restored that 
proTincefrom the hands of the enemy to Chile. 
We cannot persuade ourselves that his lordship 
does not acknowledge, that all the stores exist- 
ing at Valdivia at the time of its restoration be- 
long to the state of Chile in the same manner 
as those in the provinces actually forming the' 
state, without any other difference than that 
tibese were restored to the free exercise of their 
liberty before that was. Even if Valdivia did- 
not belong to Chile, we do not make war on 
every section of America, but on the Spaniards 
who hold a domination over it : these are the 
principles which have always regulated the con- 
duct of our armies; and nothing save the 
exclusive property of the Spaniards has beeo 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



999 VIUVSI^IN 

wifjwt^ to the rights of witr. I^ wou)4 nko 
1^ a peniieioiMi precedient to htxkx^ oper»tiim if 
whatever WM ibupd ia a eooquered territory 
should belQDg exclttsi?ejiy to ^ victors. W# 
ve p9rmade4 th^kt some loisunderv^taodiiig bM 
t9k«a place respeotiog these warlike stores 
hrpufi^t by the Dplpres : Admira) Cochrane is 
well acquainted with public rights, utd the 
high opinioii which we entertain pf his honour* 
^bUe cb%raoter obliges us to doubt that which we 
9re not inclined to believe-" 

Ixtrd Cophrane afterwards asked Montea- 
gtido if he believed what he had published was 
juft or acoprding to law ; »o, said he, certainly 
not, but I was ordered to write and to publish 
what appeared in the Censor, His lordship 
beipg poi^yinced that the gpvenuoent was de* 
teonined net to reward the services of the 
squadron, assured them, that this would oer* 
tainly be the last servipe of the Jfiad which they 
would receive firem it : he alsp warned theo^ 
against expecting that men woidd risk their 
lives, after undergoing the greatest priyatioasi 
without any remuneratiw : he t^id tha^ ivoi;?- 
aver, that as he eoiwdered the proceedings on 
the part of the government as most imjnsty t^ 
should never request pf hjis offipers or men aqiy 
sacriifio^ except when the mefMs of rewatd^ig 
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tibftm were in his owa hands. The goTemmeat 
wisldog to coocUiate ikt Admiral, itade him % 
present of a large estate in the jhto? ince of Con- 
ceptkm; but hb lordship immediately returned 
the dooument, stating, that it was the services 
of the men which ought to be rewarded, that 
his own were amply repidd by the glory of the 
achieirement. All his pleadings, however, were 
in Yain, and no reward was ever given to them 
by the government for the capture of this most 
important fortress ; nay more, it was quettioiied 
whether Lord Cochrane ought not to be tried ; 
by a coart-martial for having fought and con* i 
quered an enemy without the sanction of the 
government ! a fair proof of what would have 
been the consequence had not the result beMi 
favoumUe to his lordship. 

A series of plots now began to take place 
(me after another, vAddtt seemed to threaten 
even the stabiht} ol the gavemmait : the 
regiment number one, stationed at Mendon» 
revolted, Beaavi^a Altered Oonceptioii, nA 
ocHMnitted aevenl most daring outrages; and a 
amapiracy waa said to have been formed in the 
capital against the gcxvcmment by the Carrara 
party, and the safveme director waa so thwarted 
by the »aale, that he could net act widi thai 
promptitude and decision which circumstances 
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required*: the greatest possible evils, publiettjr 
and procrastinatioD, where secresy and des- 
patch were necessary, coanteracted in the most 
essential points ttie wishes of the supremacy. 
The persons yfho were accused of being con- 
spirators were apprehended, among whom were 
included the last remains of the Carrera family, 
and other individuals who were obnoxious to^ 
O'Higgins : these were all embarked on board 
the brig of war, Pueyrredon, and sent down to 
the coast of Choco, where it was expected that 
they would shortly die, and where in fact the 
uncle of the Carreras did die ; but, contrary to 
tiie expectation and even the request of the 
Chilean government, that of Colombia received 
them as friends, and some of the exiles being 
officers, Bolivar incorporated them in his army, 
with a promotion ; for which act of justice 
he never had any reason to comjdain. The 
fluctuations in the designs of the government 
are well portrayed in the following letter £rom 
Lord Cochrane to the supreme director : 

** Most Ext Sir — Being at present indisposed 
widi a palpitation of my heart, which at timea 
afflicts me most severely, and which vrould be 
increased with a journey to Santiago, wMe I to 
mdertake it according to the request of the 
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government, I feel myself obliged to solicit an 
excuse; persuaded as I am, that the following 
exposition, which contains all that is necessary 
to remind you to reflect on what is past, and to 
anticipate what is to come, will be sufficient. I 
also hope that my exposition will be ascribed to 
the sincere desire that I have of serving your ex* 
oellency, to whose interests I am most sincerely 
attached, as being the august representative of 
the sacred cause of your country's welfare. 

'' Touching on what is past, you will do me 
the honour to recollect, that I recommended to 
you the indispensable necessity of removing 
among the seamen all kinds of distrust with 
respect to their pay and prize*money : the first 
of which they have not yet received, and of the 
second they have been totally defrauded ; your 
excellency promised me that they should be 
regularly paid, and that whatever prizes were 
taken should be entirely appropriated to these 
two objects ; the moiety belonging to the captors 
should be immediately distributed, and the 
other, appertaining to government, diould be 
applied to the payment of arrears, and equip- 
ment of the vessels of war. I am well aware of 
the lowness of your funds ; but having, accord- 
ing to your promise made to me, informed the 
crews, of the different vessels whatwouldbe 
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die ceurAe pHirmdd> the men expect a #ittlmeiit 
c^ the pronuse macie^ and wiU coBMder me to 
be the author of the deceptkm if they diacover 
that what ha» be^i promised to them i# apfdied 
to oAer purposes. Your exedleacy wfll aUo# 
me to asBwe you, that if I had aot supported 
the [m>mise made to the seameo, the real sqaa- 
droQ would not have now eseisted^ and that tf 
the promises are not fdlftlled> the s<{oadroa will 
now cease to exist* 

'^ Nothing is m<Mre difficult than to manage a 
mass of such hetepogeneous materials, as that of 
wMch the squadron is composed— ^men of dif- 
ftrent nations, manners, and religions^— meri 
whose suspicicms are easily alarmed^ and whose 
interests cannot be contradicted with impunity; 
ttey may be reconciled if ckily attended to, aiid 
mcorporated with those of the statb : but if tlntf 
is not done, they will become opposed to i» 
welfare. 

*' The experience which I acquired doring 
thie first cruize, conyinced me most completely, 
that in addition to the punctual payment of 
the crews, it was necessary for their heahb 
md comfort, as well as for the cieaoKnesa of 
the vessels, which contributes so mueh' ta 
these objects, that proper clothing and beds 
should be provided. With respect to the means 
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tor iprodinBg theae wticUs diemselTes, tiie po* 
y&Ay ^ some^ and t^e relaxed habits of otbers, 
W^ ohstocies, besides which tke ten^itotiocui 
met with nt Valparaiso, geaefally dcfurive them 
of the power before they lea^e the port. For 
Ihe acqwremeatiifthis desirable object, I made 
eeveral appHciitioQS to the diffecent departineDts 
of the govermnent^ requestiDg that such arti* 
cles m%ht be purchased and jdistributed to the 
crews, accordifig to the practice obserf^ in ail 
iNaval cottfitnes. The treasury not beiDg able 
to pay the value of the aiticks, this was done 
with part of tjbe prize-inottey takim daring the 
eruize ; at the same time that the money so em- 
ployed ought to have been applied to the pay- 
iMut of the captoirs of the Monleznma; and 
lAtboiugh frequent applications have been made, 
this, like the debts of the crews of the squadron^ 
has iiever yet been attended to ; but, on the 
CQdtrary, such sums as were destined, according 
to the promise of your excellency, to the sole 
purpose of liquidating such debts, have been 
applied to ctfher purposes, while part of the 
seamen who have fulfilled their contract, are 
wajiideriag about the streets in a state of despair; 
others, naked and clsrmorous, remain on board ; 
the invalids ajre bulging alms, and all are curs- 
ing the authors of their misfortunes. The result 
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of this conduct on the part of the government 
\B, even at present, that not only the seamen 
and soldiers, but even some of the officers, avail 
themselves of every opportunity to dispose of 
prize goods, as well as of the naval stores be- 
longing, to the vessels of the squadron; and 
when they are discovered, the infliction of 
punishment }s prevented by their alleging that 
they neither receive pay nor prize-money, and 
that they despair of ever receiving either. 

" On my return from the first cruize, your 
excellency will also be pleased to recollect, that 
I reported the necessity of marking each bar- 
rel, or package of provisions, with the weight 
or quality which it contained ; making the pur- 
veyor responsible both for the quantity and 
quality of the contents, in order to prevent all * 
t^inds of fraud ; because, from the purser's re- 
ports, I should then have been able to know for 
what period the squadron was victualled. I was 
compelled to make this request, because I found 
that the purveyor had reported at the commis- 
sariate that he had delivered twenty-one quintals 
of beef to the Independencia, when in feet only 
eleven had been received. Thus the state was 
charged with the value of ten quintals which 
had not been delivered, for the purpose of filling 
the purse of an impostor^ whose nefarious con- 
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duct might have frustrated the object of our 
expediticm, or even have involved part of the 
squadron in inevitable ruin. For the purpose 
of counteracting such iniquitous proceedings, 
no order has, as yet, been issued, nor am I 
authorised to correct such as punishable crimes. 
" On my return to Valparaiso, after the 
first cruize, I hoped to find the manufacture of 
rockets completed, according to the promise of 
the government, made to me before I sailed; 
but I found that even die manufactory was not 
finished ; that notwithstanding the various soli- 
citations made by the late Lieutenant-colonel 
Charles, for the necessary materials, that these 
were retained, or denied through jealousy, or 
some other criminal motive; this might have 
, involved the whole of the squadron in complete 
ruin, had the forces arrived at Callao, which 
were expected from Spain. As it was, the 
operations of that expedition became a reproach 
to the officers and crews employed in it, and 
allowed the enemy to call it imbecility in them, 
and ignorance of their undertaking; but, in rea- 
lity, the neglect or treachery lay iif those ap- 
pointed by your government to construct those, 
missiles, on whose speculations the persons em- 
ployed in the expedition were induced to rely. 
The unexpected result of this expedition oblig- 
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^ iM to raise the Uockade^ to the appanot 
disgrace and poaiiive iitjary el the laiereat of 
the squadron ; although it had been deatnied 
for^he purpoae of coatettdiag with the eutmy 
before a re-union coiM be effected faetwees the 
vessels in Oallao, wd the expected reinfoorce* 
went from Spain. 

'' My orders were limited to impractscabk 

operations, by the concttrrence of unexpeeted 

aceidentjB, which deprived me of destroying at 

once the force of the enemy in the PadAc. Our 

provisi<Hais were exhausted ; the ships of war had 

neither rice, cocoa, sugar, wine, spirits, nor any 

substitute for those articles ; with the addition 

of a considerable number of sick oo boavd. Itt 

this dilei&ina, it was once my intention to return 

to Valparai6o; but not wishing to provdce the 

indignation of your excellency, and bring down 

condign punishment on those persons who had 

been the cause of this state of the squadron, I 

determined on taking from the enemy at Pisco 

spirits, wine, and otber necesnries^ although 

my orders expressly forbade such a procedtfe^ 

I being limited by them to take only water, and 

that in a case of necessity. But the govern** 

ment of Chile itaadvertently believed that foreign 

seamen would be content with putrid water, 9 

short allowance of beef and bcead^ a total want 
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of wmBf or grc^ when they weie ob an enemy a 
eoMt^ where those articles migltf be proeared 
IB sbofldaoee* 

^ On benign infioraied diat the Spanish fii* 
gate hi Pnieba had sailed for the Pund» and 
tiiat she was the only vessel of the expedition 
which had doubled the Ciqpe, I again found 
myself either obliged to abandon the attempt to 
captni e hev, or to take upon myself the respon* 
gftility of violating my instnictionsy by tiddng 
p^visions from the enemy on the coast of Peru. 
I determined oa the latter, and although a large 
quantity of cotton^ tobacco, rice, sugar, and 
«ther valuable articles, bekmgi»g to Spaniards, 
were ^Uected at Santa, they were all abandon- 
ed for the purpose of followii^ the enemy with 
all possible despatch; although I was fiilly con* 
Tinced, and still remain so, that nothing is 
obtained by excluding the enemies of liberty 
from eoBtributing to stippcrt the defenders of 
80 just a cause;— fi»^ the purpose of exacting 
^m them the v^hcle of the sacrifice. 

^' Yomr excellency must be completely sa« 
tisfled, that our efforts in the river of Ouayaquil 
to take the Proeba were rendered nugatory by 
the want of soldiers; there I requested that 
they might co-operate with the squadrcHi, when 
the efforts of ^e squadron alone were of little 
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avail ; my request was opposed ; but why the 
opposition was made, or on what principles it 
was founded, I am totally ignorant, uid more so 
o£ the reasons that exist for communicating such 
strange determinations of the supremacy to 
any one except myself; because, if any difficul* 
ties presented themselves in what I had the 
honour to propose to your excellency, why 
was I not requested to explain them, and to do 
away with what were accounted obstacles ; but 
the conduct observed implies a want of confi- 
dence in my knowledge, as to the proper ap{di- 
cation of such a force, or a conviction on the 
part of my opponents in your councils, that they 
could not support their opposition, because their 
arguments are founded on unsound principles* 
Perhaps what took place at Paita may have been 
quoted by some of your senators, who did not 
recollect the assurance given by the flags of 
truce which I sent in, that nothing, except the 
property of the king of Spain, would be touch- 
ed. The enemy fired on the flag, and now, al- 
low me to ask, if I had any other alternative^ 
than, like a coward, to submit to such an insult 
offered to the flag of Chile, or permit the in- 
dignant and provoked soldiers to obliterate th# 
outrage ? 

" When I had the honour to see your exoel- 
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lency hBt, at Santiago, a plan was established, 
and as I then believed, a secret one, the only 
persons present being your excellency. General 
San Martin, and the minister of marine ; this to 
my utter astonishment, soon became as public 
as if it had been given to the gazette, or the 
town crier ; the detail was in the possession of 
every speculator, who calculated solely on his 
private gain. I was ordered to equip the trans- 
ports Aguila, Begona, Dolores, and Xeresana, 
and my orders for the accomplishment of this 
<d[>ject were scarcely issued, when I was offici- 
ally informed, that these being prize vessels, 
were to be sold immediately ; and the orders 
given by the government to me were unexpect- 
edly abolished, for the purpose of placing the 
fate of the expedition in the hands of mercantile 
speculators, who to the present moment have 
only finished the equipment of one vessel, which 
juBM been allowed to sail from this port, when 
declared under an embargo ; and this for the 
purpose of conveying merchandize belonging to 
one of the contractors to Coquimbo. This hap- 
pened at the very moment when I was assured 
that the expedition was about to be verified. 
This conduct of the government most positively 
evinces that a mercantile speculator enjoys more 
of the confidence of the supreme authority than 
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I ittve ihe hanoiur to desenre* I bad gufatcq imt 
orders for the San Martin to Bail, imd to crtii« 
<)ff Talcahnano, she being (he only efikdent Tea- 
sel of warmValpafaiBo; that the Moatezoaa 
should sail for Qalko for the purpose of obtati»- 
ing a correct account of the state of the enemjr; 
2Kzt that the Saa Martin filiould cnuoe in the 
«Dulh of this port I was shortly aiSberwoids 
informed, that instead of an expeditMsi of two 
.thomand men that shoald be ready to sail within 
£fleen days, tiiat one of four thoiunmd wtMdd he 
Toady within the same time ; this led me to iBr 
jspBct the navsd preparations made by the csi»- 
tractors, which I found to consist af one new 
iq^ed ship. { next visited the provisioi stov^ 
wid found there no preparations whateTer; 
there was not ei^en a sufficient <}uantity for 
the consomptitm of the crews of the vessels of 
war for oee month. 

^' These cincumstaftces, and mstny otiier 
similar ones, oblige tte to adopt a line of con* 
<duct which my d«ty to your excellency, to the 
Stsrtes, and to myself, mest imperiomly ffte^ 
scribes ; this is, to soticft yovr aooeptanoe of 
the importsmt -commission wkSi whidi I have 
been honoured, and which I now beg leave to 
sesign» 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SOOTH AMBMCA. Ml 

^^ I lave detailed some of the oikotives which 
tobUge me to abandon the service of a state, ie 
which I have been so highly honoured, partfi- 
cnlarly by your excellency ; but my firm coa- 
viction is, that if I agree to the tardy and proh 
crastinated measures of the government, I 
shall make myself tacitly instrumental in for* 
warding that ruin which cannot but be the 
result of the plans of the advisers of your 
excellency. 

" Allow me to offer to your excellency, &c. 
—Valparaiso, May 14th, 1820.'* 

The official answer to this note consisted 
of a mere list of excuses from the minister 
of marine, indicating any thing but the real 
cause of the inconsistency of the government; 
indeed, the real cause was enveloped in mys- 
tery for a considerable time afterwards. How- 
ever, the determination of Lord Cochrane^ 
not to continue in the command of the squad- 
ron unless that part of the management of 
it which was not under his control was 
placed on a better footing, seemed to rouze 
the government from the state of apathy 
which they now began to perceive would 
soon lead to a state of imbecility. 

O^Higgins and San Martin addressed pri- 
vate letters to his lordship, begging his con- 
voii. III. 2 I 
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timianoe in the comoiaiid of the naTid forces 
€f Chile, and assuring him, that the most 
active measures would be immediately adopts 
ed for the realisation of thr grand expedition; 
^he soGcess of which, they were weH aware, 
depended in many very material pohits on the 
character and efforts of Lord Ooefarane. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



L«dCicii«uMMdChilflMiO0«MaMdU....Pf«ftra^ M^ikdmU 

P6r«,...«...G«ptam Sfrj.,^k..,,Omi[^ ^ m ai ti bj Hie Adntral af^tlMt 

Captaia Gium. Lord Cochrane throws up his Coniiiis^*. I^etten 

ft«aaeCepirfwMid0flktl»4^.MCTiiiiailiiiii Mittnedhy fteCgfi^^ 
^....Ofk mtAt by fiui ^uiim to the Foreign SeaBMi..^..Bfld»ii«lk» 

of Troops lor Pflni.-...Aniioaiiceiiieiit of......Sei]iiig of the ExpefitioQ 

Verse 4C the Sq^idtoon. 

XtfOft^ Cod^-aoe, whose whole $011! ww 6»* 
gaged i& the total emaneipatioDof the Spaniih 
bokMues» deairous of contributing to the acqaio 
aitton of thia iaterestiAg objact^ renftsaiuaad 
the coatmand of the squadron, relying on the 
Mfihnent of thepromiaes tnade by the govern- 
nant of. Chile, supported by the guarantee of 
General San Martin ; who, however extraordi^ 
aary it may appear, pledged himself not only 
to saaetion but also to fulfil the piomisea made 
by a goyemoiantin whose empiop he was himself 
engaged* 

, The suprraie director, ia the naoie of the 
f epublic, again made to Lord Cochrane a denft- 
tlom of an estale in the province of Coftoept^ooi 
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as a token of gratitude for those important ser- 
vices which the country had received from him; 
this was again rejected, and his Lordship, wish- 
ing to give an unequivocal proof of his attach- 
ment to the country, and of his intention to 
establish his residence in it; purchased an 
estate called Quintero, about eight leagues to 
the nmrthward of Valparajsa Oa visitiag 
Quintero, Lord Cochrane: examined the bay 
eaUed jde la Herradun, and made a sepoct to 
the government, accompanied with a plan, 
stating that this harbour had many advantages 
which that of Valparaiso did not possess ; he 
Mticited that it might became an ettabUskmeot 
lor the veMeh '<^ war belonging to the ^stato^ 
poiatad oat many important results that wofold 
accompany the adc^ticNn of such a plan, with iat» 
pect io the discipline, order and regulatba of the 
sqoftdron ; and concluded with an offer to die 
state, of all the land that might be necessary 
"for an arsenal and general marine depdt; 
when, to his utter astonishment, the answer to 
this signal generosity and sacrifice of private 
property, for the good of the service, was a 
notification, that '' in consideration of the pe* 
caliar advantages of the harbour of Henradura, 
and the ' estate of Quintero, advantages of tha 
highest importance to Chiles Lord Coduraoe » 
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ovdered .iiot to:c0ntiiiue any improvoMiits oa 
the 'Said estate^ as they will not be paid feat 
by the state, to .whom Quintero and HenoH 
dnjra:are declared to appertain, on conditka 
that Lord Cochrane shall be paid by the state 
the porebase money, and improvements nrnde.*^ 
This blow affected Lord Cochrane .more tbaa 
any other whidi the government coidd have 
given him ; at a mMnent when he had. been eii# 
treated to continue in the command of the squsr* 
dixm, and an estate in the comitry had ibeen 
presented to him, when he became the propria*^ 
tor. of another, by purchase, wishing to conviboe 
all parties that he adojkted Chile as jiis .hoiM^ 
he tacitly received an order to abandon svLck 
ideas. His lordship immediately addressed to 
the supreme director an answer to this unea> 
pected notification^ which produced an apology^ 
and an .assurance that the proceedings were 
foonded on the old Spanish laws, which as yet 
had.not been repealed ; and that the notificatioa 
rested only on ih^ vista JUcal, the solicitude of 
the attorney. general. It was very appaient„at 
this time, that something was brewing ia the 
.Chilean government; but it was impossible 
either to comprehend the matter, or to foresee 
^he effect; all parties seemed to endeavour te 
' i^onciliafte, the. good will of the AdmiraJ^ |[et 
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ooeorred daily, ivUch ttaiei to aK^ 
esate hka even from tlie cause d the ocumtry ; 
aad althoofb^ upon inqoiry, the niMt politt 
CKOiaes were given, ajMl apok^gies often teft* 
dered, yet some busy hand seemed always td 
be Mi^loyed in fisedtng the flame of provocttkm 
and mischief. 

Nothing bat the active prepaiations of the 
gofernment for the grand expedhioD to Peru, 
and the repeated solicitations of General San 
ftfartin, would have prevented Lofd Cocbnno 
ftom resigning the command of the squadnoi 
md of embarking for England. 8aa Martin 
visited the port of Valpamso in Jane^ far the 
purpose of inspecting the traniqfMirts; and the 
tvoops began to move from dmr encampmsnts 
at Raneagua to QuiUota, tweke leagues irom 
Valparaiso, for the purpose of embarking* 
Bvery tiling appeared at first to contribute to^ 
wards tiie accomplishment of this most impop* 
tent object, and all persons cooicemed to not in 
«mison> as if animated by one spirit, that of ex<- 
tending to Peru the happiness enjoyed by CSUie, 
the fruit of her emancipation from the Spamirfi 
)f6ke. At this period, quite unexpected by all 
eoncemed. Captain Spry was promoted to the 
tank of Gapitan de Fiigata, and appofaited flag 
captain to Lord Oochrane, at. the same thus 
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that kii knUfaip lad Mfiehed the appoiatiMift 
of Captain Crosbie ; andto addtothit iitegidar 
pfoceeding* the miiiister o£ marine infMriMd 
Mi lofdsliipt that altboiig^ Don Tomas Croafait 
bad held the ccnnmand of the Araacano, and 
had been treated as a captain^ and addrsMed aa 
each by the government, that at yet he had net 
reoeived a conmiisaion appeinting him to Ihat 
nsk, nor was he as such placed on the narf 
list. His lordship was also informed^ that the 
appointment of Captain 8pry must be acceded 
to* This order receired from the Admiral a po^ 
aitive denial, and he wrote in answer, that 
Captain S{Mry should never tread the quarter^ 
deck of the flag^riup as captain of her, so long 
as he held the oommand of the squadron ; not 
because his lordship had any personal objectioii 
to Captam Spry, but because he woidd not 
eonaent to any encroadunent on dio pmitegea 
he enjoyed as admiial and comrnaodet iai 
chiefs 

This affidr was stated by Cochrane to Satf 
Martin, who merdy anawered, it diatt be as 
you choose, serm camo V. fukru, and on the UA^ 
lowing moniiag Crosbie was appointed ia|t 
0aptaiB» and Spry ordered to continue in ^ 
command of the C^alvarsno. Scaredy had this 
matter bew thus adjusted, whenLord OaehraM 
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was obliged to: place Captain Guise of die Lau- 
tapro under, aa arrest, , and to forward to^ the gb- 
'vemjnent charges against him, requesting that he 
might be tried by a court-martial; The charges 
^irere for repeated acts of neglect of duty and in- 
Mibordination ; they were arranged under thir-^ 
toen heads, finishing with, ''endeavouring in 
the various acts of disobedience herein men- 
tioned to set at defiance, and bring into con- 
tdmpt the authority of his superior officer, the 
CK>tnmander in chief, in the execution of hid 
duty, to th€i; subversion of discipline, and in 
violation of the articles of ^ar on the foregoing 
heads, made and provided." This . act of the 
admiral astonished the government ; the princi- 
pal part of whidi was now. at Valparaiso, for 
the- pui'paBe: of fwwarding as much as possible 
Ae Equipment of the Expedition. It met i/^ith 
tkeir most determined, opposition, and* after 
some very warm correspondence, the following^ 
note was addressed by his lordship to the mi- 
nister of marine': — • 

" Sir, — ^The apparent determination of the 
•ttpreitoacy to support a junior officer in the' 
oommjission of the most outrageous breaches of 
hiS: public duty, and of acting not only contrary' 
but in direct oppositicmr to the orders com-' 
mwieated to him. by his comm&nder in chieff^ 
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not only encourages his dereliction from diity, 
and is a precedent of. the most pernicious cha- 
racter for the imitation of others, but brings my ^- 
authority into contempt, and renders my exer- 
tions in the service of the republic nugatory. * I 
have nothing to add at present to what I have 
already stated to you, except that you will 
place in the hands of his excellency the supi'eme 
director my resignation of the command of the 
squadron of Chile, and express to him my sin- 
cere wish, that, whoever maybe appointed to 
supersede me, his endeavours to serve the 
cause of liberty in the new world may be 
crowned with greater success than mine have 
been ; and that he may be better qualified to 
preserve that discipline in the squadron which id 
not only essentially necessary, but indispens^ 
ably requisite, for the honour of himself, the 
success of his operations, and the welfare of the^ 
cause he serves. I have to request you wilt 
inform me at the earliest period of the accept- 
ance of my resignation, that I may order my 
flag to be struck, as also, whether it would be 
agreeable to the present views of the supreme 
government that I should continue to reside as 
a citizen of Chile, among those persons who, 
after having exerted themselves in the support 

of her sacred cause, have retired to enjoy the 
VOL. II r. 2 K 
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fruits of their labouvs; if not, I request permis- 
fitoD to leave the country ; and my passport Qonr 
9titutuig my ultimate request^ I remain, ftc."" 

" Cochrane.'^ 

" Valparaiso, July 16th, 1820." 

Tbie first tender of his commissioo .which 
Lord Cochrane made was unexpectedly kept 
a profound secret by the government ; indeed 
at that time the greatest danger would have at- 
tended a disclosure of the matter ; the greater 
part of the foreign seamen were unpaid, and the 
natives, both seamen and marines, were more 
clamorous on this head than the foreigners^ and 
all seemed determined on some desperate pro- 
ceeding, if their claims were not directly satis- 
fied. The present act of the commander in 
chief became known immediately ; and the fbl* 
h)wing invitation was on the 17th laid on the 
capstern-head of the flag- ship : 

** It is reported that Ix)rd Cochrane, wea- 
ried out by the illiberal treatment of the gov- 
ernment, has at last been forced to resign the 
command of the squadron, because their jealous 
policy no longer enables him to hold it with 
honour to himself or benefit to the state. 

*' It is requested that all who feel them- 
selves attached to his lordship, or who are 
aware how much the honour, safety, and 
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fKrT£R£8T, mft only of the naVy, bcit of the 
state of Chile, depend 00 his coatinuing in the 
command, will to-day meet oa board the Inde- 
peadencia, at one o'clock, for the purpose of 
taking into consideration what steps it may be 
most proper to adopt." 

On the 18tb, Lord Cochrane received the 
following letter from the captains of the fleet, 
which received the subjoined answer: 

" My Lord, — It being very currently re- 
ported, and generally believed, that your loixl- 
fibip has resigned the command of the squadron 
of Chile, and as our views are so closely con- 
nected with those of your lordship, we beg 
leave tnost respectfully to solicit your informa- 
tion on this subject (Signed.) Robert Forster, 
W. Wilkinson, Cladins Charles, T. Saekville 
Crosby, James RaiAsey/' 

"Gentlemen, — I have been favoured with 
your letter of this date, and assure you, that 
whether I remain in the command of the squa- 
dron or not, is a matter of perfect indifference 
80 far as I am personally concerned. 

** My object in proceeding from England to 
this quarter of the globe was to promote the 
furtherance of liberty and independence, more 
than any private object, or to promote the views 
of otters inconsistent therewith. 
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*' I have only to add, that mj' desire is to be 
permitted to surrender the command of a squa- 
dron which I can no longer hold with benefit to 
the state nor credit to myself, since the orders 
which appeared necessary to be given, and the 
limited powers vested in me, are disobeyed with 
impunity, and not only disobeyed, but made 
the objects of persevering scorn and ridicule, 
by persons who ought to be under my authority, 
•but who for their personal views wish by insi- 
nuations, falsifications, and detraction, to over- 
throw all that stood in the way of their vain 
ambition. Under this impression, I tendered 
my commission to the government three days 
ago, but am ignorant of the result, which I ex- 
pect, however, to learn to-morrow. Believe me, 
gentlemen, with feelings of gratitude for your 
anxious inquiries on the subject, yours, ftc." 

" Cochrane." 
**,My Lord, — ^Your lordship's reply to our 
letter has created feelings of the deepest regret 
in our breasts, and it behoves us to act in a 
manner which will stamp our characters, not 
only as true patriots, but as men looking up to 
your lordship, as the only man capable of com- 
manding the naval forces of Chile with effect, 
against the enemies of liberty and independence. 
We, the undersigned, have come to the reso- 
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kition of resigning the commbsions we respec- 
tively hold in the service of Chile ; we have 
therefore to request that your lordship will be 
pleased to acquaint us with the result as soon as 
you are aware that the government of Chile 
have accepted your resignation of the command 
of the squadron. 

" We avail ourselves of this opportunity of 
expressing our confidence in your lordship's 
talents, and our determination to act hand in 
hand with your lordship ; in doing which, we 
are persuaded that we are most effectively and 
faithfully serving the Republic of Chile, and 
acting honestly and sincerely towards you, our 
commander in chief." Signed by the same five 
captains. The only two who did not sign it were 
Guise and Spry. On the same day, the eigh- 
teenth of July, the following was addressed to 
his lordship, by the officers of the squadron : 

** My Lord, — ^The general discontent and 
anxiety which your lordship's resignation has 
occasioned among the officers and others of the 
squadron afford a strong proof how much the 
ungrateful conduct of the government is felt 
among those serving under your command. 

** The officers, whose names are subscribed 
to the inclosed resolutions, disdaining longer to 
nerve under a government which can so soon 
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have forgotten tlie importabt serrioes rendend 
to tke state, or treat wtih indignity a cbartfcter 
the most implacable of the enemies of bis tywm 
country have been forced to respect, beg leave 
to put into your hands their commissions, Mai 
to request you will be so kind as to forward 
them to the minister of marine for the states 
At the same time that we are thus forced to 
withdraw ourselves from the service, our 
warmest wishes continue to be offered up, not 
mily for the prosperity and liberty of the coua- 
try, but that of the whole world. 

*\ We pray your Lordship all health and 
happiness, and have the honour to remain, Sec"! 
(Signed by twenty* three commissioned officers^) 

*' Resolutions entered into at a meeting of 
4he lijratenants, and othef officers of the same 
da88» belonging to the squadron of Chile, held 
on board the Independencia, the eighteenth of 
Jijdy, 1820, for the purpose of taking into con* 
fiideration the resignation of the commander ia 
chief: 

** Resolved, that the honoua, safety and 
INTEREST of the navy of Chile entirely rest oa 
the abilities and experience of the present com* 
mander in chiefs 

''That as the feelings of.unbounded coufidenoe 
and respect which we entertain for the present 
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commander in chief cannot b6 transferred to 
-amftber, tbey have induced us to come to the 
resolotion o( resignit^g our commissions, and of 
transmitting the same to government, through 
the hands of the Admiral. 

'* That our eom missions shall be Accompanied 
by a letter, expressive of our sentiments, signed 
by all those whose commissions are inclosed. *" 
(Signed by the same twenty^hree officers as 
the foregoing letter.) 

Although his lordship was convinced of the 
inability which the whole expedition would la- 
bour under should his resignation be accepted, 
he stiH left the government at liberty to act 
(EUseording to their own discretion. Is the pub* 
lie duties on board the vessels of war no re- 
laxation took place; (he preparations were 
carried on with the same alacrity, and the unre- 
mitting attention of the conrmander in tihief to 
their speedy equipment suffered no dimitiutton ; 
the determination of the captains and officers of 
the squadron was not forwarded to the gbrem- 
ment, lest the threatening danger might force 
them to adopt a melisure contrary to their 
wishes; however, as some of the captains and 
officers had' not joined the others in their 
MsolutnoBs, and were aware of their proceed- 
ing9> the government sood became acquaaited. 
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with the whole transaction, and General San 
Martin, on the night of the 19th, when in c<m- 
versation with Lord Cochrane, expressed his 
astonishment and disapprobation of the pro- 
ceedings of the government, and pretended tp 
be totally ignorant of what had taken place. 
This assertion was entirely void of truth, as was 
proved on the following night, when he said, 
that '' he only wanted to be convinced how £iir 
the supreme director would allow a party spirit 
to oppose the welfare of the expedition." It 
was moreover corroborated by the subsequent 
conduct of this chief. San Martin concluded 
on the 19th, by saying, '' well, my lord, I am 
general of the army, and you shall be admiral 
of the squadron; bien, mi lard, yo say general 
del exercita, y V. sera almirante de la esfuadraJ^ 
After this expression. Lord Cochrane shewed 
to him the letters he had received from the 
captains and officers, at which San Martin was 
very much astonished, for he was not aware 
of the positive determination of those indi- 
viduals not to continue their important and 
indispensable services, except under the com^* 
mand of their present admiral ; a deterroina* 
tion v?hich was certainly as honourable to 
themselves, as it was fraught with danger to 
the government and to the state. San Martin 
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aeked Lord Cochrane if he woald consent to the 
suspension of the arrest of Captain Guise, and 
delay his trial to a future and more convenient 
time, should such be the request of the govern- 
ment ; to which his lordship assented, on con- 
dition that the supremacy should confess that 
die accusations furnished and charges exhibited 
were just, and that the conduct of Captain Guise 
was highly reprehensible, as being not only pre* 
judicial to the necessary discipline of the squa- 
dron, but in every other point of view inju- 
rious to the general cause of America. In 
consequence of this agreement, the admiral 
received on the twentieth^ the following official 
note from the government : 

" My Lord, — At a moment when the services 
of the naval forces of the state are of the high- 
est importance, and the personal services of 
your lordship indispensable,the supremacy with 
the most profound sentiments of regret has 
received your resignation, which, should it be 
admitted, would involve the future operations 
of the arms of liberty in the new world in cer- 
tain ruin, and ultimately replace in Chile, your 
adopted home, that tyranny which your lord- 
ship abhors, and to the annihilation of which 
your heroism has so greatly contributed. 
. His excellency the Supreme Director com- 
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mandfi tne to inform your lordship, which I haV« 
the honour of doing, that sliould you persist ia 
resigning the command of the squadron, which 
has been honoured by bearing your flag, the 
cause of terror and dismay to our enemies, and 
of glory to all true Americans ; or should the 
government unwisely admit it, thid would be 
indeed a day of universal mourning in the new 
world ; the government, therefore, in the name 
of the nation, returns you your commission, 
soliciting your re-acceptanoe of it, for the fur- 
therance of that sacred cause to which your 
whole soul is devoted. 

** The supremacy is convinced of the neces- 
sity which obliges your lordship to adopt the 
measures which placed Captain Guise of the 
Lautaro under an arrest, and of the justness of 
the charges exhibited against this officer of the. 
state ; but being desirous of preventing any 
delay in the important services on which the 
ships and vessels of war are about to proceed^^ 
it is the pleasure of his excellency the supreme 
director, that the arrest of Captain Guise be 
suspended, as well as his trial by a court^mar* 
tial on the charges exhibited, which will re* 
main in the archives of the marine department, 
to be postponed till the first opportunity which 
does not interfere with the service of the squa- 
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droD, 80 important as at the present epoch. — 
'(Signed) Jose Yguacio 2^nteno, minister of 
marine. Valparaiso, July 20th» 1820.'' 

Lord Cochrane immediately discharged 
Captain Guise from his arrest by the following 
note : 

" Whereas certain charges had been exhi- 
bited by the commander in chief, touching the 
condnct of Martin Greorge Guise, of the C. S. S. 
Lantaro ; and whereas his excellency the Su- 
preme Director has been pleased to order, that 
^ investigation of the same by court-martial 
riiall be suspended, in order to prevent delay in 
the important services on which the ships and 
vessels of war are about to proceed : it is the 
pleasure of his excellency, signified to me under 
his sign-manual, that the said Captain Martin 
€reorge Guise shall be replaced in the command 
of the Lautaro, and (as in justice due) shall be 
deemed innocent of the said charges during the 
suspension of his trial. 

"July 24th, 1820. (Signed) Cochrane.^ 

Oa the same day his lordship returned the 
commissions to the diffSSrent officers^^ with let- 
ters addiiessed to them, thanking them for their 
personal marks of esteem and support in the 
perform jtnce of an unpleasant public duty, and 
assuring them, that he was convinced that their 
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conduct had been governed by their zeal for the 
true interests of the public service. 

I consider any comment on these extraordi- 
nary proceedings unnecessary at present^ as the 
spirit which dictated them will become too 
visible to be mistaken in the course of these 
pages. Had General San Martin observed a 
different line of conduct to that which marked 
his operations in Peru, when he could not shield 
himself by any specious pretext, importing that 
they were regulated by a superior authority, or 
that they emanated from a source over which he 
had no direct control, the government of Qiile 
might have been considered the authors; where- 
as, they were only the agents of the machinations 
6{ the general in chief of the expedition, who 
foresaw, that in Lord Cochrane he should have 
a rival, to whose merits South America could 
not be blind : he also knew, that the opinions 
of his lordship in council would not be over* 
awed by those of a superior, be biassed by 
hope or fear, nor be led away by subservien- 
cy : however, his excellency expected to be as 
implicitly obeyed as a Dey of Algiers, and as 
universally flattered as a Sultan of the East; and 
to those two over«ruling passions may be attri- 
buted part of the disgrace of his administration 
in Peru. 
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The following announcement appeared in 
the last number of the Censor on the tenth 6f 
July : 

'' To-day the staff officers of the liberating 
army leare Santiago for Valparaiso. We 
have authentic advices, that the expedition 
will leave that port for its destination on the 
twenty-sixth of the present month. The pre- 
sence of the supreme director and of the gene- 
ral in chief has given in Valparaiso a most 
extraordinary impulse to the last preparations. 
At all events, the sun of August will behold 
the expedition on its march. Valparaiso is at 
this moment the most interesting point in Ame- 
rica: it contains as in outline her destiny : the 
time will arrive in which its name will be the 
register of the most renowned epoch of our 
history. The army anxiously awaits the mo- 
ment to embark on the Pacific, and to present 
a spectacle entirely new, a spectacle which has 
never been seen since the Continent was laved by 
its waters. Happy are those who shall partake 
of this enterprize ! their lot shall be the envy 
of all those whom the love of glory inspires 
with a passion for great designs. Follow me 
in the palh of my fame. Equal my deeds in 
the war." 
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A new difficulty unexpectedly presented 
itself, and Aviiich tbe government at first thought 
beneath their consideration — the want of foreign 
seamen in the vessels of war. The delay on the 
part of the presidency in the fulfilment of their 
contract had weaned this ckss of individuals 
from the service of the state ; that great stimu* 
lus to exertion, prize-money, had been and 
was witheld, and despair instead of confidence 
hid been so ripened in dieir breasts, that al- 
though many were unemployed and wandering 
about the streets of Valparaiso, few vrould 
enter themselves at the r^idezvous opened for 
this purpose. The evil began to be most se- 
riousi and tbe supremacy consulted the admiral 
if coercion ought not to be used ; but this in- 
sinuation met with just opposition (vom his 
lordship ; he expressed to the government his 
total abhorrence of impressment, and stated to 
them, that such a proceeding would also meet 
with the lawful opposition of the senior British 
officer then in the port. Captain Sherriff would 
be compelled by his duty to interfere in the 
protection of British seamen, however interest- 
ed he might personlly feel himself in the cause 
of liberty and the views of Chile, which it was 
well known to every individual acquainted with 
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tiie sentimentB of Captain Sherriff, he regarded 
M of the first -magnitude. 

The day destined for the embarkation of the 
troops approached, still the vessels of warw^q 
deficient in dieir complement of seamen, and 
ttKMse who could not remain ashore preferred to 
serve in the transports, in which service greater 
pay was offered than in the squadron. Genend 
San Martin being convinced that the most 
energejtic measures were necessary tp mim the 
vessels of war, subjoined his name to a pn>* 
clamation dictated by Lord Cochrane, stating, 
among other things — *' on my entry into Lima, 
I will punctually pay to all such foreign seamen 
who shall voluntarily enter the service of Chile, 
leaving the port of Valparaiso in the vessels of 
war belonging to the state, the whole arrears of 
tiieir pay, to which I will also add to each indi- 
vidual according to his rank one year's pay over 
and above his arrears, as a premium or reward 
for his services, if he continue to fulfil his duty 
to the day of the stirrender of that city, and ita 
occupation by the liberating forces.'' 

This proclamation, with the subjoined sig- 
nature of Lord Cochrane, as a guarantee for the 
fulfilment of the promise, had the desired ef- 
fect, and the crews of the ships were immedi- 
ately completed. 
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On the twentieth of August the expeditkm 
left the port of Valparaiso. The following 
account of it was published by order of the 
goyemment : 

** The fortunate day to Chile has at length 
arrived ; a day on which^ by an extraordinary 
eflfort which almost elevates her above herself, 
she presents to both worlds an example of un- 
heard of constancy and pure patriotism. Never 
did any people exert themselves with greater 
energy, nor obtain such rapid progress in the 
brief space which Chile measures of real and 
stable emancipation. The liberating expedition 
which to-day leaves our port to re-establish 
independence, and diffuse civil liberty among 
the oppressed children of the ancient empire of 
the Incas, will be an imperishable testimony of 
this truth, and a monument as lasting as time 
itself, in the history of the age of achieve- 
ments. 

** A brief view of the successes which have 
paved the way to this memorable event will 
demonstrate to the most disinterested observer, 
the great and heroic sacrifices that it has cost. 
Chile abandoned to her own resources, without 
arms, without money* and without the other 
elements sufficient to oppose force to force, 
was burthened from 1813 with a desolating and 
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ferocioQS ^ar in her own territory, carried 
en to the degree of iavdving the whole of the 
country in its calamities. She succumbed 
for a moment; for her last resources which 
St some fbtorre period might give re-acttott 
to her social body seemed to fail ; the bewels 
of the country were torn to pieces by the im- 
placable fury of her enemies ; buC iti the midst 
ef these disasters, oppres8ed with the most 
dKreful tyranmy, and threatened with universal 
ruin, Chilean valour and coMtancy opened the 
path to that honour and glory, which in 1817 
erowned the army of Ae Andes, the restorer 
and preserver of Chile. The immortal action 
df Ghfltcabuco marked the epoch of the aggran- 
diiaement and prosperity of the republic. 

'' From that time the state and the govern- 
ment conceived the sublime object of advancing 
to the very throne of Spanish tyranny, the enor- 
mous weight of which oppressed Peru. They 
were aware that for the subversion of this cd^ 
lossal power, where, although it trembled, tto 
principles of motion still existed, which vomited 
hostilities among us — ^it must be sought for and 
destroyed in its origin. But exhausted of all 
the mesuis that could animate so arduous an 
enterprize, it was necessary thftt time, aud an 
unexampled decision should overcome these 
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great obstacles. Soldiers of all dasseswere 
formed, to constitute a national army. Arms 
and ammunition of air kinds were! purchased in 
almost indefinite quantities. Every resource was 
drained, and every effort employed to form a 
military dep6t, that should excite the attention 
even of Europe. 

*' In the mean time our territory was inun- 
dated with the disasters of war, as with a tor- 
rent. Her adverse fortune seemed to tiireaten 
with total ruin our very existence, till we ob- 
tained the renowned victory of Maypu; this 
victory cost us nearly as much blood as the un* 
fortunate result at Gahcha-rayada, when we 
lost a treasure in money and implements of 
war, now recovered. That triumpb was really 
and truly crowned with all the circumstances of 
a decisive action : but bur republic did not reap 
the benefit of our advantageous state. Our re- 
sources were annihilated; the greater part of 
private fortunes was ruined ; the capital was 
oppressed with an immense number of emi- 
grants, who had arrived even from the other 
side of the Biobio, searching for security within 
her walls. The enormous and inevitable ex- 
penses necessary for the preservation of a se- 
dentary army which occupied the centre of the 
state, and of a belligerent army employed in 
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the^south against the last, but desperate relict 
of our enemies, who were yet invincible under 
the protection of the fortifications of Talcahuano. 
These were the afflicting circumstances that 
pervaded Chile, and which would have made 
many others despair of saving the Patria, espe^ 
cially if they were not her children. Notwith- 
standing, to this unpromising epoch belongs 
the first intimation of the great enterprize of 
sending an expedition to Peru. We now saw 
the squadron appear, as if it had sprung from 
the waves, rather than as the results of human 
/efforts, attending to the absolute nullity of 
means by which we might procure its formation. 
We were without the necessary materials, des* 
titute of any ' relations with foreign states ; we 
had only oneport, where by extraordinary efforts 
something might have been effected, and this 
was blockaded ; and lastly, we were in absolute 
want of every thing but boldness and resolution. 
One vessel (the Lautaro) little better than a 
hulk, and manned in a moment by determined 
patriots rather than seamen, hoisted triumph- 
antly the national flag, and obliged our block- 
ading enemies, the national marine of Spain, to 
betake themselves to a shameful flight. A pro- 
4igious rapidity of circumstances favourable to 
our navy were the immediate results ; the ene- 
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Create M^ria Isi^l, ai»d $ev^fal trwsporta 
^oiQ Gadi^, seat to assist in deyaatation a0d 
^termioajtion, were captured; ia fine, oUr 
aavy obtained the domiqioa of the sea ffon 
Cr^ayaqtl^ to Chilaie, and deprived Spain «f 
Valdivia, hw most important bulwark in ths 
Pacific ocean. 

''Chile now cpnteinplated, not without am- 
prize, the progress of her operations ; but it wa* 
necessary to advance them with greater endea^ 
vours, for such were required at the altar of 
liberty. It was yet necessary to recruit troop% 
to re*equip the squadron, and to procure a larga 
quantity of materials, for the purpose of form- 
ing an expedition that should carry with it th€ 
necessary resources for a campaign of indeteiv 
mined (Juration. It was also necessary to stifle 
the machipations of some abarchists, who move 
iniquitous than the Gracchi or the CataliiiM, 
opposed obstacles almost insurmountable to die 
goverqment, in the transaction of tlie puMic 
business. 

'' At last all difficulties Were overcome, the 
desires of the virtuous have been fulfilled, and 
the nation has arrived at that pitdh of power And 
respectability, to which peiimps iioiie ever «r^ 
riyed up4er siipilar oireumatances. For tlie 
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most extcaordioary class ; there isoarcely «xiat$ 
a town, a river, or a valley in oar terntor j» 
wJikh hafi.DQt vibrated withthe report of casoiMi^ 
tt beeft the witness of some obstinate encowH 
ters ; but according to the opposition and defor- 
mity of the conflicts, the civic virtues of oar 
citizens have shone with greater b]ughtnes0» 
The most compromised personal services, dona* 
tions, and erogations from all classes have been 
so repeated, and so heroic, that it is impossible 
to transfer to paper the expression of their jwt 
irnkxe ; time will do that justice to us which is 
due to such marked and indelible actions of the 
most ardent patriotism. Our government would 
not have acted gratefully to its fellow- citizen^, 
kad it not prodaimed and published them to jall 
freemen ; because to such efforts the realization 
of the liberating expedition, whose description 
we have proposed to give, is due* 

*' After twelve or fifteen days had been em- 
ployed in embarking the necessary depdt of 
articles for the immediate service of the expedi* 
tion, it was announced in the general orders of 
the thirteenth inst., that the different corps of 
die army, inchiding the troops of the Andes and 
those of Chile, diould tegin to move .from their 
stteampment at QuiUota, and embark on the 
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eighteenth, as fcdlows: — ^At eight, ten, and 
twelre, a. m. ; and two and four, p. m., the 
regiments No. 7, 11, 5, and 4 of infantry, and 
the mounted casadores : on the nineteenth at 
eight, ten, twelve, a. m. the artillery, regiment 
No. 8, of infantry, and the mounted grenadiers ; 
the companies No. 6, of infiamtry, squadron 
Na 2, of dragoons, the companies of sappers, 
the workmen and implements ; the part of 
the beach between the castle San Jose and the 
arsenal was chosen for this purpose, as being 
the most convenient 

'* The spectacle presented by the diflferent 
bodies in the progressive order of their march 
was as interesting and imposing as was the &t- 
tfansiasm and joy of all concerned : the specta- 
cle was sublime, and every individual from the 
general in chief to the lowest of the sddiers 
seemed to rejoice. They had scarcely left the 
land of their birth, and which had been a grate- 
ful witness to their victories, when the sponta* 
neous and simultaneous shout was heard, ''Viva 
la Patria ! " " Viva la Libertad ! " was re-echoed 
by the spectators, and produced a most interest- 
ing, soothing, and consoling effect, the best 
prognostic of their future triumphs, which: were 
destined to fix the liberty of the south. 

On the nineteenth, at nine, a. m., the natiimal 
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lag of the republic was diaplayed: it was 
sahited by every battery and every y easel of 
war with twraty-ooe guns* At this time the 
Captain-general Doa Jose de San Martin visited 
4fte vessels of war and transports^ enlivening 
the jubilee of his brave soldiers. 

'^ To-day, the twentieth, the expedition 
weighed^and left the port in the following orden 
the flag ship, O'Higgins, with the hero of Val- 
divia on board, the commander in chief of the 
squadron, the Right Honourable Lord Coch- 
rwe (whose illustrious talents promise the moBt 
flattering results, as well with rec^^ect to the 
expedition, as the future glory of our navy) 
led the vai^^uard, with two other vessels of 
war. Then followed, in column, the trans-, 
ports, flanked by three other vess^ of war : 
the rear was closed by eleven gun-boats, fd- 
lowing the Independencia and San Martin, 
bearing the general in chief and his staff. 

*' These are the happy effects which order, 
constancy, and valour have achieved ; their pro- 
gress in a great measure is owing to the exist- 
ence of the squadron : its establishment, in- 
crease, and superiority over that of Lima is 
the result of firmness and boldness : Chile has 
the glory of owing this to herself, and may call 
it the child of her sacrifices, her resolution, and 
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ker valour. The tim& will come when Amerie* 
will offer to Gbite demovMrtratiotta o< her att;^ 
knowledgmeity and pay tn her Ifae hMiagv 
wktefc is due : this tkej will do in ratom ftM^ 
hM laudable and mefitoritiUd services^ becauM 
they, more directly thaa any oAers, lk«ve beeo 
aervieeable to the cominon^ welfare oi the Con- 
tinent. And should the fated be adver.se> evear 
in despite of every pt>olMdi»I;^y, sho^d the pM» 
dmis ej^peetatioas of this formidatyle estpeditio^ 
be diaappoiated, i^ither calumny, nor envy, itelP 
aH' the^ vidsahudea of linie wilt be sufficient W 
wvencb fwta us the glory of having realized the* 
aotost liberal project which the history of inlaat^ 
atates eau ppeaent. (Signed) Zenfeii^, Minister 
of war and marine/' 

The snpreme director of Chile, O'Siggind, 
addressed the following proclanfation to the 
liberatiBg aa'my, at tlie moment of sa^ngfrom^ 
Valparaiso^: 

'^ Solars, — I have repeatedly wi^nesaed 
yeaf courage, and know full well what may be 
eitpected from you in the most important eam-^ 
paign of the revolution. The general who 
commands you is the same who conducted yoa* 
to tftie fielid of battle at Charcabueo and Maypu ; 
i«mefl[iber what ye there ifid^ and thrak of Ae' 
glorioM destiny that awaits you. 
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^ SoUlers of the Andes! you gave liberty to 
dole ; go now to Peru, and enrol your names 
with the blood of its oppressors ! 

• '' Chileans ! your intrepidity, with that of 
the auxiliary troops, saved the Republic a se« 
cond time, in the action of the fifth of April ; 
go on in your career of glory, and deserve the 
gratitude . of the inhabitants of Peru, as you 
have ev«i that of your patria. 

''Expeditionary Army! march to victory; 
go and close the calamities of warfare, and seal 
the fote of rising generations — these are the 
wishes and the hopes of your friend and com- 
rade. (Signed) O'Higgins." 

The number of troops destined to die liber- 
ation of Peru was four thousand seven hundred ; 
fifteen thousand stand of arms were embarked 
for the purpose of raising troops in Peru, and 
the whole equipment was highly honourable to 
Chile, and truly the fruit of the most patriotic 
sacrifices. Chile, ten years before this memo- 
rable epoch, was considered as little more.thaa 
a province dependent on Peru,,ai]|d supported 
by the sale of her productions in the markets of 
this country ; her inhabitants were looked upon 
as ignorant boors, and the term huaco, the 
epithet given in Chile to the farmers and peo- 
ple who resided in the country, was synonymous 
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in Peru, wiUi locm, or bdoby ; but tlie sincere 
jmtriotism, the steady and unr^nitttng efforts^ 
and the undaunted Yabur of these people, tri- 
umphed after having resisted the efforts of 
the Spanish expeditions, soit both froim Pern 
ftnd the mother country. Having struggled 
under, and thrown off the yok^ of oppresskn 
fit home, they prepared a new offering at die 
altar of liberty, and united their persons and 
fcMTtunes to make Peru a partaker of that glo- 
rious state of freedom and independence whidi 
at the point of the bayonet they had won for 
themselves and their descendants. 

The naval force under the command of Lofd 
Cochrane^ consisted of^-* 

The fiigaeCTHiggiiif, flag d^p,«£ 4Bgimi. 

San Martin 64 

Lautaro 44 

y*M^T'^F ii 4 fit fi # •« 86 

brig Galvariao 18 

Araacano 16 

Pneyrredon 14 

Tliese had on board 1600 individuals, 624 
of '^om were foreign officers and seamen, 
chiefly English. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

or CTHIgi^ San Mw^m LordCodmBe, Lm H«if» md M<i^ia. 

gndo. Sailing of the Kxpedition, and airiTal at Piaoo J)ebarkatiQn 

O u c u r w i hMS atPiac(i...»..Coiond Arenalea, wttha^irionof the Army, 

waachM to .Aiva^'^»*TraofB anbarfc and preoaad la Aaom,-.mV9mn ai tka 
Rerolntioo of Gaa7aqiul.....,Captikra of the Spanish Private Eflaaanlda.-.- 
Anny g^oai domi to Haafrho««««MHflad Quartan at Hnatnra* 

]r Ew tliiDgs are more iriosome, or perhaps 
none more difficult, than to pourtray living 
characters, especially those of great men. 
Misapprehension, flattery, or odium, generally 
constitute the chiara obscura of the painting; 
however, as this task has at thi9 period of my 
Barrative become indispensable, I shall endea* 
vo^r to fulfil it with impartiality, hoping that 
at its conclusion my readers witt confess that 
tlie colours have not been carelessly selected, 
nor in any way misapplied. 
' Don Bernardo O'Higgins, the supreme dhrec* 
tor of Ohile, possesses a considerable share of 
real courage ; is resolute in executing a deter- 
flEdBation^ but tardy in Ibrming it; diffident of 
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his own abilities, he is willing to take advice 
from any one, but always incUned to consider 
the last as the best. Thus, without formung his 
plans on the judicious analysis of the counsels 
offered, by eschewing the good, and rejecting 
the evil, he has often been led into difficulties 
in his political administration. These waverings 
were highly injurious to the furtherance of 
Ohileah prosperity, wliich was, no doubt, die 
idol of his soul ; and this same want of deter- 
mination often produced evils of no less moment 
in the military department. His love of his 
country was doubtless sincere, and perhaps his 
earnest desire to be always right sometimes led 
hint ioto errors ; but in this case it is^ more just 
tp judge of the motivci or the cause, than of 
the aotion, or the effect The, establishment of 
the senada cMsulta was in itself a virtuous mea^ 
s^e ; but the expectation of finding fiye indiviK 
duals who should see ihe good of the country, 
Md die advancement of its true interests, 
through the same medium as. himself, was one 
of die virtuous mistakes of 0*Higgins, which 
placed him under the control of his own creai^ 
tores, and often retarded the execution of plans 
of vital importance to the state, and rendered^ 
their executioQ either abortive or nugatory. 
The private character of O'Higgins. 
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truly amiable. He was kind and condeadanding ; 
iqpparently more at home at his evening tertuliaa 
than when under the canopy of the Supreme 
Bireokorship. In the whole of his conduct it 
might be truly said, that 

^ E'en hiB vices lean'd to Tirtoe's side." 

Being the son of an Irishman, Don Ambrose 
Higgins, who died in the high situation of Vice- 
roy of Peru, he was passionately fond of the 
countrymen of his father, and I believe an Irish* 
man was never deceived in his expectations of 
support and protection in O'Higgins. . In short* 
liie character which a Chilean gave to me cott-* 
veys a very accurate summary of his general 
outline. *^ There is too much wax, and too little 
steel in his composition; however, there are 
few better, and many worse men than Den 
Bernardo." 

The character of General San Martin wili 
be best drawn from the conduct which he baa 
observed. He was first known while in a mili* 
tary capacity in Spain, where he served, as 
Edecan de Policia to General Jordan, with the 
nnk of Captain. At this time a majority be- 
came vacant, which he solicited <tf General 
Castanos, bat meeting with a lefusal, be abaa* 
4oDed Spain apd her c«ase, came over to Eng- 
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^fffki, lAmst he took afai|>piiig add praciseded to. 
ihienos Ayres ia 1811. He there received ^ 
eoBiHiaiid of a dtviaion of the patriot troops* 
and defeated a party of 500 of the eoemy at Saa 
Lorenzo. He wa8 afterwarda appointed oom-i 
mander in chief of the army of Buettoa Ayres, 
in Upper Peru, where nothing transpired to 
Fender an account of his command of any im- 
portance. When superseded, he went to Men^ 
doza, and there met O'Higgins and the Chilean 
refugees ; a plan for the restoration of Chile 
was formed, San Martin took the command of 
the army. The success of die patriots at 
Chacabuco and Maypu has already been re- 
lated, from which time nothing of importance 
occurred till 1820, when he was appointed by 
die Chilean goyemment general in chief of the 
Ibroes sent to Peru, called the " liberating ex- 
pedition." I shall abstain from making any 
cottiments on the character of General San Mar- 
tin, leaving my readers to form their own 
opinions concerning him, founded on the facts 
i^ch I shall present, authenticated by the 
oircumstances as they arose. 

Lord Cochnme is too well known to require 
any encomium from my pen. His sendees to 
Us native country entitled him to the honour of 
knighdiood in the nulittfy Order of the Badi; 
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beiftg tbe mily captaib in the Br9tirii iiarf, m^ 
eDfoyed ttus distiiigiiijshed baxige of nttional 
glory. In the new world, when his iernces 
were not needed in the old, his career of glory 
has been as brilliant as his most important ser- 
vices were necessary ; and I do not hesitale in 
asserting, that but for his assiduity and unre- 
mitting attention, his military knoiwledge, ^ai(A 
determined valour, the western shores of Asm- 
rica would have still been in the possession of 
Spain; hBr fleet would have now commalidfii 
tiie Pacific, and ^'British Coianerce" wouM 
have been excluded from the extensive market 
wUdi it enjoys. Chile, Peru, and Gokiii» 
bia have repeatedly expressed their gratitude, 
the high sense they entertain, and thie just ap* 
"{Nreciation which they hold of the merits of dull 
4eyo ; this svppwter of their rights ; Hhis 4t- 
iender of their hberty-^and if the tiame df Codi* 
rane can ever be forgottcii in the old world, or 
his iservices not duly requited, it wttl be found 
enrolled in the imperishable archives of tlienew^ 
^ennhrined in thegi^titude of the present luid 
Ibture generations. ^^ Lord Cochrane is such a 
ttiiracte of nautical skill and courage; his cauto 
of banishment from his country is so kuneiitabie 
— ^his adventures have been so romantic — and 
his achievements so splendid, that no English- 
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can read them, witkout pride^ that such 
duogt have beea done by his oountrymaa ; and 
.without 8<demn concern that such talents and 
genius should be lost to the land that gave them 
birth."* 

Don Juan Gregorio de las Hei^ Major- 
general, and second in command of the army^ 
had established his character as a soldier and a 
commander, by his boldness and intrepidity at 
Takahuano, in 1817. This general merited the 
^iflause of every one, and his conduct in Peru 
endeared him to every soldier, and every lovw 
of the cause in which he fought; — there can 
be no doubt that had he been the commander in 
chief, those tori^nts of blood which have beeli 
shed in Peru since 1820, would most certainly 
have been spared. In his actions Las Heras was 
fluid, affable, and unassuming, andiahismanr 
ners he was a perfect gentleman. In his gene- 
ral character he was sincere and candid; uniting 
alwajrs such qualities as made him beloved by 
his friends, and feared by his enemies ; in fine 
he is an ornamcait to society, and an honour to 
his lurth-place, Buenos Ayres, where his patri- 
otic virtues have been rewarded with the Su- 
preme Magistracy. 

« Sir Jamei MaddiUoib, im the Hooae ofCoanMas. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SOUTH AMERICA. 281 

Don Bernardo Monteagudo was one of those 
individuals who too often appear on the stage 
in revolutionary times, who •'without feeling 
mock at all who feel.** He is a native of Upper 
Peru, of the lowest rank in society, of spurious 
offspring, and African genealogy; he applied 
himself to the study of the law, and his mind is 
composed of the very worst materials which 
characterize the sullen zambo ; his imagination 
is active and aspiring, like that of the mulatto, 
a composition which is formed to fulfil the Spa- 
nish adage, *^tirar ta piedra, y esconder la mano, 
throw the stone, and hide the hand.*" He had 
beed repeatedly employed by his master San 
Martin to gild over, under the forms of law, 
such proceedings as even he, with a blushless 
cheek was ashamed to avow. The murder of the 
two Carreras at Mendosa, and that of the Spa- 
nish officers confined at San Luis, are examples 
of what one monster can execute, and another 
defend. His subsequent conduct in Peru will 
better serve to define his true character than 
what I dare even venture to attempt — ^for fear 
it should be supposed that prejudice has acted 
as a stimulus. 

The talents and literature of Monteagudo have 
been held up as possessing considerable perfec 
tion ; but it was justly said by Un Limeno* in 

• Dr. Dob Joie Caberoy SdaMr, Perufian Charg« d*Affun inChik. 
VOL. III. 2 O 
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hifl Alcance al PostiUon^ printed at Santiago, 
September 5th, 1822, ^'that his productions 
were impertinent comparisons, formed for be- 
numbed and monotonous newspaper paragraphs/ 
The expedition having left Valparaiso,, the 
O^Higgins entered the bay of Coquimbo, where 
the Araucano and a transport had been sent to 
embark some troops ; these joined the rest, and 
we proceeded to our rendezvous, Pisco, and 
entered the bay on the seventh of September. 
On the eighth the troops began to disembark, 
but such was the prudence of General San Mar- 
tin, that they were not allowed to proceed to- 
wards the town of Pisco, until about three 
thousand ^ere landed ; these advanced on the 
ninth, formed in three solid squares, under the 
command of Major-general las Heras, while 
San Martin ran down the coast of the bay, in 
the i^chooner Montezuma, to observe the opera*' 
tions of the enemy, which was composed of 
forty regulars, and two hundred militia, com- 
manded by the Count of Monte^mar. This 
extraordinary prudence gave the inhabitants of 
Pisco time to retire, which they did, and took 
with them even the furniture irom their houses, 
while they drove before them their slaves and 
their cattie into the interior. San Martin, not 
willing to attribute the absence of the inhabit 
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twits, and the loss of -provisions, to his oeim 
tardy movemonts, but to the inimical feelbgs 
of the Peruvians, was very much chagrined, 
and stated it as his belief, that he had been de- 
ceived with respect to the accounts he had 
received from different parts of Peru ; and, in 
&ct, he began to doubt of the success of the 
expedition. What a contrast was this to 
the landing of the gallant Lieutenant-colonel 
Charles, about a year before; who, with less 
.than one*tenth of San Martin's troops, disem- 
barked, and in three hours possessed himself 
of the battery and town of Pisco. But this was 
considered an imprudent act, and a want of 
gaieralship : and so it was, if the greatest skill 
ciHisists in avoiding danger, and in sparing both 
friends and enemies for a more convenient occa- 
sion, to which may be added, that Charles lost 
his life. 

On the day on which the expedition arrived 
^ PiacOf the constituticmal government had 
been restored in Lima, and the Viceroy was at 
the theatre when he received the first news : 
he immediately retired, aft^ having heard the 
old Spanish adage frequently repeated, ** a cada 
cocUno gordo^ k U^a su San Martin — for every 
£itt hog, San Martin, wiH arrive ; "^ alluding to the 
liEurs held in Spain on the day of Saint Martiii 
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for the sale of hogs. The idea, that ^' all was 
not right in Denmark," induced Pesuela to send 
immediately for the maDager of the theatre, 
and to examine the prompters book; when 
convinced that there was no collusion between 
the South American hero and the clown of the 
Lima stage, his excellency dismissed the mana* 
ger/statiug, that being a native, of Spain, he 
could not doubt his loyalty. Had he been an 
American, he would perhaps have been sent to 
prison for the prophetic crimes of Calderon, the 
author of the comedy. 

On the fourteenth, part of the convoy which 
had been separated from us at sea arrived ; and 
in the evening a Spanish vessel of war, bearing 
a flag of truce, having on board a Spanish oflicer, 
was sent by the Viceroy to San Martin to solicit 
a cessation of hostilities, and to appoint com- 
missioners to conciliate the interests of Spain 
and America. On the twenty-sixth, the depu- 
ties met at Miraflores, two leagues to the souUi- 
ward of Lima, and signed an armistice of e^^ht 
days; but at their conferences nothing was 
agreed to, the Spanish deputies requesting an 
acknowledgment of the constitutional govern- 
ment of Spain, and the evacuation of the Peru- 
vian territory by the Chilean forces ; and the 
patriots that of the absolute independence of 
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the country. Such being the respective basis 
on which the conciliating deputies were ordered 
to insist, the conference ended on the fourth of 
October, and on the fifth hostilities again com- 
menced. 

On the arrival of the expedition at Pisco, 
several proclamations were issued : that of the 
supreme director of Chile contained the follow- 
ing paragraph: 

** Peruvians, — behold the pact and condi- 
tions on which Chile, in the face of the Supreme 
Being, and calling on all the nations of the 
earth as witnesses and revengers of a violation, 
faces fatigues and death to save you. You 
shall be free and independent ; you shall con- 
stitute your own laws by the imbiassed and 
spontaneous will of your representatives ; no 
military nor civil influence, either direct or in- 
direct, shall be exercised by your brethren in 
your social dispositions ; you shall discharge the 
armed force sent to protect you at the moment 
you choose, without any attention to your 
danger or security, should you think fit; no mili- 
tary force shall ever occupy a firee town, unless it 
be called in by a legitimate magistracy ; neither 
by us nor through our assistance shall any penin-^ 
sular or party feelings, that may have preceded 
your liberty, be punished : ready to destroy the 
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you to forget, on the day of your glory, aU 
paBt grieyaucea, wd to reserve the moiift 
wvere justice for future ol>stij>ate iix3ult^-** 

On the thirteenth of October, San. Martw 
issued the following paragraph from the army 
prpE»: 

" People of Peru, — I have paid the tribute 
which, as a public man, I owe to (he opinion qf 
Others : I have shewn what is my objept and 
my mission towards you : I come to fulfil the 
expectations of all those who wish to belong tp 
the coun;try that gave them birth, and who de*- 
sire to be governed by their own laws. On 
that day when Peru shall freely pronounce a« 
to the form of her institutions, be th^y whatever 
they may, my functions shall cea^e, and I shall 
have the glory of announcing to the govemioenjt 
of Chile, of which I am a subject, that their 
heroic efforts h^ave at last received the consola- 
tion of having given liberty to Peru, and se- 
curity to the neighbouring states." 

The sequel will $hew how these solemn 
promises were f(H:gotten ; and how the dreadfid 
results whi4^ followed such a system of dupU- 
qity and deceit are characteristics which Uacken 
the name of a private mdividual, and Uaat Uie 
honour of a " piiblic iftan." 
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On the fifth of Octobier, hostilities having re^ 
commenbed. Colonel Arenales, with a division 
of twelve hundred men and two pieces of artil^ 
leiy, left Pisco for lea, where he arrived on the 
sixth, and vras received by the corporation and 
inhabitants of the city with the strongest markd 
of the most sincere enthusiasm in the cause of 
liberty. Colonel Qiiimper and the Count de 
Monte- mar, with a force of eight hundred mea, 
fled from lea, but two companies of inftmtry, 
with their officers, retunied and joined Arenales. 
Part of the division under Arenales was sent to 
La Nasca on the twelfth, v^here tht^y entered, 
atid completely routed the enemy. Quimpet 
aftd Monte-mar made their escape, owing to 
the fleetness of their horses ; but all the bag* 
gage, consisting of arms, ammunition, and equi* 
page, was taken, together with six officers aad 
feig^ty privates* 

On the fifkeentfi, aboot a hundred mideft 
laden with stores belonging to the enemy were 
alto captured ; and Arenales having eistaUished 
an independent government at lea, proceeded 
dn his route towards Gnamanga. 

The troops of the expedition were distri- 
buted on the difibrent estates in the neighbour- 
hood of Pisco, Chincha, and Canete, which 
either belonged to Spaniards, or Americans who 
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had pro?ed themselves inimical to the object of 
the liberating forces, particularly on those be* 
longing to the Count of Monte*mar. All slaves 
capable of bearing arms^ and willing to serve- in 
the army of San Martin, were declared free ; 
however, the number that presented themselves 
did not accord with the sanguine expectations 
of the chief, and his uneasiness at what he 
considered lukewarmness in general in the sa- 
cred cause began to produce impatience bor- 
deringon despair. He informed Lord Cochrane 
that he should remove his head quarters to 
Truxillo; but his Lordship fortunately advised 
him to desist from a plan which would undoubt- 
edly at once have ruined all his hopes. Trux- 
illo being at the distance of a hundred leagues 
to the northward of Lima, it would have been 
almost impossible for his troops to have march- 
ed across a country such as I have already 
described without experiencing the greatest 
privations ; and for want of the necessary stores 
they could not possibly have returned by sea ; 
besides, the division imder the command of 
Arenales would have been abandoned to its fete, 
and almost delivered up to the enemy. The 
only temptation that such a position could hold 
out to San Martin was, that Truxillo is a walled 
city, easily tenable, and at a short distance from 
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tile sea-port of Huaaohaco ; howerer it was de- 
tef mined to remove the head quarters to the 
north of Lima, and on the twenty-second the 
troops began to embark. 

On the twenty-sixth, the whole of the liber- 
alingv expedition left the bay of Pisco, and on 
the twenty* ninth it arrived off Oallao, where the 
vessels anchored under. the island of San Lo« 
MMc^ presenting at once to Lima a view of 
the forces sent to free the metropolis of South 
America from the chains of colonial thraldom. 
On- the thirtieth, the transports, under convoy 
of 4be San Martin, dropped down to the bay 
o( Ancon ; the O'Higgins, Lautaro, Independen- 
da, and brig Araucano, still remaining in the 
bay of Callao. 

On the third of November, his Lordship as- 
tonished the inhabitants of Callao, by sailing 
through the narrow passage that lies between 
the island of San Lorenzo and the main, called 
the Boqueron. iNever had the Spaniards known 
a vessel of more than fifty tons attempt, what 
they now. saw done with a fifty gun frigate. 
Expecting every moment to see. us founder, the 
enemy had manned their gunboats, and formed 
tbemnelves in a line ready to attack us the in « 
staat they should observe us strike ; to witness 
'which, the batteries were crowned with specta- 

VOL, III. ' 2 p 
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tors ; Ixat to tkeir utter MtoniahmeBt we p t inni; 
tfie straight, leaving them to rymiimte qq tk^ 
Bautical tactics of the Avlaunl.oClhe Chilean, 
squadron. 

Haying passed die Qoqueron^ a shy^ and a 
schcioiier hove in sight ; the ship pioved t9 .bi» 
English, the sohooner to be the Alamos fron 
Ouayaqail, bringing the news of the levolutioB 
and dedaratioB of independ)enqe of that* ^ty and 
province, and having cm hoard the ext^ovemor 
and other Spanish authoritiea. Gtmyai^ Mh 
lowed the example of the other South Amerioao 
cities in the smnaer in which she threw off the 
colonial yeke; the Spanish mandatariea weie 
deposed;, and a new government established oa 
the ninth of October^ without any bloodahed, or 
even inshlta ofiered to the individuals deposed. 

The adventurous spirit of Lord Ooehnne 
hnn>ediately fbraied the project of performing 
the most galia&t achievement that has hooouied 
the (exertions of the patriot arma in the new 
workL The two Spanish frigates Pmeba and 
Vengansa bad left the coast of Peru, aad the 
only vessel of respectable force left at Cwifaa 
was the frigate Esmeralda. She was at anchor 
in thk port, guai^ded by fifteen gunboats, two 
schooners, two brigft of war, and three kige 
arme4 merchantmen, besides the protection of 
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^tte forte tUd tbatteHes on ihore, and a floating 
%oom surtoundiiig all the veaaeld, open only ofa 
the north skte, lyings close to the dhore of Boca- 
neglra^ His lotdd^ determined on cutting out 
the fHgate, the hrigi and schooners, ainl w 
many of the boats and ttieithantmen as might 
be possible. This daring enterprise ^ms to be 
^iteeuted by vdunt&ers aioAe; but when thb 
Hfet was proposed on the third of November to 
thd crews of the different v«sii^, the whole of 
ttiem wished to share in the glory of the under- 
ling. On this ^bount k became necessary to 
Itoue thb following proclamittien, which was 
Mftieited with that eAfhnsiasm which tiie voice 
«f ^ hero caMes> when he speaks to those who 
4nfoW his characMr : 

•* l&oldiei<s and Miilors,*^To-night we will 
givfe a mortal blow to the eneniy; to-morrow 
you will present yourselves before Callao^ and 
aM yMT companions will look on yon with envy. 
Otte hour of courage and rdisolution is all that is 
ttscessary to triumph ; l-emettiber that yon arfe 
the victors of Valdivi^ imd fear not those wh6 
%ave y waya fled beli^re yom 

''The vahie bf ril the vessel ts&en out'of 
C&1Deu> shall be youfs { and, moreover, the samfe 
Mtt of mohey oflbMd by the goVet^meat of 
lifaia to the tiapter* <if ^y v«B«el <xrifte Chileai 
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squadron, shall be distributed amoog -^ yon. 
The moment of glory is at hand* I hope^ Chi^ 
leans; you will behave as you have hitherto 
done; and that the Englishmen will act as they 
are accustomed to do both at home and abroad. 
Nov. 4th, 1820. Cochrane-" 

On the fourth of November, fourteen boaU 
belonging to the Chilean vessels of war were 
manned, and left the ships, filled with volunteer^ 
* at half past ten o'clock at night ; but this was 
only intended by his lordship to exercise the 
men. On the fifth, being the day deteraiined 
on by the admiral for the gallant enterprize, the 
signalman of the flag-ship was sent to the signal 
staff erected on the island of San Lorenzo, where 
he hoisted two or three flags, and was answered 
by the 0*Higgins; the Lautaro, Indepeadeneia, 
and Araucano immediately weighed anchor, and 
stooc^l out of the bay, leaving on bo^d the 
O'Higgins the boats and volunteers. This rme 
de guerre completely succeeded, and the Spa* 
niards were persuaded that they had nothing 
to fear that night, for they supposed that senile 
strange sail had appeared in the offing, and that 
our vessels had gone out in pursuit of it. All 
being thus ready, at ten o clock at night we 
again embarked in the boats, and proceeded 
towards the inner anchorage ; on the outside 4l^ 
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booin the United States frigate Macedonia, 
and the English frigate Hyperion, were at aA* 
chbr; and/ as we passed the former, after being 
hailed by the sentry at the gangway, who was 
immediately hushed by the officer on deck, 
many of her officers hung over the bulwarks, 
cheered us in whispers, wishing us succes&f, 
and wishing also that they themselves could 
join us. Not so the Hyperion ; althdugh not so 
Dear to her, the sentries continued to hail the 
boats till we had passed. 

The boats containing two hundred and forty 
volunteers proceeded in two divisions; the 
first under the command of Captain Crosbie, of 
the flag ship, the second, of Captain Guise of the 
Lautaro, both under the immediate direction of 
his lordship. At midnight we passed the boom ; 
Lord Cochrane being in the first boat, was hailed 
from a gun boat, but, without answering, he 
roWed alongiside her, and standing up, said to 
the officer, '' silence ! or death ; another word and 
ni put you every one to the sword !** Without 
waiting a reply, a few strokes of the oars 
brought the boats alongside the Esmeralda, 
when his Lordship sprang up the gangway and 
shot the sentry ; the one at the opposite gang- 
way levelled his musket and fired ; his lordship 
returned the fire, and killed hhn, when tiiming 
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Mond to the b«ts he ekdaimedU ''up tly Mii 
fliie'i (mrs!" The MMiere aM miors Mw 
bowded ter in everj^ diractioD, and ^ssewite 
^ the t]uarter dedi was immeditteiy tskam^ 
The SpMisurdBfiew te the f<M:e6as(le> Whete they 
deifwded diemeelvea^ aAd kept up a contiaued 
fire of musquetry ifor seTeateen minutei^ whea 
they yrete dri^^ below, aixd obliged tb saitm^ 
^r. We had scarcely obtained t>o6se8noa of 
th^ quarter dcfck, wbea a ^t'liaboat dose tstem 
of the frigate fired a Miot iato her; the sbst 
tore Up the deck uhder the feet of Ckptain 
Ooig, the cotiAinauder of the Gsmerafaia, tod 
bounded him serefely ; it also killed tWo Eng^ 
lish sailors, anrd otii liatlye ; but the offieetr aad 
trew of the boat immediately abaildoiied her. 

The ff igate was ih an excellent stat^ of dev 
lieM^^ and her>fefew tinder good discipline ; the 
men wete all sleeping at their f^ns, and the 
gbknl of marines on tbe qfoarteir deck; ind m 
proihpt were the latter^ when his loMshi^ 
jumped up the gangni^y^ that they appealed ak 
4f they had been ordered out ti9 receive him; 
indeed had not tbe boat^ under the ccRnmiand of 
Captain Guise boarded at almost the saihe nio^ 
want, behind the marines^ the admirid aild 
«Mlny^hets#ho boarded her on the bturbowi 
irida mkist have Mlbn hf Ifaeir irfe. His iM^ 
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«kip ti tl^is time rc^c^v^ a, eb^t %^ttgi| \\^ 
^h, but, vQtil tMe #l^p v^ QUFs, Im^ p4)d im 
attention to the wound, except binding a blA4^ 
herohief round it ; after wbich be atoodonone 
ef the guns of the qiwrter 4eek> wd 1{44 bia leij^ 
Oft the banmock vattiBg» where be r^mapiedi 
tiU three a'olocki in the mpraji^g, a^d thei) wevt 
ea board the O'Higgbii to h^Tie H dreaped b]r 
ikt surgew. 

The Mowing' order Yrafti^iu^d by tjif^ 9d^ 
atfial to the captains m the first of N^M^en^MMr^ 
isao : 

«' The boats will preceedt tewiAfit^leunch- 
ea hi two linea paraUe} to^ eeob -at^r^, wbMlik 
liiim fure to be ait the dttitamce of tbne^ \h^ 
kng^b aallnder^ 

'' The second line will be umler the cb^^ 
of Captam Quise* the fir^t ui^er tha( of Cap- 
tain CiDsbi^ Saeb beail ^ill be mwlet tbfo 
diarge of a cQmmiaslo^d o^eer ao f^r w cir-. 
<;mnalaiice9 penniU and the whq)e rn^r that 
kMnediaAe oofomaad of the ads^inJ. 

^' The 9ftcera and men are aU to be dieased 
m white jacketSt freely or shirts^ and are to faa 
iianed with pistokt $sd>rea» kni?e»» toMftkawka# 
orpikea. 

*' Two bpat-keepess are to be appei^M ^ 
eac^b«atx whp» o» oq pre^see >fbateyeiv i»bill 
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quit their respecti^ boats ; but are to 
therein, and take care the boats do not got 
adrift- 

** Each boat is to be provided with (me or 
more axes or sharp hatehets, which • are to be 
kept slung to the girdle of the boat-keepers. 
The frigate Esmeralda being the chief d)}ect of 
the expedition, the whole force is first to attack 
that ship, which, when carried, is not tb be 
cot adrift, but is to remain in possession of the 
patriot seamen^ to ensure the capture of tiie 
rest. 

" On securing the frigate, the Chilean sea- 
men andi marines are not to cheer as if CbdeA- 
os; but, in order to deceive the enemy, aad 
give time for completing the work, they are te 
cheer, VivaelReyl 

'* The two brigs of war are to be fired on by 
the musketry from the Esmeralda^ and. are to 
be taken possession of by Lieutenants Esmond 
and 'Morgell, in the boats they command; 
which being done, they are to be cut adrift, rua 
out, and anchored in the offing as quickly as pos- 
sible. The boats of the Independenqia are to 
busyth^nselves in turning adrift all the outwaid 
Spanish merchant ships ; and the boats of the 
O'Higgjns and Lautaro, under Lteutenatits Bell 
and Robertson, are to S0t fire to one or more of 
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tiieliMdBiOBt hulks ; but these are not to be cut 
adrift so as to fall down upon the rest. 

** The watchword, or parole, and counter- 
sign, should the white dress not be sufficient in 
the dark, are ' Gloria^ to be answered by ' T%r- 
toriaf (Signed) Cochrane.'* 

It was the intention of Lord Cochrane to 
dear the bay, according to the instructionil 
given ; but being wounded, and the resistance 
made by the Spaniards on board proving much 
greater than was expected. Captain Guise or- 
dered the cable to be cut ; which being done, 
the frigate began to drift from her anchorage. 
The batteries were pretty active during the en^ 
gagement, and when the Hyperion and Mace- 
donia sheeted home their topsails and began to 
move out of the way of the shot, the firing in- 
creased. These ships shewed two lights, one 
at the mizen peak, the other at the jib boom, as 
distinguishing signals, which being observed by 
Lord Cochrane, he immediately ordered the 
same to be shewn on board the Esmeralda: 
tiius she was brought out of the anchorage with 
less damage than either of the other two sus- 
tained. Indeed, excepting the shot from the gun 
bottt, the Esmeralda sustained none whatever. 

From the Ksts that were found on board the 
prize it appeared, that* she had three hundred 
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sitors, who, from wbftt bM hem ci^frvid, iBui» 
|[in^ tin^t ij^ot^ipg vn^Qmmim wiwld l«k« place 
t^ftt ^^y, Q|» tU« (ollQWMJig, whfm th« prisoacn 
we loufitQr^, Ui^ir Du^bftra only mnounledl 
to one hundred and f^v^pty-tbl>«9 i thuatkeir 
)psa)iY^fi WP biipdr^ wi fifty'MsvQft, boaides 
Mv^ -^Qund^d, wbQ at owe o'^ck on di* 
«i;(tb were ««pt aabore witb a fl»g oC truoe. Ovx 
}o^ «m.Qnat/9d tool^VQn IpUed, and tweatyreight 
VirQunc|^4< HU lord ship immadiately propoacd 
tQ tbe y^<WQy ^n e^^bange of pokoBeM ; vthiA 
being aooed^d tQ* 9^r9 v^ece iwnedialQly sMt 
SvibcM^ff «^wi tb<W« froi« Uw dqogpeonaaf Gaaaft- 
jSAtnw wfse ordered to jok tb« aroy mi^ 
^a^ MarUn-. Tb/9 losa «f tbi^ EameiaUa was a 
d^th blqw to tbe ^pani^b na«al fooea in the 
P^fiifi^ a^d crated a moat (wtcaocdinaty dfeet 
}fif UfiiAi the niititve^ tQoh«d odng^^atiaa» ta 
^acb otbej> httx daiied not to «|K«k, why* tb* 
^pan^ard^ indulged tb«i»^lv«s wilh every kind 
oC ds^Iqw vocifesatioiii^ To, ameb % degree- of 
frenzy were they wr^ougbt up< in CaHao» ^al 
on tbe 0i3^tb« wbem the vmktt boat brioagk^ 
to th^ United St^Aes' ship Maoedonia wMt 
ashore, tb<^ cx^w waAiffiiMdoradby theialariated 
Sf a^rdi, whQ fvixmA ^boti tbc^ bad aesteted 
th? p«ktriQts oi» tb^ pvMe^Mg vi^ 
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Of tM* fecftifeviSttletft 6f Lotd Cftchi^tie, Cap- 
ttitt nan kiy», *<the «kfll and gallantry dis- 
piAyed ty Loifd Cocbrane, both in plantiing and 
Miiductiiiig this asttonishing entetptite, Ate M 
pMttliarty bi«( own, and so much in ebar&ctef 
MiSti ^ gfreat deedsi of Mh early life. Set:' 

CttpttiA Dowties, of the Macedoma> in a 
tetter to General San Martin, says, *' t do most 
dific^Mty cwgratulate Lord Cochrane tipoh the 
capture df the Esmeralda; the 6:tploit was e^e- 
4ii9eA in a gatlattt stile never surpassed."* 

The bulletin of the army presented. In th6 
«5port of the capture of the Spanish frigate, a 
jipeiciifrten of the jealous feeKiigs of the getieral 
itt cfetef. The first statement is, *' before (he 
gi^tl«ra) itf ebie# lef^ th<i ride-adnriral of the 
dqutidwitf, they agreed on the e^ecntion of a 
iaemtfrabte project, sufficient to astound intre- 
pidity itself, aitd of itself to make the history of 
the liberating expedition of Peru eternal.** — 
A^rt: '* those valiant soldiers Who for d 
tehgth df trrue hare suffered with ihe most 
hfettotc constancy (he hardest oppression, and 
the moi>it inhuman treatment in the dungeotls o^ 
Oafsas^raatas, have just arrived at our head 
quarters. Flattering' promises of Kberty and 
^ threats of death were not stffficient to des- 
troy their loyalty to their cotrtitry; they haver 
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waited with firameaB the day on wfaidi their 
compaDions in arms should rescue them from 
their misery, and revenge the insults which ho- 
manity has received in their persons. This 
glory was reserved to the liberating an^f 
whose efforts have snatdied from the hands of 
tyranny these respectable victims. Let this be 
published for the satisfaction of these indivi- 
diMds and that of the armfy to whose ar$M they 
owe their liberty. (Signed) San Martin."" 

Were the character of Lord Cochrane not 
known in the world, it might be believed that 
the plan and execution nf this action were the 
offspring of the wisdom of San Martin; but 
how the liberty of the prisoners of war prafined 
inCallao could be owing to the efforts of the amy 
is quite paradoxical. Indeed the first asseiticm 
is as void of truth as the second, and it would 
be as easy proved to be so, were it necessary. 

The only way to praise the hero of tibus en* 
terprize is to leave here a blank : all those wte 
contemplate this achievement must pay the tri- 
bute due to the friend of rational liberty, the ad- 
Tocate of South American emancipation, the 
supporter of the civil ri^ts of the new world, 
the true friend of the oppressed. 

On the ninth of November the army left the 
bay of Ancon, and dropped down to HuMho^ 
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^vdiere the troops imcMdiately began to disem- 
bark» aiid head quarters were established at 
Buaora on the twelfth. 

At Ancon General San Martin distributed 
several proclamations. In one addressed to the 
Spaniards residing in Peru, he says '' Spaniards, 
your destiny is in your own hands ; I come not 
to declare war against the fortunes and persoM 
of individuals ; the enemy of the liberty and in* 
dependence of America alone is the object of the 
vengeance of the arms of the batbia.-— I promise 
you in the most positive manner, that your pro^ 
perty and persons shall be inviolable ; and that 
you shall be treated as respectable citizens, if 
you co-operate in the great cause.** To the 
Spanish soldier who wishes to abandon his 
arms, he promises a '^ safe and commodious pas- 
sage to Europe should he request it,** or wishing 
to remain as a soldier, or as a private citizen, 
''the same enjoyments and securities as the de- 
fenders of the country." 

Similar promises were repeated at Huacho 
by a decree. " I. The goods and property of all 
Spaniards, excepting those who have publicly 
endeavoured to prolong the evils of the war by 
their seditious writings, shall be under the pro- 
tection of the liberating army of Peru, in the 
same manner as Uie property of Americans. 
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IL Thos4 Spaaiattlg who aflier we hwe tiken 
jMsiEteMkm of Lima (if tbe fortune of war fagotti 
us) shall solicit letters of citizeh&ifaip, shall r6^ 
cmi^ them, and shall be declared «itissetis of the 
stAtedfPeni." 

Had not General Sad Martin compromised 
himself in this soletnfn manner, his Mbsequent 
conduct in Lima could dnly hsve been calleftf 
arbiti«ty ; but wbe» aciivi^ in dire^ violation of 
Mdti pubtie assnranees, it is not hanifh to call it 
dfdlmioQrable rad ui^ust. 
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CHAPTER X. 



BattsBoD of Nnnancla joins the Liberating Anny Victory at Fbbco by 

4lrai«lM^.«^J|o«te of AtcmIn frem Ion — ^.XeorCa Ifartkl Md i» the 

Sqoajroo on OfficeiB Condact of General San Martin-* »....VMe«a| 

Pesoehi deposed Eiqpedition to Pisco To Arioa Action at 

Wiale, wte UeolnaM^^QloMl lCUW«..^Ds0flfl|itMB of Arica 

Qf Tacna — ..Of Do....... .Armistice wlebiated bj (knemls San M«H|i 

and La Sema Prorogation of. Lord Cochrane leares MoUendo, and 

lUBbrttatCanwk 



Qy the third of December the battalion of 
Nttmancia» being six hundred and fifty strong, 
left the service of the Viceroy of Lima, and 
passed over to that of the Patria, joining a 
detachment of the liberating army, sent to meet 
fhem at Retes in the yaUey of Cbancay. This 
corps, which was entirely composed of Colom* 
biaas, had retained the name of a regiment sent 
from Spain under General Morillo, and was eon-- 
stdcared the stay of the viceregal authority m 
Peru- A private correspondence bad been heM 
betweea San Martin and the officers of this bat- 
talion, and promises made to them by San Mar- 
tm, vrhich, Uke many if not aH similar ones 
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made by this great man, were never fulfiUecL 
The loss of so important a part of the Spanish 
army was a severe Mow to Pesuela and the 
Spaniards in Lima, and a great addition to the 
physical strength of the liberating army. The 
arrival of officers and private individuals from 
Lima increased daily ; on the eighth, thirty-six 
officers, and a greater number of persons of 
respectability in Lima, arrived at Chancay, and 
joined the patriot forces. 

On the eleventh, the news of the victory at 
Pasco, obtained by Colonel Arenales over Ge- 
neral O^Reilly and a division of the royal army of 
twdye hundred men, arrived at Huaura. After 
the action at lea on the sixth of October, Aren- 
ales marched with his division into the interior, 
aiid on the thirty-first he entered the city ef 
Huamanga; but the Spanish authorities had 
fled, carrying with them the public funds. The 
inhabitants of Huamanga welcomed the arrival 
of the patriot forces, and voluntarily declared 
their independence of Spain and her mandata- 
ries. On the sixth the division left the city, 
and continued their march towards the district 
of Tarma ; and the advanced guard arrived at 
Jauja, thirty leagues from Lima, at the same 
time that the Spaniards were abandoning it; 
a skirmish took place, and the Spaniards lost 
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eiglit killed and twenty-one prisoner?, including 
fwr officers* On the twenty-second a division 
advanced on the city of Tarma, and entered it 
on the twenty*third. Tarma immediately pro* 
claimed itself independent of Spain. On the 
sixth of December the action was fought at 
Pasco; the loss of the enemy consisted in 
fifty-eight killed in the field of battle, nineteen 
yffiWdtd, three hundred and forty-three prison- 
evs, including twenty-eight officers, two pieces 
of artillery, three hundred and sixty muskets, 
flags, ammunition, baggage, and utensils of 
w:ar; but General O'Reilly made his escape 
to Lima. On the arrival of the news of the 
victory obtained at Pasco over the royalists^ 
the city and province of Huanuco declared 
their independence, and the cities of Cue^ca 
and Loxa, in the jurisdiction of Quito, advised 
General San Martin of their having also abjured 
all ibr^gn domination, and enrolled their names 
in the list of free and independent states. On 
the fourth of January, the news arrived of the 
revolution of TruxiUo, under the direction of 
its Spanish governor the Marquis of Torre 
Tagle. 

Such a concatenation of succes^l events 
was certainly more than the general of the 
libej«tting army could Imve anticipated. From 
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the fifth of November to the fiMi of JmMmY 
tile Speoiards had loet die wkcie of their mavml 
feme m the Esmeralda^ the Piueba and Yea- 
ganea hating diaappeaved: Niimaneia» eoDsi- 
dered the iower of dieir araiy and the prop of 
their authority, had deserted their oauae ; the 
diviiim under die command of their tnwty 
gweral, O'ReHly, had beea defeated by a minor 
foroe; all the provunces to the northward of 
lima had declared their OMlependence, and 
WMB oonteibttting with men and every other 
neceMary to tupport the army then encamped 
within thirty leaguea of the capital 4^ Peru ; 
if ery thing save hope seemed to haire abandon* 
edthem, vhilc^ewry thing appeared to ik^onr 
the cause of the liberating fences, and to invite 
them to crown their career of glory by entering 
Lima, which at this moment was the pandemo- 
bium c£ oppression and despair. 

The incompiurable prudenoe of San Miuptln, 
however, revolted at the eAisien of bkx>d 
whidh must necessarily be the preeunsor of so 
miKdi gloory : he felt more sympathy at knowing 
that both his own and the enemy's troops were 
falling victims almost hourly to the ravages of 
the tertiah fever and other diseases, fer want of 
proper ttiedidnes, care, and rest. 

The ntuation occupied by the royal tofoops 
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b«twMa JJmk ud Au^ik, at a place calM 
AmoBL Pvgio^ is very awampy , and the mMnbet 
6i men who becanie afiected wi42i intermitledt 
fevew inoivased daily ; the hoapiials in Lkaa 
weito filled vnih theoi» and their decrease by 
dealli, IB well as by desertion, tras alasiiiing M 
tbe ViceBoy^ The desertioBs weuftd have in^ 
eccased if the distaocae o£ the head ^(aaftenl of 
San MurtiQi had not been so great, fi>r seiissfi^ 
deeerten wave epprdnaded^ and abet I7 dM 
royalisls. 

On the aeeead of Febraary tfaeofficers ef 
theex-Esmenlda^ Mtmed by Oeoiend San Mai^ 
tin the VaUbia^ in eounuemoratienof.tiieiefr* 
pevtant rxot^rf gained by Load Coehtane ofver 
tfns pteoe^ addressed the folfcy^iving letter to 
C^ylaia Guise: 

''Sirr^^We have heasd with xegrtt rad die- 
appointmeatt, that faisexaeUenoy Oawral San 
MartMii has been pleased teoideartfialthe'nania 
ef this ship ahaU be ehaaged, iLnd that sha 
shidl heneeferward be known undettha appetta* 
tiea ef the Valdivia. We regret that inthe 
tqaadron of Chile the innaaortal memeriea of 
lAalsvaattd Gal?aiino^ who htt?e» ages peat, 
l^een saeijl&eed en the ashea of the aq^iringi 
liberty of their eonntry, and the namesof their 
eBaviivinc,aaiintfyn>en^ CVHiggina and^Saa Bfar- 
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tiot (the. avengers of their ' wrongB/ and the 
restocersof their rights) should be associated 
with 'Valdivia,' a Spaniard who has shed such 
torrents; of American bloody the conqueror and 
ecslaver of Chile, and fopnder of the city which 
bears his name; and we are disappointed to 
find Jiothing in the hew name commemorisitiTe 
of the capture of the Esmeralda, but that it has 
been made subservient to the celebration of 
another victory over the enemy, which^ahhoogh 
we had the misfortune not to participate in it» 
yet claims our admiration ieuid gratitude, but 
which .bears no more relation, to the capture of 
this ship, than the battle of ChaoalMico does to 
that of Maypo; and, what would the victora of 
Maypo have thought had that memorable event 
borne the name of Chacabuco! Itisfiirther 
to be remembered, that very few of the captors 
of the Esmeralda took part in the affur at Val* 
divia.-r-We are fully aware, that there are 
instances in the squadron of ships being named 
after particular victories, (viz. Chacabuco) but 
these were bought into the service by the 
property of the state; the Esmeralda was 
purchased by the blood of her subjects. — If the 
Esmeralda be destined to lose the name under 
which she was captured, we express a hope 
that she will bear one more consonairt to die 
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fMlingg; of liiose by whom the sarvice was 
ttchievBd^ tiian that which has been selected; 
We have tiot had an opportumty of cQinmimi<»i^ 
tkg with oar brotiier officers of the squadron, 
and these remarks are to be understood as 
individually our own ; we trust however that . 
they will not appear to yourself or to the com-* 
mander in chief irrelevant With the interest 
which we must always take in every thing in 
which the glory and prosperity of the navy of 
Chile are concerned. — ^May we beg, therefore, 
that you will take the earliest opportunity, of 
bringing the subject before the admiral and bis 
excellency general San Martin, for their con- 
sideration. (Signed.) Robert Bell, Lieutenant, 
H. C. Freeman, Lieutenant, J. M« Michael, 
Surgeon, James L. Frew, Purser, Hugh Jerome 
Kernan, Assistant Surgeon.'' 

This letter, and the subsequent behaviour 
of the officers, obliged the admiral to order them 
under an arrest, and to exhibit charges against 
them for their trial by a court martial, which 
was held on die second of March. The chaiges 
were '^ For having, by their letter bearing date 
the second of February, 1821, addressed to 
Bfartin George Guise, Esq., combined falsely 
to represent * to the said Miutin George 
Guiae, Esq*, captain in the naval service of 
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(Me, wskA oa div«n other oeeMtoii% llaEilte 
appeHiliM of the ^ VaMivk/ giTeiLliirth& frigtfs 
Bnnendda wu in disrespecfc to, ud deDDgt^ 
tio&o^tbe BAmes of ailigg^ andSu IfarlMr 
tsd dMieby to excite ii sMti afactioa wguut 
iim adknkol and oomoMmder in chief, in eomme^ 
ntmitioii of whose terviee io the cifitiife of the 
fMrltietttiow of 'Valdtna* the 8«id mmewm 
fptnem to the ' Ssmeralda** Foe mttemptiag^ to^ 
exctle diisattsfactioa agiGiinst their «f>0e«M 
raperior officers,, by istsfepreseictiiig drar BioM 
oCtfaeftnrtroeS'Of 'Valdivia,.' so givear m cobip 
nemocttioB of usefiil sertiees^ a» the buw oC 
amtR whom the said of&rers fattherr wi& tho 
iittnt afovesaid> ha^e pronotuieed to be a SpttH 
iiid who shed torrents of AoKskaa Uood; 
and moreover, ti»t the said officers did fiurterr 
with the intent aforesaid to create dissatisflBCtmi 
againat ike- supenor officer, fisdaely represent 
tibe person Mimed VaUftria to ha;re beeis tfib 
esslarer of Chile. That the said offiGemdM 
hM varioaa conversations derogatory ta the 
vic eiaAmi iBl of Ghik, their co mw a nding officer^ 
Mid uaa flce sBarity and impertinently fid inter* 
foe m the matter of naming the ^Eaownlda^' 
eeirtnoy to tiie rules aad dabwast^e of tie 
disoipline of tbt naval servke of tbs stale.'' 
The seoAense given by tha const wa%that 
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^^ JUMB M. MkdiMlt SwgMD, and Juom Frt^, 
Piirafr, be dmutwd the naval aenrioa of Aft 
etefte; md Robert Ul Iieiit» Qeary €. Free* 
jB»mB lievt** and H«gh J. Kernu, Assistant 
$nf geWf be diamiased their ahip, to be wver^ 
jEefNrimanded and admonished bf the eourt, 
iUrt to be wcommended by the court to the 
ffWOMAdier in chief for other appointmeata. 
(Sigoed) Bobert Forater, PreaidcDt, W. Wilkui- 
(HW, T. SadcviUe CrodMe^ William PnmiWi 
aeory Cobbett.' 

Puriag the arreat of the offioeta of the Val* 
4ivH^ Loid CkH^hitBAe wished to make anattadk 
<Mt the vewela of ynx, blo^Lahipa, fanboata* 
.a«d foirUficatioiis t^ CaUao, and commiimcated 
the Ofder fot the suae ^n die twentieth of F^ 
jbnNMy» which order to Gaptuo Guise was 
#0SW«red by a private note to his lordship, ata^ 
img^ th«t be could aot think of entering on this 
#ervftce with any officers except those under 
arrest, and ^at in case they were not permitted 
jifi tf^tm theur ship for this attack, he BMSt 
fWigQ the command of her, and hegfsd Lpid 
/PoebrvMlo appoint another person to the com* 
mend* The Mlmiral answwed Captain Oaipe, 
tbfit be could not appeiat another person to the 
command of the Valdivia, nor admit the tesig* 
Mtipn of Craptain Guise m a private solicitude. 
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nor evea on an official onot without some Mtt6Q8 
being alleged. Captain Ghiise now wrote offi- 
cially, stating, the refusal of Lord Cochrane 
to be a sufficient moti?e for his resignation^ 
and expressing a request to be permitted 
to accompany his officers to head quarters, 
and tender his commission to General San 
Martin. His letter was also accompanied with 
one from the petty officers of the Valdivia, who 
refused to serve under any other commander 
than himself. After some further correspon- 
dence Captain Guise informed Lord Cochrane 
that he had given the comoEiand of the Valdivia 
to LieuteniM^ Shepherd, and considered himself 
supemeded. The admiral, for the fourth time, 
eeAt Captain Guise an order to act as comman- 
der of the Valdivia, requiring a categorical 
answer to. '^whether he would or would not 
obey his orders, and signal to weigh, made four 
bpurs previous to this communication," again 
requenting some grounded reason for his resig- 
nation. The order to weigh was on service of 
importance, and Captain Guise refused to obey 
it, repeating, that his officers having been 
separated from his ship, he couldnot act, and 
had given over to Lieutenant Shepherd the 
coounand of the Valdivia. 

On the twenty-second of February Lord 
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Cochrane ordered Captain Spry to proceed in 
the brig Galvarino to the rendezvous off Cho- 
rillos, which order was answered by Captftin 
Spry, who requested leave to resign the com- 
mand of the Galvarino, as '' his friend Captain 
Guise had been obliged to resiga that of his 
ship," and alleging that he held no appointment 
from the Chilean government. Lord Cochrane 
demanded his motive for this letter, and why, 
without the appointment alluded to, he had 
exercised the authority of commander of the 
brig. The answer was, that " I (Captain Spry) 
entered the Chilean navy conditionally, to 
serve only during the period of the services of 
Captain Guise, under whose patronage and pro* 
tection I left England ;" that his appointment 
was a verbal one from the governor of Valpa- 
raiso, when he received his commission of 
Captain. He added a desire to be permitted 
to go to head-quarters at Huacho, and explain 
his conduct to General San Martin, concluding 
*' if Captain Guise is compelled to resign the 
command of the Valdivia, I am determined no 
longer to hold that of the Galvarino." Captain 
Spry was placed under an arrest on the twenty- 
second of February, on charges to be exhibited, 
and such was the state of niutiny on board the 
Galvarino, that Captain Crosbie, of the flag- 
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fihip, was ordered to anchor her in a saiSs aiM^ 
ation, which induced G^tttn Spry to write to the 
Admiral, stating, that as he had been superseded 
foy Captain Crosbie, he considered himself on 
half-pay. and free from the jurisdiction of ttie 
martial law. His letter was answeted by ail 
tesurance, that he was not superseded; but 
that having disobeyed the orders giren, and 
declared his determination not to hold the com* 
inand of the Galvarino, Captain Crosbie had 
been ordered to anchor her on the starboard 
beam of the O'Higgins, this appearing neces* 
Mry from the state of the crew of the brig, «nd 
that he was not superseded in consequence of 
his said determination, nor had he gone through 
the usual forms of delivering up the brig. Cap* 
tain Spry again insisted on his exemption from 
martial law ; but finding the Admiral determined 
to bring the affair to the decision of a court* 
martial, of which he was aware that if the sen- 
tence were consonant with the crime, and ac* 
bording to the ordinances of the navy, he would 
never leave the deck of the brig, he now ex- 
()ressed no objection to being tried by his brother 
officers, who were ** neither prejudiced not 
interested." 

The charges exhibited by the commander in 
chief were •* for neglecting or refusing to pro* 
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4Md (HI flernce m the Chilean state brig Galva- 
finPt {mrsuant to un enler of the commaiider iqt 
duef, both verbally, and in writing, given on or 
about the tweaty-aecond of February, 1821» in 
in breach of the 14th article of war, made and 
provided. — For baring contrary to his duty as 
an officer written or caused to be written, a 
certain letter to his commander in chief, signed 
JohnTooker Spry, further declining, or refusing 
to proceed on the duty so ordered, or longer to 
sttve than during the period of the services of 
Csqertain Guise, under whose patronage and 
protection be had left England, and for settkig 
forth in the said letter, that if Captain Guise 
was compelled to resign tike command of the 
Valdivia, he the said John Tooker Spry would 
no longer hold the command of the €raIvarino ; 
thereby delaying and discouraging the service, 
in breach of die 14th article of wan — That the 
aaid Jcdin Tooker Spry did by his conduct afore<- 
«ud, hold forth an eril example to his idiip's 
company (who immediately thereafter did ia 
wtiting and otherwise, refuse to weigh aacfaor 
«atil certain gprievances, which they did not sat 
forth in llie said writing; diould be redressed) > 
the saose being subversive of all discipline and 
sabofdination, and in vi(^tion of the 14tb arti- 
cle of war, made and pn^ded.'' 
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The senteiice of the court-martial mmh thvt 
''John Tooker Spry be dismissed the command 
of the brig Galvarino, be placed at the bottom 
of the list of captains, and be severely repri- 
manded by the court." 

On thie fourth of March Captain Guise com- 
municated to Lord Cochrane, that Captain Spry 
having been dismissed the service by sentence 
of a court-martial, he requested permis»on to 
accompany him in his own boat to Huacbo, 
which Lord Cochrane informed him he could 
not allow at that critical moment On the sixth 
the two captains and the officers went down by 
the O'Higgins to head-quarters, wheiie Ld.Coch* 
rane on the twelth again offered to Captam 
Guise the command of the O'Higgins, wfaickhe 
refused, as also ever to serve under Lord Coch- 
rane again. 

The whole of this afiair was the result of 
what had passed at Valparaiso, before the ex- 
pedition quitted that port; and from seyend 
circumstances connected with the conduct of 
these officers, and their publicly asserting, tlmt 
General San Martin would not swerve from his 
promises made to them, their firm reliance on 
his support and patronage, as well as the subse- 
quent behaviour of the general himself, evinced 
that he had been the entire instigator of what 
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had pasted at Valparaiaa ia July. and August, 
1820, both on the part of the Chilean govern- 
ment, and on that of the different officers who 
then and there misconducted themselves. 
He well knew that he . could not tamper 
with Lord Cochrane, whose honoumble feel- 
ings would not allow him to deviate from 
that line of conduct which had marked the 
whole tenour of his public life : and had not the 
officers of the squadron stood forth in support of 
their commander in chief, his tender of his com- 
mission would, have, been accepted by the 
government.. 

On the arrival at head-quarters of Captains 
Guise and Spry, the latter, in defiance of de- 
corum and example, was appointed by General 
San Martin his naval adjutant, Edecan Naval, 
as if to gall the feelings of Lord Cochrane, 
and bring into supreme contempt the sen- 
tence of a court-martial, by protecting in the 
most public manner the individual who had 
merited the chastisement of the law. So elated 
was Captain Spry with his new appointment^ 
that in the house of Colonel, now Greneral Mil- 
ler, he conducted himself towards Lord Coch- 
rane in the most ungentlemanly manner, so much 
so, that the honourable feelings of Miller wei^ 
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vouBded, and he apologized to tiie Adoual M 
die condttot of Spry# 

On the fourth of March, Genearal Sm Marim 
seat Captain Guise aad hia officera with a 
Mqaest to the Admiral to reinstate them in 
thdr former appointment : his lordBliqpL again 
oiiBced CAptain Guiae the coauaand of any 
vessel in the squadron with suck officers as 
might at the time belong to the Te8ael> and 
to tbose officers who had not been disaisaed 
the serriee, appointments to the racancieain 
ihe squadron, according to tiie recoouneDdatioa 
of the court-martial ; but Captain Guiae again 
felosed to act with any other officers than those 
who accompanied him, and the officers rettumdd 
their appointments, with the asearance that 
they woiUd only serve under the ordMs of Cap^ 
tain Quise ; they therefore all returned to the 
bead-quarters of the army, where they remained 
until t^ surrender of Callao. 

At the same time that the Chilean squadroa 
was a scene of insubordinatiott and irregular 
ritaea among those officers whose duty it was ta 
6bey the orders of tiwir commander in chkf, not 
only for the good of the service of Chile, but t^ 
tile end tteit they themsekres might oieet with 
Ihat deference i^d obecKence in their sufaalteTsa 
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NrUcb coABtitttte Ae very esisence of milttey 
discipline, Ltmt was the theatre of anarchy wbA 
confosioQ. On the twenty-ninth of January a 
revohition took place in the Spanish army at 
•Asnapngio, foun<i^ on the plea of inability in 
the Viceroy Pesuela to conduct theaffitirsof 
the yiceroyalty, during such critical drcuii- 
'Stances as the present The result was, that an 
ctttial communication was made to Pesuela, 
stating the absolute necessity of his abdicattoD, 
and that it must take place within four hoars. 
Pesuela answered, that the time specified was in- 
ssifficient for him to deliver up the authority, bqt 
Oantarac, Garatal4, Yaldes, Ricafort, and the 
other officers at the head of the insnrrecUoli 
mplied, that the answer of his Exoellency did 
not correspond with their expectations, and that 
** the troops were under arms, with all their 
/sffieerfi» without a single excepitaon, and that 
they would not lay them down until they had 
obtained an order to acknowledge General La 
Sema Viceroy of Peru, and were assured that a 
aioiUar order had been given to the difieront tii- 
bunals and authorities. In consiBqtence of this 
•intimation^ Peauda issued the order, and 
La Sema was proclaimed Viceroy and Captain 
.General of Peru. This change only proves, 
the right of power, which admits of no intef- 
ipretation, Apr leaves any subterfuge, to obodi- 
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ence. The similarity of the fate of the first and 
last of the Spanish Viceroys as governors ge- 
neral is rather remarkable. The first, Don 
Francisco Pizarro, was murdered in his own 
ipalace at Lima, by his subaltern officers ; the 
last, Don Joaquin de la Pesuela, was forced to 
abdicate his authority in the viceregal palace 
at lima, by his subalterns, and to nominate an 
usurper as his successor. On the sevendi Feb- 
ruary La Sema addressed the following proclar 
mation to the royal troops : — 

'^ Soldiers! — ^Your will and support has 
placed me at the head of the government of the 
viceroyalty!" — ^A declaration more rebellioiis 
than any one presented by the insurgent chiefs 
of America! until the conduct of the Spaniards 
forced them to declare their independence of 
Spanish domijiation. 

On the thirteenth February Capt. Garter, in 
the brig of war.Araucano, arrived at Ghancay, 
with the Spanish schooner of war Aransasu, 
which he had taken on the niuth« The Aransasu 
was firom Panama, bound to Callao, hav- 
ing on board three officers belonging to the re- 
giment of Numancia, and several Spanish 
merchants, as passengers. 

On the thirteenth March part of the sqim- 
kft the bay of Huacho, having on board a di- 
vision of the patriot fwees, under the ocmimand 
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of Lieat.-coloDel Miller, destined to cause a 
diversioa in the Spanish troops, by landing at 
Pisco. This object was effected on the twenty- 
first ; but owing to the written instructions given 
by General San Martin, and from which Lord 
Cochrane was determined not to swerve, the 
result was what might have been anticipated : 
nothing of importance to the cause of America. 
After the abdication of the Viceroy Pesuela, 
he retired to a country residence at the small 
village of La Magdalena, and wishing to isend 
his lady and family to Europe, he solicited the 
necessary passport of General San Martin, 
well knowii^g that they could not escape the 
Chilean vessels of war employed in the block- 
ade of Callao ; but the permission was refused. 
Lady Cochrane and family having arrived at 
Callao in the British frigate Andromache, for 
the purpose of seeing his lordship before she 
left South America for England, Dona Angela, 
the Vicequeen, supplicated her ladyship to in- 
terpose her influence with the general, as the 
only means by which she could expect to obtain 
leave to embark for Europe. Lady Cochrane, 
actuated by that sincere philanthropy which 
so eminently distinguishes and adorns her, went 
immediately to Huaura, and obtained of General 
San Martin the favour she solicited, on condi- 
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tioD that her Iftdyship would retnam on shoce ia 
Peru one month, which was agreed to ; but 
being the '' better half " of a sailor, her lady- 
ship declined remaining at head quarters among 
9oldien», aod s(ient the whole of the time at 
Hc^ito, a plantation belonging to Dona Josefa 
Monteblanco, highly gratified with the kind and 
hospitable treatment of her host. The Viceroy V 
lady took her passage on board th6 Andromache, 
and Lord Cochrane was honoured by an intro- 
duction to her by Captain Sherriff. After some 
conversation. Dona Angela declared, that bis 
lordship was a polite rational being, and not the 
ferocious brute she had been taught to consider 
him— a compliment which his lordship received 
with all due respect to her Vicequeenship. 

On the return of Lord Cochran^ to head 
quarters, it was determined by €reneral San 
Martin, that a second division under the com« 
mand of Lieutenant Miller should embark, and 
act according to the discretionary iastructions 
of the admiral. The admiral left the bay of 
Huacho, and proceeded to PiscOjF where some 
minor skirmishes took place with the enemy. 
The troops were re-embarked at Pisco on the 
twenty-second of April : his lordship hoisted 
his flag on board the San Martin, and with the 
schooner Aransasu proceeded to Arica, where 
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with tke assigteace of uQcommoBly favourable 
-winds we arrived on the fifth of May. 

The landing in the bay of Arica is attended 
with almost insurmountable difficulties ; indeed 
sometimes it is not practicable, except on the 
balsas made by the natives. These are com- 
posed of seal-skins inflated : two are generally 
sewed together end to end, and the balsa is 
formed by lashing two of these side by ride, 
lajring some canes on the top. The man who 
soanages the balsa sits astride on the aftermost 
part, and impels the balsa with a double paddle, 
broad at each end, Which he holds by the 
■liddle, and so dexterous are the natives, ttiat 
there is not the least danger of being upset, or 
even of being wetted with the surf. On these 
original and apparently precarious rafts, all the 
merchandize is landed at Arica, and all the spe- 
cie brought to the vessels, except the sea be 
very calm and the surf run low. 

Immediately on our arrival at Arica, a flag 
of truce was sent on shore with a summons to 
surrender, accompanied by an assurance that 
all persons and personal property would be re- 
spected, except those and such as belonged to 
those who by their present conduct should 
prove themselves enemies to the cause of South 
American .liberty. This was answered by ,an 
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aasurauce that the persons and property. st 
Arica were all under the protection of the anas 
fi{ his Most Catholic Majesty, whote rights 
would be defended by his faithful vassals 
against his rebel subjects and foreign pirates. 
Nothing was now left but to enforce obedienee, 
and the situation in which the San Martin had 
anchored not being a commanding one, she 
was hauled nearer in shore on the sixth, and a 
few shells thrown over the town; but 9S this 
had not the desired effect of intimidating the 
enemy, a landing of the troops was determined 
on, and in the night a convenient place was 
sought for to the southward, but the search 
proving fruitless, part of the troops were 
embarked, on board the schooner Aransaso^ 
under the conmiand of Major Soler, and order- 
ed to proceed to the northward to Sama, to 
land and march upon the town. On the eighth 
Lieutenant-colonel Miller followed with the re^ 
mainder of the troops, to join Major Soler. A 
few shots and shells were occasionally thrown 
into the town, to keep the Spanish troops oa 
the alert as to the movements of the ship^ 
ydiile our troops should make their i^ppearance 
onshore, which happened on the morning of 
the eleventh, when the whole of tike inhabitasts 
and troops abandoned the town. Captain Wil- 
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kiruEMm with the marines landed with consider* 
able difficulty, and hoisted the Patriot flag on 
the staff at the small battery. Major Soler 
captured from the enemy fifty-eight thousand 
dollars and six bars of silver, under the pro- 
tection of a guard of soldiers on their way to 
Arequipa. 

On the fourteenth the whole of the troops 
and the marines belonging to the San Martin, 
amounting to two hundred and seventy men, 
under the command of Lieutenant-colonel Mil- 
ler, left Arica, and marched towards Tacna, 
twelve leagues from Arica, where they arrived 
on the fifteenth, and without any opposition 
took possession of the town ; they were here 
joined by two companies of infjBtntry, who de- 
serted the cause of the king. Lord Cochrane 
ordered that these should form the base of a new 
regiment, to be called the first independents 
of Tacna, and as the particular flag for die 
troops of Peru was not determined on at head 
quarters, his lordship presented them with one 
having a sun in the centre on a blue field. 

From original papers found in the custom- 
house at Tacna, it appeared, that the quantity 
of European goods in the stores at Arica be- 
longed to Spanish merchants residing at Lima ; 
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consequently an order was issued for their beings 
embarked in the San Martin. 

Immediately on the landing of Lord Coch* 
rane, he called upon the inhabitants to form i 
ci?il government) for the protection of theif 
prc^rty against many individuals who began 
to come into the town from the country for the 
purpose of plunder, assuring them at the same 
time, that, aldiougfa they had not attended to 
his invitation to remain in their houses, it was 
not his intention to deliver up the tovm to be 
sacked, nor had be done it, but at the same 
time he could not be answerable for thefts com- 
mitted, unless the inhabitants would assist in 
the protection of their houses and property, 
and in apprehending all suspicious and disorder-^ 
ly persons ; he also promised them that all pri- 
rate property belonging to Americans, the 
friends of the cause of their country, should be 
rsdimed if claimed, and, consequent to this 
promise, the schooner Dos Amigos, and othet 
property seised, were delivered to their 
owners. 

Colonel Miller advanced with his division 
towards Moquegua, and had a sharp engage- 
ment with a party of royal troops at Mirabe, 
commanded by €k>loneI Sierra, who . was taken 
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ptutonen On the morning after the engage^ 
maot^ which took place in the night, another 
defachmetit of troops arrived to join the on^ 
stationed at Mirabe ; but on hearing the fat^ of 
their comrades they thought it better to retreat 
than to enter into any dispute with the victo- 
rious troops, and their valiant leader. On the 
arrival of this d^ws, and that the troops were 
at Moquqgua, Lord Cochrane dropped down to 
Ik), with the San Martin, for the purpose of 
being nearer to Colcmel Miller's head quarters^ 

The town of Arica is the capital of the pro* 
vince of the same name ; it is situated in a small 
valley^ and stands close to the sea* It was 
lUMiently a place of considerable importance 
aad size ; but dince the year 1605, when it was 
destroyed by an earthquake, it has gradually 
decreased, the more respectable inhabitants 
having retired to Tacna ; their departure was 
aho hastened by its being sacked in 1680 by 
the jHrate John WArren* Arica has at preseat 
^ parish '^church, add three poor c<mvents^ Sad 
Frabciscoy La Merced and San Juan de Dios. 
Tim population is composed of whites, indiani 
nai a few slaves. Owing to some low swampy 
ground^ produced by the annual overfldwihgs 
iii d» rivei* and the want of proper drainage, 
intermittent fevers are very common here, of 
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which many serranoSf people from the interior, 
die, when they come down on business. 
All our people who slept on shore at Atica, in- 
cluding the admiral, suffered by them, and 
some died. The climate is similar to that of 
Lima, it seldom rains, but the fogs are very 
heavy. 

The valley of Arica is small, but at the dis- 
tance of a mile from the town it is pretty, owing 
to the relief which the eye feels when resting 
on vegetable productions, after being faitigued 
with the barren sandy scenery which surrounds 
the town. The principal produce of the valley 
is (01, capsicum, and olives, which are remaik- 
ably large, and finely flavoured ; plantains, ba- 
nanas, camotes, yucas, and other vegetables, 
are cultivated in the gardisns, and some tropical 
fruits. 

The town of Arica will doubtless become of 
considerable importance with the changes that 
have taken place in South America. Indeed i% 
always would have been so, had not the colonial 
laws declared it a close port, no abiUtado. It is 
the key to the provinces of Upper Peru, Are- 
quipa. La Pas, Potosi, Chuquisaca, &c., being 
a better landing place than llo, Mollendo, 
or Quilca ; it possesses also the advantage of 
fresh water for shipping, which is extremely 
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scarce at th^ other ports. Arica is sitimte ia^ 
J8^ 98^ 40r south latitude, and 70' 13! 30" west 
Icmgitude. 

• The town of Tacna stands in a very pleasant 
and fruitful valley, it is considerably larger tluuL 
Arica, and has a much better appearance ; 
some of the houses are large, commodioiis, and 
well furnished; thus, among other articles^ 1 
saw lieveral piano-fortes. The principal wealth 
of the inhabitants consists in their large drove» 
of mules, for the purpose of conveying themer-^ 
chandize from Arica into the interior, and fromu 
some parts of Upper Peru to Lima» Tacna is 
to Arica what Piura is to Paita. 

On the twenty-seventh of May we came to 
an anchor in the bay of Ilo, and immediately 
supplied Colonel Miller with every thing that 
he wanted ; he had removed his head-quartera 
ftom the town of Moquegua to a farm called 
Rinconada, judging that the climate of thiii 
place was better for his troops^ as it was cooler 
here than in the toWn. 

Ilo is an indifferent anchorage, and a bad 
landing place ; the village is composed of miae^ 
i^ble huts, and a few houses which indicate the 
residence of penury; a sciarcity of water pre- 
vails, and consequently of fruit and vegetables^ 
vot- III. 2 u 
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CoL Sierra and. Capt.Suares were here embark- 
ed^ . hayinjg^ been sent 4own by Colonel .Miller ; 
but they were soon afterwards liberateji at Mol- 
tendo on their parole of honour, haying sworn 
not to act hostilely until they should be ex* 
changed according to the regulations of war. 

At the moment when Colonel Miller was 
abqut to advance into the interior, haying disci- 
plined a number of recruits irom different parts 
of the adjoining provinces, and when everything 
promised a general revolt in favour.of the cause 
of independence, he transmitted to Lord Coch* 
rane the original communication which he had 
received from the governor of . Arequipa, ^an- 
nouncing a cessation of hostilities for twenty 
days, from the date of the receipt of the com* 
munication. This armistice was ratified by Gre- 
neral San Martin and the Viceroy La Sema oi^ 
the twenty-third of May, and sent express by 
the latter to Ovalle, the governor of Arequipa. 

The armistice had been personally formed 
by the contending chiefs, who met at Pun- 
chauca, and agreed on appointing new. deputies 
for the purpose of conciliation ; they were to 
hold their conferences on ^ard of a neutral ship 
hi the bay of Callao, for which purpose the 
Cleopatra was chosen. 
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Suck was the state of limaat diisperkMl^ 
tbat the cabildo addressed the following official 
.mto to the Viceroy La Sema : 

** Most Excellent Sir,— No title is more glo- 
rious, nor more amiable, than that of a Pacific 
catos. Augustus, when stifling the volcano of 
civil war among the Romans, and giving peace 
to the universe, was tiie greatest of mortals^ aiid 
almost a Grod upon eartk It is tiie duty of 
every prince to imitate this example, if he be 
desirous of, and interested in the health and 
prosperity of the people committed to his guar- 
dianship. Whoever knows the great advantages 
imd feels what it is to reign over grateful hearts, 
wUl find more charms than! in the most fortunate 
and prosperous warfare. 
. '' Your Excellency, placed at the head of the 
junta of Pacification of Peru, has gained the 
love, tiie veneration, and the confidence of this 
city. The hope of this great felicity has caused 
us to sufier with resignation, losses and priva- 
tions of every class. The end of the armistice 
is fast approaching, and we do not yet perceive 
one ray of this celestial gift. Why is it so long 
retarded, while Lima suffers such alrain of evils 
that fill her with consternation ? 

"To the distance of twenty-five leagues 
round the city, the most frightful devastation 
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,M^ ^#fere nigbs» Our cattie, oiir graio, 

IMutour finUs ftpe tfake victims of military fiirj^ 

The richest and most opoleiit of our provineeik 

iiavesucculnbedto the prepoteot force of the 

•enemy/ aad: the rest, are threateaed with the 

' same fate ; while this suffering capital expert^ 

'eoces the horrible effects of a rigorous blocks 

a4e, hunger, robberies, and death. Our ow& 

'soldiers pay no respect to the last remaiiui of 

our property, even our oxen, indispepsahly 

necelBsary Ibrth^ cultivation of the land, are 

4s^n. If this plague continue, what wiU be 

our lot^— our miserable condition I 

'^ The soldier must be si^poited as well as 
4be cttiien, but not to the injury of the latter: 
they must both be guided by the.49ame laws, and 
fxiust both'be equal. Both compose the state, 
4md the support of both is necessary ; founded 
4)n the same right of natKure and of soqiety. 
But let us abandon these mekfidM>fy relations^ 
aod confine ourselves entirely to those of peaoe. 

'' Peace is th6 general wish of the people : 
they have laboured since die year 1815 undeir 
the grievancss of war, and have not force to 
support it any longer. Without the money, 
without the provisions, without the desire, aod 
withoul; the means of supporting an opposition, 
the people flock to the standiurd pf Creneral San 
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Mtrtin; kundredi of men leftveiour iiraUs, tlMik 
they may not die of hunger. A swarm of robr 
bero. infest our roads and intercept our provi- 
eions, insult us, and plunder our houses^ The 
public speak loudly a^nst our apathy and sir 
fence, and evils worse than those usually pro** 
duced by war must soon be the result The 
happiness of the capital and of the kingdom der 
pends on peace, and this depends on the ^' yea ** 
of your excellcDcy. The corporation of lima 
hopes to see it established, aod promises to your 
excellency the constant and everlasting gratit 
tude of the p^ple. God preserve your excels 
lency many years. HstU of the corporation of 
lima, June 7th, 182L (Signed) The Count of 
San Isidro, and all the members of the hodf 
corporate/' 

To this note the Viceroy gave the following 
^swer: 

'' Most Excellait Sir,- Unquestionably war is 
the exercise of the right of force, and the most 
terrible of all the plagues that destroy the 
human species: it does not pardon even the 
victorious, and the moat fortunate {uutake oi its 
effects. 

^'As a philanthropist I love and desire 
peace ; but as a soldier and a public man, I 
cannot ac^e to a peace wbich is indecorous : 
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4Ihi6, if the general in chief of the ikiTiadm;^ 
army will ai^ree to an armiBtice honourable and 
fkir to they arms of the Spanish nation, you and 
every one of you may remain assured that my 
vote shall be for peace : but if be will not, no ! 
jbr I never will assent to any thing derogatory 
to the honour of the Spanish natiofn, in which 
case it would be better to die than to live. I be* 
lieve that these are also the sentiments of the in* 
dividuals who compose the body corporate ; and 
of this city, which is called heroic, whose inhabi- 
tants are well aware, that to deserve this ejHthet 
valour, patience and the other virtues, not 
eommon, are necessary: 

'Mn fine, although I am at the head of the 
junta of pacification, in it I have only ooe 
vote, so that the corporation is deceived in sup^ 
posing, that peace depends on my '^yes;" but I 
repeat, that if it did, I would prefer wiht to an 
indecorous peace ; and even supposing that 
preponderance which your excellency actually 
gives to the forces of General San Martin, you 
must be aware, that war is a game whdre more 
or less is risked according to the passions of the 
gamblers: atone time one wins, and another 
loses; and when much is won, it genendly 
happens that the winner continues gambling in 
the hope of increasing his store ; or he who 
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lows will not desisti in hopes of regaining^ wkat 
he has lost; at last fortune varies, and the 
winner not only loses what he had won, but 
also what he had when he began. 
. "This is what I have to say in answer to 
your note of yesterday. God preserve your' 
excellency many years. (Signed) Jose de la 
Sema.'' 

• From the number of deserters who daily ar- 
i^ved at Huaura, the head quarters of general 
San Martin, the state of Lima was well knowm 
The officers of the army were divided in their 
opinions ; the cabildo in open war with the vice* 
roy; the opinion of the people in favour of 
liberty ; the troops disserting or dying in the 
hospitals ; hunger parading the streets, and 
every one, high and low, general and soldier, 
master and slave, convinced that the idea of 
resisting the patriot forces was the chimera 
of a madman. Hence it followed that when La; 
Sema proposed to San Martin an armistice of 
sixteen months, under the pretence that both 
parties should refer the decision to the court of 
l^adrid, the latter declined acceding to it. 

Notwithstanding the favourable appearance 
of things, the army of San Martin was tired of 
their inglorious inaction, knowing full well that 
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to take die capital ci Peru only reqmrad tkaml 
to enter it^ and this opinion was supported, 
by every new arrival from lima; The con- 
summate prudence of San Martin, however, did 
not allow him to risk the firing of a sho^ lest 
the ball might slay '' a brother;" at the same 
time that his Guerilla parties were actively ea- 
gi^fed in committing all the cruelties incident 
to predatory warfare. But the presence of the 
general was not necessary in such skirmishes, 
nor his humanity compromised; the truth is^ 
hia person was in no jeopardy. Complaints 
began to be every day more loud in the army» 
tod dissenticm more visible, so mijich so, that it 
became a daily task at the tables of the officen^ 
to drink to '' those who fight for the liberty of 
Peru, not those who write, a las quepelean p$r 
h Ubertad del Peru, no hs que eseriven"' San 
Martin, aware of the state of his army, embarked 
jpi the schooner Montezuma, in order to re-es- 
tablish his health, and a prorogation of the 
armistice for twelve days more was ratified. 

During this cessation of hostilities, his lord- 
ship dropped d6wn to Mollendo, where a neu^ 
tral vessel was taking in wheat, for sup- 
plying the city of Lima. The admiral im- 
mediately wrote to the governor of Arcquipa, 
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expreming his astonishment that neutrals should 
be allowed to embark provisions during an ar- 
mistice, for the purpose of supplying one of the 
belligerents, to the injury of the other, and con- 
trary to the Spanish colonial laws ; to which the 
governor answered, that the whole of the wheat 
at MoUendo belonged to Spanish merchants re- 
siding at Lima, or Arequipa, and that no part 
of it whatever belonged to neutrals, and that if 
any had been embarked since the celebration of 
the armistice, it was in violation of the orders 
of the government, to correct which he had 
again issued the most positive orders against 
such an infraction of the stipulations of Pun- 
chauca. With this answer his lordship retired 
from MoUendo, but sent in a boat with a lieu- 
tenant belonging to the San Martin, to watch 
the actions of the enemy at Mollendo ; on being 
assured that the embarkation of the wheat was 
persevered in, the San Martin returned to Mol- 
lendo on the nineteenth of June, and shipped 
the remainder of the wheat found on shore. 

When every thing was ready for Colonel 
Miller to proceed into the interior, the news 
arrived, on the fifth of July, of the prorogation 
of the armistice. This with the news received 
from the army, through private letters, induced 
his lordship to equip and victual some of the 
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ptrizea taken at Arica> and; leave them iof tbe 
reception of the troops under Ck)l. Miller, in 
caae of any emergency, and repair to Ca^ao,. 
for the puipose of learning the true 3tate of afiBaiini 
at head-quarters. We arrived at Callao on the 
eighth of July, 1821. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Lina efacnated by La Serna Oecapatioa of by the Liberatiiig Army...... 

Lo0i of the San Martin..... .Arrival of Lord Cochrane at Lima. Conduct 

cf tlie Spaniarde after leaving Lima lodepeadeiioe ofPem sworn.*..- 

San Martin oonstitotes himself Protector of Peru Interview between 

Lord Cochrane and San Martin Announcement of the views of the 

Spaaiak Armj State of the Sqoadron......San Martin takes the field.... 

Arrival and Departure of Cantarac Proclamation of San Martin...... 

Traasnre taken at Ancon by Lord Cochrane Surrender of Callao 

TriiMBBl of PnrificatioB established at LimlL..»Lieateaant Wynter arrested 

at Callao Paroissien and Spry visit the Squadron at Midnight...... 

Squadron leaves Callao, arrives at Guayaquil 

Ok the arrival of Lord Cochrane in the bay of 
Callao, on the eighth of July, General San 
Martin came on board the flagship, from the 
schooner Sacramento, bringing with him the 
welcome news of the fall of Lima, or rather of 
its evacuation by the Spanish troops. 

On the sixth of July, 1821, the Viceroy La 
Serna informed the Marquis of Monte-mira that 
it being convenient, he should retire with the 
troops under his command from the capital of 
Peru, leaving only a few companies of the regi- 
ment of La Concordia, militias, to preserve 
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order and tranquillity, under the command of 
his excellency the political and military go- 
vernor. 

On the same day La Sema informed San 
Martin of his determination ; as also that he had 
deposited in the castles at Callao such warlike 
stores as he had thought requisite for his ulterior 
operations, leaving the rest in Lima as he found 
them. La Serna solicited that such sick as he 
had been obliged to leave in the hospitals might 
be kindly treated ; he requested, too, that none 
of the inhabitants might suffer any persecution 
for their past political opinions and conduct, as- 
suring General Sau Martin that his conduct 
should be subject to every rule of reciprocity. 

A detachment of horse entered Lima on the 
evening of the seventh, but without any orders 
from General San Martin, and on the eighth the 
liberating army took possession of the city, but 
the general in chief judged it most prudent to 
remain on board his schcfoner in the bay of Cal- 
lao, till the night of the ninth, when he made 
his private entry into Lima. 

On the fourteenth an announcement i^- 
peared in the ministerial gazette of Lima, that, on 
account of the great scarcity of wheat in the 
city. General San Martin had directed that two 
thousand fanegas, then on board the flag ship of 
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the Chil^n squadron, should be landed at the 
Chorrillos free of duty ; and for this purpose, 
the San Martin was ordered to the said port, 
which she entered on the sixteenth : she was, 
however, unfortunately run aground by Captain 
Wilkinson^ and, although every endeavour was 
made to save her, she was completely lost, 
owing to the uncommon swell of the sea at the 
time. 

On the fourteenth a note was addressed by 
General San Martin to the cabildo of Lima, re- 
questing the convocation of a general meeting, 
that the opinion of the inhabitants might be 
made public, with regard to their determination 
on the independence of the country. This re- 
quest was immediately compUed with ; and on 
the fifteenth the members of the corporation, 
his excellency the archbishop, the prelates of 
the conventual orders, the titles of Castile, and 
many other individuals, met at the city hall, and 
the following act was signed by the whole of 
them: 

*' The general will is decided on the inde- 
pendence of Peru with respect to the Spanish 
or any other foreign domination ; and to this 
effect let the form of the necessary oath be 
drawn up and administered." 
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On the seventeenth Lord Coefarane enteced 
Lima amid the loudest acclamations of the inha- 
bitants. The Marquiaof Monte-mira had sent h» 
carriage for Lord Cochrane to Chorrillos ; but a 
deputation from the cabildo and others from 
difierent corporations having met his lordship 
on the road, he alighted from the carriage, and 
mounted a horse, brought for the occasion. 

The inhabitants of Lima being desirous of 
seeing the naval hero of the expedition, a levee 
was held on the same evening at the palace, 
where the Admiral received the compliments of 
the principal personages of the city ; but Gene- 
ral San Martin judging it more decorous to be 
absent when a *' subaltern " received the thanks 
of the cabildo of Lima, and the compliments of 
ii» inhabitants, remained at la Legua, half-way 
between Lima and Callao, where he had es- 
tablished his head quarters. On the eighteenth 
in ihe morning the archbishop visited his lord*- 
ship, which visit was immediately returned; 
when Lord Cochrane left the city to wait upon 
the general in chief at his head quarters. 

On the seventeenth an order was published 
for the abolition of the Spanish royal arms in 
any part of the city where they bad been 
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|daced ; and this prodamatioa was acconipanied 
by another, as follows: 

^ Having been informed, with great horror 
to my delicate sentiments, and in violation of 
ntj humane principles, that some passionate 
individuals vex and insult the Spaniards with 
tihreats and taunts, I order and command, that 
all persons who shall commit such kind of ex- 
cesses, in opposition to American gentleness of 
manners, to decorum, and to good and rational 
education, be denounced to the political and 
military governor of the city, that, the fact 
being proved, he may be punished for such re^ 
proachful conduct*' 

On the eighteenth a civic guard was ordered 
to be formed, to supersede the Spanish regiment 
de la Concordia, and the gran mariscal Marquis 
of Torre Tagle was appointed colonel of it 

On the twenty-second of July a proclamation 
was ismed, ordering that the public* act of the 
declaration of the independence of Peru should 
take place on the twenty-eighth of the same 
nuMith, with all the solemnity due to so memo- 
rable a transaction. 

After the Spanish troops left Lima on the 
sixth, their march into the interior was marked 
with the nM>st horrid outrages : from Lurin to 
Bujama, a distance of nine leagues, thirty-four 
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dead bodies were left on the road ; some had 
died of disease, others had been shot; and, 
according to the uniform statements of the 
deserters from the Spaniards, Colonel Rodil 
was the executioner of the greater part of these 
victims. On the thirteenth, thirty-nine sick 
and five dead men were found near to Bujama, 
and carried to a temporary hospital. From the 
village of Huaycan advices were received on 
the twenty«first that La Sema had issued an 
order imposing capital punishment on every in- 
dividual belonging to, or under the protection 
of the Spanish army, who should leave the route 
assigned a distance of twenty yards ; notwith- 
standing which, upwards of three hundred de- 
serted at Huaycan, and at Lunaguand upwards 
of six hundred. In a skirmish near the latter 
place the Spaniards lost twenty killed, and 
more than fifty prisoners, and La Sema was com- 
pletely surrounded in the ravine of Pilas. The 
efforts of the Guerilla parties in harassing the 
Spanish troops were constant and successful ; 
and had a division of the liberating army been 
sent to co-operate with the Guerillas, it is most 
probable that the entire Spanish army would 
have been annihilated ; but the whole of the 
army was disposed of in the barracks of Lima, 
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or at Bellavista, where they^ were stationed to 
watch the operations of about eight hundred 
men^ under General La Mar, in the batteries of 
Callao. A small division under General Are- 
nales stationed in the province of Yauyos was 
ordered to Lima, and the whole of the interior 
was abandoned to the protection of the Guerilla 
parties, who had to act against the organized 
Spanish army, so that the towns which had de- 
clared their adherence to the cause of indepen- 
dence, when they believed themselves under the 
protection of the liberating forces, were aban- 
doned, to experience all the rigours of their con- 
stituted epemies, the Spaniards, and thus pave 
the way to the state of affairs which subse- 
quently took place in Peru. 

Lord Cochrane having retired from Lima, on 
board the 0*Higgins, in the bay of Callao, re- 
ceived on the twentieth the following invitation 
from thei cabildo of Lima : 

** Lima, the capital of Peru, is about to so- 
lemnize the most august act which has been 
performed for three centuries, or since her foun- 
dation ; this is, the proclamation of her indepen- 
dence, and her absolute exclusion from the Spa- 
nish government, as well as that of any other 
foreign potentate ; and this cabildo, wishing the 
ceremony to be conducted with all possible de- 
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coram and solemnity, considers it necessary 
that your Excellency, who has so gloriously 
co*operated in the consecution of this highly de- 
sired object, will deign to assist at the act, with 
your illustrious oflBicers, on Saturday the twen^ 
ty-eighth inst." 

On the twenty-eighth the procession, own- 
posed of General San Martin, lieut.-General 
Marquis of Monte-mira, the staff officers of 
the army, the university and four colleges, the 
prelates of the religious orders, the military 
chiefs, the judges, many of the nobility, luid 
the members of the cabildo, left the palace, 
mounted on richly caparisoned horses, and were 
followed by the body guard of the ex-viceroy, 
the escort of the general in chief, and the bat* 
talion No. 8, with the flags of Chile and Buenos 
Ayres, and proceeded to a stage erected in the 
plasa mayor. General San Martin ascended 
the stage, and displayed the national flag of 
Pera, pronouncing at the same time — " Peru 
is from this moment free and independent, by 
the general vote of the people, and by the jus- 
tice of her cause, which God defend !" 

The cavalcade then paraded the principal 
streets of the city, and returned to the ps^aoe 
where Lord Cochrane was waiting in the 
balcony, whence medals commemorative of tie 
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M^ were distributed ; but even these evinced 
the amUition of die general, virho, from the very 
outset of the expedition, had endeavoured to 
monopolize every species of credit: for this 
purpose, the inscription chosen for the medals 
was, '' Lima ^cured its independence on the 
twenty-eighth of July, 1821, under the protec- 
tion of the liberating army, commanded by Sail 
Martin/' 

On the following Sunday a solemn Te Deum 
WBB chanted at the cathedral, and high mass 
was celebrated by the archbishop ; after which 
the individuals who on the twenty-eighth had 
formed the procession advanced separately to 
the high altar, and took the oath, on the sacred 
gospels, to *' defend with their opinions, pro^ 
perty and persoiis, the independence of Peru, 
against the Spanish government, and any other 
foreign power." 

On the twenty-pinth Ccdonel Miller, having 
been obliged to abandon the province of Arica 
on the twenty-second, landed at Pisco, having 
increased his division to nine hundred and sixty 
men. 

On the thirtieth Lord Cochrane reported to 
O^eral San Martin, that on the twenty-fifth he 
had ordered Captain Crosbie to enter the an^ 
ehwageat Calliio, and .to cutout as many of 
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the 6iiemy V vessels as he xjould OTHvaiiBndy 
bring to anchor outside the range of the batte- 
ries, which he did in the most gallant manner, 
bringing out the San Fernando and Milagro, 
the two largest merchantmen, and the Resolu- 
cion, armed as a sloop of war ; besides several 
launches and boats, burning at the same time 
two hulks within musket shot of the enemy's 
batteries. 

After the ceremony on the Sunday at the ca- 
thedral was concluded, a deputation from the 
cabildo waited on General San Martin, with Ae 
request, that he would take upon himself the 
political and military superintendence of Peru, 
which in the name and on the behalf of the ca- 
pital they had the honor to offer to him. To 
this communication, with such a smile as few 
but San Martin can express, he informed them, 
that the offer was quite unnecessary, for that 
as he had taken the command he should keep it 
80 long as he thought proper, and that he should 
moreover allow no juntas, nor assemlblies for 
the discussion of public matters during his plea- 
sure. This was an answer not very congenial 
to the feelings of men who had just been called 
on to swear, in the presence of the Almighty, 
to their Uberty and independence ! 

On the fourth of August fresh advicei of 
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the atrocities committed by the Spaniards on 
their march into the interior were published at 
lima; one piece of intelligence was^ that at 
the town of Tauripampa a hospital had be^i 
formed of the church, and that at the time that 
La Sema left the town the doors of the church 
were closed, and the whole set fire to, when the 
mkerable soldiers who could not accompany the 
Spanish army were burnt to death, as well as 
great numbers of the inhabitants of the town in 
their houses, Rodil at the same time declaring, 
that it was more honorable for them to die than 
to serve in the ranks of the rebels. 

On the third of August the following pro- 
clamation was issued at Lima : 

" Don Jose San Martin, &c. — ^When I took 
charge of the important enterprize of the liberty 
of Peru, I had no other motive than a desire of 
forwarding the sacred cause of liberty in Ame- 
rica, and of promoting the felicity of the peo- 
ple of Peru. A considerable part of this is 
already realized ; but this work would remain 
incomplete, and my feelings little satisfied, if I 
did not establish for ever the fiiture security and 
prosperity of the inhabitants of this region. 

** After my arrival at Pisco I announced, 
that owing to the imperiousness of the dr- 
cumstancesji I was invested with the soprme 
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authority, and that I ins responsible to the 
patria for the exercise of it. These circnmr 
stances yet exists because Peru has yet to com* 
bat with her enemies, and ccmsequently it is 
necessary that the supreme command should 
continue in my hands. 

^' I hope, that because I thus act, you will 
do me the justice to believe that I am not in-* 
duced by any ambitious views, but by public 
convenience alone. It is abundantly notorious, 
tiiatl only aspire to retirement and tranquittity, 
after a life so greatly agitated as mine has beai ; 
but I hold a moral responsibility which requires 
the sacrifice of my most sanguine desires. The 
experience of twelve years of revolution in 
Yenezuela, Cundinamurca, Chile, and the 
united psovinces of Rio de la Plata have given 
me a knowledge of the evils attending the un^ 
.timely convocation of congresses, while die 
enemy yet exists in the country : independence 
must first be secured ; we must afterwards think 
of the solid estaUishment of liberty. The re^ 
Ugious scrupuloidty widi which I have always 
in my public life fulfilled my promises gives me 
the ri^t to be believed; and I compromise 
myself most solemnly with the people of Peru, 
that at that moment in which the territory is 
firee» I vrill resign the command, to make room 
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tot su^ a govermneat as they may think fit to 
elect The frankness with which I speak ought 
to serve as a guarantee for the sincerity of my 
intention. I might have ordained that electors 
named by the citizens of the free departments 
should nominate the person who was to govern 
until the reunion of the representatives of the 
Peruvian nation^ The simultaneous invitation 
of a great number of persons of elevated cha- 
racter and decided influence in this capital who 
have requested that I should preside at the 
administration of the state, ensures to me the 
popular appdintment ; besides, as I had obtained 
the assent of the people under the protectbn 
of the liberating army, I have judged it more 
decorous and convenient to follow this loyal 
and frank conduct, which must tranquilliro aii 
those who are jealous of their liberties. 

'' When I have the satisfaction to deliver up 
the command, and to give an account of my 
operations to the representatives of the people, I 
am confident that they will not find in the epoch 
of my administration any of those strokes of 
venality, despotism, orcomiptipn, which have 
tdiaracterized the agents of the Spanish govern** 
ment in America. To administer strict justice 
to all, rewarding virtue and patriotism, and 
punishing vice and sedition wherever it may be 
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found, IB the model by whkli 1 shall regulite 
my actions^ so long as I am placed at the head 
of this nation." 

After this most fascinating, description of 
what a chief magistrate ought to be» but in which 
the duties of a general are not even hinted at, 
San Martin declares . himself the Protector of 
Peru, and Don Juan Grarcia del Rio, Don Ber- 
nardo Monteagudo, and Dr. Don HipoUto 
Unanue, his three ministers of state. It is al- 
most unnecessary to say how ill this self-consti- 
tuted, authority agrees with the promises made 
by the Supreme Director of Chile in his procla- 
mation to the Peruvians ; and in that of General 
San Martin issued after his arrival in Peru. 
I merely hint at these things, that my read- 
ers .may not be surprized wben they find, that 
his promises were just as binding in one case as 
in the other. 

. On , the following morning, the fourth of 
Aiigustf Lord Cochrane, uninformed of the change 
whjlch had taken place in tbe title of San Martin^ 
visited the palace> and began to beg of the |^ne- 
ral in chief to propose some means for .the pay^ 
ment of the foreign seamen, who had served their 
times, and fulfilled their contract To this San 
Martin answered, '' that he would never pay the 
Chilean squadron unless it were sold to Peru, 
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nd lltei»A4 imytMfDt siKxild bis coiiskNsred^ ta a 
pllft <if 'tiii^.pwehise^ iBttiiey'.'' To Ais I/rttI 
eo«hrtwe!replk«, that by »u«h' a tattujdaefion tfe 
«4a»d^oil<}^ €liite wt(«itd bd^ fransfetted to I^erd 
by* tnctehr piTirifir ^b«t ^* <te« to tb* dfio«*9 
dnli x^^^ra- fee Mmoev done to Pert*. Saa 
Mtrlitt- kait his browf, aad tuiwfng^ to bi^ 
t«»b- flMaisiera, Garcia md Monteagndo^ #h(^ 
trefe«Mlnth& goom, ordered tiMm to retire; toi 
.whwb Ms! loMMn^ objeeted^ statSng thtt a» ho: 
lAric n^t master of the Spaaish knguage, be wish^ 
eA«fa»ni.t»t«inaiD:4M bis iDterpretera, fearfoithat 
aoriw exprcMion, not rightly nndwrstood, might- 
fae cenridsred ofFeKflfTe. iBiMiMartiBiiowftt^ed^ 
roand to.^the^ Admiml,. and' said> "are ywr 
anrare^ my Iwd^ that I aau Proteotor of Peru ?^ 
'» ^fC said his Ivrdtbipi " I ordered my secre- 
tariwtD JaiBarm you of it," vetttrndd Saa Martin. 
** That i» now: unlifeoessary," aaid bis lowlsbip, 
"far you haw personally iaibrmed me: btH t 
dBwrely hope that the fHeadship^ which has 
eadstlMl betweea General San SlartSn sind my-' 
aalf wiil stHl ooattanue to exist between the* 
Piotootor of Pern and myself." San Martii^ 
tbct^rabbiagiiis hands, said, "Ihave only to 
iay, that i am Proteotor of Pern P " 

The manner in which thi« last sentence 
wa« expremed roused the admira?, who ad- 
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yandng, sakl, '<^u&a k now beeram im^ m Urn 
•emor officer of Chile, nd oeiMwqueiitly Urn 
representatiTe of the satioi^ to request the 
l^l^nent of all the promiMt aiade to Chile, 
fOMl the BquadroD, bat fifat, and pntkt^falBy, th» 
fqciadcon. '' San Martin retunied->-'' Chilel 
Chile! I will never pay a single real to 
Chile! and as to the squadron, you nMtjtakjt 
ifi where you f^ease, and go when ywL <di>Qsa : 
a couple of sdiooners are quite enough ton met 
Chiief Chile! yo mmcapagart\ fw rdol a Chikl 
yen quanta a la esquadra, puedc V. Ikvmtta domic 
ftikre, t xruqwrndo gtiste^ con un partk gdttas 
me baeta a mi" and snapped his fingen in 
the face of t^e Admiral. . On hearing this. Gar* 
cia ieft.the room, while Mcmteagudo walked to 
the balcony. San Martin paced the room fw a 
^hort time, and, turning to his lordship, cai^^bt 
his hand, and said, '^ forget, my lord, what 
is past!" The adnnral, dashing away the tear 
with which surprize and indignation had sufiused 
his eye, replied, *^ I will, when I can," and im- 
mediately left the palace. His lordship was now 
undeceived by the man himself: the repeated 
reports he had heard of his past conduct 
crowded on his distracted imagination, and 
knowing what might be attempted, from what 
had already been done, his lordslnp agreed with 
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aie, ^mk Us life wts not wfe ariiore; he 
tficrdoK immediately took horse, rode to Boet 
N^gn, and went on board his frigate. 

This eonvermtioQ has been denied by some 
of San Martin's partizans ; but were it neces^ 
■ary more folly to substantiate the fact, the 
subsequent official correspondence between the 
protector of Peru and the admiral of the Chilean 
•cpiidron would fully pro^e the truth of whaf 
I ha^e stated. 

San Martin, reflecting that tiie batteries of 
Oallao were yet in the hands of the ebemy, and 
timt diould the Chilean naval force raise thd 
Modcade, he did not possess ^e means <tf 
driving them out, nor of ftnrcing them to surren^ 
der, eaerted himsdf in conciliatory measures, 
heaping promise upon promise, both as to the 
payment of die arrears of the crews and 
premiums and rewards. He endeavoured to 
soften down his expresmons of the fourth, 
stating thathe only said, or meant to say, that 
'' it Bttght be interesting to Chile to sell some 
of her vesseb of war to Peru, because this 
latter wanted them for the protection of her 
coasts. " But even this subterfuge wasexposed 
by his saymg further, that '' tbe government of 
Chile wotid at all times devote their squadron 
to ^ liirthemDce of the cause of Peru*'' 
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f$«K|e»ce4i4 f^ |li!fl4ttcf tk# dtmrnai JoSbct 4^ 
bringing Lap4 OndURaM t^AgDeewiUklun Aat 
^nqV^idlson WfiSr imtlar i^ ftaatantl^ Ewn after 
lo 1^ 98sii«iq4 4^ 9iftpm«e auCboriti^iD Cera^ 
fMi4 qpMti|bwte4 llbaM^ w iiulepeBdeflt diief, «t 
t)^ jha;^ 44* a ^i^yomte garermBeat, «iicM 

9f <;Si])^, mm 9Mim»d the fcriloipeing ptmitt 
letter to his lordship, which on Jbeootut of ita 
^m^QO^Qpcm ^q^rewi^m I gi^e in Spanish : 

'' limfk A«P9^1d de 18£l.-t-Mi Lord,*^D« 
«fido cfwte^^ a v. mhm el dtsagradUiUe nege^ 
c^ 4f^ 1^ bMques 4e la tequarira, que « V. y m 
lai aos G%iM»a diagitptoe impreiaMliUM» fMrniM 
noepi^l^l^.haiQef quaotoaedesta. Sffidateo^ 
90 qVA anadir fli f«d«9 la prolesta que 1^0 he «ii» 
fadp, fu juray^ ja»as ^a te nttopr ind ifcaentii 
quarto tA«^ iMaeVtn a V» yo le dye en Vdpar 
xi|i§o que 9u auerte aeiia igual jl la^ aia, y ^feo 
^^r fiftdo prvebaa de qne ws MottmeDlM tto 
)^ifak variado^ in puedei) variar, per lo mamo 
qup cadit dia qs mayM la traseendoMaia da mb 
iH{eioipe«t No, qui brd, yo no urea em intffei^ 
§m9^hd» aanntoa, da ¥^ y oeatkia no pod« ea^ 
f^nt qtte Aca)>a de cooveqiMrae da «etOttin». 
$i a p#8ar da tpdo V> ddifaerata tomar tA^f^ 
tido qa« oa iatiatiS enla canfeMMia ^ne mA3I« 
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mm zkondiai^ icflrto «edi pwam enbnflictoft 

que no podiw subttlneaiie* Mas 70 t o f igj 

fud^ientraDdo T. ^1 mis MntioMMitw, eonsu- 

BUJci la ohra que hs cnpcMdo, y <de la qi* 

cbq^de nuertro comun deatino. Adios^ sm 

YasA i m sepite de V« con el mas skicero aprtci# 

ia etomo Bxmfp. (Signed) Jew de San Martin.? 

Omitting the preamble of this letter^ let lai 

muBifie die expressKma firom^ *' Si a pesar : if in 

despite x>f erery thing, you are resolved to ob^ 

serve the conduct which yon intimated to ms^ 

im the conference irhich "we had a few days ago» 

this would be to me a conflict frosa which I 

eoold not extricate mysdUT. But I hope thaiU 

agreeing with my sentiments, you will oontomt 

Boate the work that you hare begun, and on 

whiirh depends our common desiiny." The ceat 

ferenee here mentioned, alladed to the delivery 

of the Chilean ^esiels of war to die Protector of 

Pera, on the condition of his pajring to the ofi- 

oers and crews their arrears, and rewarding 

thrad aeoording to his solemn promise made at 

Valparaiso, i>^re the expedition left thst p<nrt ; 

and the ^igreement of sentiment cannot aigtiify 

any thing more, than that Lord Cochfaoe should 

deliver up the squadron to San^Martia^ which 

would have been amost honoarable^^conaiiQniiiar 

tionof the woik'' to hit iordsUp, anda vioat 
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nefamcholj one to Chile; but Mf wu to ha^e 
been forgotton in the common desidny . 

On tiie fourth of August Don Jose de la Rlva 
Aguero was nominated President of the Depart- 
ment of Lima, witii the authority of the ex- 
Intendente. On the same day the high chamber 
of justice, aha caamarca dejusHcia was established 
in lima, with tiie powers and attributions of 
tiie ex-^Audencia. On the same day San Martin 
issued a proclamation, not of the most flattering 
nature, to Spaniards resident in lima and the 
independent provinces of Peru, but which served 
as the precursor to his future conduct He here 
repejats, '^ [ have promised to respect your se* 
curity and property, I have fulfilled my promise, 
and none of you can doubt my word. Notwith- 
standing this, I know that you nnrmur secr^y, 
and some of you malignantly circulate the idea 
that my designs are to surprize your confidence. 
My name is of sufficient celebrity not to stain 
it with the infraction of my promises, even 
though it be conceived that as an individual I 
might iiedl in their fulfilment. Spaniards ! yoii 
well know that the public opinion is such, that 
even among yourselves there are many who 
spy and observe your conduct; I am informed 
of every thing that passes, in the most retired 
parts of your houses ; tremble if yon abuse mf 
indulgence I*" 
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Whether the ijitem of espionage etta^ 
by Saa Martin was in thb state of activity^ 
like a yolcano ready to burst and to destroy with 
its ignited lava the peac^ul habitation and tiie 
innocent inhabitant, who, confiding in its harm^ 
less appearance, ventured to dwell within its de- 
structive range, it may be impossible to deter- 
mine; but it seems somewhat derogatory to 
the character of a supreme chief, guarded by 
twelve thousand armed men, that he should 
thus threaten two or three hundred unarmed 
individuals, who, relying on his assurances 
had swcMm to follow the fortunes of the country, 
and live subject to the newly-established 
system of government Besides, such a mani- 
festation was calculated to do away with the 
apparent object of the proclamation of the 
seventeenth of July, already quoted, and to 
fiud the flame of civil discord and dissention — ^the 
greatest enemies to public tranquillity. 

The twelfth of August produced the publi- 
cation of the act in Lima, which in all free parts 
of the ex-Spanish colonies so highly distin- 
guishes, and justifies in such a particular manner 
the revolution in those countries. The voice of 
reason and of nature announced, that all children 
bom of slaves on or after the twenty-eighth of 
Augi^st, 1821, were to be free, and that they 
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were to' be iQhfti)itor»x)f .tfaeMOM^htaMd ptir^ 
yU^ge»adJihetfWtof .tbecttneosoC Feiik 

On the eigkteftfttlit die ubw% airived, that A« 
dmaiow of the SpaoEttsb s^mff vsaiet- Cantanie 
and Oajpatald bad formed theii; hea^qusiMeni ac 
Jaujg,, thiny teagaes.fkoia lima; wd tKitt La^ 
Senia vxas at tbe tcrwi^df Garauia oa the twetfty^ 
ukit|i of July, advmncing wUfr the tvoopi» te^ 
wards, the saiue ptnnt. StiU thei liberMitt^ emiy 
Besoaibed quiet ia their barraeke^ ait Lima, M 
wece einplo^yed ia the siege of CattsRK 

Oiie of the firti acts^c^ the arbitriHry Aigp6* 
sitiQO of the Psoteotw of Beni wad thie ei(p«l** 
1^100 x^f tiie aixdihidiop* The followkig is* a copy 
of tibe ooite^QBdence : 

'' Wni^tity of War, Lima^ tweutymeeoMd 
August^ \S2i.^MoBt Eatcettent Si»,««-lfo1^ig 
is more cgoformable with; the religious ideatf^ <tf ' 
his exeeUency the Protedior of Peru tbibi' to 
promote in eveiry possifcie mamMr whieh pra** 
deuce di43tiatd8 those pkras establishments which 
serve as ft iptop to pnUicmoffals* But itwttl' 
the eame time Jus duty to a^rotd those evilr 
which, midier a aeal for celigion, might cause -ik^. 
spirit of oppositkm to tiie geoeral' vote of Ame* 
rioa. Ia this dilemma are those bouses of Bpi* 
n|tual exerciser in tbis city; where (Ms^ctt^ 
lency has been informed) abuses of the vyonA 
serious tendency to the cause of the couu'^ 
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t?y are committed foy the yeneraUe influence of 
the priesthood. 

" In attention to this, his e&ofellency the Pro 
tector commands me to inform yom* most illus* 
trious excellency, that the Spiritual exercises be 
fiaspended for the present in those houses, on* 
til they be placed under the direction of patriotic 
elergymen, who may merit the confidence of the 
government, who consult the spiritual welfare 
•f the faithful, and the support of the new in^ 
lititutions to which his excellency is called t6 
Pern. I have the bonouri &c; (Sighed) Ber- 
nardo Monteagudo/' 

(Ailswer by the archbishop.) 

'* Ever si^ the establishment df the houses 
of spnritual ex^cisetsl they hiate been protected 
and supported by the popes and othet prelates 
of the eburch, fully aware Of their utility to the 
fidftbfuL Those founded in this city are deserv- 
ing of credit for ^be copious harvest they have 
pvodiiced, in attention to which. Without scru- 
-ples oi ocmscienoe, und a tink of public disgtfsf, 
it is hnpossibie Inr me to order tftlem to be dos, 
•d* If in them my excess be cominitt^, or 
any ooafeAoor shouM pretend to disturb the 
ftAce or pMHc order, the moment Oat such fs 
ktaowti Ihe neetosary measures shaH be tcdopted 
Urn Us pomshiMilti ifi^biehismy r^ply toyouf 
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poteqi tiie tw^ty«9eoot|d.-^God preaenne,^ 
lima, August 26th, 1821. (Signed) Bartdom^# 
Arehbidiop of Lipia/' 

(Second note from the goternment) 
^* Most Excellent abd most Illustrious Sir^ 
<»^n the twenty-^second instant his exceUenoy: 
the ProtQQtorof Peru ordered, that you should 
be. informed of the neeessity that existed of 
dosing for the present the houses of spiritual 
exercises. In that note, after expressing those 
religious sentiments which filled his bosom, and 
yrhich he never can beliei you are. informed^ 
that it was not his intention to close them for 
any considerable length of time^ to. the detri- 
ment of the faithful, who derived fiom them 
spiritual consolation, but that it was only for 
the present, becaufe this was necessary^ to puln 
lie tranquillity. Thus his excellency .i>b8erve9 
wijth regret that your^mpst illustrious excellency, 
resists the fulfilment of his order,, and he com*-, 
mands me to ii^onn you, that you are to lay, 
aside all scruples of conscirace in obeying this 
order of the goveminent, and those scruples 
which may afterwards present theinsdives witk 
respect to other orders, the fulfihneot of which 
will be equally necessary. It is convenieDt that 
your excdlency should meditale on devils 
that would follow, should the most perfect<har^. 
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ttony xAt emBt between tbe civil and eeclesi- 
artioil authorities, and that you decide on that 
line of conduct which you intend to adopt, in the 
intelligence that tbe orders of his excellency the 
Protector are irrevocable. By superior order I 
communicate this to your excellency for your 
guidance, and present my sentiments of tes« 
pect and veneration, &c, &c. Lima, August 
27th, 1821. (Signed) J. Garcia del Rio." 
(The archbishop's reply.) 
'' I have read with the greatest attention your 
note of the twenty*seventh of August, in whSck 
y^ communicate to me, by order of the Protector 
of Peru, Uiat his excellency has observed with re* 
gret my resistance to the fulfilment of his order, 
to close the houses of spiritual exercises: to 
resist, and to remonstrate submissively are not 
£b/d same thing : the first is the effisct of arms* 
and violence ; the second that of veneration and- 
respect, when the inconveniences winch preilent 
^lemselves are expressed : in thb manner my 
note was written. I have, moreover, other 
reasons for thus explaining my8clf-~his excel*- 
lency in his religious goodness had promised me 
that in ecclesiastical mattiers, and points of .re* 
ligion, he would agree with my opmion, to the 
end that nothing should be done in violation ipf 
the ndes of tbe cfaurcb. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^' I hop^ tbeie iTOfl^otiow wiU smre nije fyom 

ik0nkB(m^ €f>i4^ of fafc¥ki9 reiEMMd tile w- 

d«n 0f th* goyevmm/^ntf, , voA that ooMiequ^iilly 

tfa» contents ^ my ^oaw^r • w^l not be read trilh 

legist. IcanfiotomitsayjBgithaliwith^gvettt 

e«t anguish, aod a heart swimnuag in bitteroess* 

I have Bead that the goverament haa a^reial 

ffdevs to. give; and if to them I havesoruplea 

of conaoience fo oppote k their fulfilmeat, I 

decide on that bae of oonduot which I intend to 

fidtefv^, ill the tntdligence (bat the deereea v4uch 

ititt be issued ate to be immatable. Thia ad* 

aide carries Mrhh it a vei^ elevated i^rit, if we 

suppose that the orders to be given should re^* 

late to religious or ecclesiastical matters ; ibr m 

mtil aftars, and (bose of the go^emcaeat* I 

bate signifled my cqpi&iea by my prompt QbeiU*- 

caioe : andidiat may those oommaads contain ? 

itiU they in any mamier vblate the existti^ 

cKioipltne ef the ohurch? vitt they be 

pri^tidioial to moraMty ? w will they oppoae^ 

the maxbns of the g6spel of Jesus Christ? 

Because, Ibr these cases, God had comt^tetfed 

bishops as the partors and guards of that 

flodc whkfa Jesua Gfaiist pun^ased at the 

price of bis blood, who are to i^oot^ to whmtk^ 

and restrfun the ill conduct : be teUs ua, that 

we are not to be cowards in the presence of the. 

greatest potentates of the earth, and that, if 
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QiaetMi7# im drauld ^bed our Mood vad faiy 
down our lives in no just a eanae ; aiiathema-* 
twi«g i» on tbe contrary as dumb dogs that did 
iwt bark whea th^ spiiitoal health of his flock 
W9m in danger. 

''Behind, then» that one of the prindpal 
eUigationa of a bishop is to. defend with ligoor 
tl» deposit of doctri&e and faith which has been 
ebofided to him ; and if the threatened danget 
be from any great potentate, to remonstrate^ 
Mrith respect and submission^ to the end that be 
be nc4 their acoompUces andpartictpatnrs in the 
ddme,. by a cowardly condescension^ This was 
pnactised by Saint John Chrysostom^ with the 
e«{)ei*ora of tbe east ; by Saint Aalirose, with 
tbooeof the west ; and by Saint Anguetine with 
the proMxmsuls of Africa^ those were the. gxest 
locds on earth; hut aotwkhatandiag ; those 
biahops remonstrated whea they comsMinded 
any dwng that mi^t lipase reUgioa or the 
obaroh ; and is it possible that the snprente go* 
Yotnment of tbia city sbfdl inlbna the arcb* 
bishop, that he is blindly to obey, and aiecnle 
the deoiees that may be giren in rriigioiBB sh^ 
ecclesiastical tnatttts, even though they disturb 
bis coneomnce^ and appear to hifn to be Apposed 
to^ orthodoK doctrines^ beoauae sncb deeraes 
an to be ineaistihle ? Oh! '' icreeiadtale de- 
crees*' — ^this expression appears to me to be very 
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strong, and listtie osadby juruto irad thecdogiaiis ; 
they opiDe tliat all ho^iaii autiioiky, howerar 
great it may be, and however vast and pro^ 
found its acquired knowledge, can never arrive 
at a degree of infallibility in its deQisions ; it siay 
always be deceived or deceive : consequently its 
resolutions ought never to be invarkbl&— this 
privilege the Supreme Bemg alone possesses* 
Fenelon and other politicians assert, that it is 
more glorious, and a psoof of a more elevated 
soul in that monarch or government "wbop cod* 
vinced of having committed an error against 
religion, reason or justice in their decrees, diall 
revoke them, than it is never to err ; indeed to 
insist on the exsecution of an order, merely be- 
cause it has been given in despite of the incon- 
muences and obstacles that have been shown 
to exist ; it being opposed to nntfality^ evange^ 
lical doctrine, and the dispositions of the churchy 
is a most oppressive yoke. Witii respect to 
myself, I can assure you, that I have often re- 
monstrated and even exclaimed against .die- 
decrees of my superiors ; who, bemg satisfied- 
with the justness of my arguments, havjewdered 
dKm to be revdked, x)t varied. When aprdate 
of the church sqpipaks on spiritual or ecclesiasti- 
cal points, he is worthy of being listened to^ 
and his reasonings examined^ because God him^ 
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•df^ by. Ilia evangdist St Matthew, snys, that 
those wha.hear him hear the divkuty, and that 
thoie who despise him despise the Supreme 
Being. 

** Notwithstanding this doctrine^ you. say 
m your note that I am to obey the decrees of 
the government, without replying orremon* 
strating^ because thiey are irrevocable ; or tiiat 
I choose the. line of conduct I intend to adopt ; 
tins I did on the twenty-fourth of July last, when 
I put into the hands of his excellency my writ* 
ten resignation. of the archiepiscopal dignity, 
begging his . acceptance of it, for the reasons 
therein alleged ; I also begged that he would 
grant me a passport to Europe by Panama, aa 
my advanced age of eighty years, and con8eq\:mit 
debility^ would not enable me to bear the hard- 
ships of a. passage by Gape Horn ; his excel* 
lency acceded to my solicitude^ and even pro^ 
mised to procure me a vessel for my passage. 

*rU I then made a tender of my dignity, 
founded on the motives there alleged, I now 
repeat it, adding to. those causes that of not 
being able to exist in a country where the pre- 
late of the church is forced to keep silenee> and 
stifle the strongest sentiments of his ccmscience, 
aad obliged to act in opposition to them«--I was 
bom to become a citisEen of a celestial country ; 
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tUt ismy only aim, aad eviery tfnogthat oppottH 
k, is> to me, disgusting* I iMipe that afi woaa 
as poastble iny resignatkHi wiU be aocepted* 
that I may be relieved from a charge which htm 
liooome insiqpportiU}le««*«-Our Lord preserve your 
life fior many years* 

'' Bartolom^ Maria de las Heras." 

''lima, Sefi. 1st, 1821.'' 

IW answer to this note set lorth, that the 
wgeacy of public business did not allow time 
to answer with ^'victorious atguments" the 
aichbishop'a reasonings; but that the whole 
oonaqwadenee should be laid b^re the peblio 
Imt their opinion. This, however, never tack 
place, hot the Protector accepted the resigaa** 
iMiof the arohhisbop, orderii^lns e»c a lk nc iy 
to leave lima wkhiB <he term of forty^^ight 
home, and to wait at Chancay, foerteanleagiiee 
tem Lnaa^ the deternnatioa of ikte govetn** 
ment 

. On the thhrteenth of Novembidr the ardi- 
bishop etnbarhed at Chaaeay ior Rk> de Jaoeoe; 
*e I^otector, aa in winy oUier cases, iergellio^ 
te ^jiSt h» promise ef preponag a iwasl «a 
eooduet him to PuianuL 

Bdmm leanring OhMUicay, <he aiddiisfcap 
aidressed the fiDUowing Iftler to LeidCUMl^^ 

;^lfyDewLaid,-^Tl[ietin]e as aoiv^ ibr 
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gfustirii i&tM tlsi mMtii»y ptampott Tb» ^ 

md ibcf p#Miiw ^afifi<!Mi«n» wUdk attoift' «!iid' 
<fii<i§fuMi>yott, «Mi(f« itf)^ by iMtf imiaatt Hif 
ifiaMfest to you my itsodf skieercf «MKietit' abd 

"^bi S^iid, if GM> gi1ul«» f&at I iMty ftfrfv^ 
i«( iMrt^,- <»< kt dhy «A6f pik wtvftM I nky^ 
ediK I requ«!«t tlWA y<6« iv9I d&tgatc^tKm- 
ii)a*d Ae. Ob teavidg Ads Odutfliry', X aiHf con-' 
viao0i(tK(M'it8!kd6pend6fic6 i« fi» «v<#r dfiidedl 
Thin I M4Iti*ep¥e9ent«<i>fhd^Sp<it)»ihfg;iMretnifl<lnf 
aiAd io tlve ps^I 8e6> Md I t«>H edgfr do «v«ry! 
ttfi[igt(V'«rt>aM(ftd{i'ot»0t$IMiby;slnd ti» pfctietvef 
tife tMaiquUlit^, saaA «^ ftirClwr tbe tiews tfT ttfo' 
ttibabitlmtfi of AmeriKiti, wkio ai« deav to me. 

" Deign, my lord, fo recdW» tlie«e icwti^' 
aurnU at eAa&ating SkM tll«r sinceritff of my 
M^tM ; ami eommuid youv obfipd Mt-vont a«i' 
cba^aitH VkrVAomi Mwtise ^Ikati&nL^ Ho>- 

Ott the ninth of Novedobeff tli« blfthtf]j<itf 
OinMlMg«> a native df Pktnt tifen rbsMing- 
ajK Liiasi wa6 oNteved to hxtir« Peru v«i<Mar 
eiglrt4ftyfl( t»fit&b«c any feascnt b«Ml|r atti^iiedF 
faf1id»exUe« by the auKx^t of F«i<«. 
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Although die CliilMn «qiifldrai Wu at tlui 
iMmtiit of jAe most Titd isqiortBaioe to 
ntioM of San Maitiii agamft the battems of 
Callao^ yet the cr^pra ranaiaed ipspakU aod the 
•apply of provinons was eoaeantyf that, added 
to the genersd waat <^ clothings they were ia a 
state fast approaching to open mutiny, which 
ipras repeatedly made known to the gGnremmeat 
at lima, but the knowledge of thecircumataaeea 
produced no relief ; it appeared as if -San Mar- 
tin, having foiled in gaining posfassioii oi k 
through the commander in chief, was d^er- 
mined to starre it into siibmisMon, or to drive 
it to some more desperate act This his Imir 
sh^ reported to the government, as also, that 
be cdttld m^t be amiwerable for the coraUict dl 
those serving under him,, unless the govemmcmt 
fulfiUed their part of the contDMt . 

On ihe sevantdenth of August a decree ap* 
peared in the ministerial gazette, ordering, that 
one-fifth of the duties collected at the custom* 
house should be applied to defray die arrears 
and to the^pay of the army and navy. Instead 
of quieting the news, this news drove thran 
almost to deqp^ratiob, for ^although they w^re not 
aware that the money Msigned them was ahso* 
lately inccmipetent to suj^ly the defidt» yet 
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ibe idea, ^t even iprhea tbe-time had arrived 
f»Ae fidfilment of ii» promiae nutde to diem 
telbre leaving YalpAraiao, a new promiae waa 
made to them, tiie fiilfilment of which mint 
depend on the reedpta of the ci]atom<^hotme, 
was incomprehensible to men whose only argu* 
ment is, you owe me money, and you must pay 
it me« The same decree also stated, that tiie 
officers belonging to the Chilean squadron were 
equally officers of Peru, and were to be consi- 
dered as such : yet this step was taken without 
ever considting the will of the said officers ; and 
certainly had they accepted the honourable 
distinction, it must have been at the expense of 
^ir oath of fidelity to Chile ; but the o}^ect 
was to induce them to consider themselves sub- 
ject to the Older of the Protector of Peru, for 
the purpose of forming a plan yet m embryo. 

The Spanish army at Jauja, in the beginning 
of September, spread some alarm in lima, from 
advices received of llieir movements. It ap- 
peared that they were determined to attadL the 
eapit^il, and on the fifth the following proclama- 
tion was issued at head quarters, by the Protec- 
tor of the liberty of Peru : ^' Inhabitants of Lima ! 
It appears that the justice of heaven, tired of 
tcderating for so long a time the oppressors of 
Peru, now guides them to their destruction^ 
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latfld JO BUfiiv towns, bmit so BMBtr ffrlm 

190;^ ^ ^^ PamH^r If tl^ a4rmf)9 QP ^ 
^9^1^, it w^ |3(^ W^ the <M#igpi pf mmoliv 
^ ypli^ to tfjek veng^w»pp ; ^1^4 ^o fow y W to 
piff c)l)JUie fit ft ^g)) priQ^ 7f^r ^edsiqfit aq4 «i)t 
tl^ffja;^ ior io4eppr»<l(eoffe : T«ifi ^f>pp { T|i# 
yoli^t lyhQ )iave |ib.erate4 ^e iUii<s^rH>||8 lima, 
t)^8e ly]^ P^o^ect luBf 19 ti»e p>os^ d^^^H a^h 
m^tfl, Jm^i^ kofr to p»?eryfJ li(?jr (wwmt thf 
fifurjr pf thf Sp^b wnjTr ¥««», ipjjaljitmtii i>f 
$3^11 papW, ffy tropp^ wiU UQt «^l^aiwliwi yoi^; 
^y ijjid my/t^lf vtn 901^ |to trwfupji pyer ^ 
;\rfiay yrbii^ tlM'sty of oqr bloo4 9^4 P^t^MVlyt 
^1 a4vai|cmg» or we -w|U perwh with hmuHfr* 
forv^ firill pever wit|)e9^ y^i^r 4u|gr}^fti Ii) 
leturo IbT ttuB i^ohk 4evptiQDf ip4 M*^ '^ pnay 
jreceiv^ 14^ fi^yqurable 9ucice«9 of vtkiph i| pi 
WQr%, all we ^^uire of yqu 19, |i|upi), ^fff),. 
gHillity ^4 eflSpftfuoi^ pp-pperatipq ; ^s ajm^ 
19 pepe«fi^ tQ eaaure thp felicity 1^4 i«>l^Mi(R«r 
9f P^jw.-— Sap Martifi." 

JY^ night befctfre tb|8 proy^ipntW 1^ 
pv\»l^«be4^ thpProtectv ro^ frpn 14« ^ifi^9| 
^e tl^efttr?, after t|v^ p^^ctrn^c^ w»s coi^ 
clqded, ^ in Yr<^ WUDftr to tbfls^ f9pt«iiw4 
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in Ibf p)B9clam9tMn, spoke tP tbisp§99k; iba 
tffesi^^m dpttiwiami w«# ^fhfei, and i]|« Dftr 
tkuHtl hyvw wDf 9111^ tlinw ^«9 by all pret- 
PWiL w})Mi tlt« Frotaetor y«tired« tad vnuifidr 
Ww9d l9 )ms pftlno* by the mttsic mi m im^ 
mHWi0 octHHMjno of poopla. 
. Qa the •evcatb tb* Anajr w»d«f 8m» Maontm 
tock the field at Mansanilla, U> th« eMtw«id of 
I4m«} ^9 Fn>tMtor g«ou]nn»9 tbe ftnn bouse 
f4 tb« sBme BMne* about « letgne from tha 
W^t 4)} ^ 8paAi«nl0 rasiding in Ubm 
ir«ffe inmodiotely ooUccted ia the eoni ent oi 
t# Afereod* 10 pMTent any inanlt frovk being 
ft^wd to tbem ; but a fiUse alarm being gitcai 
IQ tb^ inbatntanta, that the £^amsb troopa wora 
aboqt to evtev the city, diey inmediataly aoiv 
rwipdfd tbe ooaYent, vrbere tbey w«re wiik 
diffipulty i«r0vented from Miteiing and putting 
tb? Spaqiatdft to d«atb. After oider bad bee» 
x^tor^d, tba priaoaera w^w «eat down to 
VMvMH^ at4 pAac^ on bovd two of tbe tf«a»< 
{torts lyiqg tbeie fit anobor. Tbe atate c€ Lima 
(^ the aeveatb waa tbe most evident! proof of 
$be d^tfirmiaatioA of tbe iababitaata to defeaad 
their dty; men, women, and children of every 
ag«^ ^lour, and oendition, p«nided the atreets 
wi^ fi)<^ arma aa tbay eould proMff^; tbesa 
Il9mev«r were vcoy uedeta enM» for Saa M axliM 
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had ccrflected the anm belongui; to ptitite 
indii/^duals a few days after his arrmd a 
Lima. Many peraons had carried to the t<^ df 
their houses qoaatities of stoaes, awhile otlms 
prepared pans aod wood, for the purpose of 
heating water, and all were determmed to gire m 
umrm reception to the enemy, should they enter 
the streets of Lima. 

On the erening of the ninth. Lord Cochrane 
recesYed on board the O'Higgins an ottk^l 
communication, informing him that the enemy 
was under the walls of Lima, and repeating the 
wqaest, that his lordship wouM send to die 
army every kind of portable arms then on board 
tiie scpiadroD, as well as the mwines, and idl 
volunteers ; because the Protector was ^ deter* 
mined to bring the enemy to an action, and 
either conquer or remain buried in the rmns 
of what WMi Lima/' This h«oic note, however, 
was accompanied by a private one from M on* 
teagudo, containing a request, that the boats of 
the vessels of war might be kept in readmess, 
and a look out on the beach of Boca Negra, for 
the service of those wlu> might escape, in cas^ of 
adefeat 

On the morning of the tenth Lord Ck>chrane, 
beliaving that at such a mcHnent the mind of 
San Msortin wodd be too much ^employed with 
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fHifaiie afiun to think oi prorate resentment, 
aod tint he might partake in the glories of the 
^j on riiore, landed at Boca Negra; but not 
wishing to pass through the capital, he chose the. 
road leading to La Magdalena, for the purpose 
of crossing the fields to head qnartess at Man- 
sanilla. Passii^ near some mounds of eard^ 
called las huacas, three officers on horseback 
were observed standing on. one of them, and hia 
lordship^ supposing them to bdong to the Ame- 
rican army, would hate gone and asked them 
the news ; but as theise was no opening in the 
ti^^ial, (ur wall-fence, we rode forward and took 
a path leading across the fields, a)Kmt tiuree 
hundred yards firom the mounds. His lorddiip 
would not tiien return, but said to Capt« Crosbie; 
letusluiste to head quartos; when, on lookii^f 
to the right, we saw the Spanish isduMy defit* 
ing into the lane, about five hundred yards from 
us ; Lord Cochrane immediately pressed fiir* 
ward to San Martin's camp, where beingimme- 
Stately recognized by several officers; amnnmir 
of congratulation was heard, and even Guke 
and Spry exclaimed, *' we diall have some fight- 
ing now the Admiral is come/' General las 
Heras, acting as general in chirf, saluting 
the Admiral, beg^^ of him to eodearour to 
persuade the Prelector to bring the enemy to^ 
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m Mctim. His totdahip thcxii todl^np t^ibt 
home, aod a%litiiigvwat leceh^by 6tt M«f^ 
ttfi« Lord Cooktattie ilnmediMely Mok th« PlR^ 
tictor V^ die hand, andf ia tile ffioi«ttai«M» 
iMcmw eottMted bin to attack ttoeaMiy witftk 
oUtfoak^aiiiigleiMaieat; hb culrftitiM, hmv^ 
eMr, wtfeiovaiiit tlieaiilyMiErtrer kereoimrtfd 
\rai» ^ my meuuvM' ate taken, ms maMm 
Miaitmaim.'' NatwithBtMriMi|^thi#apatfayrki» 
lotdahip t^iifoii8a»tedy stating tlie situatioa in 
^vMdi be kad aotftv^ miatttes beforeobeerwd 
tke eaievT'a Mwtryy and be^^A of tkePn- 
tiotor to aacead an cauneace at ibe back of tkai) 
bmwe, andcoiRrinoebiDisaif bowcaailytke vic^ 
torf migkt be chta ia e d ^ bat be^only reoaived> 
tbe MiMcnid feply^ '' m^ madidaEaMdni toma^ 
daai*" At tfaiaiaataBt dw clamoured the^oA* 
cM^in dirpatio of the kouae voased San MairtiII^ 
be oaMeA for bis horea and moadtedv ia a 
moment all was bmrtle^ aod the antioi{lat»di 
gtorr of irsctory riione in €ivery comteaUMM ;• 
Ite Older '^toarma'^ waa givim, ad: loataMiy 
olityed by the wbrie arasy, whidi amooateA^ 
to idbout twebe tlmuaand mani^ kMlading^ flw 
Oaetfflki parties^ ali aaxioua ta begin the fighl^ 
aad alLdetenuned either to coacpiar or to die. 
He Pralecter baokoned to the Adaiisat aad 
Oeawal In Heias^ who iaMaacKately le^ tba. 
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group of ofiiceTs with whom they ^Bxe con- 
yendng, and rode up to the Protector, hoping 
^t he was either about to consult them re* 
spectmg the attdck^ or to inform them how it 
was to be conducted^— but, at this moment, « 
peasant entered the patio, and walked towards 
@an Martin, who with most unparalleled com- 
posure lent an attentive ear to his important 
communications. He told the Protector of the 
liberties of Peru, that on the preceding day Jie 
had seen the enemy, that they were a great 
many, but that he did not know their exact 
number^ not being able to count them. These 
and other such important advices were re- 
ceived ; his excellency also questioned him; 
as to his situation in life, and the particular em-^ 
ployment he followed ; whether or not he wa» 
married,, how many children he had, and other 
things equally interesting to a general, when the 
enemy was in sight. As an irrefragable proof 
of the patriotism of this Peruvian peasant, he 
took from his pocket a piece of dry bread, and 
assured hia excellency that he had travelled 
from his home to Mansanilla, to report what 
he knew of the enemy without having tasted 
it; this was an opportunity not to be lost, in 
which the greatness of the hero of South Ame* 
lican independence might display that coolness 
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in tke £iee of an tntoiy so peailkfly diaracte- 
rutic of great mea ; he praised Ae patriotie ^ 
▼irtues of the peasant, sad promised him his 
protectioo. The Admiral bemg disgusted with 
this mnmmery, and highly exasperated at so 
unnecessary a waste of time, half unsheaAed 
his sword; he bade the peasant be gone; 
adding, <^ the general's tiffife is too impartairt 
to be thus employed in listening to your fool-* 
eries.*' At tins i&decorous interruptioo, Saa 
Martin frowned (as when he chooses he cm$ 
frown) <m the Adscnral, and riding up to the 
door of the house he alighted, went in and ga^re 
audi^iee to seme old women who had come t# 
solicit die disclmrge of their sons or nephews, 
to all whom his excellency listened with his 
accustomed dignity mid condescension. 

Lord Cochrane and a great number of the 
efficevs . again ascended the hill at the back of 
the house, and his lordship afterwards requesting 
a private conference with San Martin, (wfaidi 
was die last time he ever spoke with him) be 
assured him that itwas not too late to attack the 
enemy ; he begged and entreated that ike op- 
portunity might not be lost, and c^ered himself 
to lead the cavalry; but to all this he only 
received the cold reply, '' I alone am responsible 
for the liberties of Peru, yo solo sotf retpomtttk 
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4c la Ubertad del PeruT when the Protector 
tetired to an inner apartment of the house, te 
«njoy his cnstomary de^a, afternoon nap, which 
tras however disturbed by Gleneral las Heras, 
who came to receive orders, and inform his 
excellency that the army was still under arms. 
San Martin observing that it was four o'clock, 
the supper hour for his soldiers, ordered that 
tiiey should receive their rations. 

When San Martin assured Lord Cochrane 
that ^ he alone was responsible for the liberty 
of Peru,'* his lordship, convinced that any 
fbture attempt would be attended widi the same 
success, mounted his horse; but Captain Cros- 
bie, still hoping that something would take place, 
requested permission to remain at head quarterly 
which bdng granted, we rode down to Boca 
Negra, and embarked. 

The Britishmship of vear the Superb was at 
tMs time in the bay of Callao, and several of 
the officers, expecting to see the decisive blow 
struck in Peru, repaired to San Martin's he ad 
4)mtrters, and were astounded at the coolness 
«f a general, who, commanding twelve thousand 
tten, flhould first abandon a &vourable position 
inwl»chhe might have intercepted the march 
<A die Spaniards, and then see an enemy com- 
posed of three thousand two hundred men 
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passv^ithout aoy hinderancis, nay, without i^ 
single shot being fired, or without one attempt 
l>eing made to bring them to action. 

After Cantarac had led his troops into the 
batteries of C^Uao, in a manner that would 
have done honour to a Napoleon, the r^oicing 
was announced by the firing of guns, and other 
demonstrations, which would have harassed 
the soul of any leader, excepting that of the 
prudent San Martin. The American army 
marched to their old camp at the Legua, be* 
tween Lima and Callao. 

On the morning of the eleventh, Don Fernando 
Maso, who had been permitted by Lord Ck>ch- 
rane to land at Callao from the English brig 
Colonel Allen, came on board the 0*Hig^;in6» 
and asked his lordship, ** if on the preqeding 
day he had bbserved some officers on the 
huacas ?'' " Yes,'' returned his lordship. ** They 
were," said Maso, ** General Cantarac and his 
two edecans.'* Thus it was evident, that had 
the admiral rode up to them, as. he at first 
intended, he would in all probability have been 
taken prisoner, for neither himself nor any 
one with him had any other arms than their 
swords. On the evening of the eleventh Lord 
Cochrane received an official communication 
from San Martin, stating, '' I have taken 
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Buch meamres, that not one of the enemy can 
escape; by shutting themselves up in the bat^ 
teries of Callao, they have delivered themselves 
up to me, and not one of them shall escape.'* 
But, to the surprise of all unacquainted with 
the consummate prudence of the Protector, 
Cantarac left the batteries on the seventeenth 
early in the morning, and having crossed the 
Rimac,. marched' without any molestation into 
the interior ; nothing was done or attempted, 
except that eight hundred men were ordered to 
follow him and harass his rear, and protect 
such soldiers as might desert. 

Thus General Cantarac, with three thousand 
two hundred men, passed to the southward of 
Lima, in sight of the protecting army of Peru, 
composed of twelve thousand, entered the bat** 
teries of Callao, where he refreshed and rested 
his troops for six days, and then retired, taking 
with him arms and treasure, and retreating with 
his booty on the north side of Lima, leaving the 
victorious San Martin to publish the following 
proclamation, which appeared in the ministerial 
gazette on the nineteenth : 

*' It is now fifteen days since the liberating 
army left the capital, resolved not to permit 
that even the shadow of the Spanish flag should 
again darken the illustrious city of Lima« . The 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



dm TBAYBLS m 

tuuttj haughtily desGenckd the mofmkmmB, M» 
led with the calculatbas they had fonaed m 
their igaofant meditations ; they fanit^ied, that 
to cofae and to Tiew our camp mm enough to 
oonquei va ; but they fiiund valour armed witk 
prodeaee; they ackxiowledged their infetiority ; 
they trembled at the idea of the hour of battle^ 
and profited by the hour of darkness ; [from 
eleven to threeo'dock in the day!] and they 
sought an asylum m Callao. My army began 
Its march^ and at the end of eig^k days of un* 
certainty, tiie enemy has had to fly precipi- 
tately, convinced of their impotenoy to try the 
fiortune of war, or to renoain in the poaiticm 
whkh they hekL 

^ Tbe desertion which they experience eo- 
snresus, that, before they reach die moantains^ 
tiiere will only exist a handful of men, terrified 
and confounded with the re&MBsbtanoe of die 
colossal pcywer which diey bad a year ago, and 
which has now disq^peaxed like the fiiry of die 
waves of the sea at die dawn of a aereae 
momiagv The liberatiag army pucnses the fit* 
gitives ; they shall be dissolved cs beaten. At 
all evoits the capital of Peru shall never be 
profimed with die kninte^B of the enemies of 
America: this truth m peremptory : the Spamsh 
eaqpire is at end fiv ever : Peruiiaast-yourdea- 
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tiny ift ttW T Oca ble ; consolidate it by the con* 
stant^ezercise of those virtues which you have 
shewn in the epoch of conflicts. You are inde* 
pMident, and nothing can prevent your being 
happy^ if yoa will it so to be. San Martin.'' 

It would be an act of injustice not to mentioa 
here^ that General las Herat, wounded to the 
very aoul at the conduct of San Martin, which 
cannot possibly bear any other epkhet than that 
of cowardice, left the service of Peru, or rather 
of the Protector of Peru, and requested his 
pasBportto OUle, winch was granted. ' His 
example was followed by several officers of the 
army, who, dii^sted with what bad tidtea 
place, preferred obscurity, and even poverty, 
to that odious title which eivery true soldier and 
patriot detests. 

Had the force uoder General Oantarac been 
attacked, it vmut have been beaten : the iixfe* 
fioiity of it in every point, ezeept dtscipline, 
euared success to tibe patriot arms : these 
were treble the number ei the <eneaQy, fresh, 
vigorous, and entimsiasttc; enjoying Ike op* 
portunity of choosmg tiie most advantageous 
positions, and in sig^t of the capital of die come 
try, wbase liberty they had sworn to defend ; 
while the Spamsh divimon was harassed with a 
kingmitrcht without any personal incitement. 
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and nothing before them but the prospect of ar 
few days' rest, and a return to the interior^ 
in which they knew^ that beside the ground 
Uiey trod on, no one in that part of the 
globe acknowledged their domination, or obeyed 
their commands. If it be asked, who is 
blameable for this dereliction of duty to the 
cause of American liberty ? I must answer, San 
Martin! The Spaniards themselves confess^ 
^at had the division under Cantarac been de- 
stroyed on the tenth of September, they should 
have lost all hopes of re-conquering the country^ 
and should have immediately negociated in the 
most honourable terms possible for themselves^ 
fmd abandoned America. Consequently, the 
torrents of blood which have been shed in Peru 
since the tenth of September, 1821 ; the miseries 
and privations of thousands in thatporticm of the 
new world; the disaffection of the natives to the 
just cause of their country, and their services to 
their Spanish leaders ; the necessity of an army 
from Colombia to save Peru from an ignominious 
sutgectionto her ancient oppressora; all owe 
their origin to the success of the Spanish divi- 
sion on this day, which, although they obtained 
no decisive victory, accomplished the object 
which brought them from the interior. 

Fearing a reverse at Lima, on the approach 
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4>f the Spanish troops under General Gantarac^ 
Ae treasures belonging to the government, as 
well as the property of many individuals, had 
keen sent down to Ancon and embarked, not on 
board the Chilean frigate Lautaro, then at an- 
chor in that port, but in several merchant ves- 
sels, to prevent them falling into the hands of 
the enemy. On the fifteenth of September Lord 
Codirane received a letter from Captain Delano, 
who commanded . the Lautaro, informing him 
that the state of insubordination in the remains 
Df die crew of the Lautaro had risen to a very 
high pitch ; for they observed the daily em- 
barkation of money in the different merchant 
vessels, and this indicated, as they supposed, 
the jeopardy in which San Martin was placed 
with the army ; that they saw no' probability 
their arrears would ever be paid ; that should 
the enemy be successful they would be con- 
strained to continue in the service, under a pro- 
longation of the sufferings they had already expe- 
rienced; and that on this ac^connt he dreaded 
a mutiny, and consequent plunder of the vessels 
in the bay. 

On hearing this Lord Cochrane went down 
to Ancon in the O'Higgins, and personally, be- 
fore witnesses, sent on board the' flag sht]p all 
the treasures found on board the different ves- 
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•els, bebogiDg apf^ar$ntljf to the state of Peto, 
leaving all such as had been embarked by indi- 
Tidu;^, having the customary documents, and 
for which his lordship took the necessary oer^ 
tificates to prove that such sums had remained 
untouched. His lordship at the same time in- 
formed sudi persons as claimed any prop^rty^ 
and many others at Ancon, that his only object 
was to possess himself of such nnmey or trea^ 
Kures as belonged to the government of Peru ; 
and that whatever belonged to private indivi** 
duals should be restored, on application being 
made by the owners ; as was the case with Dr* 
Unanue, Don Juan Aguero, Don Manuel Silva» 
Pon Manuel Primo^ and several others. After 
having given up i^U the claimed money, two 
hundred and eighty-five thousand dollars re- 
mained on board the flag ship. They were im- 
mediately applied to the payment of one year's 
arrears to every individual excepting the Ad- 
miral, who declined receiving any part of yrhnX 
was due to him; the surplus Mras reserved for 
the repairs of the squadrop, and its equipment, 
and the most rigid account was kept of the 
several disbursements, and given in to the 
Chilean government 

After the return of his lordship to Callao, a 
long correspondence took place wiUi San Martm 
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respecting the property taken at Aneon. The 
General requested^ and entreated in the most 
nrgent terms the restoration of the treasure, 
prmnised die fSatithful fulfilment of all his former 
engagemente, and that the return of this money 
was merely insisted on to save die credit of 
the government The Admiral answered, that 
the means for the fulfilment of his engage* 
ments were now ready, and that by sending a 
commissioned officer on board to be a witness 
to the proper distribution; that this being public 
would certainly save the credit of the goyem-> 
ment with those individuals to whom it was most 
kidebted^ and that the landing of the money 
would only be an increase of labour, because 
the persons to whom it was due were not <m 
shore. 

San Martm then asserted, that the money 
taken at Ancon was all that the government was 
in possession of, for tl^ most indispensable 
daily esqpenses ; but to this his lordship replied, 
that had he known that the treasure placed on 
board die schooner Sacramento, for the admis-* 
sion of which, in silver, the captain asserted 
that he had to throw overboard part of his bal- 
last, besides seven surrones (bags made of hide) 
of doubloons, and a quantity of brute gold, was 
not the property of the government but of his 
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ezcelleBcy^ he sboukl certainly have saizeA it^ 
and retained it until. properly daimed. Saft 
Martin, after availing himself of every poaiiUe 
argument with the Admiral, addressed a pro- 
clamation to the seamen and marines, which by 
his lordship's order was distributed on board 
the vessels of war; bat producing uq favow- 
able effect, the Protector, kpowipg that the 
payments had begun, wrote to the Admiral^ say- 
ing that ** he might employ the money as he 
thou^t most proper.'' i 

After the departure of Cantarac from Gallao 
on the seventeenth. Lord Cochrane was informed 
^ the state of the batteries, and proposed 
|o the Crovemor General La. Mar terms of capi- 
tulation; they were, that the fortifications of 
Callao should be surrendered to the Chilean 
flag; that one third of the private property in 
the batteries should be given up, for the pur- 
pose of paying the arrears of the crews of the 
Chilean vessels of war ; that the owners should 
be allowed to leave the batteries with the re- 
mainder, and that at their own expense, vessels 
should be procured to carry them either to Eu- 
rope or to any other place. 

When these terms were on the point of 
being acceded to, the Protector (who had also 
been negociating with the governor) was in- 
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fonned of the terms offered by the Admiral ; 
and, on the morning of the twentieth Colonel 
Guido was commisaion^d to accede to such 
as General La Mar should propone, which 
were naturally the most honourable and most 
profitable to the Spaniards. At ten o'clqck on 
the morning of the twenty-first the American 
troops entered the castles, and the Peruyiaa 
flag was hoisted. On the same day the name 
of the Real Felipe .was changed into that of 
Castilla de la Independencia ; that of San Mi- 
guel, into Castillo del 3ol ; and that of San 
Rafael into Castillo de.Sabta Rosa. 

Although the tribunals of purification, estab- 
lished by General Cardtald in Upper Peni, and 
in Chile by the PresideAt Marco, had been . so 
oppressive, and had beai so reprobated as im- 
just and tyraimical by the Americans, one wm 
established in lima by San Martin on the twen* 
ty-seventh of September, for the purpose of ex* 
amining the past conduct of the Spaniards, who 
relying on ther promises repeatedly made by San 
Martin, had remained in Peru, and taken the 
oath of independence. This proceeding was 
aggravated on the twenty-seventh, by a procla- 
mation, stating that '* no Spaniard should leave 
his house, under any pretence whateyer, after 
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sunset (oracumet) under tiie penalty of confi8<SH 
timi of his property, and exile from the country:'' 
some few exceptions howevw were added to^ 
this protectoral decree. 

The foreign seamen who were dl paid at 
Callao, except the crew of the Valdivia, who 
deserted their ship* at Ancon, preferring a reli- 
ance on the promises of San Martin to the cer- 
tainty of being paid out of the numey taken 
for this purpose, were allowed to go on shore, 
and after waiting for a few days his lorddnp 
sent Lieutenant Wynter to engage such as were 
willing to continue in the service of Chile, 
when, to the utter astonishment of every one, 
he was arrested by the order of San Martin, 
and sent to the castle, but owing to the ener* 
g^c oflicial communicaticm of the Admiral he* 
was libera t ed on the foUowing day. 

The same persevering spirit to destroy die 
Chilean squadron was still visible in the conduct 
of the Protector of Peru. Every <^cer wha 
abandoned the vessels of war was received' 
under ike flag of Peru, and many were pro- 
moted, amounting in the whole to sixteen, being 
four captains, three Ueutenants, two mastans, 
three pursers, two oncers of marines, and two 
surgeons; besides the captains of the VaUivift 
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and GalvaiiBO/ with fi^e officers bddnging to 
the former. The seamen who had been paid 
were allured to remain on shore, in hopes o£ 
ther year's pay as a premimn; and when an 
<^cer from the very vessels of war whose co* 
operation had placed San Martin at the head 
of the Peruvian government went ashore foft 
the purpose of recruiting foreign seamen for 1^ 
fiiture operations of the squadron, against the 
two Spanidi frigates still in the Padfic, he was 
incarcerated. But the most infomous transaction 
that can posably blacken the character of a 
ruler took place on the nig^ of the twenty- 
sixth. 

At midnight Lord Ck>chrane was informed 
that Colonel Parotssien and Captain Spry had 
been on board the brig of war, Gralvarino, and 
shortly afterwards Captain Simpson of the 
Araucano came on board the flag ship, and 
delivered to his lonMiip tb6 paper which he 
had received from these two honourable gentle* 
men; stating, that the squadron of Chile was 
Qikler the command of the General in chief, and 
not under that of the Admiral, who was an 
inferior officer in the service ; and that, conse- 
qoraitly, it was the duty of the captains and 
commanders to obey the orders they might 
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receive from San Martiu. After leaving tiie 
Araucano, the two edecanes, military and naval, 
went on board the Valdivia, where they found 
Captain Grosbie of the flag ship, on a vimt to 
Captain Gobbett of the Valdivia. 

After delivering to Captain Gobbett a paper 
similar in import to the one left with Captain 
Simpson, the two gentlemen began to expatiate 
on the munificence and liberality of their em- 
ployer; the preference which an officer ought to 
give to the service of a rich and extensive state 
to that of ChUe, which must necessarily dwindle 
into its former insignificance, and become tri- 
butary to Peru for its support ; that the autho* 
rity of the Protector of Peru over the whole of 
the Chilean forces was unquestionable, and it 
consequently became the duty of every officer 
belonging to the expeditionary forces to obey 
the orders of their general in chief On being 
asked, if, for disobedience of orders or mutinous 
conduct, they should subject themselves to a 
court martial by the order of the Admiral, 
whether the authority of the Protector would 
ensure to them a favourable sentence or an 
honourable acquittal, they became silent This 
was bringing the argument too close, and per- 
hs^s the idea of a trial and a sentence were not 
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iwry congenial to the feelings of the nocturnal 
commissioners, at that time ** in or belonging 
to" the squadnm of ChUe. Perceiving that the 
result was not likely to answer their expecta- 
iions, and that Captain Crosbie had left them 
on board the Valdivia and gone to the flag-ship, 
they judged it more prudent to visit the Admi- 
ral, than to run any risk of being compelled to 
do it At one o'clock the boat came alongside, 
and Colonel Paroissien requested an interview 
with his lordship, which was granted ; but 
Captain Spry justly thought him^lf more 
secure in the boat, and remained there. After 
some extraordinary conversation between Lord 
Cochrane and Paroissien, who regretted and 
lamented in the most pathetic manner, ^* that 
the present unlucky difference between the two 
chiefs should deprive his lordship of the en- 
joyment of the command of the Peruvian navy^ 
(whidi did not exist) and the possession of pro- 
perty in Peru, which it was the intention of the 
Protector to present to him," his lordship put a 
stop to the harangue, and said, smiling, '' I do 
not doubt your wishes for my prosperity, Paro- 
issien, but at present I know you would rather 
join me in a bottle of wine than be obliged to 

continue in your regret and lamentation.'* 
voii. III. 3 £ 
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After dritiking a glass or two of win? ^ Ookmil 
Paroifisten embarked in his boat and puU^ 
ashore, more happy no deubt wbea under the 
guns of the batteries of Oaliao than alongside 
the O'Higgins. 

San Martin having fsdled in this last honour* 
able attempt to seduce the officers belonging to 
^e state of Chile, and fearing that the publicity 
of the act might induce the people of Peru 
to be on the alert, ordered Lord Ciodirane, in 
the most peremptory manner, to leave the bay 
of Callao, with the vessels under his command, 
being persuaded, that, for want of European 
seaman, it would be impossible to do so ; but on 
^ sixUi of October,' eight days after his nodfi* 
cation, the ¥^le of the vessels of war, with 
two prizes, weighed simultaneously, and stood 
out of the bay. 

Having come to an anchor at Anoon, his 
lordship ordered the Lautaro and Galvarino to 
proceed on the eighth to Valparaiso; and the 
OHiggins, Independencia,yaldivia, Auraucano, 
and prizes San Fernando and Mercedes weighed 
and sailed (qt Guayaquil, where the Admiral 
had determined to repair, and r^t for a cruiase 
on the coast of Mexico, in search of ibe two 
Spanish frigates. 
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On the fifteenth we reached the Pund in the 
river Guayaquil, and on the eighteenth came to 
an anchor close to the city, where the squadron 
was saluted with twenty-one guns, and the 
compliment was returned with an equal number. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



Rerolotioo and State of Gvayaqiul Sqnadrai lflafai......Idaiid of Coooa 

Bay of Pooseea. Viaiton fron the Shore.... ..Lea^ Pooseea.^... 

Vokano Arrire at Acapiiloo......GeDeral Waevell and Coloael 0*801117 

...Letter from Itnrhide Leave Acapolco Descriptioii of......Gafe 

of Windoff Tehuantepec Tacames or AteaBiea......New8 of theBiw^ 

Arrive at the P1111&. Guayaquil.; Lord Cocfaiane hoista the 

Chilean Plag in the Vengansav* •Conduct of the People at Gaayaqafl.^ 
Treaty with the GoTeninieBt......Letter finom General La Mar.....JiaKf9 

Guayaquil) and airive at HuaBibacho......CaUaob 

GruAYAQUTL, early in the morning of the 
ninth of October, 1820, effected her glorious 
revolution. The officers belonging to the Peru- 
vian garrison, and many of the principal inha- 
bitants, had, during the preceding night, formed 
the plan, and at daybreak the governor and 
several other Spaniards were embarked on 
board the schooner Alcance, and sent to the 
head quarters of the army under General San 
Martin. 

During the first month after the revolution 
Guayaquil experienced the oppression of its 
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governor Escobedo, who, being at the head 
of the mUitary force, constituted himself the 
supreme political and military chief; but the 
cabildo circulated the necessary convocation 
for a meeting of the deputies of the differ- 
ent towns: they met, and Escobedowas de- 
posed, and sent to San Martin's head quar- 
ters. A Junta was now formed of three indi- 
viduals, by the general vote of the deputies ; 
at the head, as president, was placed Dr« 
Olmedo, the other two being Ximena and Ro- 
ca, who were governing the province on our 
arrival ; but the people were very much divided 
in their opinions. Some were in fovour of an 
incorporation with Peru, under San Martin ; 
others with Colombia, under Bolivar; whUe 
a third party were equally loud in fovour of 
absolute independence, and seemed to support 
their opinions with the most solid arguments. 

A division of the Colombian army was 
stationed, at this time, at Babaoyo, com- 
manded by General Sucre, with the view of 
invading Quito as soon as the season should 
permit ; yet, excepting such troops as had been 
sent from GhiayaquU, and placed under the 
command of General Sucre, the armed force 
was under the direction of the government ; but 
Hxe fear of being invaded by the Spaniards 
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lUftder ;^ymend^ the pr esvwlwt of Quito» 
¥ery yisible, aod» a3 a defence to the oity» % 
large £»sse htid beeit cut to the. northward of 
Guidad Viejja^ 

The anrivid of the Chilean ¥099^ of war 
gaiKe the giorenunent of Guaya^^ an opportu- 
nity of addiessn^ thessuielvea to the QuUtenos^ 
'* aaauriag theai> that Pcaru was^ entirely fiee, 
iind tloA the liberating aayd ibree had arrived 
^ Guayaquil for the ]>iroteetion of that paort of 
the new wof Id.'^ Thia was a ruse de guerre net 
unoomaioa in. the neif world, and under auofiilar 
dirQumataaces jMractiaed even in the old* Om 
Qur ajrcival General Siiere sent Colonel Ibarra 
tft cooHilimeat Lord Ceehrane, as the hero oCthe 
Pacific, tbe magnanimous cinpporter of Golomr 
hian liberty. 

The repaira of the vessels of war being com* 
pleted 90 far as they coald be, on the first of 
!De«ember we left Gkiayaquil,. but to onr great 
aa»oya^ce we found, that the leak in the 0*H^ 
gins was as bad as ev^r ; indeed, sucb waa 
Hm dato of this frigate, that ever since our 
arrival at Piaoo a hundred and fifty me^ had 
been eonatantly keprt at the pumpa. 

U may be asfiected, that no eiqiedition erec 
left port imdear such pecuUiatly diaadvantagefiiis 
QiccamsljfmcfltB as the present. The flag-dnp wa« 
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i^* rickety as an old basket; indeed it need 
QoJy be told, that she was a Russian built fir 
vessel, nine years old, and was one of those pre* 
seated by the Emperor to the King of Spain. 
Scarcely a bolt could be found that was not 
loose, her foremast and bowsprit were both 
rotten in the step, the dry rot had taken pos« 
session of the greater part of her timbers; 
mad% it may be added^ her crew was composed 
0f every thiag but sailors; for we had only 
thirt0ea men on board who could be said to 
laerit the name, especially if we except the 
officers. Such was her stat^, that when his 
lordship WAS asked at Guayaquil, by a gen- 
tleman, if he would come into action with the 
Spanish frigate Prueba ? — " yes,'' he answered, 
*' I will lay the O'Higgins alongside the Prueba, 
and tell our crew that oa board the enemy there 
are no pumps ; this will be quite sufficient to 
iecure the victory." The crews of the Indepen* 
.dencia, Valdivia, and Araucano were composed 
of the same materials as that of the O'Higgins. 
They had just a sufficient number of seamen 
to steer them, natives of different parts of Ame* 
rica, marines and runaway n^roes, with about 
half their complements of officers ; yet such was 
the persevering spirit of the Admiral, and such 
bis determination to extinguish the last remains 
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of the Spanish naval force in the Pacific, that 
his only wish was to come to close quarters with 
them. 

Having left the Guayaquil river, we touched 
at a small port in the province of Guayaquil, 
called Salango, where we watered the ships, 
not having done this before because his lordship 
wished to drop down the river as light as pos- 
sible ; besides, at the Pund it is very difficult 
to procure a sufficient quantity of ^ooe/ water. 
On the eleventh, we reached the small island 
ofCocos, so called from the abundance of palms 
which grow there. Lord Cochrane landed, and 
a Felucca hove in sight; a signal was im- 
mediately made to the Valdivia to chase, and 
having captured her, she proved to be a deserter 
from Callao. The men on board informed his 
lordship, that after the departure of the Chilean 
Vessels of war, San Martin not only objected to 
pay them their arrears, even those who left the 
Valdivia at Ancon without the year's pay 
given to the rest, and the reward or premium 
promised, but the foreign seamen at Callao, who 
had served in the Chilean fleet, were pressed 
into the service of Peru. 

The felucca had been thus manned and sent 
to the Chorillos, to prevent all kinds of smug- 
gling ; but she had taken up a cargo of contra- 
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band goods, part of which were still on board. 
When the captain was on shore, the crew rose 
and took possession of the vessel, which they 
immediately named the Retaliation, and went 
to sea. Their pretence was, that they were in 
search of the squadron ; this was ridiculous ; 
but as they had committed no depredations 
his lordship did not feel himself justified 
in punishing them, but allowed them after- 
wards to escape from the vessels of war. 
On the fourteenth we made the coast of Mexi- 
co, theleak ofthe O'Higgins increasing daily, 
and on the nineteenth we fortunately entered 
the bay of Fonseca or Amapalla, with five feet 
water in the hold, the pumps choaked and 
worn out, without a carpenter onboard, without 
buckets to bale her, and without a cooper ; some 
beef casks were slung, and by using every 
exertion, the frigate was brought to an anchor 
under a small island in the bay. Two pumps 
were now taken out of the Valdivia, but they 
proved to be too short for the O'Higgins. Under 
these circumstances his lordship ot*dered two 
holes to be cut through her sides, on a level 
with the birth deck^ and two old pumps were 
placed in them to carry off the water. She 
was thus kept from sinking ; but on ex- 
amining the magazine a great part of the 

. VOL. 111. 3 F 
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powder bad been damaged by the Water, and 
the remainder was taken on akore and exposed 
ib the sun to dry. 

While at anchor here, a canoe came to the 
ialifxA, having two Indians on board, and a 
young man of a respectable appearance, who 
informed me, that every thmg was in the most 
perfect state of tranquillity in Mexico, and ail 
tinder the regularly established rojml autfaorir 
ties. The fact was, the young man had been 
Sent from San^Vfiguel, to team who and what 
We were ; but of this, by order of the Admirsd, 
I kept him ignorant, and he b^;an to fear, oa 
hearing the Spanish language spoken, that ours 
Was a Spanish force Sent from Manilla. After 
conversing a considerable time, and having been 
repeatedly assured by him that all was under 
the kingly authority in Mexico, I asked him 
why he bore the tH-coloured ribbon in his hat; 
he blushed, hesitated, and then said, ''it is 
too late to deceive you, the whole of Mexico 
is independent of Spain ; Mexico declared its 
independence on the Uiirteenth of June last, 
Guadalaxara on dike fourtemith. Tepee on th^ 
seventeenth, and San Bias on the nineteenth ; 
the provinces of Guadalaxara, Tlascala, Gkiana-* 
juato, Puebla, Zacatecas, Oajaca, Yalladdid^ 
Bscjio, Pumandia, and Vera Oruz, have alsQ 
declared themselves independent of the capitaL 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SOUTH AlOaUCA. M> 

All things being ready, we left the bay of 
FoQseca on the twenty-eighth of December, 
mid on the following night and the ive succes* 
sive (mes, we were delighted with the sight of 
a Tolcano in its greatest state of activity. The 
streams of ignited lava rolled down the sides, 
and at intervals enormous masses of fiery mat* 
ter were thrown into the air, and falling on the 
sides of the mountain rebounded and fell 
to the bottom. 

We calculated that our distance from the 
Qumntftin was about thirty miles; we were 
sometimes nearer to it. From its situation we 
jt^onceived it to be San Miguel el Viejo, but of 
this were not quite certain. We sailed along 
the coast, which is generally very bold; in 
0ome parts the forests extend to a consider^ 
able distance from the sea side, and near to the 
coast are a great abundance of coco*nut palms ; 
from some of them we pnxmred nuts, but 
they were very small, periiaps from a want of 
salt at the roots of the trees. This sii^pposition 
is founded on the fact, that I have seen at dif- 
ferent places, where the pahns do not grow 
near the sea, that the proprietors had occa- 
sionally put a quantity of salt to the roots, with- 
out which they produced no fruit. In other 
parts the coast was intersected virith small ra- 
¥iaes» having generally a stream of water 
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in each, and some few huts were scattered 
about on the sides. At one of these places; 
called San Pedro, two Indians came on board 
in their canoe, and brought us some eggs and 
capsicum pods ; for which they were presented 
in return with biscuit and tobacco, and they 
seemed highly pleased with the exchange. They 
were both of them low in stature, but very mus- 
cular; their features and complexion much 
resembling those of the indians on the coast of 
Peru ; but they coaild neither of them speak a 
word of Spanish, nor could we understand any 
part of their dialect. 

On the twenty-seventh of January, 1822, we 
made the mouth of the port of Acapulco, where 
we found the brig Araucano, and schooner Mer- 
cedes; the former having been sent a-head to 
watch the entrance to the harbour, and the lat- 
ter to Realejo to obtain information respecting 
the Spanish frigates ; but unfortunately no in- 
telligence had been received, except that they* 
had sailed from Acapulco on the third of Decem- 
ber, with a secret destination. On the evening 
of the same day we entered and came to an 
anchor, and his lordship was honoured with a 
visit from a deputation sent by the governor in 
the name of his most serene highness Don AgUs- 
tin de Iturbide, then President of Mexico ; and 
of the bishop of Guamanga, who had been exiled 
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itook Peru by the Protector, San Martin, and 
who fortunately had been appointed by the go- 
vernment of Mexico to the see of PueUa de 
los Angeles, having exchanged a bishopric of 
twelve thousand dollars a year for one of forty. 
The President Iturbide had been apprized of 
the arrival of Lord Cochrane on the Mexican 
coasts by General Waevell and Colonel O'Reilly; 
two officers whom the government of Chile had 
promoted, and to whom they had given pass- 
ports, judging that their services to the state 
were not tantamount to their pay. 

Mlien at Guayaquil we met with these two 
gentlemen. They had impressed the government 
with the hoax, that they were ambassadors from 
Chile to the newly-established authorities in 
Mexico ; but unfortunately the dates of their 
passports by the Chilean government were 
prior to the news of the establishment of the 
new authorities in Mexico. After this anachro- 
nism was discovered. Lord Cochrane requested 
the government to close the port until the Chi- 
lean vessels of war should be ready to sail, to 
which they agreed : this was done to prevent 
any intelligence being given to the common 
enemy. The ambassadors remonstrated, and the 
government, not wishing to offend that of Chile, 
was intimidated ; but, when Lord Cochrane re- 
quested that they would shew their credentials^ 
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the whde hoax became public Owing tooor 
delay ob the coaat they had arrived first at Aca^ 
pulco, and, in revenge for the disclosure made 
at Guayaquil, they had reported both by letter 
and pemally to the Mexican government^ 
that Lord Cochrane had possessed himself, in a 
mutinous manner, of the Chilean squaditm, 
plundered the vessels bdonging to the govon* 
ment of Peru, committed innomerable piracies 
at sea, and was coming on the coast of Mextop 
to repeat such atrocities; bowev«r, at Ama* 
palla I met with her excellency Dona Gregoria 
Qainaa, the kdy of the present Captein-general 
of Guatemala, who was at Guayaquil when the 
disclosure was made, and when I mformed her 
that! suspected they would arrive first, her 
Miaad had reported the whole of the transac- 
tion to &e Mexican government. Theinfor^ 
mation given by Waevell and O'Reilly had, to 
our surprize, when we arrived at Acapulco, 
taased the fort to be strictly guarded, and after- 
vrards a subsequent reinforeement entered the 
town. Thus notwithstanding the politeness of 
the governor a suspicious reserve was at first 
-naakie. This, however, in a short time wore 
ofi; and the most solemn assurances were given 
by the governor of the wish of his Serene High- 
ness Ituriiide to cultivate the friendship of the 
govemmenls on the southemcontinentof emaa- 
cipated America. 
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Ontketlurd of Eabniiry, after die iqiadron 
was under weigh, his lordehip reoeiyed the 
IsUawing note froat the pfesident of Mexico : 

''Most Ezcdlent Sir^-^The goFemor of 
Aci^ailcD has infonaed me, by note dated the 
twcMty-eigfadi of Janaary, of yo«r happy ar* 
wbJ, and that of the squadron youhonoar by 
oomflMmdiog, at that port, ose of those be^ 
kxaging to this en^re, and adds, that every 
usspect has been paid to yourself and tiiase 
who have the glory to serve under yen, whe 
liave been treated as friends, ready to assist us 
in the sacred caase^the protection of ouriibef^ 
ly* Interested, as I am, in tiie proqpenty «f 
my country, I feel the greatest pleasure in (fe 
gener<ous offer of your excellency, and the libe- 
tsi detennin»tion of 4iur brethrm of Chile. I 
have ordered the governor of Acapulco to oftr 
to yow excellefncy, on the belialf of this go- 
vernment and my fellow citiMns, our motft 
grateM adcnowledgments. 

'^ Two coaomissiaiiers wiU leave tfus taqpital, 
wiAi orders to comnnmicate to yovr acoeHeaey 
maftters of high importance to die«tate : I hope 
you will receive diem as lreeiDea'*-4he mpn^ 
aentatives of this great empire, and with that 
goodness which is so characteristic of your ecs- 
ceHency. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



108 lltAVEL8:iK : 

'' I shofold. feel extremely gratified at haviiig 
the honour of presentmg to you my respects 
personally, that yfe might discuss some points 
which would contribute to the glory of this em- 
pire, in additioa to, the many and interesting 
services you hare rendered to other free states ; 
but a multipUcity of business deprives me of 
this honour, which my commissioners will en* 
joy, unless your excellency can allow me die 
pleasure of accepting our sentiments of gratis 
tude in this court, where you would be re- 
ceived in the honourable manner you deserve, 
^md every care would be taken to render your 
journey and residence as comfortaUe as pos- 
sible. 

'' I remain with all dw respect, &c., 
(Signsd) Agustin Iturbide.. Mexico, Februaxy 
1st, 1822." 

The news obtained from a vessel which en- 
teied the port on the second of February, and 
the day of the arrival of the commissioners, 
not being mentioned, his lordship determined to 
fi^w the Spanish frigates, composing the last 
rebc in. the Pacific, and on the destruction of 
which he was fully determined. 

Acapulco lies in 16"* 36' north latitude, 
9&* 53' 45" west longitude : the port enjoys 
every advantage that can possibly be imagined: 
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it 18 capacious, has a good anchorage, and is 
oompletely land*locked ; so that from the ves- 
sels when at anchor, or from the town, the sen 
cannot be observed ; however, the extreme 
heat is highly disagreeable. ' The town is com- 
posed of a parish church, two convents, and 
about forty houses, with many huts built of 
reeds and rushes. The inhabitants are a mixr 
ture of Spaniards, Negroes, Indians, and Chi- 
nese, which in several fieunilies that I noticed 
seems to have produced almost a new race of 
mortals ; for a great sameness exists in their 
colour and features. The. tinge, or colour of 
these people is similar to that of the Malay 
tribes : their foreheads broad, eyes small and 
black, rather prominent cheek-^bones, small 
but tolerably well shaped nose, large lips, imd 
beardless chin ; their hair black and long, their 
form slender, yet muscular, but none are of a 
high stature. A kind of wild ferocity was visible 
in their countenances, and rather a haughty in 
dependence in their manners, heightened.a lit- 
tle, perhaps, with the idea of bemg now im- 
perialists ; indeed, every thing here was impe- 
rial : the town, the port, the flag, the market, 
Hay, even the language was imperial. The 
greater part of the inhabitants wore a species 
of uniform, mostly composed of abluenankeen, 
VOL. III. 3 a 
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or stuff jacket with a red collar, blue trow«er«^ 
and a cap; but without shoes or stodiings* 
The lower classes of females wore full petti- 
coats, and a chemise, with a long blue aiid 
white shawl : their hair is platted in long slen- 
der tresses, and they have no other covering on 
their heads. Some Indians from the interiof 
had a kind of short shirt, not reaching down to 
their waists, breeches, and sandals of raw 
hide, with a hat, the crown of which jb 
about three inches high, and the skirts more 
than thirty inches in diameter : it is made of 
the leaves of a tree. 

Some of the muleteers from the interior 
wore a very picturesque dress ; over an under 
shirt they had a short one, like the indians, mt- 
ting close to their bodies and arn\^, blue bree- 
ches, the seams being tastefully embroidered 
with coloured silks ; the calves of their legi 
wrapped in buff-coloured leather, carefully tied 
on, and hanging loose, with laced boots of the 
same material and colour; a coloured sash 
round their waists, and large black hats on 
their heads, with a thick roll of different coloured 
cloths for a hat-band. 

All the people seemed to be particularly 
clean both in their clothes and persons; but 
this is generally the case in hot climates. 
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The market is but indifferently supplied, and 
provisions on the whole are scarce, dear, and of 
an inferior quality. 

The appearance of the country in the neigh- 
bourhood is extremely sterile and naked ; 
scarcely any vegetables are to be seen, the 
sandy mountains rising almost abruptly from 
the water's edge. 

The climate is excessively hot» the access of 
cool air being precluded by surrounding moun- 
tains, and very little benefit is derived from the 
cut or opening made at the north end of the town^ 
called la dbra de San Nicolas, for the admission 
of the sea-breeze : the winter or wet season is 
so unhealthy, that few of the white inhabitants 
remain in the town, almost every one retires 
into the interior. 

A. large battery stands on an elevation at the 
southern extremity of this place ; it mounts 
thirty-one pieces of heavy artillery, and is 
called the fort of San Diego. It contains bar- 
racks, magazines, and dungeons, named the 
gaol, carcel. 

The town was formerly of commercial noto- 
riety, on account of the vessels which arrived 
here, commonly from^ Manilla, called naos de la 
China ; but as this traffic will now cease, and on 
account of the mountainous country lying be* 
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tween it and the capita)/ a distance of eighty*: 
five leagues, it is probable that this port will 
shortly be almost abandoned, unless, indeed, 
a commercial intercourse be kept up with the 
British East India colonies, which might become 
of considerable importance, and which is at 
present worthy of the attention of English 
speculators, as the principal returns would be 
the precious metals, cochineal, and indigo. 

On leaving Acapulco, the Independencia; 
Captain Wilkinson, and Aurapano, Captain 
Simpson, were ordered to proceed to the bay of 
California, for the purpose of purchasing provi- 
sions for the vessels of war, and then to follow 
us to Guayaquil, Callao, and Valparaiso. 

On the night of the tenth we experienced a 
very severe gale in the bay of Tehuantepec, and 
owing to the bad state of the frigate, we 
expected she would go to pieces with every sea 
that struck her: our only consolation was, that 
theValdivia being almost within hail we should 
be enabled to save our lives by taking to the 
boats, and going on board. 

In the morning the gale subsided, to our no 
small joy ; but a signal of distress was made by 
the Valdivia, and afterwards a communication 
by telegraph, that a sea had struck her, and 
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that seventeen timbers had given way on her 
larboard side ; that for want of pumps the water 
was gaining on them considerably, and the men 
were nearly exhausted with baling. Some logs 
of wood were sent from the O'Higgins, to- 
gether with every man who fancied himself a 
carpenter, and the damage done was soon re- 
paired as well as circumstances would permit 

On the fifth of March we made the coast of 
Esmeraldas, and early on the morning of the 
seventh we came to an anchor in the port of 
Tacames or Atacames. 

After I had landed, my old subjects were 
both astonished and delighted ; they had heard 
no tidings of me since the year 1812, and sup- 
posed me to be dead. The news that we obr 
tained here was, that the Spanish general Cms 
Mourgeon arrived at this port from Panama, with 
a number of officers, and eight hundred men, 
Onthetwenty-fifth of December, and marched 
to join the forces at Quito ; that immediately 
after he left Panama, which was on the twentyr 
eighth of November, the inhabitants rose, and 
declared their independence ; and this they did 
although the two frigates Prueba and Vengansa 
had arrived after the departure of Cms Mourgeon; 
these two frigates, they told us, left the port of 
Tacames on the first of January, for Guayaquil 
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and the coast of Peru. Widi these advices 
Lord Cochrane immediately proceeded to Gua- 
yaquil river, and we arrived at the island of 
Pun4 on the tenths 

The intelligence obtained here was, that the 
Prueba and Vengansa were several days at 
anchor off the island; that deputies had been 
sent from the city to negotiate with the two 
captains Don Jose Villegas of the Prueba, and 
Don Jose Joaquin Soroa of the Vengansa ; that 
on the twenty-third of February the Vengansa 
and sloop of war Alexander had proceeded up 
the river to Guayaquil, and on the twenty-fifth 
the Prueba had left the river for the port of 
Oallao. On receiving this advice his lord* 
ship stood up the river with the following tide» 
and came to an anchor off the city on the more* 
ing of the thirteenth, where we found the Ven- 
gansa bearing the Peruvian flag. 

Lord Cochrane was directly informed, 
that the captains Villegas and Soroa had nego- 
tiated the surrender of the Spanish frigates 
Prueba and Vengansa with the commissioners 
appointed by Don Francisco Salasar, the Peru* 
vian envoy at Guayaquil; which treaty was 
ratified by the respective parties on the fifteenth 
and sixteenth of February last, the principal 
condition being, that the whole of the officers 
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and crews should receive from the goyeromeiit 
of Peru all the arrears due to them ; that those 
who chose to remain in America should enjoy 
all the privileges of citizens ; and that those 
who preferred returning to Europe should have 
the expenses of their passage defrayed by the 
government of Peru. After several inquiries 
made on shore, it appeared, that when the ne* 
gotiations were about to be interrupted by the 
mutinous crews and some Spanish officers, who> 
indignant at the conduct of the captains, in 
tlms selling the Spanish vessels of war to the 
enemies of Spain, began to canvass an opposi- 
tion, the government of Guayaquil availed 
themselves of the subterfuge of having, had a 
correspondence with Lord Cochrane, who with 
the Chilean squadron had anchored in the bay 
of La Manta, in the province of Guayaquil, on 
his passage to the capital. This stratagem had 
the desired effect : the officers and crews came 
to the terms offered, rather than decide the coi^ 
troversy by honorable war&re. On being po- 
aitivdy assured of the transaction, and consci- 
t>us, that had not the Chilean squadron driven 
them to this last action the Spanish captains 
never would have surrendered their vessels, bis 
lordship on the morning of the fourteenth sent 
Captain Crosbie on board the Vengansa, wiA 
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orders to hoist at her peak the flag of Chile 
jointly with that of Peru. 

This act created great confusion in the city^ 
the gunboats were immediately maimed, and 
pieces of cannon were brought down to the 
aide of the river, where the people employed 
themselves in placing logs of wood to serve aaa 
breastwork; the Spcmish sailors appeared to 
take a more than active part in resenting thb 
insult offered to the vessel, which a few days 
previously they had cowardly sold to their en^ 
mies, through the fear of having to defimd 
her while under the Spanish flag; indeed 
every thing on shore bore the most hostile ap- 
pearance; while on board the O'Hig^^ and 
Viddivia no preparations whatever were made, 
the Admiral being too busy in smiling at thdr 
warlike preparations and mock means of de- 
fence. On the night of tl^ seventeenth Uie 
courage of our self-constituted enemies was put 
40 the test. 

With the return tide the Valdivia drifted up 
the river near to wl^re the Spanish officeta and 
seamen had anchored the gunboats, which the 
government had allowed them to manage, as 
•being more acquainted with naval tactics ; but 
these heroes, supposing that the frigate was 
about to attack them, ran the boats on shore^ 
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and fled to the back of the city, leaving the na- 
tives to replace them on the water before day- 
light This, however, was in vain, and the ef- 
fects .of the preceding night's alarm were visible 
on the following morning. 

After some correspondence between the 
government and the admiral, it was agreed on 
the nineteenth, that deputies from both parties 
should meet ashore, and adjust such terms as 
should be most conducive to the public tran- 
quillity, and to the honour and welfisure of all 
parties. Accordingly, the government appointed 
the captain, of the port, Don Manuel Lusuriaga, 
Dr. Don Bemab6 Gomejo, and Captain Inda* 
buru. Lord Cochrane appointed Captain Cros- 
bie. Captain Cobbett, and myself. Having 
met at the cavildo, the following articles were 
agreed to, and immediately ratified by Olmedo, 
JUmena, and Roca (forming the junta of go- 
.veniment)and Lord Cochrane. 

''.First — ^The frigate Vengansa shall remain 
as belonging to the government of Guayaquil ; 
ishe shall hoist the flag of this state, which shall 
be saluted by the Chilean. 

** Second. — ^The state, of Guayaquil guaran* 
tees to the Chilean, squadron under die respon* 
flibility of forty, thousand dollars, that the frigate 
Vengansa shall not be delivered .to^ .nor negoli- 
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atod fi>rwith aay goyeruoientft fiMil tnt^ ^ 
GUIe and Peru shall have decided od what they 
may eisteem moat juat. AbA, moteovtt^ the gp^ 
Yemstent of Guayaquil ia \}onnd to dratroy het 
rather than consent that the aaid veaael afaaU 
•flnre any other itaU^ till auoh deciaioa be 
madia* 

^' Thir4.«Th6 corvette Atekawler aWl be 
drelivcMd to her owni^ra, w tJieir aaajgna, wt- 
cording to tbe right whkh they posaasfled ht* 
fiore she was taken by Tiolence from this river. 
The ownera are to pay the arrears due to the 
crew fipom the date of their last leaTing Pammia 
to that of the fifteenth of February, 1822, with 
all the other expdtses which may hare been in*- 
imrred ; ani^ in the mean time, abe shall not 
be eoqployied m any way whanevcr without the 
Mtmttxt of her owners. 

^ F0nrth.-^Any govemmenlt whatever wAuob 
henceforward may be established kk GimyaqsH 
almll beboiand to tiie fnlfiNaent of the articles 
here expressed. 

'' Frfth.--These articles, hemin written and 
agreed to, shall be ondemtood literally, in 
good £iKth, atid without any medial aatphfica- 
tima or restriotHms. Gun^Jmqnil, &e.'' 

After the ratification of these articlea, tlie 
government of IStmyaqafl addressed a pofiie 
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Adt« 16 Lc»^d &)chrane^ expressing tbe hig^iElt 
ilentitt^i^ts of fespect for the most important 
services which the free states of Afoerica had 
received from him, assurmg him, at the same 
time, tbM GKkayaquil vrouM always be the first 
iti hoii6cit his name, and the last to finrget hk 
nbparalleled services, to wbicb she owed her 
Emancipation from the yoke of Spain. 

Oft the twentieth the Gcrayaquil flag was 
hoisted on board the Vengansa by Captain Lusa^ 
riaga and Captain Crosbie, to wbom the Peru* 
f iatr and Chilean flags were delivered. The 
0*Higgins imniediately saluted die flag witii 
twenty-two guns, and the salute was returned 
from the guns placed on shore ; and afterwards 
the gunboats hoisted the Ohitean flag, and sa- 
luted it with twenty-two guns. 

It having been asserted in Fcoru, before Lord 
Cochrane left the bay of Gallao in October^ 
1821, that he would supply the garrisons of the 
^Dftresses with provisions, on condition that they 
would not surrender to San Martin, his londdnp 
availed himself of the present opportunity with 
General la Mar, who was the governor of 
Callao, and who being now at Guayaquil, to 
write to him through the hands of the govern- 
ment, requesting him to answer, whether he 
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did succour or promise to succour die garrisons 
of Callao^ during the time that he was employed 
in the blockade of that port? 

To this La Mar answered : 
>^ '* Most Excellent Sir, — In consequence of 
the official note which I yesterday received frook 
your excellency, throu^ the hands of the go- 
vernment, it is my duty to assert, that I have 
neither said nor written, nor ever heard thi^ 
you did supply or propose to supply with provi-' 
sions the place of Callao during the whole of 
the time that it was under my charge. God 
preserve your excellency many years. (Signed) 
Jose dela Mar. Guayaquil, March 13th, 1822.'' 

On the twenty-first we weighed, his lordship 
giving orders to Captain Crosbie to trip the an*- 
chor, and to kedge down^ the river, by which 
means he would have a better opportunity to 
mark the channel, and form a plan of it, 
should it ever become necessary to ascend it 
without the assistance of a pilot. The second 
tide took us to the Pun4, where we remained 
till the twenty-fifth, the boats bieing employed 
in bringing water and some provisions from 
BalaOy on the opposite side of the river. 

Having left Guayaquil river on the twenty- 
fifth of March, we arrived on the twelfth of 
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April at the stnall port of Huambacho, oq 
the cdast of Peru, where to our surprise and 
astonishmeat the alcalde of ttie village shewed 
his lordship a written order from San Martin;^ 
atatiDg that diould any of die vessels of war 
belonging to Chile touch at the said port, he 
was to forbid their landing, and to deny them 
any assistance whatever, and not even to al* 
low them to wood or water there. 

Exasperated at this conduct, his lordship 
proceeded to Gallao, but not before he had con- 
vinced the alcalde, that he had not the power to 
enforce such orders from his master. We 
arrived at Callao on the twenty-fifth, where the 
first object of instability in the new govern- 
ment which we observed was five different 
Peruvian flags flying in the bay and on the 
batteries. 

We here found the Prueba under Peruvian 
colours, and commanded by one of the captains 
who had deserted the Chilean squadron; but 
such was the dread that Lord Cochrane wouM 
take possession of her, that she was immediately 
hauled close in shore under the batteries, her 
guns housed, her ports closed, and so crammed 
she was vrith soldiers, for her defence, that 
three men died with suffocation the night after 
our arrival. I was assured, that no less than two 
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tiiousand mm wtre ^rowcbed on ber oppbr dadi, 
iB if iQch amolycocrtd faaye iotimidslted Lwd 
Goehmne, had &e ba^ Mthori^td to «i1m 
pMsetftion of b^r^ after she bad beaa diiv«i 
isto the bay of Callad by h\B ^ffMrts, aad diera 
pdrcfaased from h«r tmslofoua cMw fay dw 
Pertiviaiir govtetMieiM. 
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CHAPTEB XUI. 



Co mm ercial Code at liima...«..Proviacial Statntes aimQuiioed.*..«.Liber^ ol Hbtb 

tV— ...t..PerBigper s -declared ampaaUe to the Laws Inttitatioii af tlm 

Ot^ offtlif Swi...«..lfeF Gemmmal Bii^e.*...TIt]et chaafed..,~.Oite 
to convene theConstitaent CoDgre8s....San Maitin delegatee hie Anthori^ 

to €ie Marqda de Tom Tagle San Martin leaves lima and retnmi... 

Amf 4iftaled nnfter Trten at lea.... -Slate M Lima op ov 4niva|...o. 

Visit oi Mooteagndo to Loid Cochrane San Martin annnis the Treaty 

tftGnayaqnil Bifleof SpsnnlrBR ftomLfana Lord Otdinne leavia 

fCallaeler Vidpwmmo — ^Sftaiab VpsMs flmt sarrsodsifed to the ^Jhilsfp 

8^nadrofi....*.ConTention of Chile meets Monteagodo eiiled from Lima 

Distnilianoes in CUIe San Martfai arrives atTrfpandsD •• 

O'Higgini afadicatoif .-.Xofd Cochnme hn9m tlm Pacific. 



Ok the eightli of October, 1821, the provisiomd 
commerci^] coit or regbmento was pttbHabed 4 
Imt, agreeably to the Bbort sighted colonial 
^yatbiHf only OaUao and Huimcbaeo were de*- 
Glared free porta to aU friends and aUies. Thu 
feglMFiwito estaUished, HiaiaU viessels should 
within ten hours after their acrival ddiver up 
4heir bills of lading; within forty^ei^t begin to 
imfoad, or leave the port withtn six days. 

Witiiin the aaid forty-eight hoiin a cons^- 
nee, being a citizen of Peru, was to be named 
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by the captain or supercarga All goods in 
foreign bottoms were to pay twenty per cent, 
on the value of the whole, according to the 
prices current in Peru. All goods introduced 
in vessels under the flags of Chile, Buenos Ay- 
res, or Colombia, to pay in the same manner 
eighteen per cent., and those under the flag of 
Peru sixteen. AH manufactured goods which 
might injure the industry of the country to. pay 
double duty. Coined silver to pay the expor- 
tation duty of five per cent, and gold two and a 
half: the exportation of gold and silver in bar 
or wrought absolutely prohibited. The produce 
of Peru exported in foreign vessels to pay five 
per cent ; in vessels belonging to Chile, Bue- 
nos Ay res, or Colombia, three and a half, and 
in Peruvian three per cent. The payment of 
importation duties to be in ' three equal parts, 
one at forty days after debarkation, one at a 
hundred and twenty, and one at a hundred, and 
^ghty. All consignees absolutely prohibited 
the retailing of their consignments. 

The coasting trade to be confined to vessels 
belonging to the state, but limited to the ports 
of Paita, Huacho, and Pisco. Any vessel in- 
troducing foreign mantifttctures, accept at Cal- 
lao or Huanchaco, to be seized and condemned, 
both hull and cargo. 
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The most extraordinary article inserted in 
this reglamento was, that goods landed at Hu- 
anchaco, the port to Truxillo, were not to pass 
the river Santa, under the penalty of being 
seized as contraband. 

On the ninth of October the provisional 
statutes and administration of justice were 
0w6m to by the government ; and the creation 
of the Order of the Sun was announced with 
the greatest possible pomp. 

On the thirteenth the liberty of the press 
was declared, permitting any individual to 
publish freely his thoughts, without any previ* 
ous revision or approbation; but all abuse 
of reli^on or of the principles of moraUty, 
every thing likely to disturb public tranquillity, 
or to wound the honour of any citizen, to be 
subject to the penalty inflicted by the junta 
conservadora of the liberty of the press. 

On the seventeenth an order of the govem- 
knent was published, establishing all foreigners 
residing in Peru in the rights of citizenship, 
subjecting them at the same time to the laws of 
the country, and the orders of the government, 
and depriving them of the intervention of the 
commanders of the vessels of war belonging to 
their respective nations. All foreigners were also 
declared liable to take arms in the support of 

VOL. III. 3 I 
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Mciftl order, but not a^^Linflt tke tomvmtt ene- 
my> and ta be subject to contributioQs leried 
by the government, ii^ the satBe maimer u tte 
citizens of the state. 

On the twentieth of Oetober the initittite of 
the Sun was established; it was decliyred to 
consist of three classes, founders, well^deserveiv 
(benemerftos) and associates or fellows. !%• 
badge of tlie fi^t class was a white ribbon firom 
the right shoulder to die left side, having tw# 
gold tassels and la golden medallion of the 
order; with the title of honourable lordship; — ^the 
second class to have a gold medal hanging to a 
white ribbon placed round the ne<^ ; with tht 
address of lordship ;^— Qnd the third a silver me* 
dal hanging to the breast on the left side. The 
tnedals to bear the arms of the state, to be of 
an elliptical figure, and to have on the superior 
part, on a white field, ^* Peni ;" on tiie inferkv; 
on a red field, **To her liberators." The 
pensions of the order to be paid out of the fimd 
of forty thousand doHaiPs imposed by the king of 
Spain on the mitres of America for the p^ro^ 
visions Of the knights of Charles HI. and iudid 
la Oatolica. 1^ oath to be-^" I swear by my 
honour, and promise to my countiy to defiend 
the independence, liberty and kitegri^ of the 
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iMe of Peru; to mftitttam pyblie order^ and to 
pioeiure the gedend felicity of America, devot*' 
img to those ends my Ufe and my pioperty."' 

Twenty-«ix founders wete named by diet 
PratectM, who cooatituted himaelf Prksident 
of the order; among these were included two 
captains who had abandoned the Chilean squad-^ 
ran at CaUao; <Mae hundre<) and thirty-eight of 
well-deservers, including Captain Spry; and 
#00 hvndred and two assoeiatos or fellows, 
mmong whom were die deatt of the cathedral* 
five connts, two marquises, five generals, seven 
firiarst, canons of the dmrch, shopkeepers, sur- 
gmoBt, fermers, and deserters from the Chilean 
oquadffon. 

Not content with this creation of male no* 
lodity, one hundred and twelve knightosses of 
the sun were nominated, including two coun- 
tesses, four marchionesses, md of every class, 
even to Dona Rosa Campusano, the £itvourite of 
hia esedlency, the creator of the order ; and to 
complete the corps, thirty-two nuns were 
added, who might have been honoured with 
the wcirat Peruvian title of yirgin9 of the Sun. 
The Honourable and Illustrious Don Bernardo 
Jionteagudo was appcnnted secretary, wd Qe« 
serai the Honourable Don Diego Paroissien 
nuurter of the ceremonies, jn^ ttm. 
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Ag the badge of the order was of the moA 
vital importance^ it was decreed on the thirty^ 
first of October, tfaat^ instead of a medallion, 
a golden smi should be suspended to the ribbon 
of the fundadores, benemeritos, and asociados; 
but the size of it was to be limited according 
to the rank of the bearer. 

On the twenty-third of October a committee 
was appointed to frame a constitutional code or 
reglamento de administration de justicia for 
Peru, San Martin having determined on being 
a legislator as well as a liberator; and, as he him- 
self said, on '' being crowned with laurels till he 
could not nod." About this time some verses 
made their appearance, addressed to the Pro- 
tector, under the epithet of Emperor of Peru. 
The idea of an imperial crown- was obnoxious 
to the Peruvians, and some street clamour in- 
duced the government to announce its supreme 
displeasure at such productions. 

Desertion in the liberating army now be^ 
came prevalent, and the government was obliged 
to issue a decree, stating that any person who 
should harbour or protect a deserter in his 
house, or on his property, should subject him- 
self to a general confiscation for the first ofience, 
and to perpetual exile for a repetition. All slaves 
were invited to inform against their masters^ 
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under the assurance of manumissioD, should the 
crime of occultation be proved. On the thirty- 
first of October a new tariff for the coasting 
trade was published, superseding the one of 
the twenty-eighth of September, with the ad- 
dition of the ports of Nasca, Ganete, and Pa^ 
casmayo, and also allowing foreigners to sell 
tbeir own cargoes, without the intervention of a 
native consignee, on their paying twenty-five, 
instead of twenty per cent. ; and on the twenty- 
first of November all foreigners, as well as citi- 
zens, being merchants, were ordered to enrol 
tbeir names at the consulado, (boai*d of trade,) 
that they might all he equally taxed with such 
contributions as the government might judge 
necessary to exact. 

Several Spaniards having been apprehended 
and sent to the public gaol, accused of sedition 
and conspiracies, were sentenced, on the twen- 
tieth of November, eight to a confiscation of 
their property, and exile to Europe, and thir- 
teen to partial confiscatioui and exile to Chan- 
cay for two months. 

On Sunday the sixteenth of December the 
knights of the order of the sun were decorated 
with the insignia, by the president of the high 
chamber of justice^ alta camara de justicia. in 
the presence of his Excellency the Protector of 
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Pemv iiMititittoroftheoTdcr^ afidftumt Bpkn* 
did coneourse of tJie ncbiliiy of Vttu, widi tbe 
Biiifttmiice of Sic ThomM Hacdy^ whom tiw 
gazette style* tlie rqpccAentatiTe of the Britidi 
nation, 4m this occauaioo. Erery ^aro waa 
taken to make this ctric least as solemn as 
possible; the troops were formed ife the streets; 
ijEie different military bands ecmtmiied playitig 
national airs and matdies in the baleoBy of tiM 
palace ; repeated saluttt were fired by the as « 
tillery plac^Kl in the plasa; all the bells in the 
eity were heard in merry peals ^ theittuimih^ 
tiotts on the nights of the fifteenth, sixte^rth, 
aad seveiiteenth, were of the most brilliaiil 
description ; and erery nerve was strained t0 
produce and support harmony and coivini^rf 
on this festive occasioB. After Ae cersmoMy of 
eondecoration^ the procession left the pakoi 
and proceeded to the church of Sai:^ DonsingOy 
where a scdiemn Te Deum was chanted, and 
high mass celebrated, in thaidLs to the Almighty 
for having inspired the supreme government 
of Lima with such celestial ideas. 

That the ancient nobility of Peru might not be 
reduced to a level with the ptebeians, it was de* 
creed on the twenty-seventk of December, that 
tiiey should preserve thrar armorial bearings oa, 
ttefixxits of their houses^ asmaal, and all tiie 
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solar nobility weie permitted fay Ihe same de<> 
<aete to place on theirs a sun^ with the ioitiab 
of the class to which they betenged in the oen-* 
tte. It was ako ordered on the same day, that 
those persons who had enjoyed titles during the 
fipanish domination, under the name of titles 
<if CSastile, should enjby the same honours mider 
die appellation of titles of Fern, or change 
them for such as might appear more congenial 
to the then existing state of things. Thus we 
hare a Tepublic with counts, marqnises, via* 
OKUits, &c. which is certainly an anomalyt and 
worthy of the wisdom that [banned it 

On the twenty^seventh, the Protector, with 
the advice of the council of state, ordered, that 
im the first of Biay, 1832, the general coosli- 
4ttent congress of Peru diould meet in the capi- 
tal ; and that proxies ahouM be named for anGb 
provinefs as wexe oppresacd' by the enemy. 
The object of this coi^nress waste be, only, the 
^defimtiire foim of the established govemneiit, 
-and the femation of a comtitutian most proper 
for Pmu, according to the cireumatanees of its 
tarritery and popilaliou: any other powicas 
fgifejk to the deputies to be considered null aod 
'of no eflfoet. 

It was farther etdered, that a previons conD- 
mittee be appointed in Lima, to draw up the 
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plan for the election of deputies, and to preptrr 
the basis of the constitution, to be finished be- 
fore the reunion of the congress. Thus the laws 
vof the nation were to be formed by a priyate 
committee, under the guidance of San Martin 
and his ministers, and the congress were to be 
called in to sancticm the proceeding. This du- 
plicity was ultimately the caute of the Protec- 
tor's voluntary abdication. 

On the nineteenth of January, 1822, the 
Protector announced, that he was about to leave 
lima on a visit to Guayaquil, where he ex- 
pected to meet the Liberator of Colombia, the 
immortal Bolivar, for the purpose of consult- 
ing wiA him on matters of the highest import- 
ance to the state. All his executive powers 
were delegated to the gran mariscal Marquis de 
Torre Tagle, to the due obedience of whose 
orders, the tribunals, ministers, corporatioD, 
chiefs of the army and navy were called upon to 
swear. This ceremony took place on the twea- 
tieth. The first decree of the supreme dele- 
gate was, that all unmarried Spaniards, who 
dKmld leave the state, were to deliver to the 
national treasury one half of their property, and 
in case of any attempt at fraud, the whole to be 
<K>nfiscated, and the persons to be exiled. It 
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also coDtaioed other articles respecting. Spa- 
niards residing in Peru. 

On the third of March the Protector an- 
nounced in Lima, that having touched at Huan- 
chaco in his pass^e to Guayaquil, he received 
official communication that the Liberator of Co- 
lombia had changed his plans, and would not 
be at Guayaquil as was expected ; he had, in 
consequence, returned to CaHao; but that it was 
his will that the Marquis de Torre Tagle should 
continue in the full exercise of the authority de- 
legated to him. San Martin then retired to the 
country residence of the ex-viceroy Pesuela, 
at La Magdaleha, which village immediately 
changed its name to that of the town of the free, 
*' pueblo de los libres." 

On the thirty-first of March the Spanish 
frigate Prueba arrived at Gallao, and was im- 
mediately delivered up to the Peruvian govern- 
ment by her conmiander, Larrigada, according 
to the treaty concluded in Guayaquil on the 
sixteenth of February. The supreme delegate 
immediately went on board, and the Peruvian 
flag being hoisted, the name of the frigate was 
changed to that of Protector. Again, this 
acquisition was ''the fruit of the enthusiasm, 
and sacrifices of the officers and soldiers who 
were present at the important moment, as 
witnesses of this memorable success.*' 
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The governmait of lima, aware of the ia^ 
portance of the possessicm of the valleys of 
Pisco and lea, net only in a mercantile point 
of view, but as a military position, where m 
communication might be kept open with the 
provinces of Upper Peru, and the enemy, then 
in Haamanga, and other adjacent points, pre- 
vented from making incursions on the valuable 
estates situated along the coast — San Martin, 
as prime mover, (although the civil authority 
was exercised by his delegate, Torre Tagle, and 
General Alvarado had been appointed by him 
general in chief of the army) ordered a force 
of two thousand men, with their respective 
officers, to lea, under the command of (General 
Don Domingo Tristan, who a few months before 
was a Colonel of Militias, in the province 
of Arequipa, and whose career had be^i the 
ploughshare and the pruning hook, not the 
sword and the lance : a man entirely unknown 
as a soldier, and if known at all in Lima, it was 
as a complete gambler, and a public lounger. 
But perhaps the intercession of the Protectress, 
formerly the public favourite of Tristan, might on 
this occasion have been acceptable, (in despite 
of the superior qualifications of many officers 
in the army, although the brave Oeneral las 
Heras and several other chiefs had retired) and 
acquired for her galan de aguel tiempo so honoor* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SOUTH AMERICA. 4S5 

able an ^pomtment However, on the thirteenth 
of April, the following proclamations appeared 
in lima : '' limenians ! The division of the 
south, without having been beaten, has been 
surprised, and dispersed ; in a long campaign 
all cannot be prosperity ; you know my charac- 
ter, and you know that / have always spoken 
die truth to all^ — I do not mean to search for 
consolation in conflicts, notwithstanding I dare 
to assure you, that the iniquitous and tyrannical 
empire of the Spaniards in Peru will cease in 
the year twenty-two.— I will make an ingenu-* 
ous confession to you : it was my intention to 
go in search of repose after so many years of 
agitation, but I believed your independence 
was secured ; some trifling danger now presents 
itself, and so long as there remains the least 
appearance of it, until you are free you shall not 
be left by your faithful friend, — San Martin.** 

*' Companions of the United Army ! — ^Your 
brothers in the division of the south have not 
been beaten, but they have been dispersed ; to 
yott it belongs to revenge this insult : you are 
▼aHant, and have known long ago the path to 
glwy ! Sharpen well your bayonets and your 
swords ! The campaign of Peru shall finish in 
this year ! Your old general ensures it ; prepare 
tfien to conquer !-^an Martin.** 
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On the same day the follawing was issued by 
the Marquis de Torre Tagle : "Compatriots! 
The divisiob of the south has suffered a reverse ; 
this is the £rst /v^e have experiaiced amid so 
many glories. It is of no importance; the 
grand army yet lives, and will, before the end 
of twenty-two, leave not one enemy existing 
among us. Compatriots! To be free and 
happy, only requires you to decide as £ have, 
like those heroes who have come to restore to 
Peru her rights, to lose evety thing, to die 
before they wiir return to slavery! Imitate 
this example as you have done at other times, 
and the result will be the same, because valour 
and enthusiasm, well directed, always ensure 
victory and peace ; you deserve both, prepare 
for «very sacrifice but that of your liberty. 

/'Torre Tagle." 

The two supreme chiefs united on the 
thirteenth in a proclamation to the inhabitants 
of the interior, assuring them, that the loss of tl» 
division, a few days before called the liberating 
army of the south, '^ weighed nothing in the ba- 
lance of the destiny of Peru ; Providence, say 
they* protects us,., and by this action she will 
accelerate the ruin of the enemies of Peru — 
proud of their first victory, they will spare us 
part of our march in search of them, which 
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was to have, been done. Fear xu>t, the army 
that drove them twice from the capital, is ready 
to puiiiBh them a third time, smd to punish 
them for ever ! " Had the action taken place 
at any great distance from the capital, the truth 
of the transaction might have remained for 
some time enveloped in mystery ; or had the 
inhabitants of Lima not already been taught by 
the Spaniards to become sceptics, this furious 
bombast might have been believed; but the 
account was soon rightly explained by the few 
who escaped, and who arrived at Lima ; these 
were but few: the number that fortunately 
fotind an opportunity to take to their heek, 
and availed themselves of their swiftness, were 
very quickly secured, and sent to Gallao, to 
prevent as much as possible a circulation of 
the truth. 

On the night of the seventh of ^April the 
Spaniards under Gantarac and Caratald ad- 
vanced on the Americans under Tristan, who^ 
for want of the most ordinary precautions, 
were completely surrounded, and at day break, 
with the exception of the general, part of his 
staff, and a few officers, the whole division was 
in the power of the enemy. The loss of the 
liberating army was about two thousand men 
killed or taken prisoners, five thousand mus« 
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ktU, die military chest, contaimag upwards of 
a Imndred thousand dollars, arnmumtioD, hig- 
gage, equipage,. printing press, and eyery vtensil 
belonging to it. Notwithstanding all this, we 
are told, that ** the Spamards are ignorant that 
the balance of power is in our hands, because 
Providence is on our side, opinion and strei^h 
CuTour the interests of Peru, she shall B£ 

FREE BECAUSE SHE WILLS IT SO, AKD BECAUSE 
IT IS TIME THAT SHE WAS !H '^ 

On the twenty-fourth of April a decree was 
published againcA the Spaniards rending in 
Lima, imposing the penalty of exile and con* 
fiscation of property on those who should 9^ 
pear in the streets wearing a cloak. That of coa-^ 
iscation of property and exile when more dmn 
two should be found together in any private 
conversation. That of death on those who dioidd 
be found out of their houses after sunset And 
that of confiscation and death on all those who 
should be found to possess any kind of weapons 
ezcq[>ting the knives necessary for the service 
of their tables. 

This was die state of affiadrs in Pern when 
Lord Cochrane arrived on the twenty-fifth of 
April. The supreme authority was employed im 
issuing decrees contradictory to one another^ 
in q>po8iti(Ni to the most solemn prooiises made 
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811^ repeated by the Protector, both before a&d 
afler he aaeumed thia title, in yiolation of jiuh 
tice and reason, and all contributing to produce 
discontent, disunion, and anarchy. 

The enemy were, victorious, the patriots 
dreaded some dire reverse, the remains of the 
army were discontented, finding that not one 
promise made to them had been fulfilled ; the 
g/old and silver had disappeared, and paper 
money had been issued by the government ; the 
contributicHis were increasing, and were exacted 
at the point of the bayonet ; while the Protector 
of the liberty of the country, after having been 
employed for six months in creating orders of 
knighthood, establishing tribunals, sketching em* 
broideries, and inventing uniforms, had retired 
to his country house, to rest from his labours ! 

Many individuals who, when we left Gallao 
in October, 1821, condemned the conduct of 
Lord Cochrane in taking possession of the 
money at Ancon, were now convinced that it 
was not only a warrantable but an indispensable 
step to be taken for the preservatiim of the 
squadron of Chile, and of good faith with 
the crews. The non-fulfilment of the pro* 
mises made to the regiment of Numancia had 
forced them to declare that they would not 
march out of Lima against the enemy, and 
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Captain Doronsoro was sent, by his brother 
officers, to inquire, if Lord Cochrane would 
receive them on board the Chilean vessek, and 
convey the regiment to the nearest point in the 
territory of Colombia, to which country they 
belonged, and to which San Martin had pro- 
mised to transport them on the fall of Lima. 

On the twenty-sixth the minister Montea- 
gudo came on board, and lamented that his 
lordship should have addressed to the Peru- 
vian government official communications con- 
taining expressions calculated to irritate their 
delicate feelings at the moment when the 
Protector was inclined to adopt the most con- 
ciliatory measures ; adding, that at the first news 
of his lordship's appearance off the port his 
excellency had written a private letter, praying 
an interview; but that on the receipt of the 
official notes, he became so indignant, that he 
was afraid his delicate health was in danger. 
To this his lordship merely answered, that had 
San Martin sent a private letter it certainly 
would have been returned unopened ; adding, 
Vyou may tell him, Mr. Monteagudo, that it 
is not my wish to injure him ; I neither fear him 
nor hate him ; but tell him; I despise him !" 
Monteagudo begged of his lordship to go and 
teside on shore a few days, saying that the 
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hous6 of the supreme delegate was prepared 
for his reception. But his lordship most 
courteously begged to be excused ; and Mon- 
teagudo retired not well pleased with what 
he had observed in the countenances of all on 
board, a species of the moi^t supreme contempt; 
notwithstanding that, he wore his blazing 
sun of the first order, his ribbons, his em- 
broideries, and was accompanied by his mili- 
tary escort. 

The greatest discontent reigned on shore 
among the Chileans : it had circulated, that no 
Chilean would be promoted nor employed by 
the present government of Peru. Whether 
such was or was dot reallyi the determination 
of the government might be difficult to prove ; 
but the fact was, that only one of the nine ge- 
nerals made by San Martin belonged to Chile, 
and the ratio among the subalterns was even 
smaller. 

The Protector of Peru, having been informed 
of the treaty at Guayaquil, respecting the 
Vengansa and the Emperor Alexander, sent 
down Captains Carter and Young to take the 
command of them. This was acceded to by 
the government of Guayaquil, and the two 
vessels again hoisted the Peruvian flag, although 
the Alexander, bona fide, belonged to Mr. Hen- 
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derson, and was under the English flag, when a 
revolution took place unong the crews of the 
gunboats in August, 1821, who took possession 
of her. They proceeded to Panama, and there 
delivered her to the Spanish authorities, who 
afterwards included her in their treaty with the 
Peruvian agent at Guayaquil. 

The most horrid scene during the time of the 
residence of San Martin in Peru was reserved for 
May, 1822. On the night of the fourth a grand 
ball was given at the palace, being the first meet- 
ing of the knights and knightesses of the sun; 
and while they were thus enjoying themselves 
parties of soldiers were sent to the houses of 
the Spaniards, who dragged them from thdr 
beds, and drove them down to Callao, where 
they were placed on board the Milagro. 

The distress occasioned by this monstrous 
breach of promises, of justice, and humanity, 
cannot be equalled. Several of these wei^ mrai 
of rank and fortune who had confided in the pro- 
mises made to them ; many of them had numerous 
families ; octogenarian clergymen, civil and mi- 
litary officers, all without the least distinctioai 
or commiseration, were seized at midnight; 
some of them half undressed, others almost 
naked, and every individual was forced to tra:v€d 
six miles on foot : th6y were then placed om 
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board a Teasel, where for two days no provi- 
sions were distributed to them, and they were 
forbidden to hold any communication with their 
disconsolate wives and families, who surrounded 
the vessel in boats, and rent the air with their 
shrieks and lamentations. On the first night 
two old gentlemen died on board the Milagro 
for want of clothing and food; and many 
would certainly have perished had not the mer- 
cy of San Martin been extended so far as to 
sell them passports. He allowed the purchasers 
to pass frorn the Milagro to neutral vessels, for 
the purpose of leaving Peru for ever; but 
many of them dared not go to Spain, be- 
cause they had remained in Lima when Ln 
Serna left it with the Spanish army, and had 
afterwards subscribed to the independence of 
the country. Some passports were sold at one 
thousand dollars, others at ten, according to 
the quality of the purchaser; and those whose 
finances deprived them of the possibility of 
purchasing their liberation, were sent to Chile 
in the Milagro; which vessel, for this most 
honourable expedition, had been newly named, 
and was now called the Monteagudo : a com- 
pliment in every respect merited by that great 
minister. 

Had General San Martin fdlowed a different 
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line of conduct with regard to the Spaniards re- 
siding in Peru ; bad he never compromised him- 
self with such solemn assurances as he made to 
them, both before and after his arrival in Lima, 
his conduct towards them might have admitted 
some palliation. Had he from the beginning been 
silent, and at the earliest opportunity exiled 
them, the same expression which he used on the 
subject of calling a congress or national repre- 
sentation, that '* a knowledge of what had passed 
in Colombia, Chile and Buenos Ay res, during 
twelvie years of revolution, would have been a 
reasonable pretence for what he did," might 
have justified the proceeding. He repeatedly 
promised to them security, and frequently told 
them, that their persops and property should be 
inviolable ; and their confidence lost them all 
claim to the protection of the laws of their native 
country ; they had moreover sworn allegiance to 
its enemy, and had explicitly become traitors ; 
and when his plans were thus far in a state of 
ripeness, he exiled them from theii adopted 
homes, from their families, from all their com- 
forts, and cast them out a despairing, wander- 
ing, forlorn tribe, surrounded vnth misery ; but 
their last breath will be employed in execrating 
his duplicity. 

I am well aware that the Spaniards were 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SOUTH AMERICA. 445 

dafDgerous persons in America, and that many 
t>f.them would have employed themselves in 
thwarting the operations of the newly-consti- 
tuted authorities ; but this mental conviction 
could not sanction such a proceeding as the one 
just stated, and at which humanity shudders. 
But it is now time to wind up the eventful 
history of the proceedings of the Protector of 
Peru; however, before I lose sight of her 
shores, perhaps for ever, I must add one more 
trait of his barbarity. A female in Lima had 
dared to speak ill of San Martin, at the timie 
that a contribution wad extorted from her at the 
point of the bayonet; she was apprehended, 
taken to the great square, an accusatory libel 
was fastened to her breast, a human bone was 
put into her mouth, and tied behind her head ; 
a halter was hung round her neck, and in this 
manner she was forced to parade the streets, 
led by the common hangman ; she was then ex- 
iled to Callao, where the poor creature died on 
the second day after her arrival 

Before Lord Cochrane left the bay of Galkto 
he addressed a letter to Colonel Sanches, an 
officer belon^g to the Chilean troops, express- 
ing his ardent desire for the complete success 
of his adopted countryman; to this note he 
received the following answer : — '^ Our best 
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fri6iid,*«-Nothiiig hus been 80 nuNrtifying to «i» 
M that the imperiousneae of dreumataocefl de^ 
prives U8 of the commumcation which we have 
most esteemed, and which would hare been of 
high importance to the views of your excellency. 

*' The chiefs, officers and troops who have 
the honour to serve under the flag of Chile, 
have received with the greatest satisfSM^ticm the 
compliments of your excellency, Mid promise 
their eternal gratitude to their worthy chief* 
whose soul is devoted to increase Uie glory of 
their country. We have the honour to offior to 
your excellency the most sincere tribute of our 
afiection and esteem. (Signed) Jose Santiago 
Aldunate* — J. Santiago Sanches." 

On the ninth of May the schooner Monte- 
zuma, belonging to Chiloy and which had been 
lent by the government to General San Miurtin* 
as a tender, entered the port of Callao, under 
Peruvian colours ; his lordship fired on her, and 
obliged her to come to an anchor, when he took 
possession of her, sending her officers on shore, 
and on the tenth we proceeded to Valparaiso, 
^ere we arrived on the thirteenth of June# 

On our arrival at Valparaiso his lordship re* 
ported his return, adding, '' The anxious desires 
of his excellency the Supreme Director are now 
fiilfilled, and the sacrifices of the people o( Chile 
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are rewarded ; die naval power of Spain in the 
Pacific has succumbed, it is now extinguished, 
Ae following vessels having surrendered to the 
unceasing efforts of the squadron of diis free 
state : 

FngRte Pnieba<tf •^Ognnt 

Frigate Esmeralda of. i4 

Frigate Vengansa of....*.... 44 . 

JUupReaolutionof. 84 

Ship SelMsdaoa of. 84 

Brig Pesuela of 18 

Brig Potrillo of 16 

Schooner IVo«periiiaof.....l4 

Schooner Aransasu, seventeen gunboats, a&d 
the armed merchant ships Aguila and Begona at 
Guayaquil, and others employed as block ships 
at Gallao. It is highly gratifying to me, after 
labouring under such difficulties as were never 
he&xe witnessed on board of vessels of war, to 
announce the arrival of the Chilean squadron in 
Vidparaiso, its cradle; where, owing to its con<* 
stant services in the cause of the liberty and in* 
dependence of Chile, Peru, Colombia Mid 
Mexico, it is die object of adiniration and gra'- 
titii<te to the inhabitants of the new world.-~I 
have the honour to be, 8cc. (Signed) Cochrane." 
A few days after our arrival at Valparaiso, 
his lordship visited the capital of Chile, and so- 
licited permission to retire for six months to his 
estate of Quintero, unless his services migiit foe 
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necessary ; when, at any moment, he would be 
ready to employ them again in the welfare of 
the s^te ; at the same time he requested, in the 
most earnest manner, that the ojfficers and crews 
might be punctually paid all their arrears. The 
government acceded to his solicitude, and pro- 
mised that every possible attention should be 
given to the request of the admiral, and after 
some delay it was finally complied with* 

On the twenty-third of July, 1822, the Na- 
tional Congress of Chile met at Santiago; it 
was opened by the Supreme Director, Don Ber- 
nardo OHiggins, who made a tender of his 
directoral authority to the representatives of the 
republic, and concluded his harangue with — 
*^ Compatriots ! my command is at an end— de* 
fects are inseparable from humanity — the most 
difficult circumstances have surrounded me on 
every side — ^perhaps my want of knowledge and 
experience may have led me to commit errors 
against my children, (allow this tender expres- 
sion to my feelings) — I can never forget the 
honours I have received, and I hope that my 
days will be prolonged by my gratitude, until 
I see Chile as happy and as prosperous as the 
most flourishing countries of the earth." 

Immediately after the director had retired, 
the convention waited upon him, and reinstated 
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him in the supreme executive authority, with 
the following compliment : " The representa- 
tives of Chile most sincerely thank your excel- 
lency for the wisdom with which you have 
managed the afiairs of the nation ; when a con- 
stitution is formed that shall specify the time of 
the fatigues of the magistrates, the representa- 
tives may admit of your resignation, and then 
your excellency will enjoy your retirement in 
glory, and future generations will sing hymns of 
love and gratitude to your uame." 

The first meeting of the preparatory conven- 
tion was on the twenty-ninth, at ten o'clock in 
the morning. 

On the twenty-first of September, 1822, 
the news arrived in Chile, that Don Bernardo 
Monteagudo had been deposed from the mi- 
nistry, and exiled from Peru. 

The following are extracts from the papers 
published in Lima : ^ 

^^Lima had scarcely obtained a glimpse of a 
flattering futurity, when a cunning, froward, 
and saucy individual, a traitor to the confidence 
of the government that had elevated him to the 
ministry, began to stifle our patriotism and ite 
defenders. This insolent minister rewarded all 
prajse-worthy services with the most gross invec- 
tives, and the most scandalous persecutions. 
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His mtriguing ambition filled our gaiettes wkii 
a fttnUitode of decrees ia oppositioii to the 
|)latis which he himself had prescribed. His 
decrees were written that they might be read, 
not thait they might be obeyed. 

•'Unfortunately for us^ the genius of the 
revolution, San Martin, had to absent himself 
twice from our capital, to meet the Washington 
of Colombia. This perfidious oppressor availed 
himself of his absence to manifest the whole 
perversity of his soul. Until that period his 
persecutions were underhand, but they now 
became barefaced. All Spaniards were consi- 
dered rich, they, their families and property, 
consequently became the prey of his insatiable 
avarice ; and at the same time, those patriots 
who had contributed most to the success of die 
liberating army were persecuted to the utmost 
extremity. He formed a long list of proscrip- 
tions of men who were to be exiled for ever 
from their native country, and whose only 
crimes were their patriotic virtues, for the ex- 
tinction of which he had formed a nest of the 
vilest spies, who unceasingly watched the steps 
of every man of honour. Great God ! what ah 
epoch of misery ! 

'* Every honourable citizen found in Don 
Bernardo Monteagudo (this is the name of the 
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TViosn^ of wKctm we speok) tui enendy who at 
Bvj priee would have sacnflced him. How 
maay mtims has he not sacrificed in his one 
year's mimstry ! More than eight hundred ho^ 
nourable faspdlies haye been by him reduced to 
extreme indigence, and the whole city to a 
state of misery* 

^' Amcmg the patriots at Lima, nothing was 
thought of but where they might find an asylum 
ia a foreign land. Without agriculture, com«- 
merce» industry^ personal security, property, 
and laws, what is society but a mansion of the 
most afflicting torments ! 

'* The religion of our forefathers suffered an 
lequal persecution in its ministers and its tem<^ 
pies ; these were deprived of their riches, not 
for the service of our country, but for the re- 
ward of espionage, and to deceive' us with use- 
less trickeries. The satellites of this bandit 
were equally despotic with himself, and com- 
mitted, under his protection, ibe most horrid 
crimes. This is not a proper place in which to 
ifisert the baseness with wh^sh he abused the 
deUcacy and debility of females. Fathers of 
families **** every man was intimidated ; every 
feelling man wept because all were the victims 
of the caprice of this insolent despot,who made 
an ostentation of atheism aud ferocity. 
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'' It is impossible to recapitulate his actions ; 
volumes would be necessary to shew to the 
world the arbitrary crimes of this factious indi- 
vidual. It would appear, that for the commis- 
sion of so many offences he must have had some 
cause that impelled him, for they could not 
possibly be the effects of ignorance. ' It was 
impossible to believe that by insulting and ruin- 
ing every one ; plundering our property ; de- 
spising the ingenuity and talents of the Peru- 
vians ; . and endeavouring to introduce anarchy, 
he could be long tolerated in this capital. 

"His ambition was unlimited, having con- 
stituted himself the arbiter cf the govfernmfent 
He had. the assurance to dictate orders and de- 
crees in opposition to those of the provincial 
statute, . subscribing to them the name of the 
supreme authority ; thus bringing it into con- 
tempt Such conduct, when the^nemy's army 
was within twenty leagues of Lima, and our 
government scarcely established, proves that 
his views were directed to ubdermine the state. 
Was the reducing of Peru to the most degrading 
slavery, that of obejring his capricious will, the 
means to make us happy or even himself 1 

" Foreigners also began to suffer all kinds 
of vexations and pilferings, with his catia de 
morada (letter of residence), without considering 
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that the felicity of the country depended on its 
increase of industrious inhabitants. Owing to 
4his,. none have established themselves in Lima^ 
it being worthy of observation, that not even 
one person has purchased a house or any im- 
Hioveable property. And is not this a proof of 
general disgust and a want of confidence ? 

*' In fine, such repeated acts of despotisnl 
irritated the people of Lima to that degree, that 
an explosion became inevitable. In eight days 
after the Protector left the capital, his insults 
to the patriots were incalculable. He caballed 
in the most barefaced manner to place in the 
comiqg congress his own creatures. He hurried 
ofi* those whom he had sentenced to exile, be- 
cause they were the favourites of the people ; 
and in the exercise of his fury Lima took the 
alarm." . 

On the twenty-fifth of July the people of 
lima assembled in the plasa, and insisted on a 
cavildoabierto, a public meeting of the corpo- 
ration;, this was immediately complied with, 
and the general voice of the people was, ** let 
the minister Monteagudo be deposed, let him 
be tried, let him experience the severity of the 
law." At. seven o'clock in the evening of the 
same day, a note was addressed by the corpo- 
ration to the Supreme Delegate, requesting that 
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the aiiBister might be depesed ; the oooocil of 
dtate met, and convinced of the necessity of 
separating Monteagudo from the ministry, im* 
mediately informed him of the state of affiurs, 
when to save apf)earanees he made a tender of 
his appointment, which was accepted, and the 
supreme delegate in answer to the note of the 
eorporation, assured them, that the eic-miiUster 
should be called upon to answer before a com^* 
mittee of the council of state for his past admi^ 
oistration, according to the provisional statutes. 
This note was answered on the twenty- sixth 
by the municipality requesting that the ex* 
minister should be placed under an arrest, until 
called upon for his defence, which request was 
immediately put into execution. The people of 
Liipa b^ing aware of the asc^idancy which 
Monteagudo held over the delegate, Torre 
Tagle, and fearing that some crafty subterfuge 
might be proctised to replace him in authority, 
met again on the twenty *ninth, when the cor« 
poration, to pacify the popular commotion, re- 
quested of the government, that the ex-minister 
should be embarked privately, and exiled for 
ever from the state ; this was acceded to, and 
on the thirtieth, the anniversary of his arrival 
in Lima, Monteagudo was sent down to Callao, 
under an escort, and at six o'clock in the even- 
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iog be teft the port This ambitious individual 
was asilaflBinated at Lima on the night of the 
twettty-eighth of January, 1825, having re- 
turned under the protection of Bolivar, and the 
expectation of being replaced in the ministry. 

While these affairs were transacting in Lima, 
the Protector, San Martin, was at Guayaquil, 
where he h«d proceeded for the purpose of soli- 
citing troops from Bolivar, for the prosecution 
of his campaigns in Peru. It is impossible to 
ascertain what took place in the private confer- 
ence between those two chiefs, but the result 
was not at all favourable to S^an Martin, for he 
returned in dudgeon to Callao, when to his sur- 
prise and mortification, he was informed, that 
his areh-minister had been exiled for ever during 
his absence* Before his excellency ventured 
m shore, he had an interview with the principal 
officers of the army; who assured him that the 
troops were fkithful to him, and under this cer- 
tainty he presented himself at the palace in 
Lima; where in the most unbecoming language, 
he reprobated the whole of the proceeding, 
threatened his councillors of state, the corpora- 
tion and the city itself, and declared, that he 
should immediately recall Monteagudo and re- 
instate him in the ministry. Notwithstanding 
the deference and respect which he had been 
accustomed to receive from every one who ac- 
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knowledged his authority, he was wounded at 
observing, that the Lin^enians were not intimi- 
dated at his promised vengeance, and leaving 
the palace he betook himself to his country 
house near to Callao. 

In the beginning of October, the arbitrary 
conduct of Rodrigues, the minister of war and 
finance in Chile, began to excite the public in- 
dignation, and petitions from every part of the 
state were forwarded to the supreme director, 
O'Higgins, praying his removal from the 
ministry. Crimes the most injurious to the 
prosperity of the state; his sordid venality, 
monopoly of commercial transactions, and even 
illegal appropriations of the public fuhds, were 
brought against him, in the most tangible 
shape; and yet all this was not suflScient, even 
with the knowledge of what had transpired ia 
Peru, to force him to resign, or to induce 
0*HiggiQs to dismiss him. At the time that 
all Chile was in this state of suspense, and 
many alarming threats were issiied from dif- 
ferent quarters, an event not in the least ex- 
pected took place, which for a while lulled the 
rising storm — this was no less than the sudden 
arrival at Valparaiso of his excellency General 
San Martin, the Protector of the liberties of 
Peru. 

This great man had continued to reside at 
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his country mansion, until the twentieth of Sep- 
tember, when the sovereign congress met, 
from which he received on the same day the 
following official communication : 

** Most Excellent Sir, — ^The sovereign con- 
gress considering that the first duty of a free 
people is to acknowledge their gratitude to the 
authors of their political existence and their 
felicity, convinced that the country of the Sun 
owes this incomparable benefit to the efforts of 
your excellency, have decreed to you a vote of 
thanks to be presented to you by a deputation 
of the house. 

''The Peruvian nation flatters itself that 
its grtttitude is equal to the efficacious efforts 
which your excellency has made, destroying, 
Hke the thunder-bolt on the celebrated mountain 
that witnessed the last days of Lautaro, the 
iron power of Spain in the country of the Incas. 

" The congress manifests, in tbis communi- 
cation, the sincerity of their votes, which shall 
be expressed in the first act of their sessions, 
and which cannot be obliterated by the hand of 
time ; holding General San Martin as the first 
soldier of their liberty. 

" By the order of the congress we commu- 
nicate this to your excellency, for your intelli- 
gence and satisfietction. God preserve your ex- 
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cellency for many years, — Lima, September 20, 
1822. Xavier de Luna Pizarro, president— Jos6 
Sanchez Carrion, deputy secretary — Francisco 
Xavier Mariategui, deputy secretary. — To his 
Excellency Senor D* Jos^ de San Martin." - 

The answer : " Sire, — ^Terminating my pub- 
lic life, after I have consigned to the august 
congress of Peru the supreme command of the 
state, nothing could be more flattering to my 
heart than the solemnity of the confidence, of 
your sovereignty in appointing me generalissimo 
of the troops of the nation ; an appointment 
which I have just received from a deputation of 
your sovereign body. I have had the honour of 
expressing my most profound gratitude at the 
time of its announcement to me, when I had the 
satisfaction of accepting only the title, beicause 
it was the mark of your approbation of the ser- 
vices which I have rendered to this country. I 
am resolved not to betray my own feelings and 
the great interests of the nation; permit me 
therefore, to say, that long and painful experi- 
ence has induced me to say, that the distin- 
guished rank to which your sovereignty has 
deigned to elevate me, so hv from being useful 
to the nation, should I fill it, would only oppose 
your just designs by alarming the jealousy of 
those who desire a positive liberty; it would 
divide the opinions of the people, and decrease 
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the confidence which you alone ought to inspire 
in the absolute independence of your decisions. 
My presence, Sire, in Peru, considering that 
power which I have left, and the force which I 
should possess, is inconsistent with the morale 
of the sovereign body, and with my own opinion; 
because no forbearance on my part would de- 
fend me from the shafts of malediction and 
calumny. Sire, I have fulfilled the sacred pro. 
mise that I made to Peru ; I have seen her re- 
presentatives assembled; the force of the enemy 
does not menace the independence of a people' 
determined to be free, and who possess thef 
means of being so. A numerous army under 
the direction of chiefs inured to war is ready 
to march in a few days, to terminate the con- 
test for ever. Nothing remains but to offer to 
ybur sovereignty the expression of my most 
sincere gratitude, and the firm assurance, that if 
at any time the liberty of the Peruvians should' 
be threatened, I will dispute the honour of ac- 
companying them as a citizen to defend their 
fireedom on the field of battle. ' 

" May God preserve your sovereignty for 
many years.— Free Town, September 20th, 1822. 
(Signed) Jos6 de San Martin.*' 

" To the Sovereign Congress of Peru.^' 
The following, being the last proclamation 
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by San Idartin, was issued on tlie same day. and 
may be considered as bis fareyrell address to 
I^eru: 

'^ I have witnessed the declaration of the 
independence of the states of Chile and Peru. 
I hold in my possession the standard which 
Pizairo brought to enslave the empire of the 
^cas» and I have ceased to be a public man— ^ 
thus I am more thui re^warded for ten years 
vpent in revolution and warfare. My promises 
to the countries in which I warred are fulfilled ; 
to make them independent^ and leave to their 
will the election of their governments. 

** The presence of a fortunate soldier* how- 
ever disinterested he may bCi is dangerous to 
newly-constituted states. I am also, disgusted 
with hearing that I wish to make myself a 
sovereign. Nevertheless* I shall always be 
leady to make the last sacrifice for the liberty 
of the countiy* but in the class of a private in- 
dividual, and no other. 

" With respect to my public conduct, my 
compatriots (as is generally the case) will, t^ 
divided in their opinions — ^their cbiklren will 
pronounce the true verdict. 

** Peruvians! I leave your Rational, r^ure*- 
sentation established; if you repose implicit 
confidence in it you will triumptfa^ if not, 
anarchy will swallow you up. 
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'' ]i(Uy MicMseM piwnde over your destinies 
and jx^j they be crAwned with felicity and 
peace. Free Town, September, 20th» 18^, 
(S^;ned) San Martin." 

Had San Martin been sincere, even in hk 
last assurances, or had he been coasciaits that 
hjts services would have been of public utility ; 
if, as a citizen, his nnodesty would not aUow 
him t/o take upon himself die chief cohuommmI 
of the force of the country^ he certainly ou^ 
not to have abandoned Peru, when he was 
well aware that the army of the enemy was 
almost under the very wallsof the ci^Htal; for 
he hjimself confesses, that a numerous army 
would march in a few days to terminate the waf 
for ever: this march, however, would never 
have been necessary, had he foUowed the 
Spanish army when it evacuated Lima, if he had 
brought the army under Canterac to an actkm, 
er if he had headedhis troops at lea. The chil- 
dren of his compatriots will "pronounce the 
true verdict," not, I regret to say, an honourable 
Qoeta San Martin; indeed thousands of them 
have lUready shed their blood on those plaina 
which they might have cultivated in peace and 
security under the protection of their own con^ 
ftituted autbcorities and Iaws« It is impossible 
that a conseiousnesaof not having fulfilled dK>se 
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promises which were calculated to do good, 
and would have established the absolate inde- 
pendence of rattonal liberty, and the prosperity 
of the Peruvians^ it is itnposMble but that the 
memory of those breaches of good faith must 
ever cling to the heart of tbds deceiving mortal. 

San Martin remamed a few days in Valpa- 
raiso, until an escort arrived from Sstntiagd to 
conduct him to that city ; he resided there untfl 
December, or the beginning of January, when, 
observing the threatening aspect of afikirs in 
Chile, owing to the fixed determination ^of 
O'Higgins not to discard' his favourite minister 
Rodrigues, he crossed the Cordillera to his old 
favourite residence at Mendosa* 

General Freire, who had the command of Ae 
Chilean troops, stationed on the frontiers of 
Araucania, consisting of about three thousand 
Qien, came to the determination to march on 
the capital. In this he was supported by the^ 
inhabitants of the province of Coquimbo, the 
only object of the whole being to displace RchI-' 
rigues, and to bring him to justice. This they 
eventually did, obligiiig O'Higgins at the same 
time to abdicate his supreme authority on the 
twenty-second of January, 1828. ^ 

During this epoch of^ convulsions. Lord 
Cochrane was residing on Ms estate at Quia* 
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tero, where he received the following commum- 
cation from Peru : 

'' The sovereign constituent congress of 
Peru, contemplating how much the liberty of 
Peru owes to the Right Honourable Lord 
Cochrane, by whose talents, valour and con- 
stancy the Pacific has been freed from our 
most inveterate enemies, and the standard of 
liberty has been displayed on the coasts of 
Peru, resolves that the junta of government, in 
the name of the Peruvian nation, do present to 
Lord Cochrane, Admiral of the squadron of 
Chile, expressions of our most sincere gratitude 
for. his achievements in favour of this country, 
once tyrannized over by powerful enemies, now 
the arbiter of its. own fate." 

" The junta of government obeying this, will 
command its fulfilment and order it be printed, 
published^ and circulated.*— Given in the Hall of 
Congress, Lima, the 27th of September, 1822. 
(Signed) Xavier de Luna Pizarro, president— 
Jose Sancbes Carrion, deputy secretary — Fran- 
cisco Xavier. Marreategui, deputy secretary." 
, ''In obedience, we order the execution of 
the foregoing decree. (Signed)' Jose de la Mar, 
Felipe Antonio Alvarado, El Conde de Vista 
Florida, by order of his Excellency Francisco 
Valdivieso." 
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Here his lordship received from Mie govern- 
ment of Chile a copy of the libel presented to 
them by the (denipotenttaries of the Protector 
of Peru, which he answered with ** victorious 
reasonings," although the supremacy assured 
his lordship, that the charges had never been 
believed ; perhaps for ihe best of all possible 
reasons, that they could scarcely be understood. 

In December an express arrived from the 
Brazilian charge des affiaures in Buenos Ayres, 
bringing to his lordship a communication from 
the imperial government at Rio de Janeiro, 
containing a request, that as the common enemy 
to South American independence in the Pacific 
bad, owing to his important services and inde- 
fatigable exertions ceased to exist, he would 
deign to accept the command of the imperial 
navy of the Brazils, for the purpose of securing 
to that country the feUcity which he had been 
the means of establishing on the (^posite side 
of the Continent'' 

Lord Cochrane would probably have prefer- 
red a life of quiet in his adopted country, Chile, 
to that of entering into an engagement which 
might produce a repetition of those difficulties 
and vexations which he bad already experi- 
enced; but, owing to the existing circumstances 
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in Chile, this was impossible. Lord Cochrane 
was bound by his allegianqe to the existing, go- 
vemment, not to become a party in any faction 
and his own honour would not allow him to join 
General Freire, by whom he was solicited/ al- 
though he was convinced that the authority of 
O'Higgins must succumb ; he therefore deter- 
mined to proceed to Rio de Janeiro, and to act 
there as affairs might present themselves. 

On the i^ineteenth of January, 1823, his lord- 
ship embarked for the Brazils ; but before 
quitting Chile he drew up the two following 
addresses : 

;" Chileans, my Compatriots,— The common 
enemy of America has fallen in Chile. Your 
tri-coloured flag waves on the Pacific, secured 
by your sacri^ces. Some internal commotions 
agitate Chile : it is not my business to investi- 
gate their causes, to accelerate or to retard 
their effects : I can only wish that the result 
may be most favourable for all parties. 

" Chileai\s, — ^You have expelled from your 
country the enemies of your independence, do 
not sully the glorious act by encouraging dis- 
cord, promoting anarchy, that greatest of all 
evils. Consult the dignity to which your he- 
roism has raised you, and if you must take any 
steps to secure your national liberty, judge for 
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ymnMliFesv Mt wilb praidten€#, attd b#9aUlei 
by r#a8<m and justice. 

^* It l9 BOW fbuF years saice Ae MCMd omim 
of your indepeadeDce catted me to Chile ; I 
assisted you to gaia it ; I hi^fe seen it aeccnn* 
plisted; it only now remains for you to pM< 
serve it. 

'^ I leave you for a time, in order net to 
involve myself in matters ft>reign te ny diityt, 
and for reasons concerning whie^ I now remain 
iilent, that I may not encourage party spirits 

'' Chileans, — ^You know that ind^pendeno* 
is purchased at the point of the bayonet. Knew 
also that liberty is founded on good fckh, and 
is supported by the laws of honour, and dM 
those who iniVinge them are your only eiiestte% 
among whom you will never find Cochrane.** 

«^ To the British merchants residing ht C%3aw 
Quintero, January 4th, 1^829: 

^ Gentlemen, — I cannot quit this eeuntry 
without expressing to you the heartfelt satis&e- 
tion whieh I experience on aeeount of the eirten* 
tion which has been given to your commerce^ 
by laying open to all the trade of those vast 
provinces to which Spain formerly assorted te. 
excKisive right. The squadron wUeh BMun- 
tained the monopoly has disappeared from tlie 
face of the ocean, and the flags of kktependeat 
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South America wave every where triumphaat^ 
protecting that intercourse between nations 
which is the source of their riches, happiness, 
and power. 

'' If, for the furtherance of this great object, 
some restraints were imposed, they were no 
other than those which are practised by all 
civilized states ; and though they may have af- 
fected the interests of a few who were desirous 
to avail themselves of accidental circumstances 
presented during the contest, it is a gratification 
to know that such interests were only post- 
poned for the general good. Should there be any, 
liowever, who ccmceive themselves aggrieved 
by my conduct, I have to request that they will 
make known their complaints, with their names 
affixed, through the medium of the public press, 
in order that I may have an opportunity of a 
particular reply. 

'' I trust you will do me the justice to be- 
lieve, that I have not determined to withdraw 
myself from these seas while any thing remains 
within my means to accomplish for your benefit 
and security. 

*' I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, your 
fSetithful obedient servant, Cochrane.'' 

THE END. 
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